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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
John Mann: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
assessment he has made of the trends in the reporting of incidents of anti-Semitism in 
November 2012. [131912] 

Mr Foster: Individual police forces collate and analyse intelligence on the number 
of anti-Semitic attacks, in order to inform local operational decisions and to provide 
adequate protection at times of demand. In addition, the Association of Chief 
Police Officers (ACPO) analyses this intelligence to inform forces of any emerging 
challenges. 
ACPO's National Community Tension Team (NCTT) did see an increase in protest 
activity linked to events in Israel/Gaza in November 2012. Historical precedents 
point towards the potential for such an increase as NCTT saw with the Israel-Gaza 
conflict in 2008-09. Updates from police members of the NCTT anti-Semitic Hate 
Crime Working Group indicate that no significant tensions or changes in levels of 
hate incidents have been noted through standard Tension Monitoring processes. 
However, the Community Security Trust (CST) who monitor anti-Semitic incidents 
have highlighted a number of hate crime incidents that they believe have occurred 
due to current events in Israel/Gaza. CST has indicated that anti-Semitism had 
potentially doubled in the London area in one week compared to the previous 
week. Most reports were of verbal anti-Semitic abuse, graffiti and inflammatory 
postings on Facebook and Twitter. In light of this NCTT has reminded all police 
forces of the potential for an increase in anti-Semitic incidents and they have been 
asked to take proactive measures where appropriate and to report any critical 
changes to NCTT as a matter of urgency. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/text/121206w0
003.htm#12120664000005 
 

Football: Racial Discrimination 
John Mann: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what recent 
discussions she has had with representatives of football on the use of racist chanting and 
abuse in that sport. [131913] 

Hugh Robertson: As a result of the Downing street summit in February, the 
Government has asked the football authorities to  publish a clear plan of action on  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/text/121206w0003.htm#12120664000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/text/121206w0003.htm#12120664000005
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what can be done to tackle racism in the game. We continue to meet with the 
authorities to check progress with this. 
I have also written in the strongest terms to UEFA following the scenes at the 
England U21 match in Serbia. It is now in their hands and we await their formal 
judgment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/text/121206w0
003.htm#12120660000109  
 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Alex Cunningham (829) Innocence of Muslims film – That this House notes the anger 
of Muslim constituents in response to the online video, The Innocence of Muslims; is 
offended by the vile, Islamophobic slurs it makes about a faith followed by over two billion 
people worldwide; believes that the film constitutes incitement to hatred on the grounds of 
race and religion; further believes that the film itself is of appallingly poor quality; and 
urges the Government to make provision for its banning. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/829  
 

 

Downing Street 

David Cameron's message for Chanukah 
“I am delighted to wish the Jewish community in the UK and across the world a happy 
and peaceful Chanukah. 
“Chanukah is a magical eight day festival that children look forward to throughout the year 
– a joyous time of candles, doughnuts and gifts. 
“Of course, Chanukah commemorates the victory of the Maccabees and the restoration of 
the Temple in Jerusalem. It also celebrates the miracle of the oil – when one day’s worth 
of oil burned for a full eight days. The central message of this story is surely that it is 
possible to bring light and hope to all those who live in a world of darkness and despair. 
“But Chanukah contains deeper messages that still resonate with Jewish communities 
and with us all today. The root of the Hebrew word for Chanukah is “chinuch”, meaning 
education – an important theme at the heart of the Jewish religion. I pay tribute to the 
incredible contribution the Jewish Community plays throughout our society, and 
specifically in the education system. This dedication to education has provided enormous 
benefits for us all. 
“So, as an extra candle is lit each night of Chanukah, my hope is that the warmth and 
brightness that lights up each home will inspire us all to strive for a compassionate and 
tolerant society.  “Chanukah sameach!” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/david-camerons-message-for-chanukah/ 
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Communities Ministers wish the Jewish community a happy Chanukah 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said: “I want to take this opportunity to recognise the 
huge contribution the Jewish Community have made, and continue to make, towards 
British society and culture. We have seen some marvellous examples of this throughout 
the year such as Barnet and District Synagogue joining a food collection with their local 
church as part of ‘A Year of Service’. The annual triumph of ‘Mitzvah Day’ has also seen 
thousands of people across the globe volunteer - from improving the local environment, 
working with the homeless or visiting care homes - these activities have all made a real 
difference to their communities. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/text/121206w0003.htm#12120660000109
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/text/121206w0003.htm#12120660000109
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/829
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/david-camerons-message-for-chanukah/
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“I’d like to wish the whole Jewish community a very happy Chanukah.” 
Faith Minister Baroness Warsi said: “As each candle is lit over the next eight nights during 
the Festival of Lights, I want to wish all Jewish communities a very happy and peaceful 
Chanukah. 
“The lighting of the menorah candles remind us of the persistence of hope and endurance 
through difficult times and I want to acknowledge the role that the Jewish community play 
within our wider society. … “Happy holidays to you all.” 
To read the full press release 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/communities-ministers-wish-the-jewish-community-
a-happy-chanukah  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will make it his policy to seek the prosecution of Israeli political and military leaders at 
the International Criminal Court for war crimes. [131947] 

