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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Mary Creagh: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
what tests the Food Standards Agency is conducting to ensure that food in the public 
sector food supply chain labelled as halal does not contain pork DNA. [142097] 

Mr Heath: It is the responsibility of all food businesses to ensure that the food 
they sell is what it says it is and that consumers are not misled. DEFRA's food 
authenticity programme develops and validates methods to detect the presence of 
pork in foods. These methodologies are made available as standard operating 
procedures to support testing by public analysts and industry. 
The Food Standards Agency delegates responsibility to local authorities for 
enforcing food safety legislation in food premises, covering the food supply chain 
from food manufacturing, processing, packing, distribution and storage through to 
catering and retail, including in the public sector.  There are no specific 
regulations governing the sale and labelling of halal or kosher meat. However, if 
meat is labelled as such, this must not mislead the consumer. Certification is 
provided by private organisations.  The Government's unit for engaging faith 
communities at DCLG will be hosting discussions between DEFRA, the Food 
Standards Agency and representatives of kosher and halal organisations this 
month. These discussions will cover how the Government is responding to the 
recently reported contamination of meat products through its testing programme 
and the approaches being used to detect contamination. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0
002.htm#13030442000022  
 

Animal Welfare: Slaughterhouses 
Mike Freer: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs when 
his Department will publish the result of the consultation on the Welfare of Animals at the 
Time of Killing. [145937] 

Mr Heath: The Government's consultation on measures to implement EU 
Regulation 1099/2009 on the Protection of Animals at the Time of Killing closed 
on 24 October 2012. We are currently considering the responses received. Once 
this process has been completed a response will be published as quickly as 
possible on the DEFRA website. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0
002.htm#13030442000005  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0002.htm#13030442000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0002.htm#13030442000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0002.htm#13030442000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0002.htm#13030442000005


 2

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Diane Abbott (1133) Tackling racism and anti-semitism in sport – That this House 
condemns all forms of racism and anti-Semitism in sport; is disturbed by the recent racial 
discrimination and abuse highlighted in European football; calls for the adoption of all 
necessary measures to eliminate racism and anti-Semitism and to promote equal 
opportunities within sport; believes that more needs to be done to raise the awareness of 
those in sports and football management to engage black and minority ethnic (BME) 
communities in the UK at both the professional level and grass roots game to empower 
BME players, managers, coaches, referees and staff to set the agenda on race and 
diversity issues and to work collectively with the authorities to do so; and further believes 
that the landscape within British and European sport, especially football must change to 
a position of zero tolerance of racism. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/1133  
 
 

Home Office 

Public to get clearer picture of how crime is recorded 
More detailed crime categories are being introduced to give the public a clearer picture of 
how police are tackling crime. Under the current system, 70 per cent of crimes are 
recorded as 'undetected', leaving victims and the public concerned that nothing has been 
done by police. This will change with the introduction of a new recording framework. A 
new 'community resolution' category will recognise the community penalties that 
criminals receive. Some forces already submit this data voluntarily, but from April 2013 
all forces will be required to. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/more-detailed-crime-categories  
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Holocaust 

Northern Ireland Assembly Questions 

Kindertransport Farm, Millisle 
Mr McCarthy asked the Minister of the Environment whether he has given any 
consideration to the listing of the Kindertransport Farm, Millisle. (AQW 19265/11-15) 

Mr Attwood: The department has considered these buildings for listing on three 
separate occasions. They were first recorded in 1973 and again visited in 1998 as 
part of the more detailed Second Survey of Buildings of Architectural and Historic 
Interest. On each of these occasions they were considered not to meet the 
statutory test of Article 42 of the Planning Order (1991) i.e. they were not 
assessed as ‘buildings of ‘special architectural or historic interest’. 
They were inspected and recorded again in 2009 following a Listing Query from 
the President of the Belfast Jewish Community. This survey has not yet been fully 
assessed. 
I have asked the Northern Ireland Environment Agency to compete this review 
and I will write to you again when this has been carried out. 

Mr McCarthy asked the Minister of the Environment, given the disrepair of the 
Kindertransport Farm, Millisle, and the historical significance it has in the legacy of 
Holocaust survivors, whether there has been a decision made to restore the site. (AQW 
19266/11-15) 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/1133
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/more-detailed-crime-categories
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Mr Attwood: The structures on this site are not designated and are therefore 
currently not eligible for support from the Department of the Environment. 
However, this status is currently under review and, should they become listed, 
then eligible works of repair would attract assistance under the terms of the Listed 
Building Grant-Aid Scheme. 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/1/130301.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli government on civilian casualties in 
Gaza. [145651] 

Alistair Burt: The Government has repeatedly called on Israel to observe 
international humanitarian law and do everything possible to avoid civilian 
casualties, including in the context of the Gaza conflict last November.  
We have made clear to Israel our longstanding concerns about the manner in 
which the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) polices the buffer zone between Israel and 
Gaza. In the context of recent cases of Palestinian civilians killed by the IDF in 
both Gaza and the West Bank, officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have 
reiterated our concerns over the IDF's use of live ammunition with both the Israeli 
Ministry of Defence and National Security Council. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0
002.htm#13030439000066  
 

Middle East 
Nigel Adams: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the security situation in the Sinai Peninsula. [145805] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about the security situation in the Sinai and 
have raised our concerns with the Egyptian authorities following a number of 
attacks against Egyptian security forces in 2012, including on the Egypt-Israeli 
border. The Egyptian authorities have increased their efforts to address the threat, 
recognising the need for a holistic response including local development as well 
as security measures. Foreign and Commonwealth Office Travel Advice warns 
against all travel to the Governorate of North Sinai and against all but essential 
travel to the Governorate of South Sinai. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0
002.htm#13030439000062  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Developing Countries: Religion 
Jeremy Lefroy: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps 
her  Department   has  taken  to   implement  the  commitment  in  its   Faith   Partnership  
 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/1/130301.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0002.htm#13030439000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0002.htm#13030439000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0002.htm#13030439000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0002.htm#13030439000062
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Principles paper to build a systematic evidence base of the role that faith groups play in 
development. [145575] 

Lynne Featherstone: The DFID “Faith Partnership Principles Paper” which aimed 
to strengthen and guide DFID's future relationship and collaboration with faith 
groups recommended that the Faith Working Group should establish a 
“Community of Learning” to document the effect of faith groups. A coalition of faith 
groups, academia and civil society organisations has established a “Joint 
Learning Initiative” to map the work and document the effectiveness of faith 
groups. 
DFID has been supportive of this coalition. DFID officials met representatives of 
the Joint Learning Initiative on 26 February to agree the next stage of this work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0
003.htm#1303054000007  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
 

Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130304-
0001.htm#13030411000732  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/amend/ml083-iii.htm  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0003.htm#1303054000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/text/130304w0003.htm#1303054000007
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130304-0001.htm#13030411000732
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130304-0001.htm#13030411000732
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/amend/ml083-iii.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
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Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

  
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill (closing date 12 March 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2013/february/have-your-say-on-the-marriage-
same-sex-couples-bill/  
 
 

Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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