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Holocaust 

European Court of Human Rights 

Case of PETA Deutschland v Germany 
… In March 2004 the applicant association planned to start an advertising campaign 
under the head “The Holocaust on your plate”. The intended campaign, which had been 
carried out in a similar way in the United States of America, consisted of a number of 
posters, each of which bore a photograph of concentration camp inmates along with a 
picture of animals kept in mass stocks, accompanied by a short text. One of the posters 
showed a photograph of emaciated, naked concentration camp inmates alongside a 
photograph of starving cattle under the heading “walking skeletons”. Other posters 
showed a photograph of piled up human dead bodies alongside a photograph of a pile of 
slaughtered pigs under the heading “final humiliation” and of rows of inmates lying on 
stock beds alongside rows of chicken in laying batteries under the heading “if animals are 
concerned, everybody becomes a Nazi”. Another poster depicting a starving, naked male 
inmate alongside a starving cattle bore the title “The Holocaust on your plate” and the 
text “Between 1938 and 1945, 12 million human beings were killed in the Holocaust. As 
many animals are killed every hour in Europe for the purpose of human consumption”. … 
… three individual persons … filed a request with the Berlin Regional Court to be granted 
an injunction ordering the applicant association to desist from publishing or from allowing 
the publication of seven specified posters via the internet, in a public exhibition or in any 
other form. … All of them had survived the Holocaust when they were children; C.K. lost 
her family through the Holocaust. They submitted that the intended campaign was 
offensive and violated their human dignity as well as the personality rights of C. K.’s dead 
family members. … 
There was no indication that the applicant association’s primary aim was to debase the 
victims of the Holocaust, as the posters obviously intended to criticise the conditions 
under which animals were kept and to encourage the spectator to reflect upon these 
conditions. … 
The Court unanimously 
1.  Declares the complaint under Article 10 of the Convention admissible and the 
remainder of the application inadmissible; 
 2.  Holds that there has been no violation of Article 10 of the Convention. … 
http://www.bailii.org/eu/cases/ECHR/2012/1888.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.bailii.org/eu/cases/ECHR/2012/1888.html


 2

 

 

Israel 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister's conversation with Benjamin Netanyahu 
The Prime Minister spoke to the Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, today to 
discuss the situation in Southern Israel and Gaza. 
 “The Prime Minister expressed his sympathy for the unacceptable rocket attacks that 
Israel continued to suffer. He also expressed concern over the risk of the conflict 
escalating further and the danger of further civilian casualties on both sides. 
“The Prime Minister said that the UK was putting pressure on both sides to de-escalate 
and urged Prime Minister Netanyahu to do everything possible to bring the conflict to an 
end.” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/statement-on-prime-ministers-conversation-with-
benjamin-netanyahu/  
 
Prime Minister's phone call with President of Egypt Mohamed 
The Prime Minister spoke to the President of Egypt, Mohamed Mursi, this afternoon to 
discuss the situation in Gaza and Southern Israel. 
“President Mursi shared the Prime Minister’s grave concerns about the civilian casualties 
in Gaza and Israel and about the danger of a downward spiral of violence that would lead 
to further instability in the region. They agreed that the priority must be to de-escalate the 
crisis and that Britain and Egypt should continue to urge both sides to take steps to 
reduce tensions. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/president-of-egypt-mohamed-mursi/  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary comments on situation in Gaza and southern Israel 
Foreign Secretary William Hague was interviewed by Dermot Murnaghan on Sky News … 
… Foreign Secretary William Hague: … We call on Hamas again to stop the rocket 
attacks on Israel. It is Hamas that bears, as, as I’ve said before, the principle 
responsibility for starting all of this and we would like to see an agreed cease fire, an 
essential component of which is an end to those rocket attacks.�In the absence of that 
cease fire we of course are calling on all involved to de-escalate, to avoid civilian 
casualties and to abide by international humanitarian law.��… 
… the Prime Minister and I have both stressed to our Israeli counterparts that a ground 
invasion of Gaza would lose Israel a lot of the international support and sympathy that 
they have in this situation, that of course it’s much more difficult to restrict and avoid 
civilian casualties during a ground invasion, and that a large ground operation would 
threaten to prolong the conflict.��… 
… Israel also has to understand the disadvantages of larger civilian casualties, of a more 
prolonged operation, of the impact on wider tensions in the region … 
… what we really need is Palestinian factions to reconcile with each other, Hamas to turn 
away from terrorism, Israel to seize the opportunity of starting negotiations again and the 
United States and the rest of the international community to really make a huge effort in 
the coming months to push the peace process forward.��… 
… clearly a lot of weapons get into Gaza, hundreds of rockets have been fired at Israel 
just in the last few days, so a large quantity of weapons get in there. Iran of course is a 
country which we all suspect is a prime mover behind that and supplier of such weaponry 
and, and attempts to supply other weaponry. … 
… it would be a mistake for the Palestinians to try at this moment, to try in the next few 
weeks  to  win  observer  status  at  the  United  Nations,  that is what is now being talked  
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about, because it would be so divisive among all the people whose help they need to get 
the peace process going. … We want to see a Palestinian state, we want to see one 
based on 1967 borders with Jerusalem as the shared capital of both countries with a just 
settlement for Palestinian refugees. But going to the United Nations at the moment is not 
the way to bring that about.��… 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=836298082  

