
 1

 

15 July 2012
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Foreign Affairs 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Mitzvah Day UK 
Barry Gardiner: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
how many meetings he has had with Mitzvah Day UK. [116629] 

Andrew Stunell: On various occasions the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, the right hon. Member for Brentwood and Ongar (Mr 
Pickles), and I have participated in engagements at which staff of the Mitzvah Day 
Charitable Trust were present. 
My Department has facilitated seven meetings of the Steering Group and 10 
meetings of the Reference Group in relation to A Year of Service, and the Mitzvah 
Day Charitable Trust has attended each of these meetings. There has additionally 
been regular contact between my Department and the Mitzvah Day Charitable 
Trust in implementing the programme. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0
004.htm#12071268000024  

 
A Year of Service 

Barry Gardiner: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
(1) what the names are of the members of the steering group overseeing the project A 
Year of Service; and what criteria were used to appoint them; [116625] 
(2) how many meetings the steering group for the project A Year of Service has held 
since it was established; [116626] 
(3) if he will publish the minutes of the meetings held by the steering group for the project 
A Year of Service. [116628] 

Andrew Stunell: A steering group, comprised of the organisations named below, 
was formed by DCLG to advise collectively on aspects of the development of A 
Year of Service. 
Business in the Community 
The Church of England 
The Coexist Foundation 
The Faith based Regeneration Network 
The Inter Faith Network for the UK 
The Mitzvah Day Charitable Trust 
The  names  of  individual  members  of  the  steering  group  are  not  provided as  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0004.htm#12071268000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0004.htm#12071268000024


 2

 

disclosure of this information is likely to breach one or more principles in the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Organisations were invited to join the steering group 
because their involvement was seen as important to the project's success. As at 
12 July 2012, the steering group had met seven times. 
Formal minutes of steering group meetings are not produced; however summary 
notes are kept and arrangements will be made to place copies of these in the 
Library of the House. 
In addition, a reference group allows the faith communities involved to share best 
practice and promote the programme within their respective communities. 

Barry Gardiner: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government if 
he will publish the minutes of each meeting he has had to discuss the project A Year of 
Service. [116627] 

Andrew Stunell: As was the case with previous Administrations, it is not the 
Government's practice to provide details of internal ministerial meetings. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0
004.htm#12071268000019  
 

Ethnicity: Data 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their policy regarding the 
collection and publication of data on ethnicity, in order to assess access to public 
services and facilities, and to identify any patterns suggesting inequality or 
discrimination.[HL1381] 

Baroness Verma: The Government collects data on ethnicity in various areas of 
public policy, including the Pupil Census to monitor the educational achievements 
of different social groups at key stages; the Labour Force Survey to assess key 
labour market outcomes, and the Integrated Household Survey to investigate 
other public service issues. In addition, the Government have supported data 
collection though the new Understanding Society survey, which has a relevant 
ethnicity boost. The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) has used 
this data to assess the extent of inequality and discrimination in the UK and this is 
contained in their first triennial review in 2010 Decisions on the use of data for 
assessing access to public services and facilities, and to identify any patterns 
suggesting inequality or discrimination, is a matter for individual public authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120712w0001.htm#120
71254000382  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Middle East: Recent Developments 
col 1349  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): … We welcome the recent efforts by the Palestinian and Israeli leaderships 
to renew direct contacts, but we are concerned about escalations  
of violence in Gaza again, particularly attacks targeting civilians. We have urged both 
sides to focus on dialogue, to avoid steps that could undermine the prospects for peace 
and to work towards the resumption of direct negotiations. …  

 

col 1350  Lord Haskel: … Let us make sure that compassion for Palestinians does not 
come in the form of bigotry towards Israel. … Israel may have offended some in the way 
that it has tried to defend itself, but at the same time it has created the institutions, 
infrastructure, education, skills and initiative to produce a technological  powerhouse  that  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0004.htm#12071268000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0004.htm#12071268000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120712w0001.htm#12071254000382
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120712w0001.htm#12071254000382
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will benefit the rest of the world, not only through trade but also through generosity. 
Through its version of the Ministry of Overseas Development, it has provided many-
indeed, most-Middle East and north African countries with new agricultural technology to 
make dry land productive and to make the most of saline and marginal water resources 
and post- harvest technology to preserve the land. It has also provided those countries 
with reliable communications technology through IsraAID. Together with that has gone 
humanitarian aid to places such as Kenya, where there is the world's largest refugee 
camp. When Christians were being slaughtered in south Sudan, it was Israel that 
provided aid. After the earthquakes in Japan and Haiti, Israel provided not only instant 
communications but also post-trauma healthcare. 
Israeli hospitals are known for their scientific research. … However, Israel is also 
generous with its healthcare. In 2011, 115,000 Palestinians were treated in Israeli 
hospitals and 100 Palestinian doctors trained as interns at Israeli hospitals. Indeed, two 
Palestinians received organs transplanted from Israelis. On 1 July, 16 Palestinian 
children-as well as children from other parts of the Middle East and Africa-were being 
treated at the specialist heart unit for children. … 
We would all like to see a peaceful two-state solution, with Israelis and Palestinians living 
together and both states having a right to exist. Trade is a great facilitator of this 
objective. Demonising and vilifying one side or the other has not worked. It is not going to 
work. It can lead only to disaster. … 

