
 1

 

4 December 2012
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Foreign Affairs 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 
 

 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Education 
6. Paul Goggins (Wythenshawe and Sale East) (Lab): What assessment he has made 
of the current standard of religious education teaching. [130875] 

The Secretary of State for Education (Michael Gove): Ofsted’s subject report in 
2010 found that religious education teaching was not good enough, but teacher 
quality is improving. In 2012-13, 78% of religious education teacher trainees held 
a 2:1 or higher degree classification, compared with just 70% in 2011-12. 

Paul Goggins: I am grateful to the Secretary of State for that answer. If he believes that 
the best way to achieve academic rigour is through the English baccalaureate, is he 
willing to reconsider the inclusion of religious education as a core subject, at least for 
faith schools, in order that they can uphold their ethos and parental choice, as well as 
their high educational standards? 

Michael Gove: I have enormous respect for the right hon. Gentleman. He is a 
stout advocate for faith schools and I want to underline the important role that they 
play in state education. We have no plans to change the English baccalaureate, 
not least because religious education remains a compulsory subject in the 
national curriculum. Well taught, it can take its place alongside the subjects in the 
English baccalaureate in a broad and balanced education. 

Michael Fabricant (Lichfield) (Con): My right hon. Friend will know that I value faith 
schools and the teaching of religious education. However, what steps is he taking to 
ensure that religious hatred is not taught by some faith schools and religious teachers? 

Michael Gove: My hon. Friend has a distinguished record in fighting extremism of 
all kinds. That is why I am delighted to be able to say that we have set up a due 
diligence unit in the Department for Education to prevent extremism. It has staff 
from the security services and elsewhere, and will ensure that public money is not 
abused by those who would preach hate rather than love. 

Dan Rogerson (North Cornwall) (LD): To follow on from the answers to the right hon. 
Member for Wythenshawe and Sale East (Paul Goggins) and the hon. Member for 
Stoke-on-Trent Central (Tristram Hunt) about the need for specialist teaching, the 
number of institutions training religious education teachers has declined. Will the 
Department keep a constant review on the number of teachers entering the profession in 
subjects that are outside the EBacc to ensure that there is adequate expertise across the 
specialisms? 
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Michael Gove: My hon. Friend is quite right to hold my feet to the fire on that. The 
headcount for religious education teachers at key stage 4 has increased over the 
lifetime of the Government from 10,400 to 10,700 and there are two applicants for 
every available post for a religious education teacher, so there is no evidence of a 
decline in numbers or quality. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/debtext/12120
3-0001.htm#1212039000017  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Palestine: United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
includes: 
col 494  Baroness Royall of Blaisdon: … We strongly believe that the British 
Government were wrong not to support the Palestinian resolution. It is one of the steps to 
achieve and negotiate a two-state solution. The fact that we abstained was an abdication 
of responsibilities to both the Israeli and Palestinian people, most of whom wish to live in 
peace. … I utterly condemn the rocket attacks from Gaza. … I have also seen the 
settlements, which I utterly condemn and which are against international law. … I 
wholeheartedly condemn violence but is it any wonder that the level of anger is 
heightened when men and women can no longer provide for their families? … 

 

col 497  Lord Alderdice:  … How is it possible that the State of Israel, which was 
brought into being by an overwhelming majority vote in the United Nations, has contrived 
over the subsequent years to so lose the confidence of other member states that it finds 
itself with so little support in its opposition to the perfectly reasonable demand for a 
Palestinian state? … our country this time is on the wrong side of history. This is a 
serious error of judgment. This was an opportunity to rescue the reputation of this 
country in a region that has not been impressed by the military adventures of the past 10 
or 15 years. It was an opportunity for our country to say clearly that we support our 
friends in the State of Israel but that we do not give them a veto on our policy, or who we 
talk to, or who we are prepared to engage with. …  

 

col 500  Lord Janner of Braunstone: … I would like to tell a fable of a London man who 
once went to a law society and asked to be recommended to a one-armed solicitor. "Why 
one-armed?", asked the official. "Because," the man replied, "I am sick to death of 
lawyers saying, on the one hand this, and on the other hand that". That was a perfectly 
good reason for wanting somebody with one hand. On the one hand, if you do not 
recognise that others have a case, you will lose yours. On the other hand, if you do not 
put your case firmly, then you will not be an advocate for long. And without any hands, 
you certainly cannot clap. One Hand Alone Cannot Clap is the name of a book that I 
wrote some years ago about Israel and the Middle East. It is important that we 
acknowledge that you cannot base arguments or work for peace with only one side. No 
one would argue against the rights for the Palestinian people to have their own home, 
and this is also so true for Israel. We must all learn to clap together and to live happily 
and peacefully side by side. …  