 

 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

International Development (Occupied Palestinian Territories) 
Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (SNP): 6. To ask the Scottish Government what its 
international development strategy is in relation to the occupied Palestinian territories. 
(S4O-01484) 

The Minister for External Affairs and International Development (Humza 
Yousaf): The Scottish Government condemns the recent escalation of violence 
between Israel and Palestine. On behalf of the Scottish Government, I offer our 
condolences to the innocent civilians affected by recent events. 
The Scottish Government’s international development fund supports a robust 
programme of development work and is making a real difference to some of the 
world’s most vulnerable people. As the member knows, as well as providing 
funding to support long-term development projects in sub-Saharan Africa and 
south Asia, we support humanitarian interventions around the world, which 
included a response to the crisis affecting Palestinians in Gaza in 2009 as a result 
of operation cast lead. 

Sandra White: I congratulate the Fire Brigades Union Scotland on the Palestinian 
training project for which the Government has provided money. 
The minister will be aware of recent developments by the Israeli Government to construct 
1,285 houses in east Jerusalem and the West Bank in a move that has been condemned 
by Foreign Office minister Alistair Burt as illegal under international law. He will also be 
aware of the killing of Palestinians in Gaza yesterday in Israeli air strikes reminiscent of 
operation cast lead, which saw more than 1,000 Gazans killed. Does the minister agree 
that those actions are against humanity and against international law? What role can the 
Scottish Government play in alleviating the suffering of the Palestinian people? 

Humza Yousaf: The member raises two very important points. First, I and the 
Scottish Government absolutely agree with the United Kingdom Government and 
others in the international community that the expansion of those Israeli 
settlements is, as the member states, illegal under international law. The Scottish 
Government strongly condemns such actions and believes them to be contrary to 
the goal of achieving peace in the region. We call on Israel to immediately halt any 
expansion of such settlements as a matter of priority.  Secondly, on the escalation 
of the violence, the killing of innocent civilians—be they Israeli or Palestinian—is 
to be utterly condemned. We urge all sides to exercise restraint. The Scottish 
Government has previously stated—and I reiterate—that it is wrong to punish the 
people of Gaza collectively for the actions of their Government. The situation in 
Gaza continues to be a humanitarian crisis, and we join the voices of the 
international community in calling for the illegal blockade to be lifted.   
The Scottish Government supports the view that long-term peace in the middle 
east between Israel and Palestine is best served by a two-state solution. We urge 
all parties to engage constructively, proportionately and—most important—within 
the obligations imposed on them by international law to find a peaceful way 
forward. [Applause.] 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7539&mode=html
#iob_68778  
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Scottish Government 

