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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012 
Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many convictions there have been under section (a) 1 and (b) 
6 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012. (S4W-13278) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The available information as provided by the Crown 
Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) is as follows:- 
(a) Between 1 March 2012 and 31 December 2012 proceedings in relation to 64 
charges had been concluded with 54 charges convicted (84%) under section 1 of 
the Offensive Behaviour and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. 
(b) Between 1 March 2012 and 31 December 2012 proceedings in relation to 4 
charges had been concluded with 1 charge convicted (25%) under section 6 of 
the Offensive Behaviour and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. 
The figures provided have been taken from the COPFS management system, and 
should be regarded as provisional. COPFS uses a live operational case 
management system, specifically designed to receive criminal and death reports 
from the police and other specialist reporting agencies and to manage these 
cases for prosecution purposes. The information held on the system is structured 
for these operational needs, rather than for statistical reporting or research 
purposes. National Statistics on criminal proceedings and convictions will be 
available from the Criminal Proceedings database in November 2013. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-13278&ResultsPerPage=10  
 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012 
Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many charges have been brought under section (a) 1 and (b) 
6 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012. (S4W-13279) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The available information as provided by the Crown 
Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) is as follows:- 
(a)  Between  1  March  2012  and  31  December  2012  there   were  64  charges  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-13278&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-13278&ResultsPerPage=10
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reported to COPFS under section 1 of the Offensive Behaviour and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 in respect of cases which had completed 
by the latter date. An additional 154 charges were reported under section 1 in 
respect of cases which were not completed by 31 December 2012, giving a total 
of 218 charges. 
(b) Between 1 March 2012 and 31 December 2012 there were 4 charges reported 
to COPFS under section 6 of the Offensive Behaviour and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 in respect of cases which had completed 
by the latter date. An additional 14 charges were reported under section 6 in 
respect of cases which were not completed by 31 December 2012, giving a total 
of 20 charges. 
The figures provided have been taken from the COPFS management system, and 
should be regarded as provisional. COPFS uses a live operational case 
management system, specifically designed to receive criminal and death reports 
from the police and other specialist reporting agencies and to manage these 
cases for prosecution purposes. The information held on the system is structured 
for these operational needs, rather than for statistical reporting or research 
purposes. National Statistics on criminal proceedings and convictions will be 
available from the Criminal Proceedings database in November 2013. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-13279&ResultsPerPage=10  
 
 

BBC 

Labour peer Lord Ahmed suspended after 'Jewish claims' 
A Labour peer has reportedly blamed Jewish-owned media organisations for his 
imprisonment for dangerous driving. The Labour Party has suspended Lord Ahmed while 
it investigates the comments reported in the Times. 
The peer, jailed for sending a text message shortly before his car was involved in a fatal 
crash, said Jewish owners of "newspapers and TV channels" had put pressure on the 
court, according to the newspaper. … 
In a statement, the Labour Party said it "deplores and does not tolerate any sort of racism 
or anti-Semitism". …  
According to the Times, he told an Urdu-language broadcast he should have been 
sentenced by a magistrate but pressure had been placed on the courts to charge him 
with a more serious offence because of his support for Palestinians. 
"My case became more critical because I went to Gaza to support Palestinians. My 
Jewish friends who own newspapers and TV channels opposed this," … He said the 
judge who had sentenced him had been appointed to the High Court after helping a 
"Jewish colleague" of Tony Blair during "an important case" … 
Jon Benjamin, chief executive of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, said: "We are 
appalled by Lord Ahmed's alleged comments which recall the worst Jewish conspiracy 
theories. However outlandish and incredible his allegations, there will always be gullible 
or malicious individuals or groups that will accept what he has said and add to the growth 
of anti-semitic discourse. 
"We note that Lord Ahmed has now been suspended from the Labour Party pending a 
full investigation. If he is found to have indeed made the reported comments, he should 
be expelled from the Labour Party, as such views should have no space in responsible 
political discourse." 
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-21783467  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinian Authority 
3. Mike Freer (Finchley and Golders Green) (Con): What recent assessment she has 
made of the financial stability of the Palestinian Authority. [147429] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): We estimate that the Palestinian Authority’s funding gap in 2013 is 
likely to be at least $500 million, which will continue to make it hard for it to pay 
salaries and deliver essential public services. The PA must of course show 
financial discipline itself, but for it to become stable it is essential that international 
donors support it in a consistent manner, and that Israel eases its restrictions and 
meets its legal obligations to transfer tax revenues. 

Mike Freer: I thank the Minister for that answer, but is he aware that British aid donations 
to the Palestinian Authority general budget are being used to pay salaries of up to £2,000 
a month to convicted Palestinian terrorists, many of whom have been properly 
convicted? What assurances can the Government provide that no further UK aid 
donations will be spent in that way? 