 

col 501  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … President Abbas is requesting recognition for a 
state half of which he does not even control. Since Hamas took power in Gaza in 2006, 
Mr Abbas, as far as I know, has not visited there even once. The resolution pushes 
further away the prospects for peace. … Not negotiating with Israel has been Mr Abbas's 
choice in recent years, whether due to his distrust of Israel or due to his own 
unwillingness to make compromises. The move  to the  UN looks  more like a  continuing  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/debtext/121203-0001.htm#1212039000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/debtext/121203-0001.htm#1212039000017
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strategy to avoid negotiations and not a way to revive them. …  
 

col 503  Lord Judd: … We have special responsibility in this country towards Israel 
because we were one of the principal powers that played a key part in bringing Israel into 
existence and we must therefore not betray our responsibility in that context. It is also 
important to remember that, historically and objectively, no people paid a higher price for 
the creation of the State of Israel than the Palestinian people. … Palestinian life is 
absolutely distorted. People are humiliated day after day as they pass through the 
security gates, where they are treated rather brusquely, to say the least. …  

 

col 507  Lord King of Bridgwater: … The British ambassador to the United States 
would say to me, "The green lobby, the united Ireland lobby, is jolly strong over here, but 
it is not a patch on the Jewish lobby". The truth is that the Jewish lobby in the United 
States has done no service to Israel and it has done no service to the standing of the 
United States in the region. … 

 

Lord Phillips of Sudbury: … For my whole adult life I have been an inveterate supporter 
of [Israel] . … The tragedy is that a great country and a great people have so demeaned 
themselves and behaved in a manner that is not just contrary to international law but 
contrary to simple morality and decency … One quarter to one-third of Israelis … are 
totally opposed to what is going on in Palestine. … I have met some of these people, and 
they are brave, because they are subject to huge pressure. They are called self-hating 
Jews, I believe. …  

 

col 510  The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): … The UK has 
long been clear that we support a negotiated settlement, leading to a safe and secure 
Israel living alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian state, based on the 1967 
borders with agreed land swaps, with Jerusalem as a shared capital of both states and 
with a just, fair and agreed settlement for refugees. …  
We are therefore extremely concerned by the decision of the Israeli Cabinet to approve 
the building of 3,000 new housing units in illegal settlements in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem. … Palestine is now a non-member observer state at the United Nations but, 
sadly, the situation on the ground remains the same. The only way to give the Palestinian 
people the state they deserve, and the Israeli people the security they are entitled to, is 
through a negotiated two-state solution. That requires both parties to return to 
negotiations, Israel to stop illegal settlement building and Palestinian factions to reconcile 
with each other. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-
0002.htm#12120333000494  

 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the effect of remarks by the Governor of Jericho on the 
alleged distribution of drugs by the Israeli government into Palestinian society on the 
wider Middle East peace process. [130932] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of these reported remarks but have not made an 
assessment of their effect on the wider middle east peace process. 

Susan Elan Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to promote compliance with international law in the conflict 
between Israel and Palestine. [131084] 

Alistair Burt: We urge all parties to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to respect their 
obligations under international humanitarian law. We do this as part of regular 
contact at ministerial and senior official level. 
In this context we continue to make clear to the Israeli Government our concern at  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-0002.htm#12120333000494
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-0002.htm#12120333000494
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ongoing settlement announcements. As we have made clear settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) are illegal under international law. 
We have also repeatedly made clear to the Israelis our serious concern at the 
40% increase last year, as recorded by the UN, in demolitions of Palestinian 
properties in East Jerusalem and the west bank. We view such demolitions and 
evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; as harmful to 
the peace process; and, in all but the most limited circumstances, as contrary to 
international humanitarian law. 
More generally, we continue to have serious concerns about the human rights 
situation in Israel and the OPTs which we raise regularly with the Israeli 
authorities. More details can be found at: 
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-
concern/israel-and-the-opts/  

Tim Farron: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps his Department is taking to promote compliance with international law in the conflict 
between Israel and Palestine. [131228] 