Alistair Burt: Israel is not a state party to the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) and so the prosecutor of the ICC does not have jurisdiction 
over either Israeli nationals or the situations in either Israel or the occupied 
Palestinian Territories. We judge that pursuing ICC jurisdiction over the Occupied 
Territories at this stage could make a return to negotiations impossible. This is 
extremely important given that we see 2013 as a crucial year for the middle east 
peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/text/121206w0
002.htm#12120660000098  

 
UK-Israel Life Sciences Council 

Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the UK-Israel Life Sciences Council. 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My 
Lords, the UK-Israel Life Sciences Council is an excellent example of the 
opportunities for successful collaboration between our two countries. Since its 
launch in 2011, funding has been raised for five major research projects in 
regenerative medicine as part of the British-Israel research and academic 
exchange programme. 

Baroness Deech: … that this work could produce great advances in stem cell and 
regenerative medicine, which may make a major difference in the treatment of diabetes, 
Parkinson's and multiple sclerosis. Does she therefore agree that this sort of work, and 
the search for cures, should rise above politics? Will she condemn the politicisation of 
academic exchange-for example, boycotts of scientific work-which could have so much 
potential for cures in this country? 

Baroness Warsi: … Where there are areas of expertise, both in this country and 
in Israel-or in any other country around the world-it is important for that 
collaborative work to continue. When we are collaborating with countries that we 
consider to be friends and there are disagreements, we still have those 
discussions, for it is important that this work continues. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea:  My  Lords, does not the pre-eminence of Israel in this and  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/communities-ministers-wish-the-jewish-community-a-happy-chanukah
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/communities-ministers-wish-the-jewish-community-a-happy-chanukah
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/text/121206w0002.htm#12120660000098
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/text/121206w0002.htm#12120660000098
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so many other fields, and also the academic freedom enjoyed by universities in Israel, 
make nonsense of any attempts by our academics to boycott their counterparts in Israel? 
Will the Minister, as the noble Baroness suggested, roundly condemn any such attempts 
at a boycott? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, the UK Government have made their position on 
boycotts clear. We do not hesitate to express disagreement with Israel 
whenever��we feel it is necessary, but we also enjoy a close and productive 
relationship with Israel. It is this very relationship that allows us to have the frank 
discussions that are often necessary between friends. We believe that imposing 
boycotts would lessen that influence, not increase it. 

Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: My Lords, does my noble friend the Minister agree that joint 
business initiatives between Palestinians and Israelis could play a valuable role in 
encouraging diplomatic engagement between both peoples? … 

Baroness Warsi: … 2013 will be a critical year. It is therefore important that we 
use whatever avenues we have to strengthen those diplomatic relations to 
achieve a peaceful resolution to a two-state solution in the Middle East. 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick: … when the Government of Israel pay absolutely no respect 
to the views of the British Government on crucial issues of international policy, such as 
the legality of settlements, that is bound to have an effect on government-to-government 
relations, even if it should not have an effect on co-operation between scientists and 
academics? 

