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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (1149) Bradford’s Muslim Community and its last remaining 
synagogue – That this House congratulates Zulfikar Karim, the General Secretary of the 
Bradford Council of Mosques, the Bradford Council of Mosques Management Committee 
and the members of the Bradford Muslim community for their extraordinary ecumenical 
gesture in raising a very large sum of money to repair the roof of Bradford's last 
remaining synagogue, thereby enabling members of the Jewish community to continue to 
worship there; and believes that this generous gesture shows the true spirit of Islam 
towards other People of the Book. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/1149  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Jane Hutt announces funding to provide support for discrimination victims 
Equalities Minister Jane Hutt has today announced £105,000 to fund Specialist 
Discrimination Case workers … Jane Hutt said: “… one of our seven equality objectives 
is to strengthen advice, information and advocacy services to help people with protected 
characteristics understand and exercise their rights and make informed choices.  The 
funding I am announcing today will help to give people who face discrimination of any 
kind somewhere to go to for free help and advice." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2013/7146596/;jsessionid=087DA685
96E8B0E6C9C4FA87BE3D5674?lang=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
T6. [145905] Sarah Teather (Brent Central) (LD): I recently visited Gaza as part of a 
cross-party  delegation  with  Interpal.  While  there  I was  alarmed to  witness,  on  three  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/1149
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2013/7146596/;jsessionid=087DA68596E8B0E6C9C4FA87BE3D5674?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2013/7146596/;jsessionid=087DA68596E8B0E6C9C4FA87BE3D5674?lang=en
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different occasions, the shooting at and intimidation of Palestinian fishing boats that 
appeared to be clearly inside the six-mile limit agreed by the ceasefire. Earlier, the 
Secretary of State roundly condemned, as is right and proper, the firing of rockets into 
Israel, but does he agree that peace depends on both sides sticking to the terms of the 
ceasefire, including Israeli naval ships? 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): Yes indeed; the terms of the ceasefire must be adhered to 
by all. The opportunity for Gaza to get greater economic independence and a 
resumption of normal trade to and from Gaza will be of huge benefit. That 
package needs to hold together. Israel needs to have security in its southern area, 
but Gaza also deserves an important boost to its economy so that matters can 
move forward. The ceasefire must certainly hold. … 

 

Jeremy Corbyn (Islington North) (Lab): Like the hon. Members for Brent Central 
(Sarah Teather) and for Kettering (Mr Hollobone), I was on an Interpal delegation to 
Gaza last week. I would be grateful if the Minister could tell us what is being done to lift 
the blockade on Gaza so that the terrible water situation can be addressed. Sewage 
cannot be processed, fresh water is unobtainable because of the pollution of the aquifer, 
and the material to set up a desalination plant or something like it cannot be brought in to 
provide a decent standard of living for the people of Gaza. 

Alistair Burt: Following the end of the conflict towards the end of last year, there 
have been renewed efforts to ensure that Gaza progresses towards a normal 
economic situation and that the resources that are needed to rebuild the 
infrastructure can go into Gaza. The United Kingdom is clear that unless that 
happens, the divide between Gaza and Israel will remain. It is essential that that 
work proceeds and that the UK plays a full part in urging those changes. 

T9. [145908] David Mowat (Warrington South) (Con): Twice in the past year, the UK 
has failed to vote at the UN to support the aspiration of Palestinians for their own state 
as part of a two-state solution. On each occasion, the reason given was that we did not 
wish to undermine a future US-led peace process. May we have an update on the time 
scale for that? When do Ministers think they might be able to vote in a different direction? 

