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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hate Crime 
Simon Danczuk: I understand that the Metropolitan police have a specific category of 
recorded hate crimes against Muslims. Does the Minister agree that, as part of our fight 
against Islamophobia, it should be rolled out in areas throughout the country, including 
Greater Manchester? 

Mr Browne: As I said earlier, the Home Office has compiled statistics on recorded 
hate crimes in England and Wales for the first time. Only 4% of hate crimes were 
based on religion—the vast majority were race-based—but we take all hate 
crimes very seriously, and where we can further improve not only the compilation 
of data but the practical consequences and the way in which that information is 
used to tackle such crimes, we shall do so. I shall give serious consideration to 
the hon. Gentleman’s comments. 

Kate Green (Stretford and Urmston) (Lab): The Minister will be aware that later this 
week the Government will propose an amendment to the Equality Act 2010 which would 
remove the good-relations duty from the Equality and Human Rights Commission. Does 
the Minister share my fear that that will weaken attempts to attack hate crime and to 
promote harmony between different sections of the community? 

Mr Browne: No, I would not draw that conclusion, but I assure the hon. Lady and 
every other Member that we are very serious about tackling hate crime. It takes 
many different forms, and we want to ensure that robust procedures are in place 
to ensure that the police take effective action. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121015/debtext/12101
5-0001.htm#1210154000017  

 
 

Scottish Government 

Historic Edinburgh Agreement on referendum signed    
An historic accord that paves the way for a referendum on an independent Scotland was 
signed in Edinburgh today, after First Minister Alex Salmond reached an agreement with 
the Prime Minister David Cameron that will confirm the Scottish Parliament’s power to 
hold a vote that will be respected fully by both governments. … 
The agreement will see a Section 30 order laid in the Scottish Parliament and at 
Westminster   to  confirm   Holyrood  has  the   power   necessary  for  a  single  question  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121015/debtext/121015-0001.htm#1210154000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121015/debtext/121015-0001.htm#1210154000017
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referendum, ensuring that the 2014 vote will be designed and run by the people of 
Scotland. 
After the order has been agreed, the Scottish Government will bring forward legislation to 
Parliament to enable the referendum to be run. This will set out the proposed date, 
franchise, the wording of the question, rules on campaign finance and other rules 
governing the conduct of the campaign. 
A final decision on these aspects will be taken by the Scottish Parliament, taking full 
account of the responses to the Scottish Government’s referendum consultation. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/10/referendum15102012  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) on how many occasions in the last 10 weeks he has discussed with (a) his Israeli and 
(b) American counterpart a possible armed attack by Israel on Iran; and if he will make a 
statement; [122014] 
(2) when he last discussed with representatives of other member states of the European 
Union a possible armed attack by Israel on Iran; and if he will make a statement. 
[122015] 

Alistair Burt: Foreign and Commonwealth Office Ministers, senior officials and I 
discuss Iran regularly with our American and Israeli counterparts. 
We have made it clear to Israel, as the US has done, that a real chance should be 
given to the approach we have adopted to the Iranian nuclear issue: serious 
economic sanctions, diplomatic pressure and negotiations with Iran. While we 
have made clear that all options remain on the table, we are not advocating 
military action in the current circumstances. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121015/text/121015w0
003.htm#1210169000032  
 

Immigration 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Henley on 11 June 2012 (WA 204), whether they regard as valid travel documents for 
entry to the United Kingdom passports held by Israelis who have illegally settled on land 
in the West Bank; and whether such people meet the requirements of the Immigration 
Rules.[HL2322] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): The Government recognise travel documents issued by the State of 
Israel. The issuance of Israeli passports is a matter for the Israeli authorities. 
Whether specific individuals meet the requirements of the Immigration Rules will 
depend on all the circumstances of a particular case. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether there is any differentiation in 
rules for entry to the United Kingdom between (1) Israelis who have illegally settled on 
land in the West Bank (irrespective of their acceptance by the Government of Israel), (2) 
Palestinians living on the West Bank, and (3) Palestinians living in Gaza.[HL2323] 

