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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Marriage 
Gregory Campbell: To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities what measures she 
plans to introduce to ensure protection for religious groups whose opposition to same sex 
marriage ceremonies in their premises is challenged via the European Court of Human 
Rights. [142600] 

Mrs Grant: As the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport and Minister for 
Women and Equalities made clear at the Second Reading of the Marriage (Same 
Sex Couples) Bill, the Bill contains full protection against successful legal 
challenge of a religious organisation's refusal to conduct a marriage of same sex 
couples. 
The Bill contains a quadruple lock of religious protections which deliver on this 
commitment. No religious organisation will be allowed to solemnize marriages of 
same sex couples according to its rites or on its premises unless the governing 
authority of the organisation has formally chosen to "opt in". It is clearly provided 
in the Bill that no religious organisation can be compelled to “opt in”. So any 
challenge in the European Court of Human Rights would be brought against the 
Government, not the religious organisation. Even if an organisation does opt in, 
no minister of religion (or person involved in the solemnization) can be compelled 
to take part. We have made separate arrangements to protect the Church of 
England and the Church in Wales because of their unique legal positions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130228/text/130228w0
003.htm#13022883000002 
 

Prisoners: Religion 
Lord Avebury: To ask Her Majesty's Government what statistics they have published on 
the religion of prisoners in England and Wales since the end of 2010.[HL5638] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally): Statistics on the 
prison population by religion in England and Wales are published annually within 
table A1.23 of the Offender Management Caseload Statistics-annual tables, 
available at:  
http://www.justice.gov.uk/statistics/prisons-and-probation/oms-quarterly/oms-
quarterly-editions. 
The table below provides information on the population in prison establishments in 
England and Wales by religion as at 30 June 2011. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130228/text/130228w0003.htm#13022883000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130228/text/130228w0003.htm#13022883000002
http://www.justice.gov.uk/statistics/prisons-and-probation/oms-quarterly/oms-quarterly-editions
http://www.justice.gov.uk/statistics/prisons-and-probation/oms-quarterly/oms-quarterly-editions
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 2011 
Total 85,374 
All Christian 42,511 
Anglican 19,713 
Free Church 1,136 
Roman Catholic 15,001 
Other Christian 6,661 
Muslim 10,672 
Hindu 452 
Sikh 711 
Buddhist 1,793 
Jewish 228 
Other religious group 1,010 
Non recognised 17 
No religion 26,113 
Not recorded 1,867 

These figures have been drawn from administrative IT systems which, as with any 
large-scale recording system, are subject to possible errors with data entry and 
processing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130228w0001.htm#130
22847000289  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Caste 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Women and Equalities (Mrs Helen 
Grant): This Government believe that no one should suffer prejudice because of caste. 
… We are therefore pleased to announce that the Government Equalities Office and the 
Department for Communities and Local Government have appointed Talk for a Change 
to engage with the affected communities to run an educational programme to help tackle 
this complex and sensitive issue. … to raise awareness of those channels of help and 
redress that are already open to those who feel themselves to have been victims of caste 
discrimination or harassment. The programme will also be used to generate educational 
material that will subsequently be made available to local authorities, schools, colleges, 
employers, police and any others who may be likely to come into contact with caste-
related issues. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/wmstext/13030
1m0001.htm#13030170000002  
 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Improving inquests 
Supporting bereaved families during an inquest will be at the heart of the new coroner 
system. Under new plans announced today coroners will: 
 be subject to stricter time limits for completing an inquest; 
 have to report any cases that last more than a year to the Chief Coroner; 
 be required to release bodies for funerals within 30 days; 
 provide greater access to materials, such as post-mortem reports, before the inquest 

takes place; 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130228w0001.htm#13022847000289
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130228w0001.htm#13022847000289
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/wmstext/130301m0001.htm#13030170000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/wmstext/130301m0001.htm#13030170000002
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 be able to make use of new technologies so that vulnerable witnesses can give 
evidence via video link; 

 be subject to new mandatory training requirements. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/features/improving-inquests  
 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

Post-mortems (West of Scotland) 
Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Lab): 6. To ask the Scottish Government 
what action the Cabinet Secretary for Justice will take to reduce delays in post-mortems 
in the west of Scotland. (S4O-01854) 

The Cabinet Secretary for Justice (Kenny MacAskill): NHS Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde, which provides mortuary services for the two west of Scotland health 
boards—NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde and NHS Lanarkshire—and for the 
procurator fiscal in its Southern general hospital mortuary facility in Glasgow has 
advised that there are currently no delays to those services, with the hospital post-
mortems being carried out within three to four working days. 
All post-mortem examinations that are requested as a result of deaths reported to 
the procurator fiscal on Friday 22 February 2013 were scheduled for examination 
at the Southern general hospital on Thursday 28 February, which is within the 
three to four working days period. 
Since December 2012, almost all the post-mortem examinations that are 
instructed by the procurator fiscal in the west of Scotland are being undertaken at 
the newly established Southern general hospital mortuary facilities in Glasgow. 
That state-of-the-art, modern mortuary facility has replaced the services that were 
previously provided at the 80-year-old Glasgow city mortuary, which has 
now closed. 
The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Services works with the national health 
service and the pathologists who conduct the post-mortem examinations at the 
Southern general mortuary facility, and all are committed to ensuring that the 
post-mortem process is conducted timeously. 

