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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr Bradshaw: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office what steps he has taken to 
ensure that the Government does not procure goods, produce or services from illegal 
Israeli settlements. [108728] 
Mr Maude: The UK opposes boycotts which we think are counter-productive. 

The Public Contracts Regulations 2006 sets out the procedures to be followed by 
public authorities when they wish to procure goods, works and services. These 
include mechanisms by which a company may be excluded from a tender 
exercise, for example where a company has been convicted of a criminal offence 
in connection with their business or profession, or has committed an act of grave 
professional misconduct in the course of their business or profession. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/text/120523w0
004.htm#12052384000139  
 

Israel 
Mr Bradshaw: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on a total ban on settlement trade. 
[108726] 

Alistair Burt: Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace 
and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to 
achieve. We constantly urge the Israeli authorities to cease all settlement activity. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), and I have regular 
discussions with our EU counterparts on these issues. The EU Foreign Affairs 
Council most recently discussed issues relating to the Middle East Peace 
Process, including settlements, on 14 May. In the meeting's conclusions, the EU 
and its member states “reaffirmed their commitment to fully and effectively 
implement existing EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to 
settlement products. The Council underlines the importance of the work being 
carried out together with the Commission in this regard.” 
Full text of the conclusions may be found at:  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/1301
95.pdf  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/text/120523w0004.htm#12052384000139
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/text/120523w0004.htm#12052384000139
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf
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We regularly discuss with EU partners our assessment of Israeli settlement 
activity. There is currently no specific proposal for a total ban on settlement trade. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/text/120523w0
002.htm#12052384000050  
 

Jordan Valley: Water Supplies 
10. Cathy Jamieson: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
representations he has made to the Israeli Government on water supply policies in the 
Jordan valley. [108782] 

Mr Andrew Mitchell: The fair and effective distribution of shared water resources 
across the middle east is of great concern to the UK and our embassy regularly 
raises these issues with the Israeli authorities. We continue to call on Israel to fulfil 
its obligations under international humanitarian law, including ensuring Palestinian 
access to water. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/text/120523w0
004.htm#12052384000125 
 

Israel and Palestine 
The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask her Majesty's Government which religious leaders 
they have been in discussion with over finding ways to ensure access to and protection 
of the holy sites of Jerusalem and elsewhere in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories.[HL30] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We place real importance on the right to freedom of religion for all. It 
remains difficult for Palestinians, including Christians and Muslims, to enter East 
Jerusalem or other places of pilgrimage in Israel. We remain deeply concerned 
about access to and the protection of holy sites within Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 
We discuss this issue with religious leaders of all faiths, and with the relevant 
authorities, including raising specific cases as appropriate and discussing ways of 
protecting the holy sites of Jerusalem, Israel and the occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 
At a conference last year at Lancaster House I spoke about the importance of 
ensuring Jerusalem remains a holy city for all faiths at the International 
Conference on Christians in the Holy Land, organised by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and Westminster. The conference was attended by religious leaders 
from various faiths including the Catholic Patriarch and the Anglican Bishop of 
Jerusalem as well as significant Jewish and Muslim figures. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120523w0001.htm#120
52360000754  
 

Topical Questions: International Development 
Ian Lucas: Two weeks ago, I visited a charitably funded Bedouin school in the west bank 
that was threatened with demolition by the Israeli Government. This is not the way to 
make progress, so will the Secretary of State make urgent representations to the Israeli 
Government to prevent the demolition of places of learning? 

Mr Mitchell: The hon. Gentleman rightly says that almost all these demolitions are 
illegal, and that is a point that the Foreign Secretary has made regularly in his 
meetings with the Israeli Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/debtext/12052
3-0001.htm#12052368000026  
 

Occupied Palestinian Territories 
1. Guto Bebb (Aberconwy) (Con): What assessment he has made of the effectiveness 
of aid provided to the Occupied Palestinian Territories. [108772] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/text/120523w0002.htm#12052384000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/text/120523w0002.htm#12052384000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/text/120523w0004.htm#12052384000125
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/text/120523w0004.htm#12052384000125
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120523w0001.htm#12052360000754
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120523w0001.htm#12052360000754
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/debtext/120523-0001.htm#12052368000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/debtext/120523-0001.htm#12052368000026
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The Secretary of State for International Development (Mr Andrew 
Mitchell): Both the Minister of State, who is today attending the Friends of Yemen 
meeting in Riyadh, and I keep a close eye on the effectiveness of our programme 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Guto Bebb: I thank the Minister for his response. On a trip to Israel and the west bank 
earlier this year, I saw education materials that incited violence and the use of 
Palestinian Authority broadcast media to glorify conflict, not least relating to a group of 
children singing about the aim to saturate their land with blood. Will the Secretary of 
State provide assurances that our aid donations do not contribute towards such 
incitement? Will he highlight what steps the Government are taking to deter the 
Palestinian Authority from supporting such publications and broadcasts? 

