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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will seek to ensure that at 
the forthcoming July meeting between the European Union and Israel, any upgrading in 
relations between the European Union and Israel will be conditional on specific actions 
by Israel; and if so, what these will be. [HL1620] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Progress towards a two-state solution is a key element of the 
relationship between the European Union (EU) and Israel. The EU has been very 
clear that no progress can be made on upgrading the wider EU-Israel relationship 
until there is substantial progress towards a two state solution to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. That upgrade must be based on the shared values of both parties, and 
particularly on democracy and respect for human rights, the rule of law and 
fundamental freedoms, good governance and international humanitarian law. This 
is a position the UK supports. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made 
bilaterally and multilaterally to the Government of Israel regarding the solitary 
confinement of children; and what was the outcome of any such 
representations.[HL1768] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have concerns about the treatment of Palestinian 
children detained in Israeli prisons. We have an ongoing dialogue with the Israeli 
authorities on this question and continue to call for further improvements, 
including a reduction in the number of arrests that occur at night, an end to 
shackling and  the  introduction  of  audio-visual  recording  of  interrogations.  Our  
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ambassador most recently discussed the issue with the Israeli Attorney General 
on 6 July. 
In addition we have supported research into this issue by leading British lawyers. 
Their independent report entitled Children in Military Custody was issued on 26 
June. We will be discussing its findings and recommendations with the Israeli 
authorities. The full report can be read online at:  
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120723w0001.htm#120
72311001042  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to representations 
by Quakers in Britain, Christian Aid and others for a ban on the import of the products of 
Israeli settlements in Palestinian territories.[HL1617] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of concerns regarding the import of products from 
Israeli settlements in Palestinian territories. Our position on Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories is clear: they are illegal under international 
law, an obstacle to peace and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a 
shared capital, harder to achieve. We constantly urge the Israeli authorities to 
cease all settlement activity. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William Hague) 
has had regular discussions with our European Union (EU) counterparts on these 
issues. 
EU Foreign Ministers considered these issues at the 14 May EU Foreign Affairs 
Council. The Foreign Affairs Council's conclusions on the Middle East Peace 
Process set out the EU's position on settlements, settlement produce, and the 
need to increase Palestinian Authority control of the West Bank. These can be 
found at: 
www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf 
On settlement produce EU Ministers agreed that: "The EU and its member states 
reaffirm their commitment to fully and effectively implement existing EU legislation 
and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement products. The council 
underlines the importance of the work being carried out together with the 
Commission in this regard". 
This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free, under the EU-Israel Association Agreement, and that 
settlement products are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce, in violation of 
EU consumer protection regulations. 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government how much money from UK public funds 
has gone to illegal Israeli settlements and what is their assessment of the level of 
European Union research funds which have gone to the Ahava company.[HL1618] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are strongly opposed to Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories: they are illegal under international law and an 
obstacle to peace. No UK public funds have gone in direct support of settlements. 
We understand that Ahava Dead Sea Laboratories received a European Union 
contribution totalling €1.13 million under the Fifth and Seventh Framework 
Programmes for Research, Development and Technological Development. We 
are following up with the European Commission to outline our concerns. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120723w0001.htm#120
72311001043  
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Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
Israel bilaterally and via the European Union about the demolition of buildings within Area 
C; how many buildings constructed by the European Union or United Kingdom have 
been demolished by Israel in the past six months; and what steps they are taking 
together with the European Union to reclaim costs for the destruction of any such 
buildings.[HL1619] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK is focused on preventing demolitions of Palestinian property, 
whether funded by the international community or not. We are working with other 
European Union (EU) member states to make clear to Israel the need for 
significant streamlining of the procedure for Palestinians to gain planning 
permission in Israeli-controlled areas of the West Bank (specifically Area C) and 
the need to halt all demolitions until a more effective process is in place. 
The Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, my 
honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) discussed 
this issue with the Israeli Deputy Prime Minister on 19 March. In addition we 
continue to support Palestinians facing demolition or eviction through our funding 
of the Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid programme which helps communities 
to challenge these decisions in the Israeli legal system. 
The EU has formally demarched Israel to relate our shared concern at worrying 
developments in Area C of the West Bank. These developments were a major 
theme of the European Foreign Affairs Council on 14 May where EU Foreign 
Ministers specifically called on the Israeli authorities to halt forced transfer of 
population and demolition of Palestinian housing and infrastructure. 
No UK-funded buildings in the Occupied Palestinian Territories have been 
destroyed in the past six months. There are a number of UK funded projects that 
have had demolition orders placed on them, although no demolition has taken 
place. There have been no EU funded buildings demolished in the last six 
months, although some projects funded by the EU and other European partners 
have been. 
To date the EU has not sought compensation from Israel for demolition of EU 
projects in the West Bank. The decision whether or not to do so would be a matter 
for the European Commission. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120723w0001.htm#120
72311001044  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the recent report by Medical Aid for Palestinians and Save the Children on the health 
of children and pregnant women in Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, the UK is very concerned about the health of the 
people in Gaza, as highlighted by this report, and we are already acting on the 
issues raised. We provide multiyear funding for food security and service delivery. 
We also work with partners to promote humanitarian access and the entry of 
medical supplies and materials for infrastructure rehabilitation. 

