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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Changes to disclosure and barring: What you need to know 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/crime/disclosure-and-barring/leaflet-england-
wales?view=Binary  

 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Question 

Religious Hate Crimes 
Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will provide a breakdown of recorded religious hate crimes in 2011-12 
expressed as the number of incidents per 1,000 members of each religious 
affiliation. (S4W-07322)  

Reply from Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government will publish, before the 
end of 2012, the results of further analysis into the nature of section 74 incidents 
reported by the police to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service in 2011-
12. This will include analysis of the religions targeted in the incidents, and 
commentary on the number of incidents proportionate to the size of religious 
populations in Scotland.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advan
ce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-07322&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns Israel’s settlement announcement 
… Foreign Secretary William Hague said: “I condemn the announcement by Israel to 
authorise the building of 851 new settlement units across the West Bank. While we 
appreciate the  Israeli  Government’s  efforts  to avoid  damaging  legislation in the Israeli  
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Knesset by voting against a bill to legalise West Bank outposts, the decision to move 
settlers from an illegal outpost by creating housing units in settlements elsewhere across 
the Green Line sets a dangerous precedent. Such outposts are illegal under both Israeli 
and international law and should be removed entirely.  
“The British Government, and our EU partners, have made it consistently clear that 
settlement construction is illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace and should 
stop immediately - in line with Israel’s own commitment under the 2003 Roadmap. 
Continued systematic settlement activity, and repeated breaches by the Israeli 
Government of international law, is provocative, undermines the prospects of peace 
between Israel and the Palestinians, and makes the two state solution ever harder to 
realise. It makes it increasingly difficult for Israel’s international friends to defend the 
Israeli Government's actions. 
“I urge the Israeli Government to change its approach, to meet its international obligations 
fully and for both sides to engage constructively in the search for peace.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=773668682  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-02992.1 Christina McKelvie: Eden Springs and International Law—As an 
amendment to motion S4M-02992 in the name of Alison Johnstone (Eden Springs and 
International Law), leave out from first “notes" to end and insert " shares international 
concern regarding the continued illegal occupation of the Syrian Golan territory; 
understands with regret however that inaccuracies have been circulated regarding Eden 
Springs UK Ltd, particularly with regard to the company’s ownership and from where it 
sources its water; notes that Eden Springs UK Ltd is a Scotland-headquartered company 
that employs 170 people at its premises at Hamilton Technology Park and 300 in total 
throughout the UK; understands that all of the water sold by Eden Springs in Scotland is 
sourced in Ayrshire and bottled in Lanarkshire and that the company adheres to all local 
and international laws; notes that it is Mei Eden, an entirely separate subsidiary of Eden 
Springs UK’s parent company, Springs of Eden BV, that is linked to the sourcing of water 
from the Syrian Golan; believes that workers in Scotland should not be punished because 
of what it sees as this very tenuous association; notes that the grant from 
Scottish Enterprise has been invested to increase the skill levels of Eden Springs Ltd 
staff in Scotland; believes that the Scottish Government should continue to make every 
effort to safeguard jobs, particularly in areas, such as South Lanarkshire, which have 
experienced high levels of job losses as a result of the recession, and hopes that this 
investment will be of long-term benefit to the individual workers involved and the local 
and national economies." 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advan
ce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02992.1&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
Motion S4M-02992 can be read at 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advan
ce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02992&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

 

European Union 

Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on settlement expansion 
… “I deplore Israeli Government plans to build over 800 additional settlement housing 
units as well as the plan to relocate some of the settlers from Ulpana within the occupied 
Palestinian territory. Settlements are illegal under international law and threaten to make 
a two-state solution impossible. Settlement activity is detrimental to current peace efforts,  
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including by the Quartet, and puts those efforts at risk. 
I call on the Israeli Government to exercise the highest sense of responsibility by 
reversing these decisions to demonstrate its commitment toward the peace process, in 
full respect of international law.” 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130759.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

UN independent expert deeply concerned over two Palestinian prisoners on hunger 
strike 
An independent United Nations human rights expert today expressed deep concern over 
the fate of two Palestinian prisoners detained without charges by Israel, and called for 
their immediate release. 
“These individuals are protesting against their detention without charges and are suffering 
immensely for it,” said the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Richard Falk, in a news release. “There is no 
acceptable basis for continuing to hold these persons, and Israel will be responsible if 
any permanent harm results.” … 
“Israel must end the appalling and unjust treatment of Palestinian prisoners and the 
international community needs to raise its voice and take steps to end Israel’s flagrant 
misuse of administrative detention,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42179&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Planned Israeli settlements in West Bank violate international law, says UN envoy 
… “All settlement construction – whether on private Palestinian land or elsewhere in 
occupied Palestinian territory – is contrary to international law,” said a statement issued 
by the office of the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert 
Serry. 
According to media reports, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ordered the construction 
of the new units hours after the parliament rejected a bill to legalize settlement outposts. 
Mr. Serry said the announcement is “deeply troubling” and reiterated his recent warning 
to the Security Council that “if the parties do not grasp the current opportunity, they 
should realize the implication is not merely slowing progress toward a two-State solution. 
Instead, we could be moving down the path toward a one-State reality, which would also 
move us further away from regional peace in the spirit of the Arab Peace Initiative.” …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42168&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Conditions for workers in occupied Arab territories remains precarious 
The situation of workers in the occupied Arab territories remains “extremely worrying and 
precarious,” according to a United Nations report released today, which details the 
conditions on the ground for Palestinians in the face of the expansion of Israeli 
settlements. … 
The report notes that the deteriorating conditions for workers are due to the realities of 
the occupation on the ground and the unabated expansion of Israeli settlements, which 
are leading to a shrinking space for Palestinian development. … 
The report underlines the need for the Middle East peace process to encompass 
institutions and policies for job creation, social dialogue, gender equality, social security, 
and fair incomes. In addition, it calls for urgent action to improve education, cease the 
demolition of schools in the West Bank, and stop the erosion of skills in Gaza, given that 
71 per cent of Palestinians are under 30 years of age and will need to have employment 
opportunities in the future. 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130759.pdf
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The report recognizes some advances in the region, such as continuing economic growth 
in the occupied Palestinian territory, with gross domestic product growing by 10.7 per 
cent last year. 
However, the report cautions that the growth “is far from indicative of a healthier 
economy, as it resulted overwhelmingly from a boom in construction activity fuelled by 
the tunnel economy, combined with an increase in building materials allowed in through 
Israel for reconstruction projects of international organizations.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42144&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

 
The situation of workers of the occupied Arab territories 
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---
relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_181071.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

"Discrimination hampers development" – launch of a new initiative to fight 
discrimination in developing countries 
… EU Commissioner Piebalgs today unveiled the launch of a new €20 million package to 
help fight against any kind of discrimination - whether based on gender or sexual 
orientation, religion or belief, race or ethnic origin, or disability … 
… this new package will be available for NGOs and civil society groups to tackle 
incidences of any kind of discrimination on the ground. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/547&format=HTML&age
d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  
 
 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting: Combating Racism, Intolerance and 
Discrimination in Society through Sport: Final Report 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/91015  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Delegated Powers and Regulatory Reform Committee Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldselect/lddelreg/12/12.pdf  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42144&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_181071.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_181071.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/547&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/547&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.osce.org/odihr/91015
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Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
** E-Crime (closing date 10 July 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/e-crime/  
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm 

TOP 
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