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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Union of Jewish Students 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what recent 
representations he has received from the Union of Jewish Students; what response his 
Department gave to such representations; and if he will make a statement. [R] [131232] 

Mr Willetts: I refer my hon. Friend to the answer I gave on 10 December 2012, 
Official Report, column 30-31W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/text/121211w0
003.htm#12121184000031  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0
002.htm#1212114000007  

 
 

House of Commons Ministerial Statement 

Equal Marriage Consultation 
The Minister for Women and Equalities (Maria Miller): … extending marriage to same-
sex couples will strengthen, not weaken, that vital institution, and the response I am 
publishing today makes it clear that we will enable same-sex couples to get married 
through a civil ceremony. We will also enable religious organisations that wish to conduct 
same-sex marriages to do so, on a similar opt-in basis to that available for civil 
partnerships. That is important for the obvious reason that it would be wrong to ban 
organisations that wish to conduct same-sex marriages from doing so. …  
We must be fair to same-sex couples and the state should not ban them from such a 
great institution. Equally, however, we must be fair to people of faith, and the religious 
protections I will set out will ensure that fairness is at the heart of our proposals. 
Churches have a right to fight for and articulate their beliefs and to be under no 
compulsion to conduct same-sex marriages. As the Prime Minister said, we are 100% 
clear that if any church, synagogue or mosque does not want to conduct a gay marriage 
it will not—absolutely must not—be forced to hold it. …  
The Government’s legal position has confirmed that, with appropriate legislative drafting, 
the  chance  of a  successful  legal  challenge  through  domestic  or  European  courts  is  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/text/121211w0003.htm#12121184000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/text/121211w0003.htm#12121184000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0002.htm#1212114000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121210/text/121210w0002.htm#1212114000007
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negligible. … First, we will write on to the face of the Bill a declaration that no religious 
organisation, or individual minister, can be forced to marry same-sex couples or to permit 
that to happen on their premises. Secondly, I will amend the Equality Act 2010 so that no 
discrimination claims can be brought against religious organisations or individual 
ministers for refusing to marry a same-sex couple or for refusing to allow their premises 
to be used for this purpose. 
Thirdly, the legislation will make it unlawful for religious organisations or their ministers to 
marry same-sex couples unless the organisation has expressly opted to do so. As part of 
this lock, a religious organisation will have to opt in as a whole, and each individual 
Minister will then have to opt in too. … 
Finally, because the Churches of England and Wales have explicitly stated that they do 
not wish to conduct same-sex marriage, the legislation will explicitly state that it would be 
illegal for the Churches of England and Wales to marry same-sex couples. … 
It is important to address directly other concerns raised by religious institutions. Other 
legal cases, including those involving the provision of services such as bed and breakfast 
or the wearing of religious symbols, have no bearing on the legal situation regarding 
marriage, because most religious marriage is a commitment made before God—it is at 
the heart of religious belief. There is clear protection under article 9 of the European 
convention on human rights and clarity in case law that the European Court of Human 
Rights considers same-sex marriage to be a matter for each individual member state. …  

 

col 157  Yvette Cooper: … no Church or religious organisations should be required to 
hold same-sex marriage and that respect for freedom of religion should be built into the 
proposed legislation, but we will need to look at the details of the proposals because it is 
important that she does not become too defensive about this. Freedom of religion also 
means that those faith groups, such as the Quakers, the Unitarians and others who want 
to be able to celebrate same-sex marriage should be able to do so. …  

 

col 161  Kevin Brennan: … Can [the Minister] explain the reference in her statement to 
the “Churches of England and Wales”? She continued: “That provision recognises and 
protects the unique and established nature of those Churches.” The Church in Wales was 
disestablished in 1920, so will she explain in what sense she referred to it as an 
established Church in her statement? 