Alistair Burt: As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary made clear in 
response to earlier questions, Secretary of State Kerry will visit Israel and 
Palestine shortly, as will President Obama. It is clear that there is a re-
engagement all round with the issues that will affect the middle east peace 
process. We remain clear that this is a priority for the region and for the world, and 
we will give every assistance to that process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/13030
5-0001.htm#13030539000034  
 

Middle East 
2. Nia Griffith (Llanelli) (Lab): What recent steps the Government have taken to 
improve the prospects for a two-state solution to the conflict between Israel and 
Palestine. [145875] 
5. Ian Mearns (Gateshead) (Lab): What recent steps the Government have taken to 
improve the prospects for a two-state solution to the conflict between Israel and 
Palestine. [145878] 
6. Steve Brine (Winchester) (Con): What recent assessment he has made of prospects 
for the middle east peace process. [145879] 
7. Luciana Berger (Liverpool, Wavertree) (Lab/Co-op): What recent discussions he 
has had with his Israeli and Palestinian counterparts to encourage the resumption of 
negotiations. [145880] 
13. Chris Williamson (Derby North) (Lab): What recent assessment he has made of 
the prospects for a two-state solution to the conflict between Israel and Palestine. 
[145886] 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/130305-0001.htm#13030539000034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/130305-0001.htm#13030539000034
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The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): There is a clear need for the United States to lead an effort to revive the 
peace process. This was top of the agenda of my recent discussions with 
Secretary Kerry, and I welcome the focus that he has brought to bear on the issue 
since his appointment. We will make every effort to mobilise European and Arab 
states behind decisive moves for peace. 

Nia Griffith: Does the Secretary of State agree that the starting point for negotiations 
should be the legal status quo—that is, that the whole of the west bank and east 
Jerusalem, within the 1967 borders, is Palestinian land, as agreed unanimously by the 
United Nations Security Council in resolution 242—and not the facts on the ground 
created by illegal settlement building? 

Mr Hague: Across the House, all of us have commented clearly about illegal 
settlement building on occupied land, but I think the starting point for negotiations 
has to be a common political will. That needs to be there in Israel, where a new 
Government are being formed, and among Palestinians, who continue to discuss 
reconciliation among each other. The true starting point is a common willingness 
to enter again into negotiations and to develop the middle east peace process, 
with the leadership of the United States but with the support of us all. 

Ian Mearns: The Foreign Secretary seems to expect the Palestinians to have the 
patience of Job. He might be aware that, in the coming months, Israel is set to demolish 
hundreds of homes in the Palestinian town of Silwan to make way for a tourist attraction. 
Is he also aware that that is the single largest proposed demolition of Palestinian homes 
since 1967? What will he do to try to instil a sense of reality among the Israeli authorities 
to stop this unlawful theft of Palestinian land, which can only hinder the search for a two-
state solution? 

Mr Hague: The hon. Gentleman is right to say that such actions hinder the search 
for a two-state solution. Our condemnation of illegal settlement building and of 
demolitions on occupied land has been very clear across the House, as I have 
said. The important thing in the coming months is to move beyond that and to get 
into successful negotiations. The only answer, in the end, will be an agreed two-
state solution, and the time for that is slipping away. The hon. Gentleman rightly 
mentioned patience. The world has been patient, but the time in which a two-state 
solution can be agreed is now slipping away, partly because of changing facts on 
the ground. That demonstrates the urgency, and I believe, in the light of all the 
discussions I have had with Secretary Kerry so far, that he is fully seized of the 
importance and urgency of the issue. 

Steve Brine: I know that the Foreign Secretary is very much of the view that time is not 
on our side, and he has just reiterated that this morning. With that in mind, will he update 
Members on the situation in Lebanon, which I know he visited last week. 

Mr Hague: I visited Lebanon the week before last, and it is a country whose 
stability we want to support. While I was there, I announced additional support for 
the Lebanese armed forces as well as for the Special Tribunal for Lebanon. We 
do our best to contribute to the stability of the Lebanese state, but that is often 
fragile—not least because of what is happening in Syria at the moment. I believe 
that we have many friends in Lebanon and that our announcements were strongly 
welcomed there. 

Luciana Berger: As the right hon. Gentleman will know, the Israeli Prime Minister has 
recently given Tzipi Livni Cabinet responsibility for negotiations with the Palestinians. 
Does the Foreign Secretary agree that the appointment of a known vocal campaigner for 
a two-state solution is a welcome development? When will he or his Ministers meet Tzipi 
Livni and her Palestinian counterparts to see how Her Majesty’s Government could 
extend support for negotiations? 

