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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

ECHR (British Airways) 
7. Andrew Stephenson (Pendle) (Con): What assessment the Church Commissioners 
have made of the decision of the European Court of Human Rights that British Airways 
acted unreasonably in banning an employee from wearing a cross at work. [139097] 

The Second Church Estates Commissioner (Sir Tony Baldry): The Church of 
England welcomed the recent judgments from the European Court of Human 
Rights. The victory of Ms Eweida is a straightforward victory for common sense. In 
a free country, the wearing of symbols of one’s religious faith should be entirely 
uncontroversial. I do not believe that Christians, just because they are Christians, 
should have any greater rights than anyone else in the community, but certainly 
Christians, because they are Christians, should not have fewer rights. 

Andrew Stephenson: I thank my hon. Friend for that answer. While Nadia Eweida won 
her case against British Airways, which I wholeheartedly welcome, a nurse lost her case 
regarding the wearing of a cross at work, something she had done for 30 years. The 
Right Reverend the Bishop of Exeter has described the laws as balanced against the 
rights of conscience and faith. Does my hon. Friend agree with those of us who believe 
that we still need to do more to protect religious freedoms and tolerance in the British 
workplace? 

Sir Tony Baldry: Personally, I think the ECHR got the balance on religious 
symbols about right. While fully upholding the right of Christians and others to 
wear discreet religious symbols at work, this, like many other rights, cannot be an 
absolute. In the case of Ms Chaplin, we fully accept that the need for hospitals to 
preserve the highest standards of hygiene, and safety has to come first. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/13012
4-0001.htm#13012438000046  
 

Human Rights: Religion 
Mr Spellar: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what the total 
legal costs to the Government have been of opposing the appeals at the European Court 
of Human Rights in the cases of Eweida and others to date. [138325] 

Mrs Grant: These cases were brought against the UK Government and it was 
only right that the Government defended them. It would have been wrong to settle 
the cases out of court, at great  expense to the  taxpayer,  when  we had a  strong  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-0001.htm#13012438000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-0001.htm#13012438000046
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prospect of success. 
The costs of work carried out by the Government's own legal services cannot be 
broken down in respect of individual legal cases in the way requested. However, 
the cost of instructing external legal advisers to defend litigation against the 
United Kingdom in respect of the four Christian applications to the European 
Court of Human Rights is approximately £37,000. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/text/130124w0
001.htm#13012463000048  

 
Religious Education 

3. Fiona Bruce (Congleton) (Con): What assessment the Church Commissioners have 
made of ways in which religious education teaching could be improved and ensuring that 
teachers have an understanding of basic Christianity. [139093] 

The Second Church Estates Commissioner (Sir Tony Baldry): The Church of 
England’s board of education and diocesan education team share the concerns 
expressed by my hon. Friend about the quality of RE teaching. The Church is 
working with the Religious Education Council and other national bodies to ensure 
that the profile of religious education remains high. I welcome this opportunity to 
pay tribute to the work of my hon. Friend and that of the all-party parliamentary 
group on religious education, which does so much to highlight those issues. 

Fiona Bruce: Does my hon. Friend agree that RE is important because it has a crucial 
role in the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of children; a pastoral role in 
creating space in classrooms where they can safely explore ideas about some of life’s 
most profound challenges and values; and a role in promoting mutual tolerance and 
understanding? However, does he also agree that, for that to happen, we need good 
quality RE teacher training and support? 

Sir Tony Baldry: I fully agree with everything my hon. Friend says. That is why 
we are concerned about the removal of postgraduate certificate in education 
places for religious education and the minimal amount of time primary teachers 
receive to address religious education in their training. However, rather more 
encouraging is the fact that student take-up of religious education at GCSE has 
been at substantial levels for many years. The number of people sitting RE exams 
demonstrates that young people are indeed curious about faith and religion. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/13012
4-0001.htm#13012438000042  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Col 527  Graham Evans: … We all know the story of the holocaust—we know about the 
working conditions, the gas chambers, murder on an industrial scale and the irony of 
“Arbeit macht frei”—but to know the facts is to know only the outlines, like reading a 
blueprint rather than walking around a building. The Prime Minister and my hon. Friend 
the Member for Stratford-on-Avon (Nadhim Zahawi) both commended the fantastic work 
of the Holocaust Educational Trust, raising awareness in Prime Minister’s questions, and I 
would like to do the same. … 

 

Lee Scot: … Does[my Hon Friend] agree that the wonderful work of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust in getting across the educational aspect of this issue will ensure both 
that  future  generations  understand  the  tragedy  of  the  holocaust — what  went on, the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/text/130124w0001.htm#13012463000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/text/130124w0001.htm#13012463000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-0001.htm#13012438000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-0001.htm#13012438000042
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atrocities—and that it does not happen again, to any community whatever? 
 

col 528  Graham Evans: I totally, wholeheartedly agree with [my Hon Friend]. We cannot 
thank the Holocaust Educational Trust enough for the work it does on behalf of the whole 
country. … 

 