 

Maria Miller: … I was recognising the different obligations on the Church of England and 
the Church in Wales and ensuring that the protections there reflect those obligations in 
full … 

 

col 163  Stewart Jackson: … I believe that these proposals are a constitutional outrage 
and a disgrace. There is no electoral mandate for these policies. Will she explain what 
popular support she has received for erasing the words “husband” and “wife” from our 
laws and customs, as set out in her Department’s equality impact assessment? 

 

Maria Miller: … The consultation was very clear: we were talking about how we were 
going to implement this proposal, not whether we were going to implement it. … I would 
ask him not to pursue the issue of changing the usage of the words “husband” and “wife”, 
because the Government have absolutely no intention of doing that. … 

 

col 164  Pete Wishart: … What discussions has [the Minister] had with the Scottish 
Government about the necessary amendments to UK-wide equality legislation to ensure 
that celebrants in Scotland would be protected from legal action if they were to speak out 
against, or refuse to take part in, same-sex marriage ceremonies? 

 

Maria Miller: … We have already started to have discussions at official level to ensure 
that those kinds of issues are dealt with. It is important that this measure should work 
across the devolved responsibilities, and it is a priority to ensure that that happens. … 

 

col 167  Eric Ollerenshaw: … Will my right hon. Friend comment on my remaining worry 
that teachers of particular faiths, whether they are in faith schools or non-faith schools in 
the state sector, might be expected to teach something that goes against their 
conscience? 
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Maria Miller: … I can reassure him that nothing will change in what children are taught. 
Teachers will continue to be able to describe their own belief that marriage is between a 
man and a woman while, importantly, acknowledging that there can also be same-sex 
marriages. In faith schools in particular, people will want to ensure that the beliefs of that 
faith are clearly and well articulated for children. … 

 

col 168  David Simpson: … if a school teacher who teaches religious education believes 
that the Bible teaches that this act is wrong and tells her pupils that, will she be 
protected? 

 

Maria Miller: The answer is absolutely yes, if that is the individual’s belief. That is 
particularly important for faith schools, but as we would expect from all our teachers, we 
would want to ensure that such a belief was expressed in a balanced way. … 

 

col 169  Matthew Offord: Yesterday I asked the Minister about polygamy, and she was 
unable to answer my concerns. Is she aware of the campaigns now taking place in 
Canada to legalise polygamy, since marriage was redefined there in 2005? 

 

Maria Miller: I think I did answer my hon. Friend’s question yesterday by saying that 
marriage in this country is between two people. 

 

col 170  David Burrowes: Now that the state wishes to redefine marriage, will it redefine 
adultery and non-consummation? 

 

Maria Miller: Again, that is an important detail, which I am sure will be looked at further 
when the Bill is examined in Committee. I can say clearly to my hon. Friend—the 
consultation document says that there must be clarity on this issue—that no changes to 
the laws of adultery are proposed and that same-sex couples will have the current laws of 
adultery available to them if those laws apply. If they do not apply, there will also be 
grounds of “unreasonable behaviour” for individuals to seek divorce if the behaviour falls 
short of adultery. …  

 

col 171  Fiona Bruce: I understand that the head of the Government Equalities Office 
told representatives of the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference that each signatory to 
the coalition for marriage petition would be counted as an individual response to the 
Government’s consultation. Because of that assurance, many supporters of traditional 
marriage focused on that petition. Why did it not happen? Was it because including those 
half a million and more signatures would have shown a substantial majority against plans 
to redefine marriage—something that is also confirmed by my constituency postbag? 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/debtext/121211
-0001.htm#12121156000006  
 

Maria Miller: Let me emphasise again that we have read all the petitions and all the 
submissions to the consultation, and reassure my hon. Friend that every single one of 
those submissions has validity. However, I must also remind her that our starting point 
was not whether we would introduce these measures, but how we would do so. …  

 

col 172  Craig Whittaker: The Minister has said today that she has given a clear 
articulation of protection for religious freedoms by introducing a quadruple lock. However, 
she has also said that there is a “negligible” chance that that will be challenged. Can she 
tell us what the risk of a challenge is in percentage terms? 

