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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Charitable Work 
8. Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): What assessment the Church Commissioners have 
made of the steps taken by the Government to support the role of churches and faith 
groups in their charitable work since May 2010. [146572] 

Sir Tony Baldry: The charitable and voluntary work of the Church at local and 
national levels is so diverse and varied that it is difficult to generalise about the 
impact of recent Government policy on it. One positive development has been 
funding from the Department for Communities and Local Government for the Near 
Neighbours programme. That is managed by the Church of England through the 
Church Urban Fund and does much to promote understanding between people of 
different faith communities in different parts of the country. 

Robert Halfon: Will my hon. Friend use his good offices to lobby the Government to 
review the public benefit test in terms of its application by the Charity Commission to 
religious groups, so that we may avoid the situation ever again in which the Christian 
Brethren are discriminated against but pagan religions are given charitable status? 

Sir Tony Baldry: The previous Parliament decided that there should be a public 
benefit test for religious groups. If it is felt that the Charity Commission is applying 
the public benefit test incorrectly, I suspect that that is a matter for judicial review. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/debtext/13030
7-0001.htm#13030784000053  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take to encourage Israel to stop detention of Palestinian prisoners 
inside Israel. [146297] 

Alistair Burt: We have regularly raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities 
about the treatment of Palestinian detainees, including their detention within Israel  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/debtext/130307-0001.htm#13030784000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/debtext/130307-0001.htm#13030784000053


 2

 

in violation of international humanitarian law. These issues have been raised with 
the Israeli Attorney General, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Military Advocate General. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he plans to take steps against UK directors of G4 over the transfer of Palestinian 
prisoners to Israeli persons. [146305] 

Alistair Burt: The Government is aware of G4S's activities in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. International law does not impose obligations on 
corporations. For a company to operate in the Israeli settlements or to provide 
equipment to Israeli prisons is not, per se, contrary to UK law. However, we have 
made clear to G4S our position on the detention of Palestinian prisoners within 
Israel prisons and our wider concerns about Israel's treatment of Palestinian 
detainees to G4S. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with the Israeli authorities about night-time arrests of 
children. [146306] 

Alistair Burt: We have raised with the Israeli authorities our concerns about the 
treatment of Palestinian child detainees, including the issue of night-time arrests, 
on a number of occasions. During his visit to Israel in November 2012, the 
Attorney-General, my right hon. and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield 
(Mr Grieve), discussed the issue with his Israeli counterpart, Yehuda Weinstein, 
and other senior interlocutors. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between UK 
and British legal experts on the subject. In addition, Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office officials discussed this with a senior Israeli legal delegation in London on 31 
January. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli authorities about recording of police 
interviews with children. [146307] 

Alistair Burt: I refer the hon. Member to my answer of 11 February 2013, Official 
Report, column 490W. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will make representations to the Israeli authorities that Palestinian children should 
not be blindfolded or hooded on arrest. [146308] 

Alistair Burt: We have raised with the Israeli authorities our concerns about the 
treatment of Palestinian child detainees, including the issues of hooding and 
shackling, on a number of occasions. We consider such practices to be wrong. 
During his visit to Israel in November 2012, the Attorney-General, my right hon. 
and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve), discussed our 
concerns with his Israeli counterpart, Yehuda Weinstein, and other senior 
interlocutors. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between UK and British legal 
experts on the subject, in addition, Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials 
discussed these with a senior Israeli legal delegation in London on 31 January. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli authorities about incorrect origin 
declarations for goods imported under the EU-Israel Agreement. [146446] 

Alistair Burt: We have not raised this specific issue with the Israeli authorities. 
However, we support the EU's work with Israel on the review of the postal code 
system for Israeli goods. 
More broadly, we continue to work to take forward the commitment made by EU 
Foreign Ministers at the meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 14 May 
2012, reaffirmed on 12 December 2012, to fully and effectively implement existing 
EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement products. 
This includes working with the EU to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free under the EU-lsrael Association Agreement, and that 
settlement  products  are  not  incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce, in violation of  
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EU consumer protection regulations. 
Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he will take steps to limit the territorial competence of EU trade agreements to 
Israel's 1967 borders. [146447] 

