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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
information sources officials in his Department with policy responsibility for dealing with 
anti-Semitism in universities have access to, to ensure they are well informed about 
issues facing the Jewish community in higher education; what recent representations he 
has received on that matter from the Jewish community; and if he will make a statement. 
[R] [133082] 
Mr Willetts: Policy officials have access to a range of information sources from both 
across Government and external partners, including published reports. I refer my hon. 
Friend to the answer that I gave on 10 December 2012, Official Report, columns 30-1W. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
recent meetings he has had with the Board of Deputies of British Jews on anti-
Semitism on university campuses; what was discussed and what responses he 
gave; and if he will make a statement. [R] [133083] 

Mr Willetts: I have not met the Board of Deputies for British Jews. I refer my hon. Friend 
to the answer that I gave on 10 December 2012, Official Report, columns 30-1W. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0
005.htm#13012142000046 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0
002.htm#1212114000007 
 

Education Act 2011 
Baroness Massey of Darwen: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they 
have made of the likely impact of the Education Act 2011 on the balance of faith and 
non-faith school provision.[HL3972] 

Baroness Garden of Frognal: We have not undertaken any impact assessment 
on the balance of faith and non-faith school provision, as we expect the vast 
majority of schools to continue to be non-faith schools. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130121w0001.htm#130
1213000420  

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0005.htm#13012142000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0005.htm#13012142000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0002.htm#1212114000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0002.htm#1212114000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130121w0001.htm#1301213000420
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130121w0001.htm#1301213000420
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Keith Vaz (945) Recording of Islamphobia as a crime – That this House notes the 
recognition of anti-Muslim sentiment and hate crime in the Department for Communities 
and Local Government's document Creating the Conditions for Integration; further notes 
that the document acknowledges the limited collection of data on anti-Muslim hate crime; 
recognises that currently only the Metropolitan Police Service specifically records this 
hate crime under the definition Islamophobia as a specific crime flag, similar to anti-
Semitism, racism and others, whereas the recording of this crime outside of London is 
under different recording flags in different constabularies; and believes that all police 
constabularies should record this hate crime under the same flag, which will bring 
national uniformity in the recording of this crime and enable authorities to gather data that 
will aid in tackling this issue. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/945  

TOP 
 

 

 

Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical Questions: Education 
T9. [137931] Bob Blackman (Harrow East) (Con): Some 18,000 young people and 
teachers have had the opportunity to visit Auschwitz thanks to the wonderful work of the 
Holocaust Education Trust. Does my right hon. Friend agree that we should commend 
those who are organising events across the country to commemorate the awful evil of the 
holocaust, and that it is important that all young people learn the lessons from the past so 
that it is not repeated in the future? 

Reply from Michael Gove: I absolutely agree, and at a time when we are seeing 
the effects of prejudice and anti-Semitism on the rise—all of us will have been 
watching news programmes over the weekend horrified at the re-emergence of 
murderous prejudice in north Africa and the middle east—we will all affirm the vital 
importance of the work that the Holocaust Education Trust continues to do. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/debtext/13012
1-0001.htm#13012112000027  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-05416 Stewart Maxwell: Holocaust Memorial Day 2013—That the Parliament 
notes that 27 January 2013 marks Holocaust Memorial Day, the 68th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau and an opportunity for schools, colleges, faith groups 
and communities across Scotland to remember the six million men, women and children 
murdered by the Nazi regime in occupied Europe; further notes that the theme 
of Holocaust Memorial Day 2013 is Communities Together: Build A Bridge; values the 
Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz Project, which gives two post-16 
students from every school and college in Scotland the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-
Birkenau; applauds Beth Nicoll and Stevie Low, two students from St Machar Academy in 
Aberdeen, who took part in the project and who will deliver the Parliament’s Time 
for Reflection message on 29 January 2013; celebrates the Holocaust survivors who 
have enriched Scotland as a nation, and re-commits to ensuring that racism, 
sectarianism and bigotry are never allowed to go unchallenged in Scotland. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advan
ce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05416&ResultsPerPage=10  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/945
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/debtext/130121-0001.htm#13012112000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/debtext/130121-0001.htm#13012112000027
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05416&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05416&ResultsPerPage=10
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Welsh Assembly Statement of Opinion 

Ann Jones OPIN-2013-0148 Holocaust Memorial Day - Communities Together: 
Build a Bridge 
This Assembly: Commends the events taking place across Wales to commemorate 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2013 (27/01/13); 
Welcomes the opportunity for people to learn lessons from the Holocaust, Nazi 
persecution and subsequent genocides and apply them to the present day to create a 
safer, better future; and 
Supports the HMD 2013 ‘Communities Together: Build a Bridge’ campaign to remember 
and stand by those who were forced to live through these experiences: 
http://buildabridge.hmd.org.uk/ 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-
opinion.htm?act=dis&id=242373&ds=1/2013  
 