Baroness Warsi: … It is because we have strong relationships with Israel on a 
variety of issues that we can be so robust in our engagement. … on Monday the 
Israeli ambassador was called in by the Minister for the Middle East to express 
our grave concerns about illegal settlements and the comments made by the 
Israeli Government. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, the medical field is a rich source of interaction not only 
between the UK and Israel but also, and perhaps more importantly, between Israel and 
the Palestinians. When I go round hospitals in Israel I see many Palestinian patients from 
both Gaza and the West Bank. Is the Minister aware of this?  

Baroness Warsi: It is not something that I am directly aware of, but I am grateful 
for the noble Lord's information. … 

Lord Kilclooney: My Lords, the Minister said that the Israeli ambassador was called in to 
the Foreign Office about the seizure of Palestinian land by Israel. What was his 
response? 

Baroness Warsi: … the Minister made very clear to the Israeli ambassador 
Britain's real concerns about the comments made about further settlements. I 
think that the ambassador was left with no doubt about the British Government's 
strength of feeling on this matter. 

Lord Dykes: … does my noble friend the Minister agree that one of the main reasons 
why the Israeli Government-much to the disappointment of many Israeli citizens-
repeatedly ignore the representations made by the UK and other western Governments 
on their action in the Occupied Territories is that the United States has exercised more 
than 30 vetoes since 1967 to stop Israel following international law? What do the UK 
Government think of American veto-itis in this matter? 

Baroness Warsi: The Government have made it clear that real progress has to 
be made next year, and that progress cannot be made without the US taking a 
lead. It has to get behind the initiative for next year. As I have said before from 
this Dispatch Box, this is a president in his second term, where it is right that he 
should prioritise these matters. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121206-
0001.htm#12120659000787  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121206-0001.htm#12120659000787
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121206-0001.htm#12120659000787
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Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel for all existing residents of Area C of the West Bank to have 
adequate access to water supplies, sewerage, refuse disposal and schools.[HL3465] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): On 14 
May, the EU's Foreign Affairs Council called on Israel to meet its obligations 
regarding the living conditions of the Palestinian population in Area C. They 
discussed halting forced transfer of population and demolition of Palestinian 
housing and infrastructure, ensuring access to water and addressing humanitarian 
needs. The UK along with our EU partners continue to make this case to the 
Israeli Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121206w0001.htm#121
20646000317  