Alistair Burt: The issue of the territorial competence of EU trade agreements with 
Israel is a subject of active discussion with our EU partners. EU Foreign Ministers, 
in Conclusions agreed on 10 December 2012, expressed the EU's commitment to 
ensure that, in line with international law, all agreements between the State of 
Israel and the EU must unequivocally and explicitly indicate their inapplicability to 
the territories occupied by Israel in 1967, namely the Golan Heights, the West 
Bank including East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip. 
EU Foreign Ministers also reiterated their commitment to ensure continued, full 
and effective implementation of existing EU legislation and bilateral arrangements 
applicable to settlement products. We continue to work with EU partners to take 
this forward. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will review arms export licences to Israel. [146458] 

Alistair Burt: The Government has no plans to review existing arms export 
licences to Israel at the present time. The UK maintains a rigorous and 
transparent arms export control system, whereby all applications are assessed on 
a case by case basis, against the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export 
Licensing Criteria. This includes assessing the risk of exports being used for 
internal repression, to provoke or prolong armed conflicts, or aggravate existing 
tensions or conflict in the country of final destination. We apply these criteria 
rigorously, including with respect to Israel. We refuse licences for any arms 
exports to Israel which we assess would be inconsistent with the criteria. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/text/130307w0
004.htm#1303081000033  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0
002.htm#13021147000009  
 

Occupied Territories 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made about the construction of a wall around the village of 
Al Walaja. [146236] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government has repeatedly made clear to the Israeli 
authorities our position that the separation barrier, if built, should be constructed 
on the Green Line and that where it is constructed on the Palestinian side of that 
border, it is illegal under international law. 
I visited the village of Al Walaja in January 2011 and saw for myself the effects the 
construction of the Israeli separation barrier was having on this village. The barrier 
means that the village will lose direct access to its agricultural lands, as well as 
obstructing movement and access for communities in the vicinity, affecting their 
ability to access schooling and health care facilities. 
The Department for International Development also provide funding for the 
Norwegian Refugee Council to provide legal support for the communities affected 
by the route of the barrier. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take to encourage Israel to end settlement building. [146294] 

Alistair Burt: The UK position on Israeli settlements is clear: they are illegal under 
international law, an obstacle to peace and make a two-state solution, with 
Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to achieve. We consistently urge the Israeli 
authorities  to  cease  all  settlement building  and to  remove  illegal  outposts,  as  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/text/130307w0004.htm#1303081000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/text/130307w0004.htm#1303081000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0002.htm#13021147000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130211/text/130211w0002.htm#13021147000009
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required under international law and in fulfilment of Israel's obligations under the 
Roadmap. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to encourage Israel to return Palestinian land to its owners. 
[146295] 

Alistair Burt: We will continue to argue for a just outcome for all Palestinians 
affected by illegal settlement construction and the confiscation of land due to the 
Separation Barrier. We regularly make representations on these issues to the 
Government of Israel and will continue to do so. The Department for International 
Development also provides funding to the Norwegian Refugee Council to provide 
legal support to communities threatened with confiscation. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take to encourage Israel to move the separation barrier back to 
the Green Line. [146296] 

Alistair Burt: The Government continues to make clear to Israel the UK's position 
that the Separation Barrier, if built, should only be constructed on the Green Line 
and that where it is constructed on the Palestinian side of that border, it is illegal 
under international law. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to persuade Israel to stop the demolition of Palestinian homes. 
[146298] 

