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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Groups: Discrimination 
Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they are 
taking to ensure that minority faiths in the United Kingdom are protected against 
discrimination, especially by radical groups.[HL1050] 

Baroness Verma: Under the Equality Act 2010, which this Government brought 
into force, there is protection against discrimination, harassment and victimisation 
for a range of characteristics, including religion or belief. These provisions apply 
equally to all religions and beliefs; there is no difference in the way that they 
protect those of minority faiths or those with no religion or belief. 
Specific criminal offences exist under Part three and Part 3A of the Public Order 
Act 1986 with regard to stirring up hatred on the grounds of race or religion. 
There are separate racially and religiously aggravated offences under Sections 
28-32 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and Section 39 of the Anti-terrorism, 
Crime and Security Act 2001. 
There are also powers to increase the sentence for any offence aggravated by 
hostility towards race and religion under Sections 145 and 146 of the Criminal 
Justice Act 2003. The courts have not hesitated to use their general powers to 
reflect aggravating and mitigating factors to increase or decrease the minimum 
term in individual cases. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702w0001.htm#120
70218000371  
 

Racial Discrimination: EU Action 
Kate Green: To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities what assessment she has 
made of the effect of the proposed repeal of the good relations duty in section 3 of the 
Equality Act 2006 on the UK's compliance with EU framework decision 2008/913/JHA on 
combating racism and xenophobia; and if she will make a statement. [114083] 

Lynne Featherstone: The Equality and Human Rights Commission's duty to 
promote understanding of the importance of good relations between groups is 
contained in section 10 of the Equality Act 2006. The repeal of section 10 will not 
impact on the UK's compliance with EU Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA on 
combating racism and xenophobia. The UK fulfils its obligations under the 
Framework   Decision   through   the  criminal  law,  principally  the  provisions  on  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702w0001.htm#12070218000371
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702w0001.htm#12070218000371
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incitement to racial hatred contained in the Public Order Act 1986. Further, the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission's most valuable work in the area of good 
relations can continue to be carried out under its existing equality and human 
rights duties at section 8 and section 9 of the Equality Act 2006, so the separate 
good relations duty set out in section 10 is unnecessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0
004.htm#1207039000028  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Official Visits: Israel 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Education pursuant to the answer of 
11 June 2012, Official Report, columns 381-82W, on official visits: Israel, what 
discussions he or his Department had with (a) the Israeli embassy in the UK, (b) the 
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, (c) Mr Lieberman's office and (d) the Britain-Israel 
Communications and Research Centre on the possibility of his meeting Mr Lieberman 
during his recent visit to the UK. [112981] 

Tim Loughton: The Department for Education had discussions with officials at 
the Israeli embassy in the UK about the possibility of arranging a meeting with Mr 
Lieberman during his recent visit to the UK. No discussions took place with any 
other organisation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0
004.htm#12070256000006  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0
014.htm#12061319000073  
 

Origin Marking: Israel 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
with reference to paragraph 10 of her Department's technical advice on the labelling of 
produce grown in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, what her Department's policy is 
on whether goods originating from Israeli settlements in the West Bank should be 
stocked by retailers. [114296] 

Mr Paice: The Government's policy in relation to Israeli settlements on the West 
Bank is quite clear: those settlements are illegal, and they constitute a barrier to a 
lasting peace. However, it does not believe that a Government-imposed ban or 
boycott of settlement produce would help engage or influence Israel, or lead to 
progress in the Middle East Peace Process. The reason why DEFRA issued the 
technical advice referred to by the hon. Member was to make it easier for 
consumers to make their own choices about whether or not to buy produce 
originating in the illegal settlements, and of course retailers themselves are free to 
decide not to sell goods from the Israeli settlements if they so wish. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0
002.htm#12070247000033 
 

Israel 
George Galloway: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on International Atomic 
Energy Authority inspections. [114116] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0004.htm#1207039000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0004.htm#1207039000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0004.htm#12070256000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0004.htm#12070256000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0014.htm#12061319000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0014.htm#12061319000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0002.htm#12070247000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0002.htm#12070247000033
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Alistair Burt: Israel is not a member of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty which 
would require among other things inspections of their nuclear facilities. Israel 
continues to voluntarily allow inspections of the US-supplied research reactor at 
Nahel Soreq. British Government officials have regular dialogue with the 
Government of Israel on nuclear issues, including on the treaty on the non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons (NPT) and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). Our long-standing position is to encourage all countries to adhere 
to the NPT. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0
004.htm#12070253000029  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the threat posed to the health of children and pregnant mothers in Gaza by the 
contamination of the water supply with nitrate, due to restrictions on the import of 
sanitation equipment caused by the ongoing blockade by Israel, in the light of the recent 
report by Medical Aid to Palestinians and Save the Children Fund.[HL1005] 

