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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Mr David Davis (Haltemprice and Howden) (Con): On 4 September, the European 
Court of Human Rights is hearing the case of Miss Nadia Eweida, the lady who lost her 
job at British Airways for wearing a crucifix as a mark of her Christianity. The behaviour 
of BA in this was a disgraceful piece of political correctness, so I was surprised to see 
that the Government are resisting Miss Eweida’s appeal. I cannot believe that the 
Government are supporting the suppression of religious freedom in the workplace, so 
what are we going to do about this sad case? 

The Prime Minister: For once, I can say that I wholeheartedly agree with my right 
hon. Friend. I fully support the right of people to wear religious symbols at work; I 
think it is a vital religious freedom. If it turns out that the law has the intention as 
has come out in this case, we will change the law and make it clear that people 
can wear religious emblems at work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/debtext/12071
1-0001.htm#12071139000011  
 

British Time Harmonisation 
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein: To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 
have to harmonise British time with that of the United Kingdom's main European trading 
partners. 

Lord De Mauley: My Lords, the Government have no current plans to harmonise 
British time with that of the majority of the United Kingdom's main European 
trading partners. Nevertheless, following a debate on a Private Member's Bill in 
the other place in the previous Session, the Government have commissioned an 
evidence-scoping study on advancing the clocks by one hour, to inform debate. 
However, the Government would not propose any change without UK-wide 
consensus. 

Viscount Montgomery of Alamein: … has the noble Lord considered the benefit that 
lighter evenings would have for road safety and recreational activities? 

Lord De Mauley: Yes, my Lords. A change of the sort proposed would create 
lighter evenings during the winter months and could therefore increase 
the opportunities for sport and outdoor recreation-although of course some people 
prefer to exercise in the mornings  rather  than  in  the  evenings.  Some  research  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/debtext/120711-0001.htm#12071139000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/debtext/120711-0001.htm#12071139000011


 2

 

suggests that the adoption of daylight saving could also lead to a reduction in road 
traffic accidents, resulting in fewer deaths and serious injuries. However, evidence 
is needed, including evidence concerning the potential psychological effects 
involved. There are concerns, for example, that the impact of prolonged darker 
mornings during the winter may potentially see an increase in cases of seasonal 
affective disorder. 

Lord Jopling: My Lords, does the Minister recall that this experiment was tried out 
around 40 years ago and proved so massively unpopular, not only in Scotland but right 
across the north of England and elsewhere, that it was terminated and thrown out by a 
vote in another place? Does he agree that it was a mistake then and it would be a 
mistake now? 

Lord De Mauley:  … The Prime Minister has said that there needs to be 
consensus before any change. … 

Lord Young of Norwood Green: My Lords, will the Minister develop his idea on how 
consensus will be achieved? … My recollection of the change 40 years ago is not quite 
that there was such an overwhelming rejection. It might have been less welcome the 
farther north you went, but it would still have some benefits. 

Lord De Mauley: … I can quote to him what the Prime Minister said: "I want us to 
have a united time zone. It's up to those who want to make the change to make 
the argument to try to convince people right across the country that it's a good 
thing". … 

The Duke of Montrose: Does my noble friend agree that there is a great danger of 
introducing permanent summer time without total agreement? … 
Lord De Mauley: … Everything that my noble friend said is absolutely right. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120711-
0001.htm#12071141000399  
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Holocaust 