Alistair Burt: UK Ministers and officials have repeatedly made clear to the Israeli 
authorities our serious concern at the increase in demolitions of Palestinian 
properties in area C of the west bank and in East Jerusalem. We view such 
demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians, as harmful to the peace process and, in all but the most limited 
circumstances, as contrary to international humanitarian law. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli authorities over the construction of a wall 
around the village of Al Walaja. [146299] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government has repeatedly made clear to the Israeli 
authorities our position that the Separation Barrier, if built, should be constructed 
on the Green Line and that where it is constructed on the Palestinian side of that 
border, it is illegal under international law. 
I visited the village of Al Walaja in January 2011 and saw for myself the effects the 
construction of the Israeli Separation Barrier was having on this village. The 
barrier means that the village will lose direct access to its agricultural lands, as 
well as obstructing movement and access for communities in the vicinity, affecting 
their ability to access schooling and health care facilities. 
The Department for International Development also provide funding for the 
Norwegian Refugee Council to provide legal support for the communities affected 
by the route of the barrier, including in Al Walaja. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli authorities over the repeated demolitions 
of the Beit Arabiya house in Anata in the West Bank. [146300] 

Alistair Burt: The Government has raised with the Israeli authorities, including the 
Coordinator for Government Authorities in the Territories, our concern at the 
repeated demolition of the Beit Arabiya house in the West Bank village of Anata 
and other similar demolitions. 
We consider these demolitions to be contrary to Israel's obligations under 
international humanitarian law, harmful to the peace process, as well as causing 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take to stop house demolitions in East Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. [146301] 
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Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly made clear to the Israeli authorities our serious 
concern at the increase in demolitions of Palestinian properties in Area C of the 
West Bank and in East Jerusalem. We view such demolitions and evictions as 
causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as harmful to the peace 
process and, in all but the most limited circumstances, as contrary to international 
humanitarian law. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with the Israeli Government on compensation for houses 
demolished in Gaza. [146302] 

Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly emphasised to the Israeli authorities the need 
to abide by its obligations under international humanitarian law with respect to 
Gaza, including during the recent Gaza conflict in November 2012. We have not 
specifically discussed the issue of compensation. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what estimate he has made of the number of houses demolished in the occupied West 
Bank since 1967. [146303] 

Alistair Burt: According to the Israeli Committee against House Demolitions, 
approximately 27,000 Palestinian homes and other structures have been 
demolished since 1967 in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
We have repeatedly made clear to the Israeli authorities our serious concern at 
demolitions of Palestinian properties in Area C of the West Bank and in East 
Jerusalem. We view such demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary 
suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as harmful to the peace process and, in all but 
the most limited circumstances, as contrary to international humanitarian law. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take in response to demolitions in Silwan in East Jerusalem. 
[146304] 

Alistair Burt: We have raised our concerns about the threatened and actual 
demolition of Palestinian buildings in Silwan, East Jerusalem, with the Israeli 
Ministry of Interior, the Israeli ambassador in London and the Municipality of 
Jerusalem. We are urging Israel to desist from the demolitions and evictions, 
which we consider to be contrary to Israel's obligations under international 
humanitarian law; harmful to the peace process; as well as causing unnecessary 
suffering to ordinary Palestinians. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what estimate he has made of the number of houses demolished in the occupied west 
bank since 1967. [146366] 

Alistair Burt: According to the Israeli Committee against House Demolitions 
approximately 27,000 Palestinian homes and other structures have been 
demolished since 1967 in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
We have repeatedly made clear to the Israeli authorities our serious concern at 
demolitions of Palestinian properties in area C of the west bank and in East 
Jerusalem. We view such demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary 
suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as harmful to the peace process and, in all but 
the most limited circumstances, as contrary to international humanitarian law. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take in response to demolitions in Silwan in East Jerusalem. 
[146367] 

Alistair Burt: We have raised our concerns about the threatened and actual 
demolition of Palestinian buildings in Silwan, East Jerusalem, with the Israeli 
Ministry of Interior, the Israeli ambassador in London and the Municipality of 
Jerusalem. 

