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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Counter-terrorism 
Diana Johnson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
assessment she has made of the work undertaken by local authorities in England and 
Wales in delivering the Prevent agenda. [128458] 

James Brokenshire: Ongoing assessment is made by the Prevent team within 
the Office of Security and Counter-Terrorism (OSCT) of local authorities delivery 
of Prevent at a local level. This includes quarterly reporting on Prevent co-
ordinator and project activities, and bi-annual performance reporting. 
OSCT Prevent assess that the Prevent work undertaken by local authorities is 
broadly on track. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0
002.htm#12112633000040  
 

Charities: Christianity 
Mr Bone: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office (1) what his policy is on long-
established Christian charities of all denominations being part of his Big Society initiative; 
[129972] 
(2) what representations he has received on the use of the public benefit test on Christian 
organisations by the Charities Commission; and if he will make a statement; [129973] 
(3) if he will give guidance to the Charities Commission that there should be a 
presumption that existing Christian charities should not have their charitable status 
removed; [129974] 
(4) what his definition is of the public benefit obligation of Christian organisations as it 
applies in the Charities Act 2006. [129975] 
Dr McCrea: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office if he will review the operation of 
legislation on public benefit to ensure that previously accepted religious charities are not 
threatened with removal of their charitable status. [129858] 

Mr Hurd: The Government recognises that religious charities of all faiths have an 
important role to play in building a bigger, stronger society. 
The Charities Act 2006 made it clear that no particular purpose is to be presumed 
to be for the public benefit. The Act removed any presumption of public benefit for 
charities that advance religion as well as charities for the advancement of 
education or the relief of poverty. It also required the Charity Commission to issue  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0002.htm#12112633000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0002.htm#12112633000040
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guidance on the operation of the public benefit requirement which it did in 2008, 
including publishing guidance on public benefit and religion. 
I have received a number of representations on the Charity Commission's 
decision not to register a particular religious organisation as a charity, which has 
been appealed to the First Tier Tribunal (Charity). The Charity Commission is 
statutorily independent of Government, and is not subject to ministerial direction 
or control. It is answerable to the Tribunals and courts for its legal decisions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0
004.htm#1211275000005  
 

Charities: Religious Charities 
Baroness Berridge: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many churches were 
registered as charities with the Charity Commission in April 2012.[HL3568] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government how many religious places of worship other than 
churches were registered with the Charity Commission in April 2012.[HL3569] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: The information requested falls within the responsibility 
of the Charity Commission. I have asked the Commission's chief executive to 
reply. 
Letter from Sam Younger BCE, Chief Executive, Charity Commission, to Baroness 
Berridge, dated 21 November 2012. … 
Our records indicate that 39 churches and five places of worship other than 
churches were registered in April 2012.  
These figures are estimates based on a manual search of entries on the register 
of charities. It is not always possible to identify from the details a charity has given 
for its register entry whether or not it operates a church or other place of worship. 
In addition, new charities may not currently operate a church or place of worship 
but may plan to do so in the future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121126w0001.htm#121
12613000402  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of whether there has been (a) Libyan, (b) Egyptian and (c) 
Iranian involvement in providing advanced weaponry to Hamas and other terrorist 
organisations in Gaza. [129745] 

Alistair Burt: We are not aware that the Libyan or Egyptian Governments have 
provided advanced weaponry or other arms to Hamas and other terrorist 
organisations in Gaza.  We are aware of reports of arms smuggling in and 
through the Sinai Peninsula and are monitoring the situation. We welcome 
Egypt's efforts to secure an agreement to end hostilities on 21 November. 
The UK is aware that Iran does provide support, including weaponry, to militant 
groups such as Hamas. Such support is unacceptable and in direct 
contravention to the UN embargo on the export of weapons by Iran (UNSCR 
1747). Iran's support to these groups directly undermines prospects for peace in 
the region and further undermines the Iranian Government's claim to the 
international community, and its own people, that it supports stability in the 
middle east. 
 