 

Holocaust Educational Trust 

Introduction to the Holocaust: Footballers remember 
http://het.org.uk/index.php/education-general/footballers-remember  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Visas 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Taylor of Holbeach on 15 October 2012 (WA 445), how many Palestinians living in the 
Occupied Territories wishing to visit the United Kingdom have been (1) granted visas, 
and (2) refused visas, in the past 12 months for which information is available; what are 
their reasons for applying different requirements to Israeli citizens and Palestinians living 
in the Occupied Territories; and whether they have any plans to amend the Immigration 
Rules to treat Israelis and Palestinians living in the Occupied Territories on the same 
basis. [HL4417] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): (1) Total number of UK visit visas issued to nationals of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories in the period October 2011 to September 2012: 2,386. 
(2) Total number of UK visit visas applications by nationals of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories that were refused in the period October 2011 to September 
2012: 784. 
These data are based on internal UK Border Agency Management information. 
They are provisional and subject to change. 
The UK currently requires visas from 117 countries. The UK's visa policy is based 
on the nature and scale of the threat posed to the UK by nationals and passport 
holders from all non-EEA countries. Visa requirements are based on nationality, 
as opposed to a person's residence or location. 
The UK's visa policy is reviewed regularly. There are currently no plans to amend 
the Immigration Rules specifically for Israelis or Palestinians.  

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Taylor of Holbeach on 15 October 2012 (WA 445), why those Israeli citizens who have 
breached international law by building illegal settlements in the Occupied  Territories  are  
 

http://buildabridge.hmd.org.uk/
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-opinion.htm?act=dis&id=242373&ds=1/2013
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-opinion.htm?act=dis&id=242373&ds=1/2013
http://het.org.uk/index.php/education-general/footballers-remember
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allowed visa-free access to the United Kingdom; and what steps they take to ensure that 
those who engage in such illegal actions do not pose a threat to the security of the 
United Kingdom in the light of that policy.[HL4418] 

Lord Taylor of Holbeach: Non-visa nationals, including Israeli citizens, 
regardless of where they reside, wishing to visit the UK for six months or less, do 
not require a visa. However, any person who is found to pose a threat to the UK 
may be refused leave to enter if their exclusion from the UK is considered 
conducive to the public good. Public safety and national security remain a primary 
concern and will not be compromised. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130121w0001.htm#130
1213000450  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121015w0001.htm#121
0156000426  
 

Israel 
Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has raised concerns about child prisoners with the Israeli Government since 
May 2010. [137576] 

Alistair Burt: Our officials in Israel have repeatedly expressed our concerns 
about children in detention to the Israeli authorities. We welcomed Israel's 
decision in 2011 to raise the age of legal majority for Palestinian children in the 
Israeli military justice system, a step we had advocated. I have since raised the 
implementation of this decision with the Israel ambassador. 
In addition, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office funded and facilitated a report 
by leading British lawyers, including Baroness Scotland. We welcome their 
independent report entitled “Children in military custody” and share many of the 
concerns contained in it. We have passed the report to the UK authorities. I have 
written to the Israeli ambassador to London to urge Israel to take action on the 
report. During his visit to Israel in November 2012, the Attorney-General, my right 
hon. and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve) discussed the 
report with the Israeli Attorney General Yehuda Weinstein and other senior 
interlocutors. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between UK and British legal 
experts on the subject. This followed previous discussions between the British 
embassy in Tel Aviv and the Israeli authorities on this and other recommendations 
made in the June 2012 report. 
In the meantime I welcome some small steps taken by the Israeli authorities. 
These include a recent Israeli military order which reduces the length of time 
children can be held in pre-trial detention and an announcement in December by 
the Israeli State Attorney reducing, from April, the period a Palestinian minor 
falling under the jurisdiction of the West Bank military court system can be held 
before being brought before a judge. 

Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many times he has met the Israeli Foreign Secretary in the last year. [137586] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) met with the 
Israeli Foreign Minister, Avigdor Lieberman, twice in 2012 on 22 May and 3 July. 
In addition I met with Mr Lieberman once in 2012 on 21 November. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0
004.htm#13012142000024  
 

Occupied Territories 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what  discussions  he  has had with his  European  Union  counterparts  on  the  possible  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130121w0001.htm#1301213000450
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130121w0001.htm#1301213000450
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121015w0001.htm#1210156000426
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121015w0001.htm#1210156000426
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0004.htm#13012142000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0004.htm#13012142000024
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imposition of sanctions against Israel following the Israeli Government's recent decision 
to extend the construction of new settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
[137626] 