Duncan McNeil: I thank the cabinet secretary for that response, although the information 
that I have is clearly different from the information that his officials have provided to him. 
I am sure that the cabinet secretary appreciates the traumatic experience of a sudden 
death in any family. The information that I have is that the average wait for a post-
mortem in the Southern general hospital is 10 days. It can go beyond that, of course. In a 
recent, but not isolated, incident in my constituency, my constituent’s mother passed 
away on the seventh of the month, the post-mortem did not take place until the 22nd and 
the funeral could not take place until the 26th. I am sure that the cabinet secretary would 
agree that that is an unacceptable wait for any bereaved family, and that it adds to the 
trauma of a sudden death. 
Will the cabinet secretary work with the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing to 
investigate those matters and end the unacceptable delays that affect bereaved families 
in the west of Scotland? 

Kenny MacAskill: I certainly agree that a sudden death is traumatic for the 
relatives and that we must look after the interests of those who are suffering. 
I understand that the matter has been raised previously in correspondence by Mr 
McNeil. That correspondence was passed to Mr John Green, the head of the 
Crown Office’s Scottish fatalities investigation unit, to consider. Mr Green 
telephoned Mr McNeil’s office on 1 February 2013. I understand that Mr McNeil 
was absent, but Mr Green spoke to one of Mr McNeil’s staff, appraised him of the 
situation and indicated that he would be happy to  discuss anything further with Mr  
 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/features/improving-inquests
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McNeil upon his return. So far, I understand that no follow-up contact has been 
received by Mr Green, but I suggest that Mr Green is still willing to engage with Mr 
McNeil and that, in order to try to achieve the outcome that Mr McNeil and I agree 
on, which is a reduction in the trauma for the victims, Mr McNeil should speak to 
Mr Green. 

Duncan McNeil: Mr Green confirmed the details that I have outlined this morning, which 
contradict the cabinet secretary. There was a 10-day wait, according to Mr Green. 
However, the point is that there are two cabinet secretaries involved in this matter—the 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice and the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing. Since 
I spoke to Mr Green, I have asked the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing 
questions about the issue. Both cabinet secretaries should get together and get it sorted. 

Kenny MacAskill: Under the constitutional arrangements, it is the Crown Office 
and Procurator Fiscal Service that deals with this matter. …  
That is perfectly appropriate, because it is challenged to look after the 
best interests of our communities. It does so in an impartial way, and that is how 
post-mortems are carried out. I suggest, therefore, that Mr McNeil should take up 
Mr Green’s offer to discuss the matter. The Government is happy to do what we 
can—my colleague, the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing will deal with 
the particular medical matters—but post-mortems are a matter for the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, and Mr McNeil would do well to 
speak to Mr Green, the head of the Crown Office’s Scottish fatalities investigation 
unit, who called him on 1 February. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7772&mode=htm
l#iob_70896  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps his Department is taking to deter the use of administrative detention in Israel. 
[144713] 

Alistair Burt: We have discussed our concerns about Israel's extensive use of 
administrative detention with the Israeli authorities on many occasions, including 
at Foreign Minister and National Security Adviser levels. The Attorney-General 
raised this during his visit to Israel last November, when he was assured by his 
Israeli counterpart that the numbers in administrative detention had decreased by 
90% in the last five years and that administrative detention was only being used in 
exceptional cases. We will continue to monitor these issues. 

Frank Field: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he is discussing with the Israeli Government ending its practice of administrative 
detention. [144720] 

Alistair Burt: We have discussed our concerns about Israel's extensive use of 
administrative detention with the Israeli authorities on many occasions, including 
at Foreign Minister and National Security Adviser levels. The Attorney-General, 
my right hon. and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve), raised 
this during his visit to Israel last November with his Israeli counterpart. 

Frank Field: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps the Government is taking to monitor and alleviate the conditions of the four 
Palestinian hunger strikers held in Israeli  jails  and  to  ensure  that  Israel  fully  respects  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7772&mode=html#iob_70896
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7772&mode=html#iob_70896
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international human rights obligations towards all Palestinian detainees and prisoners. 
[144721] 

Alistair Burt: Officials at the British consulate general in Jerusalem are 
monitoring the cases of the Palestinian hunger strikers. They are in regular 
contact with the Prisoners Affairs Ministry in the Palestinian Authority. We have 
lobbied the Israeli authorities that those on hunger strike receive appropriate 
medical care and have encouraged all sides to reach a solution that prevents loss 
of life. 
We believe that Israel has legal obligations as an occupying power with respect to 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories under applicable international law, including 
the Fourth Geneva convention. We have a regular dialogue with the Government 
of Israel with regard to the implementation of those obligations. 

Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will issue a condemnation of Israel's use of administrative detention to hold people 
without trial; and what steps his Department is taking to encourage Israel to stop its use. 
[144887] 

Alistair Burt: We are concerned about Israel's extensive use of administrative 
detention which, according to international law, should be used only when security 
makes this absolutely necessary rather than as routine practice, and as a 
preventive rather than a punitive measure. We have discussed our concerns with 
the Israeli authorities on many occasions, including at Foreign Minister and 
National Security Adviser levels. The Attorney-General, my right hon. and learned 
Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve), raised this during his visit to 
Israel last November, when he was assured by his Israeli counterpart that the 
numbers in administrative detention had decreased by 90% in the last five years 
and that administrative detention was only being used in exceptional cases. We 
will continue to monitor these issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0
004.htm#13030166000177  
 

Palestinians 
Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
offences have been committed by the Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails receiving 
payments from the Palestinian Authority. [145807] 

Mr Duncan: Full details concerning the offences committed by Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails are not available. We understand from the Palestinian 
Authority that they have had difficulty obtaining this information from the Israeli 
authorities. However we are aware that the number of Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails includes individuals who are under administrative detention and who 
have therefore been arrested without a trial or charge. 

Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether the 
Palestinian Authority offers anti-crime education programmes to the families of 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. [145808] 

Mr Duncan: This is a question for the Palestinian Authority (PA). However, we are 
aware that the PA teaches civic education as part of its curriculum. 

Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how many 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails have received payments from the Palestinian 
Authority in each of the last five years. [145809] 

Mr Duncan: At the request of the Israeli authorities, Palestinian prisoners held in 
Israeli jails receive a minimal allowance to cover the cost of food and clothes. 
Further questions in this respect are a matter for the Israeli authorities who 
administer these payments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0
004.htm#13030166000184  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0004.htm#13030166000177
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0004.htm#13030166000177
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0004.htm#13030166000184
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0004.htm#13030166000184


 6

 

Palestinians 
Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps her 
Department (a) has taken and (b) plans to take to ensure that UK financial aid to the 
Palestinian Authority is not used for incitement against Israel and the West. [144820] 

Mr Duncan: We oppose the advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that 
constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence in all circumstances. 
We do not hesitate to raise instances of incitement with both the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) and Israel whenever we feel this appropriate. Our memorandum of 
understanding with the PA reaffirms the PA's commitment to non-violence and 
makes clear that our aid is intended to contribute towards a peaceful and 
prosperous Palestinian state and society by improving fiscal sustainability, 
improving public satisfaction and lowering fiduciary risk. We engage closely with 
the PA to ensure our money has maximum effect on achieving the intended goals. 

Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what processes 
are in place to ensure that UK-funded, EU-funded and UN-funded non-governmental 
organisations in the Palestinian Authority do not promote incitement against Israel and 
the West. [144889] 

Mr Duncan: We deplore incitement on either side of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, including any comments that could stir up hatred and prejudice in a region 
that needs a culture of peace and mutual respect. UK, EU and UN funded non-
governmental organisations in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are subject to 
rigorous due diligence assessments to ensure that funds are used for legitimate 
development purposes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130228/text/130228w0
003.htm#13022881000068  

Palestinians 
Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority on reports of Palestinian 
Authority-sanctioned incitement against Israel and the West. [144821] 

Alistair Burt: We raise instances of incitement with both the Palestinian Authority 
and Israel whenever we are aware of serious concerns. The British Government 
opposes the advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes 
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence in all circumstances. 

Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps his Department has taken to help ensure access to justice for Palestinians 
detained by the Israeli authorities. [144843] 

Alistair Burt: We are providing practical assistance, such as helping ensure that 
detainees are represented by Palestinian lawyers trained in Israeli military law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0
004.htm#13030166000179  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130228/text/130228w0003.htm#13022881000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130228/text/130228w0003.htm#13022881000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0004.htm#13030166000179
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0004.htm#13030166000179
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
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Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0137/amend/pbc1372802a.809-810.html 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0137/amend/pbc1372702a.807.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0126/amend/pbc1262802m.63-69.html 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/amend/pbc1262802a.81-
84.html  
 

Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130228/am/130228s
01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130228/pm/130228s
01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/pro1262802p.11-12.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130228/pm/130228s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/pro1262802p.11-12.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill (closing date 12 March 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2013/february/have-your-say-on-the-marriage-
same-sex-couples-bill/  
 
 

Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
** Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 
2009 (closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
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