We are urging Israel to desist from the demolitions and evictions, which we consider to 
be contrary to Israel's obligations under international humanitarian law, harmful to the 
peace process, as well as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians. 
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Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take to stop house demolitions in East Jerusalem and the west 
bank. [146370] 

Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly made clear to the Israeli authorities our serious 
concern at the increase in demolitions of Palestinian properties in area C of the 
west bank and in East Jerusalem. We view such demolitions and evictions as 
causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as harmful to the peace 
process and, in all but the most limited circumstances, as contrary to international 
humanitarian law. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will commission research on the legality of importing goods produced in Israeli 
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories to the UK. [146442] 

Alistair Burt: We have no plans to commission research on the importing of 
produce from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories to the UK. 
We continue to work to take forward the commitment made by EU Foreign 
Ministers at the meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 14 May 2012, 
reaffirmed on 12 December 2012, to fully and effectively implement existing EU 
legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement products. There 
are, however, no plans to introduce domestic or European legislation to ban the 
import of settlement products. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the Irish Government's call for an EU-wide ban on 
imports from Israeli settlements. [146443] 

Alistair Burt: The issue of settlement produce is a subject of active discussion 
with the European Commission and our EU partners. We continue to work to take 
forward the commitment made by EU Foreign Ministers at the meeting of the EU 
Foreign Affairs Council on 14 May 2012 to fully and effectively implement existing 
EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement products. 
This includes working with the EU to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free under the EU-Israel Association Agreement, and that 
settlement products are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce, in violation of 
EU consumer protection regulations. 
There are, however, currently no plans for EU or domestic legislation to ban the 
import of settlement products. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether UK missions in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem purchase settlement goods. [146444] 

Alistair Burt: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office and its posts are obliged to 
follow UK and EU guidelines when purchasing goods and services from suppliers. 
These guidelines do not currently differentiate between products emanating from 
Israel or from the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what legal advice he has sought on whether trade with Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories breaches the UK's obligation under international law. 
[146445] 

Alistair Burt: I am not able to comment on legal advice to Ministers. 
However, it is the Government's long-standing view that settlements are illegal 
under international law. We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its obligations 
under international law and regularly raise our profound concerns about Israel's 
settlement policy. We will continue to press the next Israeli Government to cease 
all settlement activity. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what advice he gives to tour operators about payments to hotels and bus operators in 
illegal Israeli settlements. [146449] 

Alistair Burt: Our position on Israeli settlements is clear: they are illegal under 
international law and are undermining the possibility of a two state solution to the  
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Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
We have not been approached for advice by any British company operating tours 
in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories that include Israeli settlements. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he will make representations to the European Commission to publish the names 
of companies mis-stating the origin of goods from illegal Israeli settlements. [146450] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to work to take forward the commitment made by EU 
Foreign Ministers at the meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 14 May 
2012, reaffirmed on 10 December 2012, to fully and effectively implement existing 
EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement products. 
This includes working to ensure that settlement produce does not enter the EU 
duty-free under the EU-Israel Association Agreement, and that settlement 
products are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce, in violation of EU 
consumer protection regulations. We will continue to work with the EU and 
European Commission in this regard. However, we do not have plans to make 
representations on this specific issue at present. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of whether settlement building by Israel in planning area 
E1 is compatible with the two-state solution. [146451] 

Alistair Burt: We condemned the Israeli Government's recent decision to 
unfreeze planning in the area known as E1. Settlements are illegal under 
international law, and this plan in particular has the potential to alter the situation 
on the ground on a scale that threatens the viability of a two state solution. I 
formally summoned the Israeli ambassador to the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office on 3 December, to make clear the depth of our concerns. 
We will continue to make our concerns about settlements, including planning for 
the E1 area, clear to the Israeli authorities. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what assessment he has made of the announcement that houses will be built 
between Jerusalem and Bethlehem in Gilo; [146452] 
(2) what assessment he has made of the announcement that houses will be built 
between Jerusalem and Bethlehem in Givat Hamatos. [146453] 