 

col 1353  Baroness Falkner of Margravine: … it is fairly clear that there is no current 
build-up of military forces [in Iran] against Israel, nor a state of mobilisation against it 
which might, against a backdrop of hostilities, lead one to conclude that a clear and 
imminent threat exists, thereby justifying pre-emptive military strikes. The action would 
therefore be illegal and would destabilise the entire Middle East to a greater extent than 
ever before. … wise heads in Israel are themselves unconvinced of the use of strikes. … 

 

col 1360  Baroness Blackstone: … I, too, admire Israeli science, technology, 
entrepreneurship and much of their cultural activity. … it is not inconsistent to admire 
Israel for some of the things that the noble Lord, Lord Haskel, described and at the same 
time be critical of successive Israeli Governments in relation to their policies on the 
occupation. … 
Central to what is wrong is the continuing construction of Israeli settlements on the West 
Bank, in spite of the fact that there is complete agreement in the international community 
that these settlements are illegal and that the Israeli Government have been told so in no 
uncertain terms. … 
There is a growing movement in favour of a boycott of exported goods from these illegal 
settlements. EU laws prohibit preferential treatment for goods produced in violation of 
international law, so how is it that the EU allows products made in illegal settlements 
preferential tariff-free entry into its markets? How is it that Europe has allowed Israel to 
get away with bundling goods from illegal settlements with those produced inside Israel, 
which it then ships here and elsewhere in Europe tariff-free? … 
Hundreds of Palestinian homes were demolished in 2011 … Israel also destroyed 
latrines, water systems and wells needed by Palestinians because Israelis had refused to 
connect communities to the water and sewage grids. … 
The lack of progress towards an independent Palestinian state continues to affect every 
aspect of Palestinian life, including the daily harassment at checkpoints, where it is not 
uncommon for people to be detained for two or three hours on their way to or from work; 
the refusal to allow students from Gaza to attend West Bank universities; housing 
demolitions in parts of east Jerusalem that border on ethnic cleansing; and the inhumane 
treatment of children arrested and subsequently tried in many cases by the Israeli military 
authorities. … 
What I have described are just some of the reasons why the status quo in the Israeli-
Palestinian relationship is not acceptable. So is the continual firing of rockets from Gaza 
into southern Israel, which I unreservedly condemn.  …  
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col 1362  Lord Stirrup: … the Iranians continue to enrich uranium. … For many Israelis, 
it is a matter of their continued existence. It is therefore important that we try to see the 
question through Israeli eyes, as far as that is possible. 
In that context, there are two fundamental propositions that we should seek to bear in 
mind. The first is: "Don't try to tell us it could never happen. That's what people said 
about the Holocaust". The second, somewhat related idea is: "You can only rely on Jews 
to look out for Jews". It seems to me unimportant whether we think these are sound 
propositions or not; the important thing is that they underpin the calculus of a number of 
key Israeli politicians. … when does the Israeli clock stop? … 

 

col 1366  Lord Anderson of Swansea: … it is difficult to transplant democracy on to 
different soil. Israel, of course, is the great exception because of the great Jewish 
tradition of democracy from the European Jews. …  

 

col 1370  Lord Clinton-Davis: … I have long been an admirer of a democratic Israel … 
but, sadly, we have witnessed a decline from the high standards that were set as long 
ago as 1948 when Israel was established. … 
The deterioration is undoubtedly associated with the growth of some-but not all-
settlements. Some inhabitants believe in a literal interpretation of the Bible. Some 
younger people have joined the Israeli armed forces, bringing with them an ideology 
completely alien to the forces in which they serve. How can such people resolve the 
dangerous dilemma of choosing between loyalty to their ultra-orthodox rabbis and to their 
commanding officers? … Some ultra-orthodox rabbis have instructed their disciples to 
refuse to obey legitimate military orders. … Religious zealotry, practised by Arab or Jew 
… is the enemy of a peaceful resolution of these troubles. … 

