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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Sport: Racism 
Lord Dholakia: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions that have had with 
the Football Association about tackling racism and homophobia in football following the 
Prime Minister's anti-discrimination summit last spring.[HL2711] 

Viscount Younger of Leckie: Several discussions have taken place with the 
Football Association following the Prime Minister's antidiscrimination summit. At 
the summit, the football authorities committed to continue their work on tacking 
discrimination in the game, including racism and homophobia. Their report, which 
will provide further details of this, will be submitted in the near future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121031w0001.htm#1210
3157000320  
 

Charity Commission 
Mrs Main: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office if he will make an assessment of 
whether the Charity Commission treats all religions and religious sects on an equal basis. 
[125869] 

Mr Hurd: The registration of charities is a matter for the Charity Commission. As 
with all public bodies, the commission has a legal duty to apply relevant equalities 
legislation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121031/text/121031w0
001.htm#12103171000019  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
4. Mr Andrew Turner (Isle of Wight) (Con): What estimate she has made of the number 
of people in (a) Israel, (b) Gaza and (c) the remainder of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories who are in employment; and what assessment she has made of the factors 
preventing equalisation of employment levels in the region. [125604] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121031w0001.htm#12103157000320
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121031w0001.htm#12103157000320
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121031/text/121031w0001.htm#12103171000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121031/text/121031w0001.htm#12103171000019
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The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): In the second quarter of this year, unemployment was 7% in Israel, 
28% in Gaza and 17% in the west bank. We support the International Monetary 
Fund’s recent assessment that Israeli controls on external trade and access to 
Area C of the west bank are a serious constraint on Palestinian employment 
levels. 

Mr Turner: Does my right hon. Friend agree that more needs to be done to persuade 
Israel to remove the barriers that prevent Palestinians from crossing the border in order 
to find work, and, indeed, to seize more opportunities to create work in Gaza and the rest 
of Palestine? 

Mr Duncan: Yes, we want people and goods to be able to cross borders freely 
with the minimum constraints necessary to ensure Israel’s security, and we want 
the Palestinian Authority to be able to exploit its own resources, such as the gas 
fields off the coast of Gaza, so that the PA can pay its own way and eventually 
require less support from the international community. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): The crazy economic and employment 
situation in Gaza is exemplified by the position of its fishing industry. Fishermen are 
prevented by an Israeli blockade from fishing more than 3 km offshore while, at the same 
time, fish can be imported through illegal tunnels, yet the indigenous people of Gaza 
cannot, by and large, afford to buy those fish. Would it not be better to lift the blockade, 
open the crossings and close the tunnels? 

Mr Duncan: We are deeply concerned that the situation in Gaza remains dire, 
with 38% of Gazans living in poverty and 66% depending on food aid. Their ability 
to fish and exploit their own resources properly within international law is 
something that we would of course encourage. 

Mr Crispin Blunt (Reigate) (Con): My right hon. Friend and the previous Secretary of 
State achieved an enviable record of support for the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency and Britain’s reputation in addressing some of the economic issues. Will my right 
hon. Friend assure me that that support is going to continue? 

Mr Duncan: Yes, I can give my hon. Friend the assurances he seeks. We work 
very closely with UNWRA, and I regularly meet Filippo Grande who runs it. I have 
visited the area with him on many occasions, and look forward to doing so again, 
while also expressing our support in terms of hard cash for the future. 

Naomi Long (Belfast East) (Alliance): The Minister will be aware that water security 
has huge implications for economic and social development in the region. What specific 
actions are the UK Government taking to ensure that water is no longer used as a 
weapon against some of the most vulnerable people in the region? 

Mr Duncan: We are well aware of the access restrictions to safe drinking water in 
the west bank and Gaza. The UK Government regularly discuss these issues with 
Israel, and we continue to call for the full implementation of the relaxation of 
access restrictions for Gaza that Israel announced in June 2010. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121031/debtext/12103
1-0001.htm#12103160000023  
 

West Bank 
8. Mr John Denham (Southampton, Itchen) (Lab): If she will estimate the cost to 
European aid programmes of the Israeli occupation of the west bank. [125608] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): We estimate that between 2006 and 2010 the total value of European 
aid programmes on the west bank averaged $1 billion per year. Our funding aims 
to support the creation of an independent, viable Palestinian state with a 
flourishing economy. Our assessment is that, over time, such a state would 
become self-sufficient, and would no longer require aid. 

Mr Denham: Many of us consider high levels of aid for the west bank to be an essential 
investment in the peace process, but now that Israeli settlements are making a  two-state  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121031/debtext/121031-0001.htm#12103160000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121031/debtext/121031-0001.htm#12103160000023
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solution impossible, how will the Government ensure that the Israeli Government rather 
than European taxpayers pay the costs of the illegal occupation? 

Mr Duncan: I understand the concept that the right hon. Gentleman has 
presented, namely that our aid somehow subsidises the occupation. The solution 
to the problem that he has raised is an enduring peace process that will enable a 
secure Israel to live alongside a viable Palestinian state, so that aid, 
compensation or any other such financial support can be rendered less 
necessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121031/debtext/12103
1-0001.htm#12103160000026  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary meets with Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak 
Foreign Secretary William Hague and Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak discussed the 
Middle East Peace Process, Iran, and peace and stability in the Middle East. 
Speaking after the meeting the Foreign Secretary said: “I had a useful and constructive 
meeting with Defence Minister Barak today. On the Middle East Peace Process our 
government sees an urgent need to return to negotiations and to make progress towards 
a two state solution, and we will work intensively with the US and our EU partners in the 
coming months to support that goal.  The only way to ensure Israel’s long term security in 
the region is through agreeing a comprehensive peace agreement with the 
Palestinians.  In that context, I expressed our serious concern about continued settlement 
building that threatens the viability of a two state solution. 
“I underlined the UK’s continued commitment to preventing Iranian nuclear proliferation, 
and we discussed the latest round of sanctions announced by the EU on 15 
October.  Iran’s leaders face the choice of meeting their international obligations and 
settling their dispute with the international community, or facing further pressure as 
sanctions continue to bite.  I emphasised the UK’s commitment to a peaceful, negotiated 
solution and to increasing the pressure on Iran to engage.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=829807682  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121031/debtext/121031-0001.htm#12103160000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121031/debtext/121031-0001.htm#12103160000026
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=829807682
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Welsh Government: EU Regulation 1099/2009 – Protection of Animals at Time of 
Killing (closing date 5 November 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/?la
ng=en  
 
The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
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