Mr Mitchell: I can give my hon. Friend that assurance. I would be very interested 
to see the material he describes. I can tell him that numerous credible studies 
show no evidence of incitement or anti-Semitism in Palestinian Authority 
textbooks, so if he ensures that we get a copy of what he has seen, we will take 
the appropriate action. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): Has the International Development 
Secretary joined the Foreign Secretary and, curiously, the Education Secretary in 
meeting Israeli Foreign Minister Lieberman during his visit to the UK? Irrespective of 
whether he meets him, will the right hon. Gentleman transmit to the Israeli Foreign 
Minister the concerns of the United Nations Assistant Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Co-ordinator, who visited the west 
bank last week and said: “I am extremely concerned about the humanitarian impact of 
demolitions and displacement on Palestinian families. Such actions cause great human 
suffering, run counter to international law and must be brought to a halt.”? 

Mr Mitchell: I do not have any current plans to meet the Foreign Minister from 
Israel, although I met a series of Israeli Foreign Ministers when I was there just 
before Christmas. I will ensure that the hon. Gentleman’s comments are passed 
on to the Foreign Secretary. 

Sir Bob Russell (Colchester) (LD): I also visited the west bank and East Jerusalem last 
year and I saw the consequences of ethnic cleansing and apartheid. Will the Secretary of 
State assure us that Church groups will be urged to get the Government of Israel to 
follow the parable of the Good Samaritan? 

Mr Mitchell: I raised the issue of religious tolerance when I visited the west bank 
and Israel at the end of last year. The hon. Gentleman’s comments will have been 
heard by the Foreign Office, which I have no doubt will pursue them. 

Mr Andy Slaughter (Hammersmith) (Lab): We need to focus on the real issue of aid, 
not on red herrings about its misuse by the Palestinians. The fact is that Israel has 
blockaded Gaza and the checkpoints in the west bank are stifling any attempt by the 
British Government to bring aid to the Palestinians. What is the Secretary of State doing 
to make the Israelis co-operate in respect of the aid that Britain and the EU gives to the 
Palestinians? 

Mr Mitchell: Britain has an extremely well-targeted aid and development 
programme in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. It focuses on building the 
capacity of the Palestinian Authority to provide good government and support for 
the two-state solution. It focuses, too, on wealth creation and economic growth, 
which are important. The third strand principally supports the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency, and ensures that we fulfil our humanitarian 
responsibilities. The programme is very well placed, and we make certain that it 
achieves all three of those things effectively. 

Mr Matthew Offord (Hendon) (Con): The next generation of Palestinian peacemakers 
and state builders are too frequently exposed to messages of hate and violence rather 
than of peaceful co-existence. What measures are in place to ensure that aid is used to 
teach mutual understanding and reconciliation? 

Mr Mitchell: My hon. Friend makes an important point.  A recent study was set up  
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by the Americans to look at the content of textbooks and teaching both in Israel 
and in the west bank for precisely the reason that he sets out. We take this issue 
very seriously. I will ensure that my hon. Friend receives a copy of that report 
when it is published. 

Dr Eilidh Whiteford (Banff and Buchan) (SNP): Control of international arms transfers 
is essential to the effectiveness of aid-related conflict resolution measures in the 
occupied territories and other places. The UK has a key role to play at the UN arms trade 
treaty negotiations next month. Will the Secretary of State— 

 

Mr Speaker: Order. I am trying to be generous, but I think allowing latitude would be 
excessive in this case. I am afraid that the hon. Lady’s comments do not relate 
sufficiently closely to the question on the Order Paper. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/debtext/12052
3-0001.htm#12052368000018  
 

Occupied Palestinian Territories 
6. Karen Lumley (Redditch) (Con): What support the Arab Partnership Participation 
Fund has provided to projects on political reform and free and fair elections in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. [108777] 

The Secretary of State for International Development (Mr Andrew 
Mitchell): The Arab Partnership Participation Fund has supported political 
participation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. It has funded a variety of civil 
society projects. 

Karen Lumley: Democracy is something that we in this country take for granted. Will the 
Minister assure me that, as part of our future campaign, we will promote democracy and 
the rule of law in the occupied territories? 

Mr Mitchell: My hon. Friend puts her finger on a key ingredient of development. 
Promoting democracy and the rule of law in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is 
central to our engagement in the region, as I described in answer to an earlier 
question. 

Mark Durkan (Foyle) (SDLP): Does the Secretary of State’s hope for free and fair 
elections to the Palestinian Authority extend to Palestinians in East Jerusalem? 

Mr Mitchell: The British Government’s position is clear and unequivocal on this, 
as the Foreign Secretary has assured the House on many occasions. Our 
commitment to promoting the two-state solution and to promoting democracy in 
this troubled area is absolute. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/debtext/12052
3-0001.htm#12052368000023  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/debtext/120523-0001.htm#12052368000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/debtext/120523-0001.htm#12052368000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/debtext/120523-0001.htm#12052368000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120523/debtext/120523-0001.htm#12052368000023
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases (closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
** Northern Ireland Criminal Records Regime Review (closing date 16 August 2012) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/review-of-
criminal-records-regime-further-consultation.htm  

TOP 
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