Mr Hague: Of course we should and do welcome the appointment of Mrs Livni, 
although I stress that the final composition and make-up of the Israeli coalition has 
not yet been agreed—these things  have not been  finalised. Mrs Livni has worked  
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hard in the past to try to bring about negotiations on a two-state solution. We are 
indeed in regular touch with her and have been even when she was out of 
government. The negotiations, which failed to reach a conclusion by 1 March now 
have a further 14 days to produce an Israeli Government by 15 March. We hope 
that, whatever the composition of that Government, they will be committed to 
serious negotiations and have the same sense of urgency that we in this House 
have just expressed. 

Chris Williamson: Does the Foreign Secretary accept that a freeze on settlement 
building is not a precondition imposed by the Palestinians, but a requirement imposed by 
international law? 

Mr Hague: From what I have said many times about the illegality of settlement 
building on occupied land it will be clear to the hon. Gentleman where we stand 
on matters of international law. Now, however, we have to find a solution to all of 
this, and that will come only from a successful negotiation between Israelis and 
Palestinians. I do not know anyone who thinks that there will be any other way of 
bringing about an end to building on occupied land and peace both for Israelis and 
Palestinians. That is what we want to promote: settlements are obviously a major 
issue in any such negotiation. 

Sir Menzies Campbell (North East Fife) (LD): My right hon. Friend said a moment or 
two ago that the possibility of a two-state solution was slipping away. Does he 
understand that a large number of people, including well-informed commentators and 
analysts, believe that that time has now gone. If the position now is that the two-state 
solution is incapable of achievement, what are the prospects for any stability in Israel in 
the future? 

Mr Hague: If, indeed, that possibility has gone, the prospects for stability in the 
whole region—for Israel and others—would be greatly worsened. We should be 
clear about that, as it is part of the argument to Israeli leaders to get them to use 
the time remaining for a two-state solution to be brought about. On that, I differ 
from my right hon. and learned Friend in that while I think this may be the last 
chance for a two-state solution and that the time is slipping away, I do not think 
that the time for it has yet gone. That is why it was at the top of the agenda in all 
our discussions with the United States at the beginning of this year. We will do 
everything we can to support American efforts as President Obama arrives in 
Israel in three weeks’ time. 

Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): When the Israelis unilaterally withdrew from Gaza, the 
result was 7,000 missiles from Hamas on to Israeli towns and cities. Does my right hon. 
Friend agree that any negotiation on the administered territory on the west bank should 
be accompanied by a guarantee from Hamas of an end to its terrorism? 

Mr Hague: It is very important that rocket fire comes to an end. I am very 
concerned at reports of rockets being fired from Gaza into Israel last week, which 
was the first such incident since the ceasefire agreement in November. We call on 
all parties to respect in full the November ceasefire. We have consistently 
condemned the firing of rockets into Israel, which is not, of course, a helpful 
backdrop to peace negotiations. 

Mr Crispin Blunt (Reigate) (Con): I share the Foreign Secretary’s view that this is the 
last chance for a decisive move for peace. Is it not time to make it clear to the Israeli 
authorities that if it does not work on this occasion—if this move for peace ends as all the 
others have—the flagrant breach of international law that is represented by illegal 
settlements over 46 years, since 1967, will finally have to be met by some serious 
consequences, from the European Union and from ourselves? 

Mr Hague: It will be important for EU nations, including us, and for Arab nations to 
give careful and well-calibrated support to the American efforts. I have already 
been discussing that with Secretary Kerry. We need to allow time and space for 
this American effort to develop as President Obama visits the region later in the 
month, but I believe that it will important for us to be able to say in concrete terms,  
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at crucial stages of any negotiations that may develop, what we will do to support 
the process and to incentivise the parties involved. Of course, it may also be open 
to us to disincentivise—if I may use that word—those parties at crucial moments. 

Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): In the context of conditions for 
peace, the right hon. Gentleman may not be aware that last Saturday, in Palestine, I 
visited the mothers and surviving family members—for some have been killed by the 
Israelis—of Ayman Ismail, who is being held in administrative detention and has been on 
hunger strike for 246 days, and of Samer Issawi, who is being held on trumped-up 
charges after being tried twice, once by a civil court which said that he should be 
released tomorrow and once by a military court which is holding him for 20 years, He has 
been on hunger strike for 223 days, and is in a critical condition. Will the right hon. 
Gentleman make clear to Netanyahu that if these men die, their blood will be on his 
hands? 

