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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

Scotland's People Annual Report: Results from 2011 Scottish Household Survey    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00400610.pdf 
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Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Holocaust 
Lord Storey: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Hill of Oareford on 13 June (WA 257–8), how many academies no longer include the 
history of the Holocaust in their curricula; whether all history programmes will include the 
history of the holocaust as part of a new national curriculum; and whether academies will 
be obliged to teach about the holocaust regardless of whether they depart from a new 
national curriculum.[HL1832] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): The department does not collect information about whether 
academies include the history of the Holocaust in their curricula. While publicly 
funded independent schools (academies) will continue to have the freedom to 
depart from the new national curriculum, where they consider that to be in the 
best interests of their students, they are required by law to teach a broad and 
balanced curriculum. As is the case now, we envisage that many such schools 
will, in practice, continue to offer the national curriculum, and they will be 
accountable to parents and their local communities for any decisions they take. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/28082012.htm#hdg-
Holocaust  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120613w0001.htm#120
61378000153  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister meets Palestinian Paralympians 
… Mr Burt said: “I was delighted to formally welcome Mohammed Fannouna and Khamis 
Zaqout to London and to the Paralympic Games. They have overcome considerable 
obstacles just to compete here, and I would like to pay tribute to the dedication and 
determination that has been shown by them, their coaches and the Palestinian 
Paralympic Committee – led by Akram Okkeh – despite the difficulties they have faced. 
Their stories are genuinely inspiring, and their achievements all the more impressive for 
being made with such limited resources and facilities. I wish them every success in the 
Paralympics, and will be following their progress with interest.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=805289982  
 

 

European Union 

Statement by the spokesperson of High Representative Catherine Ashton on 
settlement expansion in East Jerusalem 
The High Representative is seriously concerned about the implications of the recent 
decision bythe Israeli authorities to publish a tender for 130 additional housing units in the 
settlement of HarHoma across the Green Line in East Jerusalem. The High 
Representative has already expressed her profound disappointment concerning the Har 
Homa plan approved in August 2011. Settlements are illegal under international law and 
threaten to make a two-state solution impossible. The EU has repeatedly urged the 
Government of Israel to immediately end all settlement activities in the West Bank, 
including in East Jerusalem.” 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/132207.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

Israel: “The Rachel Corrie verdict, a defeat for justice and accountability, a victory 
for impunity” – UN expert 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, Richard Falk, condemned this week’s ruling by an Israeli judge 
blocking a civil suit filed by the family of a young American activist killed by an Israeli 
bulldozer in Gaza, in 2003. … 
The judge’s decision represents a defeat for justice and accountability, and a victory for 
impunity for the Israeli military. … The court ignored the testimony of several 
eyewitnesses that, while non-violently protesting the demolition, Corrie was in the direct 
line of vision of the bulldozer driver and was wearing a bright florescent orange vest that 
made her clearly visible at the time of her gruesome death. … 
… Judge Gershon seemed to endorse the view of a reportedly high-ranking officer who 
told the court that there are ‘no civilians in war.’ 
Such a shocking rationale flies directly in the face of the Geneva Conventions, which 
impose on an occupying power an unconditional obligation to protect the civilian 
population. … 
Israeli governmental institutions have consistently embraced impunity and non-
accountability in responding to well-documented violations of international humanitarian 
law and in many cases Israel’s own criminal law. It is impossible to separate the outcome 
here from a pattern of similar results exonerating military actions and the political leaders 
who ordered them, in Israeli investigations of the  killing of  Palestinian civilians during the  
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=805289982
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Operation Cast Lead attack on Gaza or the commando assault in 2010 on Turkish ships 
filled with activists bringing humanitarian supplies to the blockaded people of Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12470&LangID=E  
 
Lack of sufficient services in Gaza could get worse without urgent action, UN 
warns 
Gaza’s problems in water and electricity, education and health will only get worse over 
the coming years unless remedial action is taken now, a senior United Nations official 
warned … “The substantial population growth rate will thus add some 500,000 people to 
a living area which is restricted and already heavily urbanized. Fundamental 
infrastructure in electricity, water and sanitation, municipal and social services, is 
struggling to keep pace with the needs of the growing population,” … 
Today, Gaza is an essentially urban economy, isolated and kept alive through external 
funding, the illegal tunnel economy, and the ingenuity and persistence of its people. 
“An urban area cannot survive without being connected … The viability of a future 
Palestinian state depends on a proper connection between the West Bank and Gaza, 
providing access to the Mediterranean for the entire occupied Palestinian territory,” the 
report states. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42751&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
 

Report 
Gaza in 2020: A liveable place? 
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/file/publications/gaza/Gaza%20in%202020.pdf  

 
UN political official urges resolution of deadlocked Middle East peace process 
Ongoing developments in the Middle East have increased the urgency of resolving the 
stalemate in the Arab-Israeli peace process, the United Nations political chief said today, 
while also noting that the prospects of regional peace were fading. … 
“While prospects for peace seem to grow dimmer, we – as the United Nations – continue 
to hope that leaders on both sides will recognize and seize the historic opportunity that is 
now before them to start seriously working toward the goal of reaching a peace 
agreement that meets the legitimate aspirations and fulfils the rights of the people on 
both sides,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42724&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
 
** The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
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