  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0004.htm#1211275000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0004.htm#1211275000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121126w0001.htm#12112613000402
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121126w0001.htm#12112613000402
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Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs if he will take steps to promote the enforcement of UN Security Council 
resolutions that state that Gaza is an integral part of the territory occupied in 1967 and 
that the Fourth Geneva Convention applies to the Gaza Strip. [129766] 

Alistair Burt: A lasting solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict must be a 
solution that includes Gaza. We have raised our concerns with Israel that any 
actions taken in respect of the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including Gaza, 
must be in accordance with its obligations under international law. Given the 
degree of control Israel retains over Gaza's borders, airspace and territorial 
waters, it retains obligations as an occupying power under International 
Humanitarian Law, including the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent assessment he has made of the effect of the continued blockade of 
Gaza on the Middle East peace process. [129767] 

Alistair Burt: A lasting solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict must be a 
solution that includes Gaza. 
We have been clear that there is a need for Israel to further ease its restrictions 
on Gaza. These restrictions have been estimated as costing the Palestinian 
economy up to 85% of its Gross Domestic Product every year. 
While we will never underestimate the security needs of Israel, with 
unemployment in Gaza at 26%, private sector business there at risk of collapse, 
and Hamas profiting from smuggled goods through the tunnels, there is an 
urgent need to reopen Gaza's access to its traditional markets in the West Bank 
and Israel. An improved economy is not only essential for the people of Gaza, 
but firmly in Israel's security interests. 
We are clear that more needs to be done, including on easing restrictions on 
exports, construction material imports and the movement of people. The UK will 
continue to work alongside our EU partners with Israel to achieve the real 
changes on the ground that we are looking for. 
The UK's goal is a negotiated two-state solution, resulting in a sovereign and 
viable Palestinian state living alongside a secure and universally recognised 
Israel. We will continue to be one of the principal supporters of Palestinian state 
building efforts, assisting them to tackle poverty, build institutions and boost their 
economy. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment his Department has made of the effect of the blockade of 
Gaza on creating a tunnel economy between Gaza and Egypt and facilitating the import 
of illegal weapons. [129768] 

Alistair Burt: We have been clear that the Israeli restrictions on movement of 
goods and people do tremendous damage to the economy and living standards 
of ordinary people in Gaza and only serve to strengthen, not weaken, Hamas. 
Hamas is clearly profiting from smuggled goods through the tunnels, including 
the import of weapons. 
An improved economy is not only essential for the people of Gaza, but firmly in 
Israel's security interests. 
In close co-ordination with our European Union partners and the Office of the 
Quartet Representation, we have continued to press the Israeli Government at 
ministerial and official level to ease access restrictions.  
We welcome some recent small steps in this direction, including the first exports 
of textile goods from Gaza to the UK in May this year. 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of reports that the Hamas leader Ahmed Jabari 
had been giving consideration to a full ceasefire proposal at the time of his 
assassination. [129769] 

Alistair Burt:  We are  aware of  media reports that  Hamas military commander  
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Ahmed Jabari was giving consideration to a full ceasefire proposal before his 
death. 
The British Government does not have any direct contact with Hamas, so we are 
unable to verify these reports. 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs if he will offer support to Palestinians calling for peace and self-determination. 
[129770] 

Alistair Burt: We are clear that there is an urgent need to resolve the Israel-
Palestinian conflict, to give the Palestinian people the state that they need and 
deserve, and the Israeli people the security and peace that have eluded them for 
so long. 
The way to achieve this is a negotiated two state solution resulting in a secure 
and universally recognised Israel living alongside a sovereign and viable 
Palestinian state, based on the borders of 1967, with Jerusalem the future 
capital of both states, and a fair, just and agreed settlement for refugees. 
The priority now is for the United States, supported by the international 
community, to show strong leadership and make a huge effort to push the 
middle east peace process forward in the coming months and we have made 
this clear to the Obama Administration. This offers the best opportunity of 
progress towards our ultimate goal of a two-state solution, which the UK strongly 
supports. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the number of rockets that have been fired from 
Gaza into Israel since 30 October 2012; what recent discussions he has had with the 
government of Israel on such attacks; and if he will make a statement. [R] [129831] 

Alistair Burt: We have received reports that 287 rockets were fired from Gaza 
into Israel between 30 October and 14 November. According to Israeli Defence 
Forces figures, 1,443 rockets were fired during the period 14-21 November. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), spoke to his Israeli 
counterpart about the recent escalation of violence in and around Gaza on 17 
and 21 November. I also spoke to Mr Lieberman during my visit to Israel on 21 
November. 

