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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religious Faith 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Warsi on 17 January (WA 151-2), on what evidence they base the statement 
that the voice of people of faith has not always been heard; and whether they intend to 
operate a policy of positive discrimination in favour of the views of people of faith in the 
formulation and implementation of public policy.[HL4794] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Representatives of churches and other faiths have often described the obstacles 
they have encountered in receiving a fair hearing from local and central 
government. The Government are committed to giving faith communities a seat at 
the table in public life, not a privileged position but that of an equal informer in the 
debate. 
There is no policy of positive discrimination: the perspectives of people without a 
religious faith are just as important in the formulation and implementation of policy 
as those of faith. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128w0001.htm#130
12819000634  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130117w0001.htm#130
11758000575  
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Holocaust 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Bell and McCann host Holocaust event 
… Junior Minister Bell said: “Holocaust Memorial Day gives us an opportunity to reflect on 
the consequences of discrimination and persecution and learn from lessons of the past. It  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128w0001.htm#13012819000634
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128w0001.htm#13012819000634
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is a time to remember those who have been murdered in the Holocaust and other more 
recent genocides, in Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda and Darfur. It is very important that we 
not only remember the dead but we must also learn from the atrocities of the past in the 
hope of creating a better shared future for everyone.” 
Junior Minister McCann added: “It is important to remember the Holocaust but also to 
ensure that the actions that led to the Holocaust are eradicated from society. We must 
challenge sectarianism, racism and homophobia. We have a responsibility to do so and 
the best memorial we could leave is a society where lessons are learned and everyone is 
treated equally. We must challenge all forms of hatred and promote inclusion. Everyone 
has a place in our society and we all have a valuable contribution to make." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/index/media-centre/news-departments/news-
ofmdfm/news-ofmdfm-280113-bell-and-mccann.htm  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 18 December 2012, Official Report, columns 767-8W, on 
Middle East, what other actions the Government has taken to comply with paragraph 7 of 
UN Security Council Resolution 465 (1980). [140061] 

Alistair Burt: The UK continues to comply with paragraph 7 of UN Security 
Council Resolution 465 (1980), calling upon states not to provide Israel with any 
assistance to be used specifically in connection with settlements in the occupied 
territories. We, together with the general international community, remain clear on 
the status of settlements: they constitute a clear violation of international law, are 
an obstacle to peace, and a threat to the viability of the two-state solution. 
We continue to condemn Israeli settlement activity. Most recently the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), issued a statement on 18 December condemning 
the decision by the Jerusalem District Planning Board to give approval for a plan 
to build 1,500 housing units in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Ramat 
Shlomo, and expressing concern at reports that the Board is considering giving 
the approval to a further 5,000 housing units in East Jerusalem. I also issued a 
statement on 26 December, making it clear that these steps were further 
profoundly provocative actions that run contrary to the Fourth Geneva Convention 
and created a further obstacle to peace. Our condemnation of the legalisation of 
outpost Nofei Nehemia and the publishing of tenders in Kiryat Arba and Efrat was 
raised by the UK's Permanent Representative to the UN during the UN Security 
Council's open debate on the Middle East on 23 January. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130128/text/130128w0
002.htm#13012847000024  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121218/text/121218w0
004.htm#12121876002554  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made  to  the  Government  of  Israel  concerning  the  use  of  live  ammunition, following  
 

http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/index/media-centre/news-departments/news-ofmdfm/news-ofmdfm-280113-bell-and-mccann.htm
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/index/media-centre/news-departments/news-ofmdfm/news-ofmdfm-280113-bell-and-mccann.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130128/text/130128w0002.htm#13012847000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130128/text/130128w0002.htm#13012847000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121218/text/121218w0004.htm#12121876002554
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121218/text/121218w0004.htm#12121876002554
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reports of the shooting of Samir Ahmad Abdul-Rahmin by Israeli soldiers.[HL4665] 
The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv raised our concerns regarding the use of 
live ammunition in this case with the Director-General for Strategic Affairs in the 
Israeli Prime Minister's Office on 17 January. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128w0001.htm#130
12819000623  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what replies they have received from the 
Government of Israel to representations made about the release of withheld Palestinian 
tax and customs revenues; and what action they will take if those revenues are not 
released. [HL4623] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Israeli Government maintain that they have suspended the transfer of clearance 
revenues to deduct debts the Palestinian Authority (PA) owes the Israel Electric 
Corporation. But we continue to lobby the Israeli authorities at senior levels to 
release the custom revenues, in accordance with the Paris protocol. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right 
honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), raised the issue 
with Israeli Acting Foreign Minister on 2 January 2012. The Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend 
the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), raised it with the Israeli 
ambassador to London on 3 December 2012. Our embassy in Tel Aviv continues 
to raise this issue with the Israeli Government at senior levels, most recently on 
21 January. 
We are also lobbying Arab League states to deliver on their pledge of providing a 
$100 million safety net -the Foreign Secretary raised this with Arab League 
Secretary-General El-Araby on 7 January and the Arab League discussed the 
issue in Cairo on 13 January. UK posts in key Arab states are lobbying host 
governments to deliver promised funding. We will continue to lobby Arab states at 
senior levels. We have also discussed the issue with European partners and 
following those discussions the European Commission has announced that it will 
front-load its payments of aid to the PA, bringing payments forward to help bridge 
the current crisis. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the welfare of the prisoner Samer Al-
Issawi, currently on hunger strike. [HL4666]  

Baroness Warsi: Officials at our consulate-general in Jerusalem are monitoring 
the continued hunger strike by Mr Issawi and other Palestinian prisoners and are 
in regular contact with the Prisoners Affairs Ministry in the Palestinian Authority. 
We have lobbied the Israeli authorities underlining the need for those on hunger 
strike to receive appropriate medical care and are asking all sides to reach a 
solution that prevents loss of life. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the steps taken to establish a system to monitor the treatment of Palestinian children 
in custody, following the recommendations of the report, Children in Military Custody, 
published in June 2012.[HL4668] 

Baroness Warsi: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), has written to the Israeli ambassador to London to urge 
Israel to take action on this report. During his visit to Israel in November 2012, the 
Attorney-General,  my right  honourable  friend the  Member for  Beaconsfield  (Mr  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128w0001.htm#13012819000623
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128w0001.htm#13012819000623
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Grieve) discussed the report with the Israeli Attorney General Yehuda Weinstein 
and other senior interlocutors. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between UK 
and British legal experts on the subject. 
In the mean time we have welcomed some small steps taken by the Israeli 
authorities. These include a recent Israeli military order which reduces the length 
of time children can be held in pre-trial detention and an announcement in 
December by the Israeli state attorney reducing, from April, the period a 
Palestinian minor falling under the jurisdiction of the West Bank military court 
system can be held before being brought before a judge. 
We will continue to press the Israeli authorities for further action on the 
recommendations in the report. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128w0001.htm#130
12819000624  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128-
gc0001.htm#1301288000167  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0045/amend/su045-ixa.htm  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128w0001.htm#13012819000624
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128-gc0001.htm#1301288000167
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130128-gc0001.htm#1301288000167
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0045/amend/su045-ixa.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
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Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
** All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
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