 

col 1377  Lord Watson of Invergowrie: … … I would agree that we need to ensure that 
compassion for Palestinians does not translate into what he termed bigotry against 
Israel. I would reject the charge that I have ever approached any question relating to 
Israel in a bigoted way. Yet this is important. My noble friend highlighted the benefits of 
trade in the Israeli context. I have only had a few moments since his speech to do some 
very brief research into the question of trade as far as Palestinians are concerned but it is 
vital to Palestinians. … 
I will not deny that Israel has of course the right to safeguard the security of its citizens 
but, as the occupying power, it must also allow for the free flow of goods, people and 
services. … 

 

col 1386 Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … A number of times, I have stood in your 
Lordships' House and elsewhere when the issue of Israel and Palestine has been used 
as a rallying call from extremist to moderate to ensure that we do not see any progress. It 
is about time that we put that to one side.  … I ask the Minister to support the Arab peace 
initiative, which was signed up to by the Arab League, agreed to by Israel and offered 
Israel peace with its neighbours. It offers the chance to normalise relations with Israel 
and for peace with the Palestinians. However, just as Palestinians must recognise the 
right of the state of Israel to exist, they must also not regard Israel as the problem. This 
applies not just to Palestine but to every Arab state. Israel is part of the solution. … 

  

col 1388  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … The worry in the region is that the new 
President of Egypt and his Muslim Brotherhood party have promised to revise the Egypt-
Israel peace treaty … The consequence for Israel is that its once peaceful border with 
Egypt has turned dangerous, and the situation in Sinai has allowed increased weapons-
smuggling into Gaza. More importantly, the Sinai peninsula has become a launch pad for 
terrorist attacks, such as the killing of an Israeli worker on 18 June. … 
… On Monday this week, the General Synod of the Church of England passed a motion 
to support the work of the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and 
Israel … The accompaniers' role is to witness and recall Palestinian life on the West 
Bank, such as at checkpoints and Israeli defence actions. I am certainly not justifying all 
that Israel does, but this creates a one-sided understanding of the conflict. On their return 
the ecumenical accompaniers, or EAs,  have to  fulfil at  least 10 speaking  commitments,  
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and reports back from several of those meetings have been that they are biased and 
have propagated anti-Israel sentiment. … 
… boycotts in this region will help no one. We want to encourage trade … and the 
intellectual knowledge that comes out of Israel that is used in many countries around the 
world. … 

 

col 1390  Lord Hylton: … More than half of Israel's population has its origins in the 
Middle East or north Africa. When one adds in the indigenous Palestinian citizens of 
Israel, there is a large majority whose culture is more Middle Eastern than European. 
These are the people who will, I trust, want to see their country take its rightful place in 
the region. … 
The partial peace provided by the treaties with Egypt and Jordan was a cold one. It now 
needs to be replaced with the warm relationships of peoples across frontiers. Israel has a 
highly developed civil society, ideal for this purpose. Whether new deep relationships can 
develop will, however, depend on how the Palestinians of the West Bank, east Jerusalem 
and Gaza are treated. If nearby Arab peoples see that their Palestinian cousins are still 
occupied, colonised and blockaded, what chance is there of a response to even the most 
enticing Israeli approaches? …ready been mentioned. 
In 1938, Mahatma Gandhi said of the Jews: "They can settle in Palestine only by the 
goodwill of the Arabs. They should seek to convert the Arab heart". 
Even if the present Israeli Government forget such prophetic words, the non-Jewish 
friends of Israel should persuade them. The Jewish diaspora throughout the world should 
act now. Will they emphasise that true security lies in peace? Will they restrain the 
zealots and the extremists? Will they explain how Jewish brains can help Arabs to turn 
dreams into solid achievements? That is the challenge. Will both friends and diaspora 
rise to meet it? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713-
0001.htm#12071335000198  
 

col 1392  Lord Mitchell: … My noble friend Lady Blackstone referred to the FCO report, 
entitled Children in Military Custody, on the treatment of Palestinian children under Israeli 
military law. Where are similar reports about children in military custody in Iran, Syria, 
China, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, or any other despotic region we could 
mention? That will never happen. But in democratic Israel, even painful investigations are 
allowed to take place. …  
Once upon a time, if you thought about Israel's economy, you thought about oranges. 
Today Israel is about science and technology. … Nowhere in Europe even gets close. … 