Brooks Newmark: I should like to echo the sentiments … congratulating the Holocaust 
Educational Trust on the work that it does. … such atrocities could indeed continue, but 
we can reduce the chances of that happening if we educate future generations. That is 
why the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust, and of others who do similar work, is so 
important. … 

 

col 529  Pat McFadden: … as time passes … it is important to record testimony. As each 
year passes, there are fewer and fewer living survivors, and if we are to learn the lessons 
from the holocaust before they fade into the distance, it will be important to record as 
much testimony as possible so that we can remain as vigilant as possible. … 

 

Mark Durkan: … “Lessons from Auschwitz” project was originally funded through a grant 
from the Treasury, which allowed the programme to be extended to Northern Ireland on 
one occasion … Is the hon. Gentleman aware, however, that a subsequent decision was 
made that the money should come from the Department for Education’s budget? That has 
resulted in the Holocaust Educational Trust having to busk around for money in order to 
continue to do work in the devolved territories, and the programme has not been available 
in Northern Ireland. … 

 

Graham Evans: … My understanding is that money is available for students from across 
the United Kingdom, including Northern Ireland, to attend Auschwitz. I believe that the 
Treasury has allocated funds for that exercise. … 

 

col 530  John Mann: I am leaving in the next few minutes to go to Hungary, and I shall be 
speaking in the Hungarian Parliament tomorrow morning with politicians from five other 
countries about the statements made by the new party, Jobbik, which called in November 
for there to be lists of Jews rewritten by the Hungarian state, for purposes to be 
determined. Does the hon. Gentleman agree that even today there are extremists who 
would perpetuate race hate, even among politicians in western European countries? … 

 

col 531  Graham Evans: … My application for this debate came to the Backbench 
Business Committee in the wake of a surprisingly under-reported outburst by the deputy 
leader of the Hungarian party Jobbik. During a debate in the Chamber of the Hungarian 
Parliament, he demanded that a list be drawn up of every Jewish Member of Parliament, 
and Government Members claimed that their very presence posed a national security risk 
to the country. Such words should bring a chill to any rational person’s heart. The 
response by the Prime Minister, Viktor Orbán, was impassioned. He said: “as long as I am 
standing in this place, no one in Hungary can be hurt or discriminated against because of 
their faith, conviction or ancestry.” …  

 

col 532  Graham Evans: … We still live in a world of prejudice and violence, where one in 
five British Jewish students is a victim of anti-Semitism. A recent survey by the Union of 
Jewish Students highlighted that 20% of Jewish students have experienced—and a 
further 32% witnessed—anti-Semitism in the past academic year. Some academic 
institutions still allow groups with aggressive stances towards Judaism to take part in 
debates on campus, providing a platform from which to spread hateful sentiments inciting 
prejudice and even violence. … 
Just a few weeks ago … a teenager was convicted of sending racially aggravated Twitter 
messages to a Jewish schoolboy. The individual referred to members of the Jewish faith 
as “creatures” and expressed his support for eugenics. … 

 

Mike Gapes: … one problem is an ideology of holocaust denial that, sadly, exists in many 
countries in the world and that feeds back through the internet and modern 
communications, distorting the debate and affecting some young people in this country…  
will he join me in condemning remarks made by the President of Egypt who denied the 
holocaust and said that it was a myth created by the Jews and the Americans?  … 
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col 539  Mike Freer: … good relations between faiths and various ethnic groups do not 
come easily. They take work, not just once a year, but day in, day out. That work is aimed 
at ensuring that we understand each other’s point of view, as well as our points of 
difference. Too often, ignorance allows division to fester and breeds contempt, and 
contempt means that people may all too easily become willing to turn a blind eye when 
others are singled out and denigrated. … 
Words struggle to describe the horror of mass extermination, but words also cannot 
describe my anger at how people can simply turn a blind eye to the disappeared. Given 
that I have such a large Jewish population in my constituency, I asked myself whether I 
would have noticed if I got up one morning, walked down my road in Finchley and saw 
every other house suddenly empty—not just one or two, but every other house; one in two 
houses. Would I not have noticed? If the same happened in the local areas of Golders 
Green and Hampstead Garden Suburb, and every other house was empty, would 
someone not have noticed? Wouldn’t you have noticed? I believe people did notice, but 
they chose not to. 
I believe fervently that we can bring communities together so that they see the person, not 
the religion or the colour. If we can achieve that and the theme of building bridges and 
bringing communities together, so that people see beyond the label, the seeds of division 
are harder to sow. … 

 

col 542  Nigel Dodds: In reference to the Holocaust Educational Trust …  we have a gap 
in relation to the Lessons from Auschwitz programme, which does not apply in Northern 
Ireland. We need to work with the Holocaust Educational Trust to make that programme 
happen in Northern Ireland. …  

