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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Employment: Religious Faith 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government what arrangements are in place to 
monitor the adverse impact on people affected by any discriminatory employment 
practices of organisations with a declared religious ethos.[HL4440] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (Viscount Younger of Leckie): Government collect data 
in relation to the number of claims which go through the employment tribunals. 
The Equalities and Human Rights Commission is the relevant regulator and has 
the power to investigate if it believes there are particular issues with organisations 
with declared religious ethos. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130115w0001.htm#130
11550000068  
 

Health Services: Ethnic Groups 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what consideration he has 
given to incentivising the collection of ethnicity data in primary and secondary care; and if 
he will make a statement. [136439] 

Norman Lamb: There are national coding systems for data collection, which 
include race and ethnicity in place. Additional codes can be included as 
appropriate at a local level to reflect the demographic make-up of the local 
population. This allows local monitoring to take place in a way that supports 
service planning and decision-making and key processes such as the joint 
strategic needs assessments, but also allows national comparisons to be made. 
The Department, in collaboration with key stakeholders, is producing a short 
document that provides practical guidance for the national health service and 
councils (with social services responsibilities) on the collection of equality 
monitoring data about patients, service users, communities and staff. The 
document focuses on the equality characteristics, including race and ethnicity, 
given protection under the Equality Act 2010, as well as carer status and 
language. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0
002.htm#13011576000069  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office pursuant to the answer of 
17 December 2012, Official Report, column 559W, on charities: Israel, whether he has 
informed the Charity Commission of the European Council decision of 16 June 2005 on 
the abolition of financial and tax incentives, subsidies and exemptions to organisations 
benefiting Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and their 
inhabitants. [136830] 

Mr Hurd: The Charity Commission is aware of the European Council declaration. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w
0004.htm#13011580000005  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121217/text/121217w
0003.htm#1212182000026  

 
Middle East 

Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what information his Department holds on the state of progress with the US-funded 
review of Palestinian and Israeli textbooks; and when a report on this matter is 
expected. [137392] 

Alistair Burt: Along with officials at the Department for International 
Development, Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials are closely monitoring 
progress on the report into the content of Palestinian and Israeli school 
textbooks. We understand that the report is now likely to be published in early 
spring. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w
0001.htm#13011569000021  
 

Palestine Media Watch 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether 
her Department has made any assessment of the work of Palestinian Media Watch. 
[137043] 

Mr Duncan: Palestinian Media Watch (PMW) publish reports on a number of 
issues that are important to DFID. We consider the issues raised seriously, 
however we do not normally carry out comprehensive assessments of the work 
of individual lobby groups and have not done so in this case. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w
0001.htm#13011566000008  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations the Consulate General in Jerusalem has made to the 
Palestinian Authority with regard to the glorification of terrorists by members of the 
Palestinian Authority. [137391] 

Alistair Burt: Our Consul-General in Jerusalem has made clear to senior 
members of the Palestinian Authority (PA) our opposition to official PA events 
that welcome the return to the Occupied Palestinian Territories of individuals 
convicted of terrorist charges by Israel. 
Officials at the British Consulate-General have also raised the issue of positive 
portrayal of terrorist activity with the Government media centre on 13 December 
and with senior PA officials on 10 January. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0004.htm#13011580000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0004.htm#13011580000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121217/text/121217w0003.htm#1212182000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121217/text/121217w0003.htm#1212182000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0001.htm#13011569000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0001.htm#13011569000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0001.htm#13011566000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0001.htm#13011566000008
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Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 10 December 2012, Official Report, column 3W, on 
Palestinians, what specific examples of incitement and hatred were raised by the 
Consulate General in Jerusalem with the Head of News at Palestine TV. [137426] 

Alistair Burt: Officials at the British Consulate General in Jerusalem raised 
concerns about material aired on Palestine TV in February 2012 on the 
anniversary of the establishment of the Democratic Front of Liberation of 
Palestine which appeared to present positive images of terrorist acts carried out 
by members of that organisation. The Consulate General outlined the UK's firm 
opposition to the advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes 
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence. The Head of the News 
Department said that Palestine TV took the issue of incitement very seriously 
and had strict instructions from the highest authorities to prevent the 
broadcasting of any materials that promotes incitement or hatred. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w
0001.htm#13011569000024  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment she has made of whether UK aid provided to the Palestinian Authority is 
being used to pay the salaries of prisoners. [137390] 

Mr Duncan: UK assistance to the Palestinian Authority (PA) supports a 
successful middle east peace process by helping build Palestinian institutions 
and promoting economic growth, so that any future state will be stable, 
prosperous, well-run, and an effective partner for peace with Israel. This is 
provided subject to a number of safeguards.   
As requested by the Israeli authorities the PA pays an allowance to cover the 
cost of food and clothing for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. The PA also 
provides social welfare payments to the families of prisoners. We support the 
provision of welfare payments to innocent families who have lost a breadwinner, 
and we continue to encourage the PA at the highest levels to ensure that these 
payments are transparent, needs-based and affordable. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w
0001.htm#13011566000009  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Fiona Bruce (915) All-Party Parliamentary Group on international religious freedom 
– That this House reaffirms its commitment in accordance with the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights to defending the right of individuals to enjoy religious freedom; notes 
with profound concern that around the world today growing numbers of individuals are 
denied this fundamental right by totalitarian regimes and/or religious extremists of a 
different faith; welcomes the recent coming together of members of both Houses, all 
political parties and of all faiths and none to inaugurate the All-Party Parliamentary Group 
on International Religious Freedom; and supports the Group in its mission to highlight 
religious persecution wherever in the world it may occur in order to stem the rising tide of 
religious intolerance, which threatens the life and freedom of individuals and the cohesion 
of whole societies. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/915  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130115-
gc0001.htm#13011552000082  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0041/amend/ml041-iv.htm  
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130115-gc0001.htm#13011552000082
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0041/amend/ml041-iv.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012
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Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  
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