Alistair Burt: We urge all parties to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to respect their 
obligations under international humanitarian law. We do this as part of regular 
contact at ministerial and senior official level. 
In this context we continue to make clear to the Israeli Government our concern at 
ongoing settlement announcements. As we have made clear settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) are illegal under international law. 
We have also repeatedly made clear to the Israelis our serious concern at the 
40% increase last year, as recorded by the UN, in demolitions of Palestinian 
properties in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. We view such demolitions and 
evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; as harmful to 
the peace process; and, in all but the most limited circumstances, as contrary to 
international humanitarian law. 
More generally, we continue to have serious concerns about the human rights 
situation in Israel and the OPTs which we raise regularly with the Israeli 
authorities. More details can be found at: 
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-
concem/israel-and-the-opts/  

Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will lead international efforts to assist the Egyptian government in stopping the flow of 
illegal weaponry across its border with the Gaza Strip. [131296] 

Alistair Burt: We welcome the Egyptian-led ceasefire in the recent Gaza crisis 
and will continue to give our full support to Egypt's efforts to tackle both the flow of 
illegal weaponry from the Sinai into the Gaza strip and to bring about the changes 
necessary to ease Israeli restrictions on Gaza. 

Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
on how many occasions he has made representations to the government of Israel on (a) 
compliance with UN resolutions, (b) the Geneva Convention and (c) international law 
since May 2010. [131398] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to urge all parties to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to 
respect their obligations under international humanitarian law. It is important that 
Israel fulfils its obligations under international law. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv 
raised these issues with the Israeli Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories on 9 October. We continue to raise our concerns 
so frequently with the Israeli authorities that we do not track the specific number of 
instances. More details can be found at: 
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-
concern/israel-and-the-opts/  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/text/121203w0
001.htm#12120331000018  

 

http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-concem/israel-and-the-opts/
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-concem/israel-and-the-opts/
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/text/121203w0001.htm#12120331000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/text/121203w0001.htm#12120331000018
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Occupied Territories 
Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) if he will take steps to prevent house demolitions in East Jerusalem and the West 
Bank; [130846] 
(2) what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the cessation of 
demolition of Palestinian homes. [130847] 

Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly made clear to the Israelis our serious concern 
at the 40% increase last year, as recorded by the UN, in demolitions of 
Palestinian properties in east Jerusalem and the West Bank. Our ambassador in 
Tel Aviv raised this issue with the Israeli Co-ordinator of Government Activities in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 9 October 2012. We view such 
demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians; as harmful to the peace process; and, in all but the most limited 
circumstances, as contrary to international humanitarian law. 
In addition we continue to support Palestinians facing demolition of their homes or 
eviction through support to the Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid programme 
which helps individuals to challenge these decisions in the Israeli legal system. 

Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received to indicate the number of houses in the occupied West 
Bank which have been demolished since 1967. [130848] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of reports provided by the International Committee 
against House Demolitions that over 26,000 demolitions have taken place since 
1967. We have made clear to the Israelis our serious concern at the 40% increase 
last year, as recorded by the UN, in demolitions of Palestinian properties in east 
Jerusalem and the west bank. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv raised this issue with 
the Israeli Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs) on 9 October 2012. We view such demolitions and evictions as 
causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; as harmful to the peace 
process; and, in all but the most limited circumstances, as contrary to international 
humanitarian law. 
In addition we continue to support Palestinians facing demolition of their homes or 
eviction in the OPTs through support to the Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid 
programme which helps individuals to challenge these decisions in the Israeli 
legal system. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/text/121203w0
001.htm#12120331000019  
 

Middle East 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland what discussions she 
has held with Ministers in the (a) Foreign and Commonwealth Office and (b) Northern 
Ireland Executive on using expertise within Northern Ireland of peace and reconciliation 
to help the Middle East peace process. [131277] 

Mike Penning: We regularly receive visitors from the Middle East and elsewhere 
who seek to learn lessons from the Northern Ireland peace process, some 
referred by the Foreign Office. Such visitors are also seen at times by the 
Northern Ireland Executive or representatives of parties in it.  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/text/121203w0
001.htm#12120331000021  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel against the transfer of existing residents of Area C of the 
West Bank to Areas A and B. [HL3463] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/text/121203w0001.htm#12120331000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/text/121203w0001.htm#12120331000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/text/121203w0001.htm#12120331000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121203/text/121203w0001.htm#12120331000021
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has encouraged the Israeli Government to comply fully with their obligations under 
international law with regard to their actions in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, including Area C of the West Bank. 
This is an issue of concern shared by our European partners. The European 
Union's Foreign Affairs Council, in conclusions agreed on 14 May, called on Israel 
to meet its obligations regarding the living conditions of the Palestinian population 
in Area C, including by halting forced transfer of population. Together with our EU 
partners, we will continue to make this case to the Israeli Government. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel not to proceed with the eviction of Bedouin communities in 
order to complete proposed developments in Area E1 of the West Bank.[HL3467] 