Mr Duncan: I can assure my hon. Friend that we have a system in place under 
which DFID’s support to the Palestinian Authority is used specifically to pay for the 
salaries of civil servants. The list of approved recipients is subject both to vetting 
processes and to independent audit. 

Mr Andy Slaughter (Hammersmith) (Lab): Does the Minister agree that the best way to 
improve the financial stability of the Palestinian Authority would be to lift the blockade of 
Gaza and movement and access restrictions on the west bank? Does he also think that 
the EU should be trading with the Palestinians and not with the illegal Israeli settlements? 

Mr Duncan: A 2011 International Monetary Fund report estimated that without 
movement and access restrictions the Palestinian economy would be 78% larger 
in terms of GDP a year, amounting to about $6.3 billion. That would remove its 
dependence on aid. 

John Howell (Henley) (Con): Is there not a more general question about international 
donor money being used to support Palestinian institutions that have taken violence 
against Israel? What steps are the Government taking to ensure that that money 
genuinely contributes to financial stability and is not used in a way that undermines the 
peace process? 

Mr Duncan: We rigorously monitor any danger there might be that the Palestinian 
Authority in any way incites violence, but it is committed to do exactly the 
opposite, and it is right that we support it, the potential Government of a 
Palestinian state. We wish to see further progress towards the peace process 
over the months ahead. 

Anas Sarwar (Glasgow Central) (Lab): We all support the creation of a viable two-state 
solution in the middle east, but that will come about only if the Palestinians are able to 
run an effective country. What assessment have the Government made of the structures 
available in the Palestinian Authority to make that happen? 

Mr Duncan: The structures are sorely stretched, which is why we continue to 
support the Palestinian Authority, and of course we also urge other donors, 
particularly the Arab states, to carry their fair share of commitment, because if the 
Palestinian Authority were to collapse there is a serious danger that all prospects 
of proper peace negotiations would collapse as well. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130313/debtext/13031
3-0001.htm#13031346000018  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130313/debtext/130313-0001.htm#13031346000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130313/debtext/130313-0001.htm#13031346000018


 4

 

Palestinian Authority 
7. Gordon Henderson (Sittingbourne and Sheppey) (Con): What processes are in 
place to ensure that non-governmental organisations in the Palestinian Authority that are 
funded by the UK, the EU and the UN do not promote incitement of hate. [147433] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): We deplore incitement on either side of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
including any comments that could stir up hatred and prejudice. UK, EU and UN-
funded NGOs in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are subject to rigorous due 
diligence assessments designed to ensure that funds are used only for legitimate 
development purposes. 

Gordon Henderson: I welcome the Minister’s answer, but in east Jerusalem last year a 
UN-funded Palestinian NGO performed a puppet show promoting non-smoking. This well 
intentioned educational message was corrupted somewhat when the children were urged 
to replace cigarettes with machine guns. Will the Minister assure me that no British 
financial aid donations, direct or indirect, are being used to fund such propaganda? 

Mr Duncan: I am aware of that puppet show, put on in a funded community 
centre, and I am grateful to my hon. Friend for raising it. It was an utterly stupid 
and irresponsible way of corrupting an otherwise sensible no-smoking message. It 
was performed not by an NGO, but by a visiting organisation. No UK or UN funds 
had anything whatever to do with sanctioning this performance, and the 
community centre itself was angered by the content and made its own disapproval 
very clear. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): I agree with the Minister that it is very 
important that we oppose all those who promote hate in the middle east. May I invite him 
to say that we must also stand with those human rights organisations in Israel and in 
Palestine that stand out against hate crimes such as the so-called price tag attacks? 

Mr Duncan: It is essential that we make a stand against the incitement of hate 
from either side in any way. I share the hon. Gentleman’s commitment to doing so 
in his great understanding of this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130313/debtext/13031
3-0001.htm#13031346000022  
 
 

European Parliament 

Palestinians held in Israeli jails and the death in custody of Arafat Jaradat 
Parliament is extremely concerned at the death in February of Palestinian prisoner Arafat 
Jaradat while in Israeli custody and at the renewed tensions in the West Bank following 
his death. It calls on the Israeli authorities to investigate this case and raises concerns 
about the Palestinians held in administrative detention without charge, demanding that 
they be charged and tried or promptly released. 
The EP repeats its call for the immediate release of all imprisoned members of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council, including Marwan Barghouti. 
MEPs want the European External Action Service and the member states to monitor the 
fate of Palestinian prisoners and detainees closely and to raise the issue at all levels of 
political dialogue with Israel. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130308IPR06310/html/Hu
man-rights-Bangladesh-Turkmen-in-Iraq-Palestinian-prisoners-in-Israel 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Consideration of Bill as at 13 March 2013-03-14 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0137/amend/pbc1371303m.961-967.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

  
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
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All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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