Mr Hague: I think we can be absolutely clear that it is important for justice to be 
properly done and human rights to be observed on all occasions, for a justice 
system to be properly upheld, and for problems that have arisen in relation to 
hunger strikes—of which we have seen many in recent times—to be dealt with 
through successful talks between the Israeli authorities and those concerned 
whenever possible. We have urged that. There have been such successful talks 
in the past, and I hope that the same can happen in this case. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/13030
5-0001.htm#13030539000026  
 

Middle East 
9. Sir Bob Russell (Colchester) (LD): What recent discussions he has had with the 
Government of Israel on illegal settlements in the occupied west bank. [145882] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): We take regular opportunities to talk to the Government of 
the state of Israel about settlement policy which, as the House heard earlier, we 
consider to be illegal and an obstacle to peace. My most recent opportunity was a 
meeting with the Israeli ambassador last Friday. 

Sir Bob Russell: Against the worrying echoes of the southern states of the USA 50 
years ago and of apartheid South Africa 25 years ago, the Government of Israel 
introduced segregated buses for Israeli settlers living illegally on the west bank and for 
the indigenous Palestinian population. Appeasing the racist regime in Israel must stop. 
Will the Minister, with his European Union colleagues, end our cosy relationship in view 
of such behaviour? 

Alistair Burt: As always, recognising the context of Israel and the occupied 
Palestinian territories, particularly in relation to some of the hopes expressed by 
my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary earlier, means acknowledging how 
difficult the circumstances are, but also points to the consequences of there not 
being a settlement and of actions being pursued that continue to place Israel in a 
difficult position with world opinion. The longer the status quo is believed to be 
realistic, the more dangerous things become. We must all lend our efforts to the 
determination expressed by a number of states that this year must be definitive if 
we wish to see Palestinians and Israelis live in the sort of peace and harmony that 
we would all expect to bring an effective settlement to that region. 

Mr David Winnick (Walsall North) (Lab): Further to an earlier question, is not the crux 
of the matter that the Israeli Government, and previous Israeli Governments, do not 
believe that there will be any serious consequences as a result of what they do? Can one 
understand the sheer anger, resentment and frustration of the Palestinians who see no 
political progress at all? What would we do if we were in the same position as the 
Palestinians in the occupied territories? 

Alistair Burt: The crux of the matter remains the extraordinary distrust and low 
levels  of  confidence  between  Israelis  and  Palestinians  in  relation  to security  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/130305-0001.htm#13030539000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/130305-0001.htm#13030539000026
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matters and the long effects of the occupation, which has been so immensely 
damaging to both. As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary said, we fear 
that unless there is effective action this year, the opportunity for a two-state 
solution is slipping away, the barrier between Israeli and Palestinian that we have 
all seen growing in our time in the House is getting more and more severe, and 
the opportunities, therefore, for people to live together in the future are getting 
more and more remote. The anger is understood. The fear of lack of security on 
the Israeli side is understood. That is why this year has to be definitive to make 
serious progress. 

20. [145894] Mr Andrew Turner (Isle of Wight) (Con): Is it not the case that in no other 
country would we allow large numbers of migrants to occupy its land, denying the land to 
local people? Why is so much energy put into the likes of Syria after two years, when 
nothing appears to be done about Palestine’s west bank, and in particular East 
Jerusalem, after 40 years? 

Alistair Burt: I cannot accept the premise of the question that nothing is done in 
relation to this long-standing and deeply divisive issue. The United Kingdom has 
been a supporter of the Palestinian Authority and of its work towards statehood. 
We have condemned the possibility of settlements arising in new areas of East 
Jerusalem, we have condemned settlement building in East Jerusalem, and we 
continue to take the view that settlements are illegal and an obstruction to peace. 
As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has said during the course of these 
questions, this year must be definitive in making progress on both sides, so that 
the context of a secure Israel next to a viable Palestinian state becomes a reality 
before that window is lost and the situation becomes even more grave. 