 

Maria Miller: I remind my hon. Friend that it is not just the quadruple lock that will provide 
that protection. The case law of the European Court of Human Rights, and the rights in 
the European convention, put the protection of religious belief in this matter beyond 
doubt, and I ask him to focus on that. … 

 

col 175  Rehman Chishti: How many people of the Muslim faith—and of the Sikh and 
Hindu faiths—responded to the consultation, and how many were for this proposal and 
how many were against? … 

 

Maria Miller: My hon. Friend is right to suggest that this issue is important for not only the 
Churches, but for faith groups across the board. That is why the protections I have 
outlined will work across the board.  This is not a  numbers game,  but I am happy to look  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/debtext/121211-0001.htm#12121156000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/debtext/121211-0001.htm#12121156000006
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at whether we can provide the detailed information that my hon. Friend requests. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/debtext/121211
-0002.htm  
 
 

House of Lords Ministerial Statement 

The statement made in the Commons by the Minister for Women and Equalities 
was read by Baroness Stowell of Beeston 

 

col 988  Baroness Thornton: … Religious marriages are a matter for each church, 
religious organisation or denomination, not for the Government. We expect the Bill to rule 
out any church or individual minister being required to perform same-sex marriages and 
that the protection of religious freedom will be double-locked or double-double-locked, as 
set out in the Bill. However, freedom of religion also means that we support those 
churches and faiths that wish to hold same-sex marriage ceremonies in being able to do 
so, including the Quakers, the Unitarians, Liberal Judaism and Reform Judaism. …  
… the Labour Party strongly supports same-sex marriage. People who love each other 
and want to make a long-term commitment to each other should be able to get married.… 
and we welcome the fact that the Government have gone further than they originally 
intended and that they will allow religious organisations that want to celebrate same-sex 
marriage the chance to do so. … 

 

col 990  Baroness Stowell of Beeston: … it is certainly our intention to propose in the 
Bill that the 50,000 or more people who have entered into a civil partnership since that 
was enacted will be able to convert it to a marriage. There will be a process for them to 
follow, and I am pleased to confirm that it will not be time-limited. … 

 

col 991  The Lord Bishop of Leicester: … Does the Minister recognise that our concern 
here is not primarily religious conscience or the protection of the Church of England's 
position but, rather, a more fundamental concern for stable communities? Can she 
assure us that teachers in church schools, for example, will not be disciplined for 
upholding traditional religious teaching? Can she assure the House that, in spite of the 
accelerated pace of this process, proper time, even over a Christmas holiday, will be 
given for adequate consultation with the Church of England's canon lawyers on the 
legislative drafting? Can she assure us that the great majority of members of the Church 
of England and other faiths will not be labelled as prejudiced against gay people for 
taking a traditional stand? … 

 

col 992  Baroness Stowell of Beeston: … I can reassure him that nothing that we are 
doing in this legislation will bring about any change to the approach for teaching in 
schools. A faith school would be able to continue to describe its belief that marriage is 
between a man and a woman while recognising that same-sex couples can marry. … 
there is absolutely no way that we as a Government would seek to label anybody who did 
not support same-sex marriage as prejudiced. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121211-
0001.htm#12121158000506  

 
 

Scottish Government 

Same sex marriage    
A consultation on a draft Bill to allow same sex marriage in Scotland has started today. 
The plans have received cross party support in the Scottish Parliament. 
The consultation seeks views on the detail of the legislation. It covers not only the 
introduction  of  same  sex  marriage  but  the  detail  of  important   protections  in 
relation to religious bodies and celebrants, freedom of speech and education. 
The Bill contains a  provision  making  it clear  that the introduction of same sex marriage  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/debtext/121211-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/debtext/121211-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121211-0001.htm#12121158000506
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121211-0001.htm#12121158000506
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has no impact on existing rights to freedom of speech. 
Health Secretary Alex Neil said: “… “I am absolutely clear that this should not impact on 
religious freedom and no religious body will be compelled to solemnise same sex 
marriages.  Religious bodies who wish to solemnise same sex marriage will have to opt 
in. “Where a body does decide to solemnise same sex marriages, we will also protect 
individual celebrants who consider such ceremonies to be contrary to their faith.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/12/ssm12dec 