Alistair Burt: The UK's position on Israeli settlements is clear: they are illegal 
under international law, an obstacle to peace and make a two-state solution, with 
Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to achieve. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), and I issued statements in 
December 2012 condemning approvals for plans to build 1,500 housing units in 
the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Ramat Shlomo, over 3,150 units in Givaat 
Hamatos and 1,242 units in Mordot Gilo South, as well as the decision to upgrade 
Ariel college to university status, thereby creating the first university in a 
settlement illegal under international law. 
We have called on the Israeli authorities to urgently reverse these decisions and 
take no further steps aimed at expanding or entrenching settlement activity. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the announcement that houses will be built between 
Jerusalem and Ramallah in Ramat Shlomo. [146454] 

Alistair Burt: The UK's position on Israeli settlements is clear: they are illegal 
under international law, an obstacle to peace and make a two-state solution, with 
Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to achieve. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) and I issued statements in 
December 2012 condemning approvals for plans to build 1,500 housing units in 
the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Ramat Shlomo, over 3,150 units in Givaat 
Hamatos and 1,242 units in Mordot Gilo South, as well as the decision to upgrade  
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Ariel College to university status, thereby creating the first university in a 
settlement illegal under international law. 
We have called on the Israeli authorities to urgently reverse these decisions and 
take no further steps aimed at expanding or entrenching settlement activity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/text/130307w0
004.htm#1303081000036  

Palestinians 
Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to ensure that UK companies conform to the International Court 
of Justice's ruling that the UK is under an obligation not to render aid or assistance in 
maintaining the situation created by the construction of the security barrier inside 
Palestine's borders. [146448] 

Alistair Burt: The UK position on the Separation Barrier is clear: if Israel wished 
to build the barrier, it should have been built on the 1967 border and where it is 
constructed on the Palestinian side of that border, it is illegal under international 
law. The International Court of Justice's ruling, which is an advisory opinion and 
therefore is not legally binding, concluded that the construction of the Separation 
Barrier along its chosen route, and its associated regime, and the settlement 
breach Israel's obligations under international law. We agree with this conclusion 
and make our position on the Separation Barrier known to any companies or 
individuals who request our advice. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/text/130307w0
004.htm#1303081000037 

Middle East 
Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to encourage the opening of the Rafah crossing for humanitarian 
supplies. [146455] 

Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly urged Israel to ease the restrictions on 
movement of goods and people to and from Gaza, including humanitarian 
supplies. We support the ongoing talks in Cairo, brokered by Egypt, which provide 
an important opportunity to resolve the fundamental problems of Gaza, including 
achieving more open access to and from Gaza for people and goods, and an end 
to the smuggling of weapons. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government about civilian casualties in 
Gaza. [146456] 

Alistair Burt: The Government has repeatedly called on Israel to observe 
international humanitarian law and avoid civilian casualties in Gaza, including 
during the conflict last November.  We have also made clear to Israel our long-
standing concerns about the manner in which the … IDF polices the buffer zone 
between Israel and Gaza. In the context of recent cases of Palestinian civilians 
killed by the IDF in both Gaza and the West Bank, officials from our embassy in 
Tel Aviv have reiterated our concerns over the IDF's use of live ammunition with 
both the Israeli Ministry of Defence and National Security Council. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what estimate he has made of the number of civilian casualties in the recent outbreak of 
hostilities between Israel and Gaza. [146457] 

Alistair Burt: We received regular reports from our missions in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem during the recent Gaza conflict, drawing on local reporting and wide 
ranging contacts. We understand that 158 Palestinians and six Israelis were killed 
during the conflict. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/text/130307w0
004.htm#1303081000035  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
  
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0126/amend/pbc1260703m.109-115.html  
 

Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130307/am/13030
7s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130307/pm/13030
7s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/pro1260703p.17-
23.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
  

Welsh Assembly 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130307/am/130307s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130307/pm/130307s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130307/pm/130307s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/pro1260703p.17-23.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/pro1260703p.17-23.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill (closing date 12 March 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2013/february/have-your-say-on-the-marriage-
same-sex-couples-bill/  
 
 

Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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