 

col 543  Louise Ellman: … The Jewish community in this country is a proud community of 
proud British citizens working hard as members of this society. However, there is unease. 
I commend the work of the Community Security Trust, which works within the Jewish 
community and, indeed, the wider community to identify anti-Semitism and prejudice 
against any other groups. In the first six months of last year alone it recorded 299 anti-
Semitic incidents—a lot of incidents and a cause for concern. The trust does not only work 
with the Jewish community; it is now working with the Muslim community to show them 
the methods it uses, to ensure that anti-Semitic incidents and deplorable Islamophobic 
incidents will be recorded in a way that is seen as absolutely reliable by the police, who 
are then able to act. I commend the Community Security Trust for the work that it does. It 
is a remarkable institution doing excellent work for the whole community. 
There is also the issue of rhetoric—the kind of anti-Semitism that its perpetrators often do 
not recognise they are carrying out. I say to people who, in arguments about any topic, 
refer to Jewish power, alleged Jewish influence or Jewish conspiracies, or use images 
such as Jews as snakes, that they should realise that they are reflecting anti-Semitic 
rhetoric. They should think about what they say, because when Jewish people hear those 
terms a little shudder is felt within most of us as we recognise that those are the words 
and images of the blatant anti-Semitism that was used in such a horrendous way by the 
Nazis. Some people do this through ignorance and simply do not understand what they 
are doing; others, I suspect, are not so ignorant. I say to those people: be careful of the 
words you use and the images you invoke. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-
0003.htm#13012438000002  

 

col 560  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government (Mr Don Foster): … The holocaust is a reminder—the most powerful 
reminder of all—of the need not just to condemn the atrocities of the past, but to do 
everything we can as MPs, as people who have influence in our communities, to stop 
prejudice, hate and racism gaining a foothold. 
When we think about these appalling crimes—whether they took place during the 
holocaust or other modern day mass atrocities—we see that the perpetrators of hate had 
one thing in common:  they  all  sought  to dehumanise their victims because of their race,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-0003.htm#13012438000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-0003.htm#13012438000002
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religion and ethnicity. It was their detached hatred that enabled them to carry out 
unimaginable atrocities, and yet even in those dark times there was a glimmer of hope. 
There were individuals whose consciences would not allow them to pass by on the other 
side. They risked their lives to save Jews. … 
The tireless work of the Holocaust Educational Trust—rightly praised yesterday by the 
Prime Minister—and in particular its chief executive officer, Karen Pollock, have been key 
in ensuring that holocaust education is at the forefront of our efforts to ensure that we 
learn the lessons of the past. Holocaust education matters so much, because it helps to 
restore the names, memories and identities of those who suffered—not just 6 million 
Jews, but more than 1 million Cambodians, 1 million who died in Rwanda, hundreds of 
thousands who died in Darfur and thousands killed in Bosnia. Holocaust education helps 
remind us that behind the statistics were real people who lived, loved and laughed, who 
might have contributed untold wonders to our world, and who never dreamed that their 
days would cruelly be cut short. …That is why we continue to support Holocaust memorial 
day and the work of the CEO of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, Olivia Marks-
Woldman, and her staff. It is not just because it is about the act of remembrance, but 
because it is about getting out into our local areas and working hard to foster better 
relationships. This year I am pleased to hear that more than 1,500 activities will take place 
across the country to mark the day. …  
we will also provide funds for the continuing “Lessons from Auschwitz” project for sixth-
formers and their teachers. We will continue to support the work of the UK’s first envoy for 
post-holocaust issues, and that of the Anne Frank Trust UK to educate young people to 
challenge prejudice and discrimination and inspire them to become active and responsible 
members of their community. We are supporting a third-party reporting facility for anti-
Muslim hate crime and an initiative providing support for victims of such crime. …  
We must always be ready to remind those who say it could never happen in a civilised 
place like this that the holocaust happened in the cradle of civilisation. It is our duty to 
ensure that it never happens again. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-
0004.htm  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel 
Lord Stoddart of Swindon: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the answer by 
Baroness Warsi on 19 December (WA 316-7) concerning Israel's nuclear facilities, what 
measures are available to persuade Israel to co-operate with the International Atomic 
Energy Authority.[HL4592] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Israel is 
an active member of the International Atomic Energy Agency, and committed to 
its objectives, in particular Article 2: to seek to accelerate and enlarge the 
contribution of atomic energy to peace, health and prosperity throughout the 
world. Israel is not, however, a signatory to the non-proliferation treaty. 
Accordingly it is under no legal obligation to agree to a full scope comprehensive 
safeguards agreement with the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
The Government have regular  dialogue with the  Government of Israel on nuclear  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130124/debtext/130124-0004.htm
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issues, support the objective of a weapons of mass destruction-free zone in the 
Middle East and encourage Israel to participate in discussions to that end. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130124w0001.htm#130
12459000396  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219w0001.htm#121
21958000431  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0115/amend/pbc1152401a.57-60.html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/pro1152201p.1-4.html 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/pro1152401p.5-10.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130124w0001.htm#13012459000396
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130124w0001.htm#13012459000396
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219w0001.htm#12121958000431
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219w0001.htm#12121958000431
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/amend/pbc1152401a.57-60.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/amend/pbc1152401a.57-60.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/pro1152201p.1-4.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/pro1152401p.5-10.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
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Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  
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