 

col 1402  Lord Howell of Guildford: … we have repeatedly condemned Israel's 
announcements that it is accelerating settlement-building in the Occupied Territories, 
including in east Jerusalem. We have called on Israel to reverse these. … We look 
constantly to the Government of Israel, and are pressing them, to take all necessary 
steps to prevent settlement construction, and we will not cease pressing. I also have to 
say that we find the Levy commission conclusion, which says, in effect, "It's all all right 
because these aren't really occupied territories", distinctly odd. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713-0002.htm  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make 
representations to the government of Israel concerning the killing of 13 year-old Ma'moun 
al-Dam by a missile on 20 June.[HL1252] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK expressed its concern at the recent escalation of violence in 
Gaza and southern  Israel  and  urged  all  sides  to  exercise  restraint  and  avoid  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713-0001.htm#12071335000198
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713-0001.htm#12071335000198
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713-0002.htm
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civilian casualties. Continued violence serves no one's interest. 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the government of Israel about the continued incarceration of Mr Hassan Safadi and 
the solitary confinement of Mr Dirar Abu Sisi.[HL1259] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have urged the 
Office of the Israeli Prime Minister and the Israeli Prison Service to carry out its 
commitments under the agreement agreed on 14 May which allowed for the 
ending of the mass hunger strike by Palestinian detainees. These commitments 
included to limit its use of administrative detention and solitary confinement and to 
reinstate family visits for detainees. We will continue to monitor the 
implementation of the agreement and its impact on individual detainees including 
those named. 

Lord Stoddart of Swindon: To ask Her Majesty's Government , further to the Written 
Answer by Lord Howell of Guildford on 25 June (WA 32), whether they will propose to the 
United Nations that it take measures to persuade Israel to place its nuclear facilities 
under the safeguards of the International Atomic Energy Agency. [HL1311] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK believes a strong safeguards regime is 
important to ensure that nuclear programmes are purely for peaceful purposes. 
The UK has urged Israel to sign up to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
However in the absence of this we have called on Israel to voluntarily adopt a 
comprehensive safeguards agreement with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. United Nations Security Council Resolution 487 called on Israel to adopt 
a Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement. We have also supported resolutions in 
the General Assembly that have made similar calls. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713w0001.htm#120
71343000130  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they intend to take 
following the publication of the report Children in Military Custody.[HL1253] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Children in Military Custody report was an independent 
study produced by a team of leading British lawyers and funded by the UK 
Government. Whilst we recognise that some positive recent steps have been 
taken to improve the treatment of Palestinian children in the Israeli military justice 
system, we share many of the report's concerns. We are engaging with the Israeli 
authorities to encourage further improvements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713w0001.htm#120
71343000131  
 

Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are investigating 
allegations of the use of prolonged detentions, solitary confinement, detention without 
family visits, and of the use of hooding, stress positions and torture by the security 
agencies of the Palestinian Authority, following the death of the Governor of 
Jenin.[HL1257] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Our officials from the Consulate-General in Jerusalem visited Jenin 
on 7 June to investigate the allegations of mistreatment and torture. They spoke 
to the head of security, Commander Mohammed Araj, and Governor Talal 
Dweikat. At both meetings they stressed the vital importance of due process being 
followed in any arrest.  They also met with officials of the International Committee 
of the Red Crescent who briefed us on the allegations that they had received 
regarding  mistreatment.  Our  Consul  General  to  Jerusalem  met  with  the  new  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713w0001.htm#12071343000130
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713w0001.htm#12071343000130
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713w0001.htm#12071343000131
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713w0001.htm#12071343000131
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Palestinian Minister of Justice on 2 July and reaffirmed the need for all allegations 
of torture and mistreatment to be thoroughly investigated. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713w0001.htm#120
71343000133  

 

Occupied Territories 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had on the legal position of goods produced in the west bank 
and Gaza by individuals or businesses unlawfully occupying those areas. [116617] 

Alistair Burt: The issue of settlement produce is a subject of active discussion 
with our EU partners. EU Foreign Ministers, at their meeting on 14 May, agreed 
that: “the EU and its Member States reaffirm their commitment to fully and 
effectively implement existing EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements 
applicable to settlement products. The Council underlines the importance of the 
work being carried out together with the Commission in this regard.” 
This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free, under the EU-Israel Association Agreement, and steps to 
ensure that EU-wide guidelines are issued to make sure that settlement products 
are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce. 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials have recently engaged in discussion 
with non-governmental organisation's regarding the legality of settlement produce, 
however, there are currently no plans for EU or domestic legislation on this issue. 

Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with other EU member states on settlement produce from 
the west bank and Gaza. [116618] 

Alistair Burt: EU Foreign Ministers considered these issues at the 14 May EU 
Foreign Affairs Council. The Foreign Affairs Council's conclusions on the middle 
east peace process set out the EU's position on settlements, settlement produce, 
and the need to increase Palestinian Authority control of the west bank. These 
can be found at: 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/1301
95.pdf  
On settlement produce EU Ministers agreed that: “The EU and its Member States 
reaffirm their commitment to fully and effectively implement existing EU legislation 
and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement products. The Council 
underlines the importance of the work being carried out together with the 
Commission in this regard.” 
This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free, under the EU-Israel Association Agreement, and that 
settlement products are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce, in violation of 
EU consumer protection regulations. 

Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions his Department has had with the Palestinian Authority on settlement 
produce. [116619] 

Alistair Burt: We have a regular dialogue with the Palestinian Authority regarding 
our shared concern on Israeli settlements. 
The issue of settlement produce is a subject of active discussion with our EU 
partners. EU Foreign Ministers, at their meeting on 14 May, agreed that: “the EU 
and its Member States reaffirm their commitment to fully and effectively implement 
existing EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement 
products. The Council underlines the importance of the work being carried out 
together with the Commission in this regard.” 
This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free, under the EU-Israel Association Agreement. 

Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Affairs  what  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713w0001.htm#12071343000133
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120713w0001.htm#12071343000133
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf
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recent representations he has made to the Israeli Government on settlement produce. 
[116635] 

Alistair Burt: We discuss the issue of settlements with the Israeli Government on 
a regular basis, most recently on 10 July. 
Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is clear: 
they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace and make a two-
state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to achieve. We 
constantly urge the Israeli authorities to cease all settlement activity. 
The issue of settlement produce is a subject of active discussion with our EU 
partners. EU Foreign Ministers, at their meeting on 14 May, agreed that: “the EU 
and its Member States reaffirm their commitment to fully and effectively implement 
existing EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement 
products. The Council underlines the importance of the work being carried out 
together with the Commission in this regard.” 
This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free, under the EU-Israel Association Agreement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0
004.htm#12071269000014  

 
 

United Nations 

30,000 Gaza students in UN school to benefit from computers from Republic of 
Korea 
Some 30,000 students in Gaza will be able to benefit from computer training and online 
education due to the nearly 600 computers donated by the Republic Korea, the United 
Nations agency assisting Palestinian refugees announced today. …  
Some 220,000 children in grades one through nine are currently taught in 243 UNRWA 
schools in the Gaza Strip. The majority of them suffer from overcrowding and are ‘double 
shifted,’ where one school building serves two completely different sets of teachers and 
students. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42461&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Middle East 
Anna Soubry: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps his Department is taking to promote freedom of religion in the middle east. 
[116183] 

Alistair Burt: Protecting religious freedoms and preventing discrimination on 
grounds of religion or belief are priority human rights issues for the Government. 
The UK strongly supports the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or 
belief and the right to freedom of opinion and expression as set out in key 
international human rights instruments as the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 
We regularly stress to countries in the middle east and north Africa region through 
our bilateral contacts that respect for human rights and dignity are universal rights 
which  must  underline  all  political  systems,  without  exception.  We  continue to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0004.htm#12071269000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0004.htm#12071269000014
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42461&Cr=palestin&Cr1
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make clear that we deplore all discrimination against religious minorities. For 
example, following violence in Egypt on 9 October 2011, the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), called the former Egyptian Foreign Minister on 12 
October to discuss the action that the Egyptian Government was taking to 
address sectarian tension. 
We also fund projects to promote religious tolerance n the region. For example, in 
Iraq we have funded a grassroots religious reconciliation initiative involving a 
series of meetings to encourage dialogue between local religious leaders from 
across the sectarian divides. In Egypt, we have been supportive of interfaith 
dialogue and initiatives such as Beit El-Eila. We also use our close relationship 
with Al-Azhar University to promote inter-faith dialogue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0
004.htm#12071269000011  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0004.htm#12071269000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120712/text/120712w0004.htm#12071269000011
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary
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Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Communications Data Bill  (closing date 23 August 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/
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