 
 

Office of National Statistics 

2011 Census: Key Statistics for England and Wales, March 2011 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171778_290685.pdf  
 
Religion in England and Wales 2011 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_290510.pdf 
 
Ethnicity and National Identity in England and Wales 2011 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_290558.pdf  
 
International Migrants in England and Wales 2011 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_290335.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Most OSCE participating States promote Holocaust remembrance, says ODIHR 
report 
Most participating States of the OSCE are meeting their commitment to promote 
remembrance of the Holocaust, according to an overview of remembrance practices 
released today by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights…  
The online publication, Holocaust Memorial Days in the OSCE Region – An overview of 
governmental practices, says that 37 OSCE participating States report have established 
an official Holocaust memorial day, while another six promote Holocaust remembrance 
without having established an official day. 
“With fewer and fewer survivors remaining to bear witness, it is important that 
governments create and seize opportunities to officially promote Holocaust 
remembrance,” said Ambassador Janez Lenarčič, the Director of ODIHR. “More can be 
done to deepen these efforts, and we encourage those states that have yet to do so to 
follow through on this OSCE commitment.” … 
to read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/98121  
 
Holocaust Memorial Days in the OSCE Region – An overview of governmental 
practices 
http://tandis.odihr.pl/hmd/pdf/Holocaust_Memorial_Days_2012.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/12/ssm12dec
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171778_290685.pdf
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_290510.pdf
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_290558.pdf
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171776_290335.pdf
http://www.osce.org/odihr/98121
http://tandis.odihr.pl/hmd/pdf/Holocaust_Memorial_Days_2012.pdf
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Israel 
House of Commons Debate 

Israel and Palestine 
col 265  Mark Hendrick: On 29 November, the United Nations General Assembly voted 
to upgrade Palestine’s status to non-member observer. … 
The vote should be welcomed as a symbolic milestone in Palestine’s ambition for 
statehood, rather than as “unfortunate and counter-productive”, as the US Secretary of 
State has chosen to describe it. Enhanced UN status brings Palestine closer to the 
international community, its organisations and values. The Palestinians can now take 
part in UN debates and potentially join bodies such as the International Criminal Court. 
By abstaining in the vote, Britain has made itself less relevant to meaningful engagement 
in the search for peace. … 
Israel’s response to the perfectly legal move of upgrading Palestine’s UN status is an 
illegal move to try and ruin a two-state solution and withhold Palestinian money. …  

 

Jim Shannon: … Does the hon. Gentleman feel that if there is to be peace in the middle 
east between Palestine and Israel, recognition of the state of Israel has to come first? 

 

Mark Hendrick: Yes, I do. It is important that Hamas recognises Israel and that Israel is 
there to stay. 

 

Andrew Percy: It is not just Hamas. In August 2010, the Palestinian Authority’s Minister 
for Tourism said that the Palestinian goal was to bring about an end to Israel, so senior 
members of the PA also need to come clean and recognise the state of Israel’s right to 
exist, do they not? 

