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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Faith 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Warsi on 8 November 2012 (WA 232), what guidance they give the Minister of 
Faith and Communities in applying faith considerations to the formulation and 
implementation of public policy in the light of (1) the 2011 Census finding that those 
declared as having "no religion" outnumbered those of a declared non-Christian faith by 
more than 2 to 1, and (2) the long-term trend in the number of citizens with no religious 
belief or identity.[HL4438] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government believe that religious belief is an important motivation for service to 
community. However, it is obvious that the needs and perspectives of all 
interested groups, whether religious or non-religious, should be taken into 
consideration when policy is formulated and implemented. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Warsi on 8 November 2012 (WA 232), what criteria are used by the Minister 
for Faith and Communities to balance the conflicting needs and perspectives of different 
religious and non-religious groups in the formulation and implementation of public 
policy.[HL4439] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government recognise that both religious and non-religious 
groups have valid perspectives to contribute to the formulation and 
implementation of policy, and departments are committed to proper engagement 
processes. The specific role of the Minister for Faith and Communities is to 
ensure that the voice of people of faith is heard, which has not always been the 
case. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130117w0001.htm#130
11758000575  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121108w0001.htm#121
10877000315  
 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill 
Jonathan Evans: To ask the Secretary of State for Wales how many letters he has 
received (a) supporting and (b) opposing the  introduction of the  Human  Transplantation  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130117w0001.htm#13011758000575
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130117w0001.htm#13011758000575
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121108w0001.htm#12110877000315
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121108w0001.htm#12110877000315
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(Wales) Bill; what response his Department gave to such letters; if he will place that 
response in the Library; and if he will make a statement. [137353] 

David Jones: I have received no letters from members of the public regarding the 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill. 

Jonathan Evans: To ask the Secretary of State for Wales what recent discussions he 
has had with (a) black and minority ethnic, (b) Muslim and (c) Jewish communities in 
Wales on the introduction of presumed consent in to the organ donation system. 
[137354] 

David Jones: I have discussed the introduction of presumed consent to the organ 
donation system with the UK and Welsh Governments. 
The Welsh Government completed an equality impact assessment which is 
contained in the explanatory memorandum to the Bill. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0
002.htm#13011774000027  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Imports: Israel 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills 
what steps he is taking to ensure that products produced by Israeli settlers in Occupied 
Palestinian Territories are correctly labelled as being from that source. [137631] 

Jo Swinson: There is no mandatory requirement for goods produced in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories to be labelled as such. We have no plans to 
introduce such a requirement. 
Where specific EU legislation in the food sectors requires the country of origin to 
be indicated the Government believes that, for example, “Produce of The West 
Bank” is a lawful description of the origin of such goods. The west bank is a 
recognised geographical area within the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
So far as food and drink of Occupied Palestinian Territories origin imported into 
the UK is concerned, DEFRA has issued voluntary technical advice for the benefit 
of those importers and retailers who believe that their customers wish to 
distinguish between products of Israeli settlement provenance and those which 
originate from Palestinian growers. 
More generally the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008 
ban traders in all sectors from using misleading commercial practices which are 
likely to distort a transactional decision of the average consumer. This includes 
statements about the geographical or commercial origin of products. 
As with other elements of goods, the Government encourages consumers who are 
interested in a particular property of goods, including their origin, to ask the seller. 
If they are not happy with the reply, then they can shop elsewhere. If they suspect 
that the reply is not truthful, then they can take the matter up with their local 
authority Trading Standards Officers who enforce the Consumer Protection from 
Unfair Trading Regulations 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0
001.htm#13011772000036  
 

Imports: Israel 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will make it his policy to prohibit the importation of products produced by Israeli 
settlers in Occupied Palestinian Territories into the UK. [137630] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011774000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011774000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0001.htm#13011772000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0001.htm#13011772000036
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Alistair Burt: There is no specific UK legislation prohibiting the purchase of 
settlement produce. The UK Government understands that people have different 
points of view on the issue and that some may not wish to purchase goods 
exported from the Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories which 
are illegal under international law. It was in order to enable consumers to make a 
more fully informed decision concerning the products they buy that, in December 
2009, the UK introduced voluntary guidelines to retailers and supermarkets to 
enable produce from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Territories to be 
specifically labelled as such. 
The issue of settlement produce is a subject of discussion with our EU partners. 
EU Foreign Ministers, at the meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 10 
December, reiterated the commitment made in 14 May to ensure continued, full 
and effective implementation of existing EU legislation and bilateral arrangements 
applicable to settlement products. 
This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free, under the EU-Israel Association Agreement, and that 
settlement products are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce, in violation of 
EU consumer protection regulations. There are, however, currently no plans for 
EU or domestic legislation on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0
002.htm#13011774000019  
 

Occupied Territories 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will make it his policy to prohibit UK-based financial institutions from financing (a) 
the building of Israeli settlements in Occupied Palestinian Territories and (b) businesses 
owned by Israeli settlers in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [137628] 

Alistair Burt: Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace 
and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to 
achieve. The UK condemns decisions taken to build settlement units, calls for 
these decisions to be reversed, and for Israel to cease all settlement activity. 
International law does not impose obligations on corporations and for a UK 
company to operate in the Israeli settlements or to provide financial assistance to 
companies in settlements, is not, per se, contrary to UK law. No UK public funds 
have gone in direct support of settlements. The issue of settlement financing is 
under active consideration in London and Brussels. However, there are no current 
plans for the Government to issue advice to UK-based companies and financial 
institutions on this matter, or for EU or domestic legislation on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0
002.htm#13011774000022  
 

Occupied Territories 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer what steps he is taking to 
ensure that products produced by Israeli settlers in Occupied Palestinian Territories do 
not benefit from preferential tariff treatment under the EU-Israel Association Agreement. 
[137629] 

Mr Gauke: HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) is aware of the risk of 
misdeclaration of the origin of goods to secure preferential tariff treatment under 
the EU-Association Agreement. HMRC control this risk in two ways: 
1. Border Force, at the request of HMRC, undertakes targeted pre clearance 
physical examination of consignments of goods imported under the EU-Israel 
Association Agreement. 
2. HMRC undertakes post clearance audits which provide assurance on business 
compliance. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011774000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011774000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011774000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011774000022
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This control regime uses intelligence received from a variety of sources including 
irregularities previously identified through compliance checks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0
002.htm#13011776000013  
 

Palestinians 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the Palestinian Authority with a view to 
encouraging greater trade between the UK and Palestine. [137632] 

Alistair Burt: UK Trade and Investment officials in Jerusalem have held a series 
of road shows in the main cities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) to 
showcase the services the UK presence offers. 
The British Consul-General to Jerusalem also hosted a reception on 12 December 
2012 to celebrate the opening of the Jerusalem Business Forum, attended by 200 
senior local and international contacts. 
In addition, we continue to lobby the Israeli Government to ease restrictions on 
movement and access, one of the major barriers to trade and economic 
development in the OPTs. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0
002.htm#13011774000023  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130117-
gc0001.htm#13011760000515  
 

Bill as amended in Grand Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0075/20130075.pdf  
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011776000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011776000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011774000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130117/text/130117w0002.htm#13011774000023
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130117-gc0001.htm#13011760000515
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130117-gc0001.htm#13011760000515
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0075/20130075.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html


 5

 

Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  
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