Mr Andy Slaughter (Hammersmith) (Lab): The Minister rightly condemns illegal 
settlements, administrative detention and the demolition of Palestinian homes, but it 
appears that he cannot do very much. What he can do something about is the import of 
illegal goods from those settlements, which are running at eight times the level of imports 
from all Palestinians, as a recent report called “Trading Away Peace”, with which I 
believe he is familiar, by 22 non-governmental organisations, said. Will he now take 
steps to prevent the import of goods from illegal settlements to the UK? 

Alistair Burt: We continue to work with European partners on the possibility of 
extending voluntary labelling so that people can make their choices. We do not 
believe in a boycott of goods, but we believe in clear labelling so that people can 
see where goods have come from. We are certainly keen to ensure that no goods 
from settlement areas find their way into the European Union by being labelled as 
Israeli, and we are determined to ensure that that does not happen. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/13030
5-0001.htm#13030539000030  
 

Hezbollah 
3. Mr James Clappison (Hertsmere) (Con): What recent representations he has 
received on the activities of Hezbollah. [145876] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): On 18 February, the Bulgarian Foreign Minister told European Union 
Foreign Ministers that the Bulgarian Government took it as a justified assumption 
that two members of Hezbollah’s military wing had been involved in the terrorist 
attack in Burgas last July. Since then we have received representations from the 
United States and Israel about Hezbollah’s activity, and we have called on our 
European partners to respond robustly to terrorist actions on European soil. 

Mr Clappison: I warmly welcome what the Foreign Secretary has said. This was a 
terrorist attack which cost the lives of six people, tourists innocently going about their 
business. Is it not high time the European Union acted against Hezbollah and banned it 
in its entirety? Otherwise, will not the EU be left looking a little bit casual, if not shoddy, in 
its approach to terrorism? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/130305-0001.htm#13030539000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/130305-0001.htm#13030539000030
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Mr Hague: As my hon. Friend knows, we are clear about this. The United 
Kingdom proscribed Hezbollah’s external security organisation back in 2001, and 
extended that proscription to the military wing in 2008. We are now discussing the 
issue in the European Union, and we would like to see the EU follow what we 
have done. We are engaged in active discussion with EU countries. Some are 
supportive of this, some are awaiting evidence from Bulgaria before making a 
decision, and some have other concerns. We are seeking to persuade them that 
those concerns are not warranted, and that the European Union should take a 
decisive position. 

24. [145898] Mrs Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): The recent 
murder of Israeli tourists, together with a Bulgarian national, in Bulgaria is just the latest 
in a string of terrorist attacks by Hezbollah, from Argentina in 1994 to Cyprus and Turkey 
in 2011. Just what will it take for Europe to act against this terrorist organisation? 

Mr Hague: As the hon. Lady will gather, that is what we are discussing in the 
European Union. My Bulgarian colleague briefed us on the matter at the last 
meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council, and we are now having the discussions 
that I just described. As I say, some countries wish to look at the evidence in more 
detail, and some have other concerns about the impact on relations with Lebanon. 
However, I made it clear on my recent visit to Lebanon that we supported the 
Lebanese authorities’ statement that they would co-operate fully with the 
investigation and that there is no need for any decision we make about Hezbollah 
to have a damaging impact on Lebanon’s stability. 

Paul Maynard (Blackpool North and Cleveleys) (Con): Hezbollah makes no distinction 
between its military activities and its political activities, so why does the EU feel the need 
to make such a distinction before it reaches a view about sanctions against Hezbollah? 

Mr Hague: The United Kingdom made that distinction and we believe that those 
wings are organisationally distinct, even if they both come under the same overall 
leadership. It is important to recognise that Hezbollah’s political wing is and will 
remain an important part of Lebanon’s political scene, and we have to be able to 
act in the interests of the stability of Lebanon. We do not believe that an EU 
consensus could be arrived at on the designation of the whole of Hezbollah. 

