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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
1. John Mann (Bassetlaw) (Lab): What recent assessment she has made of the level of 
anti-Semitism in Northern Ireland. [137935] 

The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland (Mrs Theresa Villiers): The 
Community Security Trust, which monitors anti-Semitic activities, estimates that 
there were fewer than 10 incidents in Northern Ireland last year. As we approach 
Holocaust memorial day, I know the whole House will join me in condemning anti-
Semitism and all forms of hatred on the grounds of a person’s ethnicity, religion, 
disability or sexual orientation. 

John Mann: I thank every Northern Ireland politician and every Northern Ireland party 
present in the House today for their active engagement in the parliamentary committee 
against anti-Semitism. Will the Secretary of State ensure that the interests and concerns 
of the very tiny Jewish community in Northern Ireland remain an important priority, 
despite their smallness in number? 

Mrs Villiers: I can give the hon. Gentleman that assurance. He is right that the 
Jewish community in Northern Ireland is small—around 200, I believe—but that 
does not make it any less important to combat anti-Semitism. This is a disgraceful 
crime. The UK Government take it very seriously, and I would like to pay tribute to 
the hon. Gentleman for his work on combating anti-Semitism throughout the UK. 

Ian Paisley (North Antrim) (DUP): I, too, commend the work of the hon. Member for 
Bassetlaw (John Mann) in this regard, and I thank the Secretary of State for what she 
has said today. Does she agree that the attack on anyone’s symbol or identity causes 
serious problems everywhere—as we have seen in Belfast and on other issues—and will 
she assure me that the Police Service of Northern Ireland will be given adequate 
resources, if required, to deal with anything that amounts to anti-Semitism arising in 
Ulster? 

Mrs Villiers: It is important that the police take anti-Semitism and other forms of 
hate crime very seriously, both in Northern Ireland and in the rest of the United 
Kingdom—I know they do, as does Justice Minister David Ford. It is also 
important to reflect on the fact that a number of identities are present in modern 
Northern Ireland, including the Jewish identity. People should be able to practise 
their identities in a way that is free from oppression by other people. 

Mark Durkan (Foyle) (SDLP):  The  Secretary  of  State  is right to stress that there is no  
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tolerable level of prejudice against any minority, no matter how small. Someone who 
espoused the ethic that no minority was too small to be protected or cherished was Inez 
McCormack, whose funeral takes place today. Will the right hon. Lady join in paying 
tribute to the work Inez McCormack did, not just as a trade unionist, but in stressing that 
the benchmarks for a new fair society in Northern Ireland must include equality, 
cherishing of difference and the protection of all minorities? 

Mrs Villiers: I am happy and enthusiastic to join the hon. Gentleman in paying 
that tribute. For many years, I have campaigned against anti-Semitism, and I 
believe that it is a hallmark of a civilised society that it protects minorities. That is 
one of the vital reasons why we should all continue to be vigilant on the matter of 
anti-Semitism and other forms of hate crime. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130123/debtext/13012
3-0001.htm#13012356000020  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Nadhim Zahawi (Stratford-on-Avon) (Con): Sixty-eight years ago this Sunday, the Nazi 
concentration and extermination camp, Auschwitz-Birkenau, was liberated. As we mark 
Holocaust memorial day, will the Prime Minister commit to ensuring that young people in 
this country always have the opportunity to learn about what took place in the darkest 
period in our shared history, and will he commend the work of the Holocaust Educational 
Trust? 

The Prime Minister: I think that my hon. Friend speaks for the whole House, and 
indeed the whole country, in raising this vital issue on this day, and in praising the 
Holocaust Educational Trust—an absolutely brilliant charity and organisation that 
makes sure that young people from schools across the country have the 
opportunity to go and see the places where the terrible events of the holocaust 
took place. I had the immense privilege this week of meeting a holocaust survivor 
whose story was truly heroic and truly heartbreaking, but who in her 90s is still 
making these arguments and making this case so that future generations will 
learn. We should also learn, not just about the European holocaust, but from what 
has happened more recently in Rwanda, Bosnia, Cambodia and elsewhere that, 
tragically, there is far too much prejudice and persecution in our world. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130123/debtext/13012
3-0001.htm#13012356000012  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the security situation in the Sinai Peninsula. [138594] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government continues to be concerned about the 
security situation in the Sinai.  We regularly raise this with the Egyptian authorities  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130123/debtext/130123-0001.htm#13012356000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130123/debtext/130123-0001.htm#13012356000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130123/debtext/130123-0001.htm#13012356000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130123/debtext/130123-0001.htm#13012356000012
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and have offered to share British experience in this field. Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office travel advice currently warns against all travel to the 
Governorate of North Sinai and against all but essential travel to the Governorate 
of South Sinai. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of progress in the Middle East Peace Process; and if he 
will make a statement. [138595] 