Mr Anderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on preventing civilian 
casualties in Gaza. [130015] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government is gravely concerned by the recent 
violence in Gaza and southern Israel and deeply regrets the loss of civilian life. 
We consistently called on those involved to avoid any action which risked civilian 
casualties and to abide by international humanitarian law. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), raised this issue during 
discussions with his Israeli counterpart Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman on 
17 and 21 November. I also spoke to Foreign Minister Lieberman during my visit 
to Israel on 21 November and again on 22 November. 

Mr Anderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will call on the government of Israel to stop the demolition of houses in East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. [130073] 

Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly made clear to the Israelis our serious concern 
at the 40% increase last year, as recorded by the UN, in demolitions of 
Palestinian properties in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. Our ambassador 
to Tel Aviv raised this issue with the Israeli Co-ordinator of Government 
Activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 9 October. We view such 
demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians; as harmful to the peace process;  and,  in  all  but  the  most limited  
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circumstances, as contrary to international humanitarian law. 
In addition we continue to support Palestinians facing demolition or eviction in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories through support to the Norwegian Refugee 
Council legal aid programme which helps individuals to challenge these 
decisions in the Israeli Legal System. 

Mr Anderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will call on the government of Israel to stop settlement building. [130075] 

Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly condemned Israel's announcements to 
accelerate settlement building in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including 
East Jerusalem and called on Israel to reverse these. As well as being illegal 
under international law, settlements undermine the possibility of a two state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and those working for a sustainable 
peace. 
We look to the Government of Israel to take all necessary steps to prevent 
settlement construction and raise this issue on a regular basis with the Israeli 
authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w
0004.htm#1211275000020  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel about the destruction of olive trees by settlers 
flooding Palestinian farms with sewage. [HL3434] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Our 
ambassador to Israel raised the issue of settler violence during the olive harvest 
with the Israeli negotiator on the Middle East Peace Process, Isaac Molho, on 
13 November. We note the particular sensitivities around olive trees given their 
status as a national symbol and the sole source of income for many Palestinian 
farmers. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121126w0001.htm#12
112613000421  
 

Middle East 
Mrs Moon: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence whether any part of the exercise 
Austere Challenge 2012 took place in the Occupied Palestinian Territories; and 
whether permission was received for the exercise to take place. [129927] 

Mr Robathan: Austere Challenge 2012 was a joint US-Israeli anti-ballistic 
missile exercise. The UK was not involved in the exercise and, as such, the 
Ministry of Defence has no knowledge of whether areas of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories were involved or whether permission was applied for or 
received. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w
0001.htm#12112633000021  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-04968 Claudia Beamish: Supporting a Way Forward Following Israel-Hamas 
Ceasefire—That the Parliament welcomes the news that Egyptian-led negotiations have 
led to a ceasefire between Israel and the Hamas administration in Gaza; condemns both 
the firing of rockets into Israel from the Gaza Strip and the response of Israel, which it 
considers to be disproportionate; expresses its hope that, to prevent further loss of life on 
both sides, the ceasefire will hold;  supports negotiations over a  viable two-state solution  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0004.htm#1211275000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0004.htm#1211275000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121126w0001.htm#12112613000421
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121126w0001.htm#12112613000421
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0001.htm#12112633000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/text/121126w0001.htm#12112633000021
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based on the 1967 borders, and believes that there is an extreme humanitarian crisis 
in Gaza and that further work is needed to highlight the plight of the Palestinian people 
living under the Israeli blockade of Gaza. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04968&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
 