Baroness Tonge: My Lords, I thank the noble Baroness for that Answer. Despite the 
claim by the Foreign Secretary in this year's Foreign Office report that human rights lie at 
the heart of our foreign policy and DfID's annual report trumpeting value for money in 
delivering overseas aid, humanitarian assistance in Gaza has not worked. This report 
tells us that since the deliberate destruction of the sewage plant in Gaza during 
Operation Cast Lead five years ago- 
Noble Lords: Question! 
Baroness Tonge: My Lords, this is important and I beg noble Lords to listen. The 
children of Gaza are denied their human rights.  They  have  become  malnourished  and  
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anaemic; they suffer from chronic diarrhoea; they are stunted in growth and 
psychologically disturbed; and they are being poisoned by 10 times the safe level of 
chlorides and nitrates in their drinking water. Three children have already drowned in 
sewage. 
The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally): My Lords, the noble 
Baroness has been in this House long enough to know that she is now abusing Question 
Time. I know that she feels strongly about this matter but she must ask a short question. 
Baroness Tonge: I am glad to ask a short question. Can the Minister tell this House 
when the Government will demand that Israel pays for the damage it has done to the 
infrastructure of Gaza and allow materials through the crossings? In the light of these 
conditions and the continuing expansion of the settlements in the West Bank, will we be 
supporting the upgrade of the EU-Israel Association Agreement in Brussels tomorrow? 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, the UK is very concerned about the state of the 
sewage system in Gaza. Indeed, 90% of the drinking water is undrinkable. This is 
clearly unacceptable and we call on Israel to allow the entry of essential items to 
permit the rehabilitation of the water network. On the noble Baroness's last point 
about the meeting tomorrow, this is of the EU-Israel Association Council. It will 
discuss various matters in line with the existing EU-Israel action plan. It will not 
upgrade EU-Israel relations. The EU is very clear that no progress can be made 
on upgrading the wider EU-Israel relationship until there is substantial progress 
towards a two-state solution. 

Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale: My Lords, is the Minister aware that the World Health 
Organisation has blamed, in no uncertain terms, the problems of the import of medical 
supplies into Gaza on the lack of communication between the Palestinian Authority and 
Hamas? Can the noble Baroness assure the House that Her Majesty's Government are 
doing everything they can to persuade the Palestinian Authority to improve its relations 
with Hamas, at least in relation to the import of medical supplies into Gaza? 

Baroness Northover: We call on all parties to improve their co-ordination. Israel, 
too, needs to provide uninterrupted access for medical supplies, personnel and 
patients in and out of Gaza. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, the noble Baroness has virtually agreed that we are facing a 
public health disaster. Can she say how soon that will happen if things just drift on as 
they are at present? When will UNRWA be able to build the schools and houses for 
which it has both plans and funds? 

Baroness Northover: At the current rate of depletion, the Gaza aquifer will 
become unusable by 2016 and the damage will be irreversible by 2020. We are 
urging Israel to allow supplies to come in through the crossings so that the 
damage that has been done can be rectified. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: My Lords, five years on from the start of this blockade the 
indiscriminate attacks from Gaza on civilian populations in Israel shows no sign of 
abating. While these attacks should be condemned as abhorrent, does the noble 
Baroness agree that the continued attacks show that the restrictions have not served 
their avowed objective of weakening Hamas and other extremist groups in Gaza? Is 
there not a danger that the endemic poverty in Gaza, in itself so concerning and so 
painfully documented in this report from Save the Children, now also risks fuelling the 
conflict further by exacerbating the very conditions which provide a fertile recruiting 
ground for extremist organisations? 