Scottish Government calls for immediate Middle East ceasefire    
Commenting on the ongoing violence in Gaza and Israel, Humza Yousaf, the Scottish 
Government’s Minister for External Affairs and International Development, said: 
“The priority is for an immediate and effective ceasefire and a de-escalation of hostilities 
in the region, and the Scottish Government supports all ongoing international diplomatic 
efforts to achieve a ceasefire. 
“The dangers of a further escalation in this conflict are obvious and must be avoided. The 
killing of innocent civilians, be they Palestinian or Israeli, is to be utterly condemned and 
we urge both sides to exercise restraint.  The rocket attacks on Israel are wrong and 
should stop, as should the Israeli bombardment on Gaza which has been heavily 
disproportionate in terms of the civilian loss of life, and have been rightly condemned as 
such by many in the international community. 
“The voice of the UK Government in making these points and in helping to achieve a 
lasting ceasefire must be heard loud and clear, and I aim to speak to counterparts at the 
Foreign Office to stress the importance of their role in achieving these aims. 
“If a ceasefire is not achieved quickly, the humanitarian crisis in Gaza threatens to 
worsen. We continue to join with voices in the international community in calling for the 
illegal blockade of Gaza to be lifted.” 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/11/middleeast18112012  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by High Representative Catherine Ashton on further escalation of 
violence in Israel and Gaza 
I am deeply concerned at the escalating violence in Israel and the Gaza Strip and 
deplore the loss of civilian lives on both sides. The rocket attacks by Hamas and other 
factions in Gaza which began this current crisis are totally unacceptable for any 
government and must stop. Israel has the right to protect its population from these kinds 
of attacks. I urge Israel to ensure that its response is proportionate. 
I spoke with leaders in the region including PM Netanyahu and with the Egyptian 
President's office and U� Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. I stressed the need to 
prevent a further escalation and more loss of life. In my discussions I made the point that 
we must move forward in finding a solution to the Middle East conflict so that millions of 
people in the region can finally live in peace and security. I hope Egyptian PM Kandil in 
his visit to Gaza today will be able calm the situation. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/133530.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General ‘extremely concerned’ over violence in Gaza and Israel, plans 
visit to region 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is “extremely concerned” about the 
continued violence in Gaza and Israel and deeply worried by the rising cost in terms of 
civilian lives, his spokesperson said today. “He urgently appeals to all concerned to do 
everything under their command to stop this dangerous escalation and restore calm,” the 
spokesperson told a news briefing at UN Headquarters in New York. 
“Rocket attacks are unacceptable and must stop at once. Israel must exercise maximum 
restraint … All sides must respect their obligations under international humanitarian law 
in this regard,” he said. “A new cycle of bloodshed will make neither Israelis nor 
Palestinians more secure.  Nor  will  bloodshed  open  the  door to negotiations that could  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/11/middleeast18112012
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/133530.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6433
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achieve the two-state solution necessary to end such violence permanently.” …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43521&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.UKkqwKVXsTw  
 
UN human rights chief urges all parties in Gaza and Israel to pull back from 
confrontation 
The United Nations human rights chief today urged all parties in Gaza and Israel to pull 
back from an “increasingly dangerous confrontation” and respect their obligations under 
humanitarian law to protect citizens, according to her spokesperson. 
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, “is … appalled that once 
again civilians are losing their lives, including three Israeli citizens killed in their 
apartment by one of the hundreds of rockets fired over the past week as well as several 
Palestinian children, including a baby, and also a pregnant woman and some other 
civilians killed in Gaza,” … 
“The High Commissioner has repeatedly and unequivocally condemned the 
indiscriminate firing of rockets from the Gaza Strip into southern Israel, and is deeply 
concerned both by the recent major upsurge in the number of rocket attacks, and that 
they are now being aimed at a major city, such as Tel Aviv,” … 
“She is also extremely concerned by the sharp increase in aerial attacks by Israeli forces 
on the heavily populated Gaza Strip in the past two days and urges both sides to pull 
back from an increasingly dangerous confrontation,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43512&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UKkqwKVX
sTw  
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Other Relevant Information 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Hate Crimes in the OSCE Region: Incidents and Responses: Annual Report for 2011 
http://tandis.odihr.pl/hcr2011/pdf/Hate_Crime_Report_full_version.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43521&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.UKkqwKVXsTw
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43512&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UKkqwKVXsTw
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43512&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UKkqwKVXsTw
http://tandis.odihr.pl/hcr2011/pdf/Hate_Crime_Report_full_version.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 

 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
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