 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs Council/General Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): … Middle East Peace Process 
The discussions on the middle east peace process will focus on follow-up to the 29 
November UN General Assembly resolution, including the EU’s response to the Israeli 
decisions to build 3,000 new housing units in East Jerusalem and the west bank, to 
unfreeze planning in the area known as E1 and to withhold tax revenue from the 
Palestinian authority. EU Ministers will also discuss facilitating a rapid return to credible 
negotiations in order to secure a two-state solution. We will reiterate our condemnation of 
the Israeli decision, underlining the threat this poses to the two-state solution, and stress 
the need to continue work to build on the May FAC conclusions. We will also emphasise 
the need for the US, with the strong and active support of the EU, to do all it can in the 
coming weeks and months to take a decisive lead and push the peace process forward 
urgently. Additionally, the UK will stress the need to build on the Gaza ceasefire and to 
address the underlying causes of the conflict including more open access to and from 
Gaza for trade as well as humanitarian assistance, and an end to the smuggling of 
weapons. The UK will support conclusions covering these points. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/wmstext/12120
6m0001.htm#12120639000006  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-05134 John Finnie: CEPR Delegation to Gaza—That the Parliament notes the 
return home of politicians from Scotland, Ireland, Portugal and Poland, who comprised 
the most recent Council for European-Palestinian Relations (CEPR) delegation to the 
Gaza Strip, initially postponed due to the recent hostilities; notes that the delegation 
visited many locations in the Gaza Strip, including the site of the Al Dalu family home, 
where 10 members of the family, including women and children, were killed in an Israeli 
airstrike, the Abu Khadra civil service compound, which was completely destroyed by an 
airstrike, as was the nearby Al-Jazeera club, which provided sports facilities for 400 boys 
and girls,100 of whom were disabled, the Al Yarmouk football stadium, whose pitch and 
spectator facilities were bombed, Zaitoun Girls School, Tel El Hawa, which was damaged 
by an airstrike and the nearby Zaitoun Co-ed D Tel El Hawa school, where the delegation 
received a briefing on the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) education  programme,  Al-Shifa  Hospital, where it  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121206w0001.htm#12120646000317
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121206w0001.htm#12120646000317
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/wmstext/121206m0001.htm#12120639000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121206/wmstext/121206m0001.htm#12120639000006
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received a briefing from the Minister for Health, Dr Mofed Al Makhalalaty, on the 182 
killed and over 1,000 injured in the recent hostilities, the Jabalia Camp to see, and 
receive a briefing on, UNRWA food distribution and a palm plantation in 
Raffa; understands that the delegation met the Deputy Director of UNRWA, Scott 
Anderson, various NGOs, visited, and met elected members of, the Palestinian 
Legislative Council and held a meeting with the Prime Minister, Ismail Haniya; condemns 
the targeting of non-combatants, attacks on residential areas, the targeting of journalists 
and the destruction of civil facilities such as police stations; considers that the only route 
to progress in the Middle East is through dialogue involving all parties, and calls on the 
international community to insist on adherence to international law, an end to the illegal 
blockade of Gaza and to support efforts for a lasting peace.  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05134&ResultsPerPage=10  

TOP 
 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

Council of the European Union 

Council conclusions on organ donation and transplantation 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/134095.pdf  
 
 

Council of the European Union 

Minority forum marks 20 years of rights advocacy 
The Forum on Minority Issues marked the twentieth anniversary of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and 
Linguistic Minorities …  
In a video statement for the opening of the session, the UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-
Moon, said that twenty years on, minorities continue to “face discrimination, stereotyping, 
hatred and violence, solely for being who they are,” and added that “at this time of 
economic distress, minorities often bear the brunt of societal tensions.” … 
The UN Human Rights Chief, Navi Pillay … highlighted that implementing the human 
rights standards set out in the Declaration was often seen as a challenge rather than an 
opportunity. “However all of us – non-governmental organizations, national human rights 
institutions, representatives of regional bodies, academics, and not least minorities and 
communities themselves, also have a vital role to play,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Minorityforummarks20years.aspx  
 

 

Charities Aid Foundation 

One in six charities fear closure as crisis hits, say charity chiefs 
One in six charities believe they may face closure in the coming year amid public 
spending cutbacks and falling donations from the public, according to a new poll of 
charities. … 

 17% said it was likely that their charity may face closure in the next 12 months 
 40% worry that their charity may have to close if the economic situation does not 

improve 
 49% say they have had to use reserves to cover income shortfalls over the last 

year 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05134&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05134&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/134095.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Minorityforummarks20years.aspx
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 26% say they had cut front-line services 
 25% say they had made staff cuts … 

Earlier this month, research by CAF revealed that small and medium sized charities are 
facing spiralling losses, with reported deficits of more than £300m in 2011 -  compared 
with an overall surplus of £325m in 2007.�… 
CAF and the NCVO are calling for: … 

 The Government to modernise and promote Gift Aid and Payroll Giving so 
donations go further. 

 The Government to ensure that public bodies do not cut funding for charities 
disproportionately when making spending reductions. … 

To read the full press release see 
https://www.cafonline.org/media-office/press-releases/2012/0912-charities-fear-
closure.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
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