Alistair Burt: Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace 
and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to 
achieve. We consistently urge the Israeli authorities to cease all settlement 
building and to remove illegal outposts, as required under international law and in 
fulfilment of Israel's obligations under the Roadmap. 
We do not hesitate to express disagreement to Israel over action to expand, 
create, or entrench settlements, whenever we feel it necessary. We understand 
the frustration felt by many when Israel fails to heed our and others' concerns over 
various aspects of the Occupation, including settlement building. Nonetheless, in 
line with our wish to maintain and further strengthen the UK's close ties with 
Israel, the Government opposes sanctions against, or boycotts of, Israel. 
Any decision about any other measures the UK might take will depend on the 
outcome of our discussions with the Israeli Government and with international 
partners including the US and European Union. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what response he has made to the Israeli Government's recent decision to extend the 
construction of new Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories; and if he 
will make a statement. [137627] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), outlined concern 
about recent Israeli settlement announcements during his meeting with Israeli 
Chief Negotiator, Yitzhak Molcho, on 20 December 2012. 
On 18 December, the Foreign Secretary issued a statement condemning the 
decision by the Jerusalem District Planning Board to give approval for a plan to 
build 1,500 housing units in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Ramat Shlomo. 
He urged Israel to reverse this decision and take no further steps aimed at 
expanding or entrenching settlement activity. 
On 26 December, I also condemned the Jerusalem District Planning Board's 
recent approvals for over 3,150 units in Givaat Hamatos and 1,242 units in Mordot 
Gilo South. I made clear that these were profoundly provocative actions that run 
contrary to the Fourth Geneva convention. 
Our embassy in Tel Aviv continues to make our concerns on this issue clear to the 
Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0
004.htm#13012142000026 
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer what recent actions his 
Department has taken to comply with the European Council conclusion of 16 June 2005 
on the abolition of financial and tax incentives, subsidies and exemptions to 
organisations benefiting Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and their 
inhabitants; and if he will make a statement. [136462] 

Sajid Javid: This is a matter for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, which 
advises that the European Council conclusion of 16 June 2005 called on Israel to 
halt settlement activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including the 
abolition of financial and tax incentives and direct and indirect subsidies, and the 
withdrawal of exemptions benefiting the settlements and their inhabitants. This 
conclusion did not place obligations upon individual EU member states, but rather, 
confirmed Europe's political commitment to the resolution of the middle east 
conflict. It also exhorted all parties to the middle east peace process to continue to 
take   positive   steps   to   ensure   peace,   and   comply   with  obligations  under  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0004.htm#13012142000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0004.htm#13012142000026
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 international law. The British Government's position on Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories is clear: they are illegal under international law, 
an obstacle to peace and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared 
capital, harder to achieve. The UK routinely condemns decisions taken to build 
settlement units, calling for these decisions to be reversed, and for Israel to cease 
all settlement activity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130118/text/130118w0
002.htm#13011846000120  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of attempts at political reconciliation between 
Hamas and Fatah in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. [138573] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to follow closely developments regarding the issue of 
reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah, including the recent meeting between 
President Abbas and Hamas leader Khaled Mesh'al in Cairo on 9 January. The 
British Government's position and that of the EU remains that Palestinian 
reconciliation, if agreed on the basis of the principles set out by President Abbas 
in his speech of 4 May 2011, would be a positive step for the unity of a future 
Palestinian state and for reaching a two state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0
004.htm#13012142000028  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-05414 Sandra White: Oscar Nomination for 5 Broken Cameras—That the 
Parliament congratulates Emad Burnat and Guy Davidi on having their documentary, 5 
Broken Cameras, nominated for an Academy Award; notes the achievement in itself of 
being nominated for the Best Feature-length Documentary; commends Emad Burnat on 
what it considers his bravery while recording this raw account of life in the 
Palestinian town of Bil’in; appreciates the continuing struggle of those Palestinian 
communities who are defenceless against the expansion of the Israeli state, which it 
considers often unlawfully evicts communities from their ancestral homes; welcomes 
continued Palestinian/Israeli collaborations, such as between Mr Burnat and Mr Davidi, in 
order to one day bring a peaceful resolution to this region, and wishes the film every 
success at the Oscars on 24 February 2013 at the 85th Academy Awards. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05414&ResultsPerPage=10    

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

Protecting Charities from abuse for extremist purposes and managing the risks at 
events and in activities – guidance for trustees 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/Library/compliance_toolkit_5.pdf  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130118/text/130118w0002.htm#13011846000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130118/text/130118w0002.htm#13011846000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0004.htm#13012142000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130121/text/130121w0004.htm#13012142000028
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05414&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05414&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/Library/compliance_toolkit_5.pdf
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  

TOP 
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