Baroness Warsi: The UK has encouraged the Israeli Government to comply fully 
with their obligations under international law and to ensure that any decision 
reached on the movement of Bedouin communities should be made with their full 
consent and not result in a forcible transfer. 
The UK position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is 
clear: they are illegal under international law and undermine the possibility of a 
two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and those working for a 
sustainable peace. We look to the Government of Israel to take all necessary 
steps to prevent settlement construction. 
We, together with our European partners, will continue to follow the situation in 
Area C of the West Bank, including El, closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203w0001.htm#121
2036000370  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they are having with 
the Governments of Israel, Egypt, Turkey and Jordan about the prevention of further 
violence in the Gaza Strip.[HL3501] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Prior to 
the ceasefire announcement on 21 November, the UK was in contact with those 
involved in brokering an end to the violence, alongside the EU, US and other 
partners. The Prime Minister, my right honourable friend the Member for Witney 
(Mr Cameron), spoke to the Israeli Prime Minister and Egyptian President and the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable 
friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has spoken to the Israeli, 
Egyptian, Turkish and Jordanian Foreign Ministers. We urged all parties to use 
their influence to help avoid any further escalation. 
We welcome the agreement reached on 21 November to end hostilities. We have 
urged all sides to uphold their commitments, and paid tribute to President Mursi 
and the Egyptian Government for their intensive efforts and the leadership they 
have shown, as well as to US Secretary of State Clinton and UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon for the role they have played. The Foreign Secretary spoke 
to Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr on 22 November to express appreciation for 
Egypt's efforts.  

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will seek to work jointly 
with the Government of the United States to ensure a reduction of casualties in the 
current conflict in Gaza.[HL3502] 

Baroness Warsi: The British Government are gravely concerned by the recent 
violence in Gaza and southern Israel and deeply regret the loss of civilian life. We 
consistently called on those involved to avoid any action which risked civilian 
casualties and to abide by international humanitarian law. We conveyed these 
messages in public, and directly to those involved in brokering an end to the 
violence, alongside our EU, United States of America (US), and other international  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203w0001.htm#1212036000370
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203w0001.htm#1212036000370
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partners. 
We welcome the agreement reached on 21 November to end hostilities. We have 
urged all sides to uphold their commitments, and paid tribute to President Mursi 
and the Egyptian Government for their intensive efforts and the leadership they 
have shown, as well as to US Secretary of State Clinton and UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon for the roles they have played. 
This ceasefire is an important step towards a lasting peace. The priority now must 
be to build on the ceasefire and to address the underlying causes of the conflict, 
including more open access to and from Gaza for trade as well as humanitarian 
assistance, and an end to the smuggling of weapons. Above all, the loss of life 
over the past week has shown the urgent need for a return to negotiations on a 
two-state solution to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The UK will work 
urgently with the USA, the EU, our other international partners and with Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority, calling for a new initiative to restart the peace process 
before the window for a two state solution closes. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the current state of the provision of food supplies to Gaza.[HL3594] 

Baroness Northover: As the Foreign Secretary said on 21 November, we 
welcome the agreement reached to end the hostilities in Gaza and southern Israel 
and urge all sides to uphold their commitments. Our current assessment is that 
the provision of food supplies to Gaza is not at crisis point but remains fragile. 
Pre-positioning of stocks has meant that there is currently sufficient food, shelter 
items and medical supplies. The World Food Programme and UN Relief and 
Works Agency, which are the two main organisations conducting food 
distributions, each have approximately 30 days of food pre-positioned in Gaza 
and distributions are continuing normally. The UK is following the humanitarian 
situation closely and stands ready to respond should the situation deteriorate. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they intend to take to 
help ensure that medical supplies are available in Gaza's hospitals.[HL3595] 