Home Office 

Home Office minister pays tribute to Holocaust hero Frank Foley 
This morning Home Office minister Lord Henley dedicated a plaque to the memory of 
Holocaust hero Frank Foley at the historic Hoop Lane Cemetery in North West London. 
Frank Foley was a British diplomat who worked in the British embassy in Berlin in the 
1930s. Foley risked his own life to save Jews threatened with death in the Third Reich. 
He did not have diplomatic immunity and was liable to arrest but he still went into 
concentration camps to get Jews out, hid them in his home and helped them get forged 
passports. It is estimated that Foley saved the lives of 10,000 people. 
At the ceremony, Lord Henley said: 'Over the 6 years from 1939 to 1945, around 6 
million people were victims of the Holocaust. The systematic state-sponsored murder of 
the Jewish people is one of the darkest stains on humanity. But were it not for the 
incredibly brave actions of a few heroic men and women, that terrible toll may have been 
even greater. Frank Foley was one of those brave men. Frank Foley is a genuine British 
hero and it is right that we remember his bravery and selflessness here today.' … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/henley-holocaust-plaque  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Alex Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with the Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs on his proposal to 
exclude goods made in Israeli settlements from EU markets. [116229] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has not held any 
discussions with the Irish Foreign Minister on settlement goods. 
However, settlement produce is the subject of discussion within the EU. EU 
Foreign Ministers, at their meeting on 14 May, agreed that: “the EU and its 
Member States reaffirm their commitment to fully and effectively implement 
existing EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement 
products. The Council underlines the importance of the work being carried out 
together with the Commission in this regard”. 
This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free. 

Alex Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with the European Commission on exclusion of participants 
based in or operating from Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories from 
regulations for Horizon 2020. [116230] 

Alistair Burt: We have not held any discussion with the European Commission on 
exclusion of participants from regulations for Horizon 2020. 
We enjoy a close and productive relationship with Israel. It is this very relationship 
that allows us to have the frank discussions often necessary between friends. We 
believe that imposing sanctions on Israel or supporting anti-Israeli boycotts would 
lessen this influence, not increase it, and would do nothing to promote the peace 
process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/text/120711w0
001.htm#12071151000023  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Nadhim Zahawi: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the Palestinian Authority on the importance of 
direct peace talks. [116184] 

Alistair Burt: We and our EU partners have welcomed the recent efforts by the 
Palestinian and Israeli leadership to renew direct contacts. We have urged both 
sides to focus on dialogue, to avoid steps that could undermine the prospects for 
peace and to work towards the resumption of direct negotiations. The Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), conveyed this message when he met President 
Abbas on 6 July. 

Michael Ellis: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the number of (a)Qassam rockets, (b) Grad rockets 
and (c) mortar bombs launched into Israeli territory from Gaza (i) since 1 January 2012 
and (ii) in June 2012; and what reports he has received of the number of persons (A) 
killed, (B) seriously injured and (C) slightly injured in such attacks. [116240] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about continued indiscriminate rocket attacks 
by Palestinian militant groups on Israel, as well as air-strikes and other attacks by 
the Israeli military on Gaza. 
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) produce a 
detailed breakdown of Israeli-Palestinian  conflict  related  casualties every  month  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/text/120711w0001.htm#12071151000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/text/120711w0001.htm#12071151000023
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for the UN OCHA humanitarian monitor report, these can be found at: 
http://www.ochaopt.org  
The Israeli Defence Forces report that over 400 rockets have been fired from 
Gaza so far this year. During the recent outbreak of violence in June over a 100 
rockets were fired into southern Israel, with 10 Israeli civilians injured. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/text/120711w0
001.htm#12071151000024  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Commission, Parliament and European Council bring together religious leaders to 
discuss solidarity between generations and demographic challenges across 
Europe 
More than twenty senior representatives from Christian, Muslim and Jewish religions and 
from the Hindu and Bahá'í communities from all over Europe met today in Brussels, 
under the motto 'Intergenerational Solidarity: Setting the Parameters for Tomorrow's 
Society in Europe'. … the leaders discussed intergenerational solidarity and other 
important demographic challenges for Europe, like tackling unemployment, fostering 
active ageing, and reconciling work and private life. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/773&format=HTML&age
d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
 

http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/text/120711w0001.htm#12071151000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/text/120711w0001.htm#12071151000024
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/773&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/773&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
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** Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 

Public Reading Stage 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Communications Data Bill  (closing date 23 August 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/communications-data/commsdataCfE.pdf 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  

TOP 
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