Lord Taylor of Holbeach: Nationals of the Palestinian Authority must obtain a 
visa before travelling to the UK. An Israeli citizen who wishes to come to the UK 
as  a  general  visitor  for  six  months  or  less  does  not  require a visa. The rules  

 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/10/referendum15102012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121015/text/121015w0003.htm#1210169000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121015/text/121015w0003.htm#1210169000032
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makes no specific references to individuals residing in the West Bank or Gaza. All 
visa applications are considered on their merits, in light of the applicant's 
circumstances and in accordance with the Immigration Rules under the category 
in which they are seeking entry. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121015w0001.htm#121
0156000426  
 

 

Downing Street 

Three steps to secure Israel’s future 
Addressing an influential gathering of the Jewish community at an event in London, Prime 
Minister David Cameron defined what he perceives as the three key steps to secure 
Israel’s future: standing up to Iran, seizing the opportunities presented by the Arab Spring 
to spread democracy and making the hard choices needed to resolve Israel’s conflict with 
the Palestinians. … 
“Iran is not just a threat to Israel. It is a threat to the world. Now there are some who say 
nothing will work – and that we have to learn to live with a nuclear armed Iran. I say we 
don’t and we shouldn’t.But at the same time I also refuse to give in to those who say that 
the current policy is fatally flawed, and that we have no choice but military action.” … 
“For now, Israel will continue to face acute threats and a hard road to peace. But with 
strength and courage we can, together, stand up to Iran. We can, together, seize the 
opportunities presented by the spread of democracy in the wider region. And we can 
together take the hard choices needed to resolve the conflict with the Palestinians.”… 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-sanctions-on-iran/  
 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/ujia/  

 
 

United Nations 

At Security Council, UN political chief urges renewed focus on overcoming Israeli-
Palestinian stalemate 
… “While the world’s gaze of concern points elsewhere in the Middle East, the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict drifts dangerously in a direction that must be avoided,” the Under-
Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Jeffrey Feltman, told the Security Council … 
“Both sides maintain their rhetorical commitment to a negotiated peace. However, the 
creeping realities on the ground and the stalemated diplomacy portray a more worrying 
reality. Stated intentions to adhere to a two-State solution are not translating into 
meaningful steps to renewed dialogue on the core issues to be resolved,” … 
A serious escalation occurred, he said, on 7 October, when an Israeli air strike killed an 
alleged militant and seriously injured another, as well as eight civilians in Gaza. Some 50 
rockets and mortars were fired from Gaza into Israel the following day. 
“We must all work to ensure that calm is realized, the closure regime is lifted and the 
Palestinian divide ends,” the UN political chief said. “Regrettably, there is no new 
progress to report in ending that divide.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43291&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UH2PoLRJ
UTw  
 
UN envoy alarmed by reports of Israeli settlers attacking Palestinian farmers 
A top United Nations envoy today said he was alarmed at recent reports that Israeli 
settlers   have  repeatedly  attacked  Palestinian  farmers  in  the  West  Bank,  destroying  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121015w0001.htm#1210156000426
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121015w0001.htm#1210156000426
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-sanctions-on-iran/
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/ujia/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43291&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UH2PoLRJUTw
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43291&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UH2PoLRJUTw
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hundreds of olive trees at the height of the harvest season. 
“These acts are reprehensible and I call on the Government of Israel to bring those 
responsible to justice,” said the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process, Robert Serry. 
“Israel must live up to its commitments under international law to protect Palestinians and 
their property in the occupied territory so that the olive harvest – a crucial component of 
Palestinian livelihoods and the Palestinian economy – can proceed unhindered and in 
peace,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43286&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UH2PpLRJ
UTw  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

DEFRA: Welfare of animals at the time of killing (closing date 24 October 2012) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/09/13/animal-welfare-killing/  
 
Scottish Government: The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the 
protection of animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill (closing date 30 October 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2012/september/small-charitable-donations-bill/ 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43286&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UH2PpLRJUTw
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43286&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UH2PpLRJUTw
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/09/13/animal-welfare-killing/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2012/september/small-charitable-donations-bill/
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Welsh Government: EU Regulation 1099/2009 – Protection of Animals at Time of 
Killing (closing date 5 November 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/
?lang=en  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/?lang=en

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

