
 1

24 October 2012

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
SCoJeC 

Contents 
Israel Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 
 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the firing of mortars and Qassam rockets into southern Israel 
from Gaza on 8 October 2012; and if he will make a statement. [R] [124192] 

Alistair Burt: Over 50 rockets and mortars were fired from Gaza between 7-9 
October, following Israeli airstrikes that killed two suspected Palestinian militants 
and wounded 11 civilians. Hamas' Al-Qassam Brigade claimed responsibility for 
rocket fire for the third time this year. 
We have condemned indiscriminate rocket fire from Gaza into southern Israel and 
continue to urge all sides to exercise restraint and prevent civilian casualties and 
loss of life. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the outcome of attempts to destroy tunnels used to smuggle 
weapons into Gaza since March 2012; and if he will make a statement. [R] [124193] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware that there have been attempts to destroy and close 
the tunnels in Gaza. 
We welcome President Mursi's commitment to addressing security in the Sinai by 
asserting greater control over the peninsula. It will be important that Egypt and 
Israel work together to find solutions to the threats that affect them both. 
The UK recognises that Israel has legitimate security concerns that must continue 
to be safeguarded. However, we believe that the current Israeli restrictions on 
Gaza do tremendous damage to the economy and living standards of ordinary 
people in Gaza and do not serve Israel's long-term security interests. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121023/text/121023w0
002.htm#12102370000014  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121023/text/121023w0002.htm#12102370000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121023/text/121023w0002.htm#12102370000014
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 

Public Bill Committee Debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/smallcharitabledonations/12
1023/am/121023s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/smallcharitabledonations/12
1023/pm/121023s01.htm  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0028/amend/pbc0282310m.29-35.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
DEFRA: Welfare of animals at the time of killing (closing date 24 October 2012) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/09/13/animal-welfare-killing/  
 
** closes in 2 days 
Scottish Government: The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the 
protection of animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill (closing date 30 October 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2012/september/small-charitable-donations-bill/ 
 
 

Welsh Government: EU Regulation 1099/2009 – Protection of Animals at Time of 
Killing (closing date 5 November 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/
?lang=en  
 
 

Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary  
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