Alistair Burt: Recent developments highlight the urgent need for the United 
States of America, with the strong support of the UK and other partners, to lead a 
major push to revitalise the peace process. We are concerned by developments 
that threaten the viability of the two-state solution, particularly continued 
settlement announcements. The UK continues to urge both sides to refrain from 
any steps that would make the two-state solution, or a return to negotiations, more 
difficult. 2013 is a crucial year for the Middle East Peace Process if progress is to 
be made before the window for a two state solution closes. Accordingly we will 
continue to call on Palestinian Authority President Abbas and the Israeli Prime 
Minister to show the strong leadership needed to achieve a return to negotiations 
for a two-state solution, which will bring a just and permanent solution to this 
conflict. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130123/text/130123w0
001.htm#13012373000071 
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel concerning (1) the recent visit of its Prime Minister to the 
settlement of Rechelin in the West Bank, (2) the spraying on 4 January of "skunk liquid" 
by the Israeli Defence Force onto inhabited houses in the West Bank village of Nabi 
Saleh, (3) the attacks on 10 January on the Psalmist mosque in the Old City of 
Jerusalem, and (4) the raid on 6 January by Israeli settlers on the village of Qusra, near 
Nablus, and the subsequent intervention by the Israeli Defence Force.[HL4624] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Our 
officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have raised the issue of the legalisation of 
Rechelin with the Prime Minister of Israel's Office. 
We have not raised the other specific issues, but I can assure the noble Lord that 
we have repeatedly raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities about incidents 
of settler violence, including the importance of bringing those responsible to 
justice. We have repeatedly raised concerns regarding Israeli handling of non-
violent protest in Nabi Saleh, as in other areas of the West Bank, and will continue 
to do so. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will provide support to 
the tented city erected in the E1 area of the West Bank to protest against settlement 
building.[HL4664]  

Baroness Northover: The UK Government do not intend to provide direct support 
to the tented city erected in the El area of the West Bank. We support the 
Palestinians' legitimate right to protest non-violently against the occupation and 
urge all parties to ensure that everything is done to avoid violent clashes and 
casualties. 
The UK has called on the Israeli Government to reverse the decision to unfreeze 
development in the E1 block and we continue to raise our strong concern over the 
current Israeli permit process, which makes it extremely difficult for Palestinians to 
build legally in Area C and develop their communities. We call on the Israeli 
authorities to transfer responsibility for Area C to the Palestinian Authority, as per 
the Oslo Accords. 

Baroness  Tonge:  To   ask   Her   Majesty's   Government   what   research  they   have  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130123/text/130123w0001.htm#13012373000071
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130123/text/130123w0001.htm#13012373000071
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conducted into the impact on the humanitarian situation in the West Bank of the 
establishment of "firing zones" by the Israeli military.[HL4667] 

Baroness Northover: Her Majesty's Government have not conducted specific 
research into the impact of the establishment of firing zones by the Israeli military. 
While recognising that Israel has a right to address legitimate security concerns, 
we are deeply concerned about the impact of Israeli restrictions on Palestinians 
living in Area C of the West Bank. Access to water and land is restricted; there are 
high levels of food insecurity and loss of livelihoods. Many Palestinians in Area C 
have limited access to education and healthcare, with the Palestinian Authority 
unable to deliver basic services. 
DfID supports the United Nations Relief and Works Agency to deliver essential 
services to Palestinians living in Area C and the Norwegian Refugee Council to 
provide free legal support to over 3,000 households at risk of displacement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130123w0001.htm#130
12366000663  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (964) Comments by Israeli Prime Minister on Palestinian State – 
That this House notes that the outcome of the Israeli elections is that Binyamin 
Netanyahu is most likely to remain prime minister; further notes that Binyamin Netanyahu 
is reported to have said that he repudiates international demands for a Palestinian state 
based on the pre-1967 Green Line with its capital in East Jerusalem; further notes that he 
is reported to have said that settlement building will continue on occupied lands; 
condemns these statements by Binyamin Netanyahu if true; and calls on the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to ascertain the truth or otherwise of these 
comments and intentions and then to report back to this House. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/964  

 
 

United Nations 

Israeli-Palestinian peace process entering critical period, UN envoy tells Security 
Council 
… “This is not a time to be idle,” [Mr Serry] state[d]. “We are entering a critical period 
ahead, in which concerted action will be vital if we are to salvage the two-State solution.” 
… There has been a “dramatic” increase in Israeli settlement announcements after the 
General Assembly accorded Palestine non-member observer State status in the UN in 
November, Mr. Serry reported, as well as the withholding and redirection by Israel of tax 
revenues it collects on behalf of the Palestinian Authority. 
“I urge both sides to abstain from actions that will make efforts to resume meaningful 
negotiations even harder in the critical period ahead and I call on Israel to restore the 
timely, predictable and transparent transfers of tax and customs revenues without further 
delay,” he said. 
He also cited “worrying” events on the ground, including continued settlement 
construction and increased violence, including clashes between Israeli settlers and 
Palestinians in the West Bank, increased Israeli operations in the area and Palestinian 
attacks on Israeli security forces there. In Gaza, the calm that was brokered by Egypt in 
November has largely held, but remains tenuous. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43986&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UQFaqaVXs
Tw  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  
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