 

col 266  Mark Hendrick: I think the hon. Gentleman is referring to one member, not 
members, of the PA, and it is not the majority view among Palestinians. …  

 

Bob Blackman: … Does the hon. Gentleman not accept that Israel has habitually given 
land for peace in a series of settlement destructions to enable a peaceful solution to take 
place, and that the biggest obstruction to peace is the failure of the Palestinians to sit 
down and negotiate with the Israeli Government … 

 

Mark Hendrick: The hon. Gentleman talks about giving land for peace, but the land 
Israel has given did not belong to it in the first place. The only land of any size that has 
been given is Gaza, but the Israelis have made it plain that they do not want Gaza; they 
want as much of the west bank as they can take. … 

 

col 271  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Mark Simmonds): … The UK is continuing to provide 
international development support both to the Palestinian Authority and in Gaza, where it 
is providing health and social services to the population. That help is available for as long 
as it is required. 
I also want to make it clear that the settlements that the Israelis have built and are 
proposing are condemned by us. Settlements are illegal under international law and 
undermine the possibility of a two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict and those 
working for a sustainable peace. …  
We engaged intensively with the Palestinians before the vote in the General Assembly, 
and in advance of it we urged Israel to avoid reacting in a way that would undermine the 
peace process and to return to the negotiations. We made it absolutely clear that we 
would not support a reaction that sidelined President Abbas or risked the collapse of the 
Palestinian Authority. We have made it very clear to the Israeli Government that their 
decision to build 3,000 new housing units on the west bank and in East Jerusalem, to 
unfreeze the development of the area known as E1 on the west bank and to withhold tax 
revenue from the Palestinian Authority is not acceptable. …  

 

col 272  Michael Ellis: Does the Minister agree … that Israel has a right to protect its 
citizens? 
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Mark Simmonds: I certainly agree that Israel has a right to peace and security, and a 
right to protect its citizens from rocket attacks, which were extremely prevalent during the 
fortnight leading up to the escalation of the conflict in Gaza. …  

 

col 27  Graham Jones: I am grateful to the Minister for giving way, as he has not much 
time left. When will we reach a point when the two-state solution is dead and a one-state 
solution becomes a viable option? 

 

Mark Simmonds: I do not think that we are there yet, but, as I said earlier, I think that the 
door is beginning to close on the realistic possibility of a two-state solution. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/debtext/12121
1-0004.htm#12121181000001  
 

 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment his Department has made of the likely effect of an EU trade boycott on 
Israel. [132239] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government has made its position on boycotts and 
sanctions clear. We do not believe that imposing sanctions on Israel or supporting 
anti-Israeli boycotts would be productive. However, we will continue to make our 
views on the full range of issues absolutely clear to Israel. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will 
make it his policy to not recall the ambassador to Israel. [132821] 

Alistair Burt: We have not recalled the UK's ambassador to Israel. However, I 
formally summoned the Israeli ambassador to the UK on 3 December to convey 
the depth of our concern about the Israeli Government's decision to build 3,000 
new housing units in east Jerusalem and the west bank, to unfreeze planning in 
E1 area and to withhold tax revenue from the Palestinian Authority. We have 
called on the Israeli Government to reverse these decisions. 
Any decision about any other measures the UK might take will depend on the 
outcome of our discussions with the Israeli government and with international 
partners including the US and EU. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/text/121211w0
002.htm#12121178000074  
 

Middle East 
Angus Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what support he has given to the proposed conference on a Middle East Weapons of 
Mass Destruction Free Zone. [131767] 

Alistair Burt: The Government has taken its role as co-convenor of the 
Conference on a Middle East Weapons of Mass Destruction Free Zone very 
seriously. We have provided support to the work of the facilitator Finnish Under 
Secretary Laajava, with whom UK Ministers have met on a number of occasions 
to discuss progress. Officials have travelled to the region, and our embassies 
have worked to promote constructive engagement. We have funded and 
participated in a series of related civil society organised events over the past two 
years. 