Baroness Northover: As the Foreign Secretary said on 21 November, we 
welcome the agreement reached to end the hostilities in Gaza and southern Israel 
and urge all sides to uphold their commitments. The UK is following the 
humanitarian situation closely and monitoring the situation in terms of access of 
essential humanitarian supplies to the civilian population in Gaza. 
A shortage in medical supplies predates the current crisis and remains a source of 
concern. However, even with the increased caseload of war wounded, our current 
assessment is that the health services in Gaza are providing a reasonable quality 
of care. The UK supports the United Nation's Office for the Co-ordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs' Access Co-ordination Unit, which works proactively with all 
partners to help facilitate the access of humanitarian staff and supplies into Gaza. 
The UK stands ready to respond should the situation deteriorate. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203w0001.ht
m#1212036000364  

 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Russell (806) Israeli settlements in Occupied Territories – That this House 
condemns the government of Israel for its announcement of plans to build a further 3,000 
dwellings in the Occupied Territories of the West Bank and East Jerusalem in direct 
contravention of United Nations resolutions, the Geneva Convention and international 
law; and calls on the Government to work with other member states of the EU to cancel 
all trade agreements with Israel in response to that country's continued flouting of the will 
of the international community and all accepted international declarations. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/806  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203w0001.htm#1212036000364
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203w0001.htm#1212036000364
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/806
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-05070 Sandra White: UN Support for Palestine—That the Parliament 
congratulates the UN General Assembly on its support for Palestine to become an 
observer state by a vote of 138 to 9 and believes that this historic victory will pave the 
way to an internationally recognised Palestinian state and a just and peaceful agreement 
between Palestine and Israel. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05070&ResultsPerPage=10  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Iran 
Lord Wood of Anfield: To ask Her Majesty's Government what legal advice they have 
received on whether a pre-emptive military strike on Iran would violate international law. 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My 
Lords, the Government do not believe that military action against Iran is the right 
course of action at this time, although no option is off the table. We believe that 
the twin-track approach of engagement with Iran and pressure through sanctions 
is the best way to resolve the nuclear issue. We do not comment on legal advice 
and will not speculate about the legality of various scenarios. 

Lord Wood of Anfield: I thank the Minister for that Answer. I have asked this Question 
because of a report in the Guardian which suggests that the Attorney General's Office 
has argued internally in government that providing assistance to forces that could be 
involved in a pre-emptive strike would be a clear breach of international law. … 
Baroness Deech: My Lords, does the noble Baroness agree that there is something that 
is perhaps slightly upside down about this Question and that what we should be worrying 
about is the legality of the preparation of nuclear weapons by Iran? No country should 
have to face the choice between obliteration and self-defence. … 
Lord Anderson of Swansea: … Although we, along with much of the security 
establishment in Israel, may be highly critical of a possible strike, should we not at least 
acknowledge the dilemma of the Israeli Government, who are faced with President 
Ahmadinejad, who has said he intends to destroy Israel and may very well soon have the 
capability to do just that? 

Baroness Warsi: Iran's development of military nuclear power is a matter of 
concern for many more countries than just Israel. It is why we have United 
Nations Security Council resolutions in relation to this matter and it is why we 
have tried to negotiate with Iran over a number of years. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-
0001.htm#1212038000394 

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Conference on freedom of religion or belief 
The Foreign Office, the Canadian High Commission and Wilton Park are holding a 
conference on combating intolerance and promoting freedom of religion or belief for all. In 
March 2011 the UN Human Rights  Council  adopted   Resolution  16/18  on  "Combating  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05070&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05070&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-0001.htm#1212038000394
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-0001.htm#1212038000394
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Intolerance, Negative Stereotyping and Stigmatization of, and Discrimination, Incitement 
to Violence and Violence Against, Persons Based on Religion or Belief.” The resolution 
focuses on a number of concrete, practical measures that states can take to combat 
religious intolerance. 
This week's conference brings together experts from governments and civil society 
across the world to share knowledge and skills focusing on particular parts of resolution 
16/18, including; 

 overcoming obstacles to the equal participation of all groups in society 
 combating intolerance through education 
 developing collaborative networks between government and civil society … 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=841366682  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-
0001.htm#1212038000402  
 

Bill as brought from the Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0065/130065.pdf 
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0065/en/13065en.pdf  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=841366682
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-0001.htm#1212038000402
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-0001.htm#1212038000402
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0065/130065.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0065/en/13065en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
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Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

**  closes in 3 days 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/
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