United Nations 

Gaza ceasefire offers chance to address ‘root causes’ of Israel-Palestine conflict 
The head of the United Nations agency tasked with helping Palestinian refugees said 
today that the ceasefire halting the recent violence between Israel and Palestinians in 
Gaza offered a chance to “address the real problems underlying the crisis.” … 
Mr. Grandi also noted that an Israeli blockade on Gaza, imposed since 2007, was illegal, 
and the “greatest danger is to return to the status quo ante, and restore the prison-like 
conditions of Gaza.” He said it would be “only a matter of time (until) violence resumes” if 
there was such a return. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43601&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.ULTeTqVXs
Tw  
 
UN human rights experts deplore high toll on civilians of Gaza-Israel violence 
While welcoming the recent ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, a group of independent 
United Nations human rights experts today deplored the high price paid by civilians in 
both Gaza and Israel during the recent escalation of violence. 
“We utterly condemn all attacks against civilians, and now that calm has been restored, 
our immediate thoughts go to the Palestinian and Israeli victims, especially women and 
children,” said Michel Forst, who currently chairs the Coordination Committee set up by 
the experts charged by the UN Human Rights Council to address specific country 
situations and thematic issues in all parts of the world. … 
“Furthermore, we deeply regret the destruction or damaging of houses, religious sites, 
schools and infrastructure,” he said. “This results in additional suffering for Palestinians in 
Gaza.” He also condemned the launching of indiscriminate rockets on Israeli 
neighbourhoods which resulted in deaths and injuries. “The attack carried out in a bus in 
Tel Aviv amounts to a gross disregard for human life. Plainly stated, there is no possible 
justification whatsoever for this attack,” he emphasized. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43584&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.ULJd16VXsTw  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

Hate crime is a reality in the EU, two new FRA reports show 
Hate crime is a daily reality throughout the European Union, two new reports by the 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights confirm. Violence and offences 
motivated by racism, xenophobia, religious intolerance, or by a person’s disability, sexual 
orientation or gender identity are all examples of hate crime, which harm not only those 
targeted but also strike at the heart of EU commitments to democracy and the 
fundamental rights of equality and non-discrimination.  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04968&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04968&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43601&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.ULTeTqVXsTw
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43601&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.ULTeTqVXsTw
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12827&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43584&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.ULJd16VXsTw
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FRA Director Morten Kjaerum [said] “… Hate crimes thus harm not only the victim, but 
also other people belonging to the same group – many of whom are terrified that they will 
become the next target – and society as a whole. … 
Making hate crime visible in the European Union: acknowledging victims’ rights outlines 
a fundamental rights approach to hate crime and offers a comparative analysis of official 
data collection mechanisms on hate crime in the EU Member States. It highlights 
challenges inherent in recording hate crime and considers how the scope of official data 
collection can be broadened to enable Member States to meet obligations toward victims 
of hate crime. 
… EU-MIDIS Data in Focus 6: Minorities as Victims of Crime, presents data on 
respondents’ experiences of victimisation across five types of crime, from theft to serious 
harassment. One section of the report looks specifically at minorities as victims of racist 
crime. The report shows that every fourth person (24 %) of the 23,500 respondents to the 
EU-MIDIS survey – the first EU-wide survey to specifically sample ethnic minority and 
immigrant groups on their perception of racially or ethnically motivated crime – said they 
had been a victim of crime at least once in the 12 months preceding the survey. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2012/hate-crime-reality-eu-two-new-fra-reports-
show 
 
Making hate crime visible in the European Union: acknowledging victims’ rights 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2012_hate-crime.pdf 
 
EU-MIDIS Data in Focus 6: Minorities as Victims of Crime 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2012-eu-midis-dif6_0.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2012/hate-crime-reality-eu-two-new-fra-reports-show
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2012/hate-crime-reality-eu-two-new-fra-reports-show
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2012_hate-crime.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2012-eu-midis-dif6_0.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
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** Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 

Report Stage and Third Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121126/debtext/121126-
0002.htm#12112627000001  
 

Consideration of Bill, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0085/amend/pbc0852611m.523-529.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
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