Sir Tony Baldry: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of whether Israel can occupy Gaza and the West Bank 
indefinitely or whether there will come a time when they become part of de jure Israel. 
[132089] 

Alistair Burt: Gaza and the West Bank were not lawfully part of the state of Israel 
at its creation or at any point thereafter,  and  we  consider that the level of control  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/debtext/121211-0004.htm#12121181000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/debtext/121211-0004.htm#12121181000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/text/121211w0002.htm#12121178000074
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/text/121211w0002.htm#12121178000074
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that Israel retains over the territories amounts to occupation under international 
law. The Supreme Court of Israel has found that the West Bank is held in 
belligerent occupation, by Israel, and, furthermore, the International Court of 
Justice has held that the West Bank and East Jerusalem are occupied territories, 
to which the Fourth Geneva convention applies. UN Security Council Resolution 
242 stresses 
“the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war and the need to work for a 
just and lasting peace in which every state in the area can live in security”. 
The continued occupation of Gaza and the West Bank is not sustainable. We 
continue to press for-an urgent return to credible negotiations in order to secure a 
two state solution. This is the only way to deliver a lasting peace. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment his Department has made of the level of Iranian involvement in the provision 
of advanced weaponry to Hamas. [132237] 

Alistair Burt: Iran does provide support, including weaponry, to militant groups 
such as Hamas. Such support is unacceptable and in direct contravention of the 
UN embargo on the export of weapons by Iran (UN Security Council Resolution 
1747). Iran's support to these groups directly undermines prospects for peace in 
the region and further undermines the Iranian Government's claim to the 
international community, and its own people, that it supports stability in the middle 
east. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment his Department has made of the effect of the steps taken by the Israeli 
Prime Minister to initiate a series of confidence building measures on the position of the 
Palestinian Authority. [132238] 

Alistair Burt: We have urged both sides to engage in negotiations for a two state 
solution and avoid any actions that undermine the peace process. We have made 
clear to the Israeli Government we would not support any actions which sidelined 
President Abbas or risked collapse of the Palestinian Authority. In this regard, we 
have condemned the Israeli Government's decisions to build 3,000 new housing 
units in East Jerusalem and the west bank, to unfreeze planning in the area 
known as E1 and to withhold tax revenue from the Palestinian Authority. We have 
called on the Israeli Government to reverse these decisions. I formally summoned 
the Israeli ambassador to the UK to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office on 3 
December, to make our concerns known. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations his Department has made to the Palestinian Authority to return to direct 
peace talks with the Israeli Government without preconditions. [132240] 

Alistair Burt: This is a point that we have underlined to the Palestinian Authority 
on a regular basis. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), also 
discussed these issues with President Abbas in advance of the recent Palestinian 
resolution at the UN General Assembly on 29 November. 

Hywel Williams: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the number of civilian casualties on both sides of the 
recent hostilities between Israel and Gaza. [132969] 

Alistair Burt: We received regular reports from our missions in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem during the recent Gaza conflict drawing on local reporting and wide 
ranging contacts. We understand that 158 Palestinians and six Israelis were 
killed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/text/121211w0
002.htm#12121178000076  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/text/121211w0002.htm#12121178000076
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121211/text/121211w0002.htm#12121178000076
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Middle East Peace Process 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they will take to ensure 
through the Middle East Peace Quartet arrangements that the expenses and activities of 
the Office of the Quartet representative are properly monitored and accounted 
for.[HL3814] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government are in regular contact with the OQR, which undertakes a broad work 
programme focused on supporting the Palestinian economy and institutions in the 
West Bank (including East Jerusalem) and Gaza. 
Details of the OQR's work can be found in the OQR's Ad Hoc Liaison Committee 
(AHLC) report of September 2012. The OQR submits such reports to the AHLC 
on a bi-annual basis and maintains a regular dialogue with the international 
community, including the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121211w0001.htm#121
21182000462  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Joint Committee on Human Rights: Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201213/jtselect/jtrights/84/84.pdf  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0041/amend/am041-b.htm  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121211w0001.htm#12121182000462
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121211w0001.htm#12121182000462
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201213/jtselect/jtrights/84/84.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0041/amend/am041-b.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
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Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
** Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf
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