Baroness Northover: The right reverend Prelate makes a very cogent case. We 
condemn violence on both sides, but improving the economy in Gaza is essential, 
not only for the people of Gaza but also in Israel's security interests. At the 
moment, the blockade of Gaza and insufficient access through the crossings 
has meant that use of the tunnels has magnified considerable, which assists 
Hamas and certainly does not assist Israel's long-term interests. 

Baroness Deech: Is the Minister aware that thousands of Palestinians are treated in 
Israeli hospitals and that Palestinian trainee doctors receive training  there  as  well?  The  
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situation across the Middle East for women and children is dire-for instance, in Syria, 
where thousands of children have been killed. Could it be that non-governmental 
organisations go in to make a report only where they are allowed and that we therefore 
take our eye off much worse situations? 

Baroness Northover: The noble Baroness might like to bear in mind that the 
OPT, the Occupied Territories, are the poorest part of the Middle East and North 
Africa, with the exceptions of Sudan and Yemen. It is against that background that 
we urge that everything possible is done to allow the economy of the West Bank 
and Gaza to grow. The WHO estimates that travel is denied to 10% to 25% of 
medical professionals and students who apply for Israeli-issued permits to leave 
the West Bank and Gaza to attend medical training. That does not help things 
either. 

Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: My Lords, is the Minister aware that no fewer than 16 
internationally led projects designed to address Gaza's desperate needs as regards 
water and sanitation have not yet been implemented since the easing of the blockade in 
2010? In fact, only one fifth of the materials have been allowed through because of the 
blockade, with the rest left sitting in storage in Israel. What, specifically, is the UK doing 
to ensure that these 16 urgent projects are being implemented and to insist to the Israeli 
authorities that there is a timetable for completion? 

Baroness Northover: What is vital here is that Israel recognises its long-term 
security interests. We understand its concerns about security, but these specific 
projects to help rebuild the economy in both the West Bank and Gaza are 
essential for the prosperity of those areas and the future security of Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120723-
0001.htm#1207233000471  

 
 

United Nations 

UN voices concern over 500,000 Palestinian refugees in Syria 
The United Nations today expressed grave concern over the implications of the violence 
in Syria for the 500,000 Palestinian refugees across the country. … UNRWA called on all 
parties to take steps to ensure the protection of Palestinian refugees and requested all 
parties to the conflict to “take measures, as required by international law, to preserve 
human life, to avoid forced displacement and to exercise the utmost restraint.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42532&Cr=Syria&Cr1=  
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Council of Europe 

Anti-Muslim prejudice hinders integration 
Muslims in Europe want to interact with other Europeans and participate as full and equal 
members of society, but regularly face various forms of prejudice, discrimination and 
violence that reinforce their social exclusion. … 
Muslims have become the primary “other” in right-wing populist discourse in Europe. …  
Some mainstream parties have exploited anti-Muslim sentiment by supporting restrictive 
legislative measures that target Muslims. … Local authorities in many European cities 
regularly find reasons to delay building permits for mosques, but not for other houses of 
worship. … 
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A recent study by the EU’s Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) found that 1 in 3 Muslims 
in the EU had experienced discrimination in the past 12 months, with youth being the 
most frequent victims. … A particularly pernicious form of discrimination is when police, 
customs or border guards engage in ethnic or religious profiling against Muslims by 
stopping them only because of their appearance. … 
Governments should stop targeting Muslims through legislation or policy, and instead 
enshrine the ground of religion or belief as a prohibited ground of discrimination in all 
realms. They should also empower independent equality bodies or ombudsmen to review 
complaints, provide legal assistance and representation in court, provide policy advice, 
and conduct research on discrimination against Muslims and other religious groups. 
Monitoring discrimination against Muslims should involve collecting data disaggregated 
by ethnicity, religion and gender. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://tinyurl.com/ctzacyf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Communications Data Bill  (closing date 23 August 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
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