Mr Douglas Alexander (Paisley and Renfrewshire South) (Lab): I have listened 
carefully to the answers offered by the Foreign Secretary, and on this matter I sense that 
there is genuine cross-party agreement across the House. He says that active 
discussions are under way with European partners on the proscription of Hezbollah’s 
military wing, but that some countries are looking at further evidence. Given the terms of 
the report published by the Bulgarians on 5 February and the discussions that the 
Bulgarian Minister has had with other European colleagues, will the Foreign Secretary 
tell the House what further discussions he is going to have, particularly with the French 
and with others? What assurance would they need in order to be able to match the 
action that, with our support, the British Government have taken? 

Mr Hague: Of course, we are in active discussion with other European partners, 
including France. As I say, some are immediately supportive of designation, as we 
are, but some want to look in more detail at the evidence, although plenty of 
evidence is available. Some have concerns about the impact on the stability of 
Lebanon—concerns that I think are unfounded—on EU relations with Lebanon or 
on European troops serving in the UN mission in southern Lebanon, the United 
Nations Interim Force In Lebanon. So there are a variety of reasons for this, which 
I do not agree with, and it is clear that the right hon. Gentleman does not agree 
with them either. I shall, thus, quote the strong cross-party support in this House 
in the Government’s further discussions about this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/13030
5-0001.htm#13030539000027  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/130305-0001.htm#13030539000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130305/debtext/130305-0001.htm#13030539000027
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United Nations 

Palestinian children need better protection in Israeli military detention – UNICEF 
Palestinian children detained by the Israeli military are subject to ill-treatment that 
violates international laws, the United Nations Children’s Fund said today, as it issued 
recommendations to improve the protection of minors. 
“Ill-treatment of Palestinian children in the Israeli military detention system appears to be 
widespread, systematic and institutionalized,” according to a briefing paper prepared by 
the agency. 
According to figures cited in Children in Israeli military detention: observations and 
recommendations, approximately 700 Palestinian children each year between the ages 
of 12 and 17 are arrested, interrogated and detained by Israeli army, police and security 
agents. In the past 10 years, some 7,000 children – the majority of them boys – were 
held, an average of two children each day. 
Based on interviews with some of these minors, as well as with Israeli and Palestinian 
lawyers, and reviews of cases, UNICEF concluded that there appears to be a pattern of 
ill-treatment during the arrest, transfer and interrogation of child detainees. 
The 22-page report cites examples of arrests of children at their homes between midnight 
and 5:00 am by heavily armed soldiers, as well as physical and verbal abuse during 
transfer to an interrogation site, and interrogation using physical violence and threats. 
The paper also cites “treatment inconsistent with child rights,” including shackling minors 
during court appearances and incarcerating them in Israel, which isolates them from their 
families and interrupts their studies. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44296&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UTeEpaX6_fY  
 
UN-organized Gaza marathon cancelled due to local ban on women’s participation 
The annual United Nations-organized Gaza marathon will not take place this year due to 
disagreements with local officials on the participation of women, the UN agency assisting 
Palestinian refugees said today. 
In a press release announcing the decision, the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestinian Refugees in the Near East stated that it “regrets” the cancellation of the third 
edition of the race, originally scheduled for 10 April. 
“This disappointing decision follows discussions with the authorities in Gaza who have 
insisted that no women should participate,” UNRWA stated. ; 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44281&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UTeFo6X6_fY  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
 

Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_68093.html
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44296&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UTeEpaX6_fY
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1664
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44281&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UTeFo6X6_fY
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf


 9

 

** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0137/amend/pbc1370503a.875-877.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0126/amend/pbc1260503m.87-93.html 
 

Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130305/am/13030
5s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130305/pm/13030
5s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/pro1260503p.13-
15.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130305-
0001.htm#13030549000570  

  
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0137/amend/pbc1370503a.875-877.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0137/amend/pbc1370503a.875-877.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/amend/pbc1260503m.87-93.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/amend/pbc1260503m.87-93.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130305/am/130305s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130305/am/130305s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130305/pm/130305s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130305/pm/130305s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/pro1260503p.13-15.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/pro1260503p.13-15.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130305-0001.htm#13030549000570
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130305-0001.htm#13030549000570
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill (closing date 12 March 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2013/february/have-your-say-on-the-marriage-
same-sex-couples-bill/  
 
 

Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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