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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Changing attitudes to equality: Key findings 
There is a broad consensus on equality values, but not attitudes – data suggests that 
there has never been consensus of attitudes, with complexity and diversity at the 
individual level still remaining today.  However they are changing in the longer term and in 
some areas quicker than others: … 
Perceived prejudice is much higher than prejudicial attitudes even considering that people 
are likely to hide prejudice.  This suggests that there appears to be much more negative 
equality attitudes in UK society than is actually the case … 
Prejudice is not permanent and can be changed - Differences in prejudices are founded 
on beliefs, attitudes and feelings and so are open to influence, reconsideration and 
therefore are changeable. 
… What people feel is the reason they are discriminated against appears to be changing 
over a short period of time. Colour/race and religion are now dominant reasons cited 
significantly more frequently than any other. … 
Not all groups have the same proportions of prejudiced individuals.  For example, Black 
people are more likely to be prejudiced against gay men and lesbians compared to other 
groups.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/research/changing-attitudes 
 

Changing Attitudes to Equality Key findings 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/research/changing-attitudes?view=Binary  
 
 
Changes to the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
While the reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) gets underway, 
Baroness Margaret Prosser has been appointed interim Chair … 
Sarah Anderson, who joined the EHRC as a Commissioner last year, has been appointed 
interim Deputy Chair. … 
Ann Beynon, the Commissioner for Wales, and Kaliani Lyle, the Commissioner for 
Scotland, have been re-appointed until March 2016. 
Recruitment of a successor to Trevor Phillips, the current Chair of the EHRC, is also 
underway, with Mr Phillips’ third term of public office due to end on 10 September. 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/EHRC-interim?version=1  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
representations they have made to the Government of Israel in relation to the lifting of the 
blockade of Gaza and their obligations under the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child.[ HL1925] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): In close co-ordination with our European Union partners and the 
Office of the Quartet Representative, the UK regularly makes representations at 
both ministerial and official level to the Government of Israel on the urgent need to 
ease restrictions on Gaza. 
We are clear that Israeli restrictions on movements of goods and people do 
serious damage to the economy and living standards of ordinary people in Gaza. 
The current situation fosters radicalisation and empowers Hamas. An improved 
economy is not only essential for the people of Gaza, but firmly in Israel's security 
interests. 
Most recently our ambassador to Israel and Consulate General in Jerusalem 
discussed our concerns about the situation in Gaza with the Coordinator of the 
Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) Major General Dangot on 16 
July. 
We regularly raise the treatment of children in the OPTs with the Israeli 
authorities, including in Gaza. UK financial assistance supports the Palestinian 
Authority and United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to provide 
primary healthcare and hospital care to Gazans. This includes support to 
construct fourteen new UNRWA schools in Gaza and supporting 28,000 refugee 
children to attend school. While we have not discussed the rights of children 
under the specific auspices of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, we have discussed in detail issues affecting children, including themes 
relating to the convention. Issues discussed include ensuring development and 
increasing the standard of living for children in Gaza, ensuring protection for 
Gazan children from war, conflict and violence and ensuring that Gazan children 
have access to education. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the implementation by the Government of Israel of the recommendations 
made by the 2003 Or Commission to tackle discrimination against Arab citizens of 
Israel.[ HL1938] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: There have been key changes in Israel since the Or 
Commission's report such as: 
ending the use of live fire as a means of crowd control; 
an increased police presence which has seen the number of police stations in 
Israeli Arab areas rise from three to 105; 
a corresponding increase in non-Jewish recruitment, from 0.1 percent to 8.9 
percent; and, 
better police liaison with Israeli Arab municipalities and community leaders. 
In contrast, few of Or's recommendations on the socio-economic causes of Israeli 
Arab frustration have been addressed. We continue to urge the Israeli 
Government to implement the recommendations made by the 2003 Or 
Commission, specifically to address (i) economic disparities; and (ii) unequal 
access to land and housing. 
In general we condemn all instances of inequality and discrimination against 
individuals and groups because of their faith, ethnicity or nationality. Our Embassy  
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in Tel Aviv and Consulate-General in Jerusalem, as elsewhere, monitor and raise 
concerns over human rights with host Governments, including discrimination and 
freedom of religion or belief when appropriate. 
We have also supported projects aimed at tackling discrimination between Jewish 
and Arab communities in Israel. In 2011 the UK sponsored a £40,000 project for 
Israeli and Palestinian religious leaders to join a multi-sector leaders’ network that 
aims to advance peace in the region. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty’s Government on what grounds they supported the 
recent upgrading of relations between the European Union and Israel.[ HL1969] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The European Union (EU)-Israel Association Council 
at its regular meeting on 24 July discussed some practical co-operation measures 
in line with the existing EU-Israel Action Plan. It does not represent an upgrade or 
any major broadening of EU-Israel relations. The EU has been very clear that no 
progress can be made on upgrading the wider EU-Israel relationship until there is 
substantial progress towards a two-state solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. This 
is a position the UK supports. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/06082012.htm  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Steel of Aikwood: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking 
within the European Union to address the alleged destruction by Israeli occupation 
authorities of an agricultural project funded by the European Union near the village of al-
Khedr in the occupied West Bank.[HL1877] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Government are concerned about demolitions of Palestinian 
houses and infrastructure, including projects funded by the European Union (EU) 
and other European partners, in the West Bank. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) discussed the issue of such demolitions with EU 
partners at the 14 May EU Foreign Affairs Council. Along with EU partners, we 
have raised our concerns about demolitions with the Israeli authorities, although 
we have not raised this particular project with them. 
The UK is focused on preventing demolitions of Palestinian property, whether 
funded by the international community or not. We are working with other EU 
member states to make clear to Israel the need for significant streamlining of the 
procedure for Palestinians to gain planning permission in Israeli-controlled areas 
of the West Bank (specifically Area C) and the need to halt all demolitions until a 
more effective process is in place. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/06082012.htm  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
** closes in 8 days 
Draft Communications Data Bill  (closing date 23 August 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/06082012.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/06082012.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf
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Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
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