Baroness Northover: We are aware of the recent report by Medical Aid to 
Palestinians and Save the Children Fund and are considering its findings 
carefully. The UK has for some time been very concerned about the humanitarian 
impact of movement and access restrictions on the people of Gaza, which is 
clearly unacceptable. UK officials regularly discuss the issue of access to water 
with Israeli counterparts, and have repeatedly called on Israel to allow entry of 
essential items on the dual-use list to allow for rehabilitation of the water network. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702w0001.htm#120
70218000352  
 

Egypt 
Neil Parish: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has made to the Egyptian Government on the Egypt-Israel 
peace treaty. [114603] 

Alistair Burt: Throughout the period of transition, we have pressed the Egyptian 
authorities to respect the existing obligations already agreed by Egypt. 
We want Egypt to continue to act as a force for regional peace and stability, 
including by maintaining a productive relationship with Israel. We were 
encouraged by the President-elect, Dr Mohammed Morsi’s, speech on 24 June in 
which he stated that Egypt would respect all international conventions and 
obligations already agreed by Egypt. We will follow closely the development of the 
new Egyptian Government’s foreign policy, including relations between Egypt and 
Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0
004.htm#12070253000028  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Russell (290) Israel’s declaration of independence –  That this House notes the 
statement in Israel's Declaration of Independence which promised to foster the 
development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants based on freedom, justice 
and peace, ensuring complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants 
irrespective of religion, race or sex and being faithful to the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations; registers with strong disapproval that commitments and promises of the 
founding fathers have not be kept; and calls on the Government to work with other 
member  states  of  the  European  Union  to  put  pressure  on  Israel  to  fulfil  what  was  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0004.htm#12070253000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0004.htm#12070253000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702w0001.htm#12070218000352
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702w0001.htm#12070218000352
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0004.htm#12070253000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120702/text/120702w0004.htm#12070253000028
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promised when the nation was created in 1948 and for Israel to operate in accordance 
with international law and honour United Nations resolutions.  
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/290  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Statement of Opinion 

OPIN-2012-0104 - Marking the Munich Olympic Massacre (Ken Skates) 
The National Assembly for Wales: 
- Notes the fortieth anniversary of the murder of 11 members of the Israeli Team at the 
1972 Olympic Games in Munich. 
- Notes the support within Wales for the families of those murdered who wish to mark the 
tragedy at the upcoming 2012 games. 
- Calls on the International Olympic Committee (IOC) to observe one minute‘s silence at 
the 2012 Olympic Games in London in honour of the 11 Israeli athletes murdered in 1972 
and as a way of promoting peace around the world. 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-
opinion.htm?act=dis&id=235953&ds=7/2012  

 
 

United Nations 

Ban stresses need for confidence-building measures in talks with Israeli official 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today stressed the need for meaningful confidence-
building measures during his meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defence of Israel, Ehud Barak. Their discussion at United Nations Headquarters in New 
York focused on regional developments, as well as the ongoing efforts toward the 
resumption of Israeli-Palestinian dialogue, according to his spokesperson. … 
Mr. Ban also voiced concern over the situation in Gaza, and stressed the importance for 
sustained calm to be restored. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42376&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

United Nations 

States must address racist attacks during sporting events 
States must pay close attention to early signs of racism that could eventually lead to 
grave human rights violations, a United Nations independent expert said today, stressing 
that extremist groups in political movements and, in particular, sports arenas must be 
tackled. 
“The presence of extremist groups, including neo-Nazi and skinhead groups, in sporting 
events is a matter of serious concern,” the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of 
racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, Mutuma 
Ruteere, said in a report to the Human Rights Council in Geneva. … “I call upon States to 
intensify the fight against racism in sport and to strengthen the role of sports in promoting 
cultural diversity,” … 
Mr. Ruteere also warned of incendiary rhetoric from political parties, noting that the rise in 
extremist political parties, movements and groups continues to pose major challenges, 
particularly in the context of the current economic and financial crisis. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/290
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-opinion.htm?act=dis&id=235953&ds=7/2012
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-statements-opinion.htm?act=dis&id=235953&ds=7/2012
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42376&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12316&LangID=E
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“In this context, vulnerable groups have been made the scapegoats for the rise in 
unemployment and State debt, and labelled a threat to the standard of living of the 
general population by extremist political parties,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42388&Cr=discrimination&Cr1 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702-
0001.htm#12070212000549  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702-
0002.htm#12070228000160  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/amend/ml004-vi.htm 
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
E-Crime (closing date 10 July 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/  
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42388&Cr=discrimination&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702-0001.htm#12070212000549
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702-0001.htm#12070212000549
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702-0002.htm#12070228000160
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120702-0002.htm#12070228000160
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/amend/ml004-vi.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/
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Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 
 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
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