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Home Affairs 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Help for people who feel they have been unfairly discriminated against 
The Equality Advisory and Support Service is designed to offer bespoke advice and 
targeted support on issues of discrimination to those who need it most. Individuals from 
across the UK can already access help and information from a range of expert advisory 
services including Citizens Advice and Acas, but where appropriate these organisations 
will refer more complex cases to the EASS for further tailored assistance.  
“Discrimination has no place in modern society, but sadly we know it still exists,” Women 
and Equalities Minister Helen Grant. “It’s vital that people experiencing unfair treatment 
can access the right help and support to resolve issues quickly.” 
Where possible the new service seeks to resolve issues informally, but can also offer 
referrals to mediation or conciliation services, or help to start a legal claim if necessary. 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/news_stories/9524.aspx  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary statement on Gaza and southern Israel 
Speaking today, the Foreign Secretary said: "I am gravely concerned by the situation in 
Gaza and southern Israel and deeply regret the loss of civilian life on both sides. I call on 
all those involved to avoid any action which risks civilian casualties or escalates the 
crisis. 
"Hamas bears principal responsibility for the current crisis. I utterly condemn rocket 
attacks from Gaza into southern Israel by Hamas and other armed groups. This creates 
an intolerable situation for Israeli civilians in southern Israel, who have the right to live 
without fear of attack from Gaza. The rocket attacks also risk worsening the plight of 
Palestinian civilians in Gaza, which is already precarious. 
"Hamas and other armed groups in Gaza should cease attacks against Israel 
immediately. I call on those in the region with influence over Hamas to use that influence 
to bring about an end to the attacks. 
"I also strongly urge Israel to do their utmost to reduce  tension,  avoid  civilian  casualties  
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and increase the prospects for both sides to live in peace. It is imperative to avoid the risk 
of a spiral of violence. The escalation of the conflict would be in no one's interest, 
particularly at a time of instability in the region. 
"These events underline once again the fragility of the situation and the urgent need for 
progress toward a two state solution which allows Israelis and Palestinians to live 
alongside each other in peace and security. Britain will do all it can to support such 
progress and an urgent resumptions of negotiations." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=835485682  

 
 

Council of Europe 

PACE deeply concerned about the fresh outbreak of violence in the Gaza Strip 
… “The international community cannot stand by and watch as what may become a new 
full-scale tragedy unfolds. It is not the Parliamentary Assembly’s role to say who is right 
and who is wrong, as many are so hasty to do, but to encourage dialogue and a solution 
which is not based on violence and war”, they said, calling for the restraint needed to 
avoid a dangerous escalation, in which the civilians of the area would pay the highest 
price. 
PACE regularly brings together members of the Israeli Knesset, which holds observer 
status with the Assembly, and members of the Palestinian National Council, which has 
Partner for Democracy status, to foster dialogue between the two sides and seek a 
peaceful solution to the conflict. 
To read the full press release see 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2003481&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&B
ackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 

 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=835485682
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2003481&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2003481&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html


 3

 

Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
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