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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Olympic and Paralympic Games 2012 
col 653  Lord Davies of Oldham: … provision will be made for multi-faith observance 
during the Games. We should recognise how much in certain cultures this is of the 
greatest importance; after all, we all remember the 1924 Olympic Games when Liddell 
was not prepared to run on a Sunday. That dimension of those participating in the 
Games deserves proper recognition. I hope that the Minister will give a reassurance that 
we have fulfilled the expectations of the International Olympic Committee with regards to 
this provision. … 

 

col 667  Baroness Garden of Frognal: … Four years ago, LOCOG set up a faith 
reference group that includes the nine faiths recognised by the IOC: Muslim, Christian, 
Jewish, Buddhist, Jain, Sikh, Hindu, Baha'i and Zoroastrian. This group has looked at all 
aspects of the plans, including the multifaith centres, prayer spaces, food provision, 
uniform design, quiet areas and accommodation, not only for athletes but for the 
workforce, volunteers, media and spectators, where appropriate. 
We are conscious that with the Games taking place during Ramadan and on the 40th 
anniversary of the Munich attacks this multifaith approach has been crucial. LOCOG's 
faith adviser, the Reverend Canon Duncan Green, who was appointed by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, has led this work, but LOCOG has also worked closely with the Muslim 
Council of Britain and its general-secretary Dr Muhammad Bari, so I hope noble Lords 
are reassured on this issue. It has been taken extremely seriously, and I assure the 
noble Lord, Lord Davies, and other noble Lords that considerable efforts have been 
made by LOCOG to ensure that the needs of faith communities have been addressed 
appropriately and respectfully. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521-
0001.htm#1205217000466  
 

 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Mitzvah Day UK 
Barry Gardiner: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
how much funding he has allocated to Mitzvah Day UK; and on what basis. [108270] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521-0001.htm#1205217000466
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521-0001.htm#1205217000466
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Andrew Stunell: My Department has allocated £35,000 to the organisation 
Mitzvah Day in the present financial year, to enable it to perform a central co-
ordinating role for a programme called ‘A Year of Service’. The funding is a 
contribution towards the employment of a dedicated worker to work with faith 
communities, the development and maintenance of a website, and monitoring of 
projects. ‘A Year of Service’ is promoting and linking up faith-based volunteering 
during the Diamond Jubilee year, with each of nine historic faith communities in 
turn hosting a day or days of volunteering and inviting others to join in. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0
002.htm#12052133000026  
 

Mitzvah Day UK 
Barry Gardiner: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office how much funding he has 
allocated to Mitzvah Day UK. [108271] 

Mr Maude: In 2011-12 the Cabinet Office provided a £30,000 grant to Mitzvah 
Day to fund an administrator role for the 'Year of Service' programme. This is an 
inter-faith series of events promoting and linking up faith-based volunteering 
during the Diamond Jubilee year, with nine faith communities in turn hosting a day 
or days of volunteering. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0
005.htm#1205229000012  
 

Summertime 
Mr Chope: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills when the 
contract was advertised for the study to review the scope, quality and robustness of 
available evidence concerning putting the clocks forward by one hour in the UK all year 
round; and when he expects the study to be completed. [107644] 

Norman Lamb: The Government decided that a short study should be conducted 
to review the scope, quality and robustness of the available evidence concerning 
putting the clocks forward by one hour, the year round, in the UK. 
A contract for the study was originally advertised on 16 February 2012 and then 
re-advertised on 23 March 2012 following a lack of response. The study began 
this month and is expected to conclude in July 2012. 
However, as the Prime Minister has made clear, a change should only occur if 
there was UK wide consensus and the Government would not expect to make any 
change if there was clear opposition from any part of the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0
006.htm#1205229000070  

 
Police: Racism 

Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government how their race integration policies, 
reflected in the Equality Strategy, the Social Mobility Strategy and Creating the conditions 
for integration, are contributing to the elimination of racism and the fair treatment of black 
and minority ethnic people by the police service in England and Wales, in particular by 
the Metropolitan Police Service.[HL10] 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Henley): Equality and diversity are 
particularly important for the police service in England and Wales in the context of 
policing our diverse communities. 
The Government have set out three priority areas for the service to make 
improvements in equality and diversity: 
the police workforce-the workforce needs to be more representative of the 
communities it serves, especially at more senior ranks;communities-local 
democratic accountability will place new demands on the service to maintain good 
relationships with communities; and,crime-improving service to the public will 
mean  forces  should  focus  on  crimes  that  have  a  disproportionate  impact  on  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0002.htm#12052133000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0002.htm#12052133000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0005.htm#1205229000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0005.htm#1205229000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0006.htm#1205229000070
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0006.htm#1205229000070
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minority communities.  The Government will back the service to deliver the 
changes needed to make more rapid progress against these priorities. 

Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what requirements will be imposed on 
police and crime commissioners to eradicate racism from all aspects of the services for 
which they are responsible, and how they will be accountable for this.[HL11] 

Lord Henley: Police and crime commissioners (PCCs) will be subject to the public 
sector equality duty under Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010, which will require 
them to have due regard, in exercising their functions, to the need to eliminate 
discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between 
races. PCCs will also be required, under Section 1(8)(g) of the Police Reform and 
Social Responsibility Act 2011, to hold the chief constable to account, in 
particular, for the exercise of the chief constable's duties relating to equality and 
diversity. This will include the public sector equality duty mentioned above, which 
applies to chief constables as well as to PCCs. PCCs will be directly accountable 
to their electorate for the decisions they take. Their compliance with these 
equalities obligations will also be scrutinised by a police and crime panel 
containing members of the local authorities in the police area and co-opted 
independent members. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521w0001.htm#120
52118000233  
 

 

Treasury 

Letter from George Osborne MP to the Bishop of London regarding listed places of 
worship grant scheme 
… I am pleased to confirm that the Government will provide an additional £30 million of 
funding a year in this Parliament for the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme, 
following the introduction of the change to the VAT rate applied to alterations to listed 
buildings. We are confident that this will cover the additional costs borne by listed places 
of worship following the VAT change … [and] that the additional resources will enable 
100% compensation for repair and maintenance costs eligible under the current Listed 
Places of Worship Grant Scheme. … 
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2012-0795/document2012-05-17-
104208.pdf  

 
 

Home Office 

New approach to equality pays off 
… Today the government published a progress report highlighting the achievements 
made since the first cross-government equality strategy, Building a Fairer Britain, was 
launched in 2010. 
The strategy focused on moving away from regulation, legislation and coercion. Instead, it 
concentrated on developing intelligent, light-touch, common sense policies that have a 
demonstrable impact on people’s lives. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/equality-strategy  
 
The Equality Strategy – Building a Fairer Britain: Progress Report 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/equality-strategy-
publications/progress-report?view=Binary  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521w0001.htm#12052118000233
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521w0001.htm#12052118000233
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2012-0795/document2012-05-17-104208.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2012-0795/document2012-05-17-104208.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/equality-strategy-publications/progress-report
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/equality-strategy
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/equality-strategy-publications/progress-report?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equalities/equality-strategy-publications/progress-report?view=Binary
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Cabinet Office 

Boost to volunteering as Government cuts red tape 
A raft of measures designed to encourage more people to volunteer and to make it easier 
for people to run charities is being published today by Minister for Civil Society Nick Hurd. 
The steps taken to make it easier for people to volunteer include: 

 a “Volunteer Code of Good Practice” … 
 guidance from the Association of British Insurers on ‘How to run an event’ … 
 ABI’s “Volunteer Driving - The Motor Insurance Commitment” which has 

encouraged insurers not to charge additional premiums for volunteer drivers. … 
 … the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 will radically improve the “portability” of 

CRB certificates so that people can volunteer using the same certificate as they do 
for employment. This change will lead to a big reduction in the need for repeat 
checks on the same individual reducing the time and costs incurred 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/boost-volunteering-government-cuts-red-tape  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Mr Bradshaw: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with the Israeli authorities on recovering the costs or 
repairing damage caused to the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Gaza during 
operation Cast Lead. [108730] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government has had extensive discussions with the 
Israeli authorities, in particular with the Ministry of Defence, over several years on 
behalf of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission about recovering costs, or 
repairing damage to the Cemetery in Gaza following Israel's operation Cast Lead. 
Israel does not accept liability for the damage caused but recognises the 
significance of the cemetery from a historical point of view. Israel made an ex-
gratia payment of £40,000 towards the cost of repairing the damage to the 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0
003.htm#12052136000059  
 

Israel 
Dr Poulter: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
discussions he has had with his Israeli counterparts on international disaster response 
efforts. [108196] 

Mr Duncan: The UK holds regular discussions at official level with the Israeli 
authorities on disaster response planning for Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. In February 2012, UK and Israeli officials participated in the annual 
United Nations Disaster Assessment and Co-ordination network (UNDAC) Board 
meeting. UNDAC is an international response tool which provides rapid response 
and co-ordination facilities in the case of international disasters. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0
004.htm#1205227000004  
 
 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/boost-volunteering-government-cuts-red-tape
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0003.htm#12052136000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0003.htm#12052136000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0004.htm#1205227000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0004.htm#1205227000004
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Israel 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on discriminatory water 
supply policies in the Jordan Valley. [107724] 

Alistair Burt: I refer my right hon. Friend to my answer of 23 April 2012, Official 
Report, column 760W. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with the International Committee of the Red Cross on the 
humanitarian needs of Palestinian prisoners in Israel. [107725] 

Alistair Burt: We hold regular discussions with the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) on the humanitarian needs of Palestinian prisoners in Israel, 
which remains an issue of significant concern to the UK Government. The British 
embassy in Tel Aviv and consulate general in Jerusalem keep in close contact 
with the ICRC Head of Delegation on these issues. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), issued a public statement 
on 16 May welcoming the agreement reached to end the mass hunger strike by 
Palestinian prisoners. We have commended all sides, including the Palestinian 
Authority, the prisoners' representatives, the Egyptian authorities and the Israeli 
Government for their roles in finding a solution that prevents loss of life. We 
particularly welcome Israel's agreement to limit the use of administrative detention 
and solitary confinement, and to reinstate family visits for detainees. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the ending of restrictions 
on exports from Gaza. [107726] 

Alistair Burt: We are clear that Israeli restrictions on movements of goods and 
people do serious damage to the economy and living standards of ordinary people 
in Gaza. The current situation fosters radicalisation and empowers Hamas. An 
improved economy is not only essential for the people of Gaza, but firmly in 
Israel's security interests. In close co-ordination with our EU partners and the 
Office of the Quartet Representative, we continue to press the Israeli Government 
at ministerial and official level to ease access restrictions. 
I most recently raised this issue with Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Ayalon on 18 
January 2012. The British ambassador to Tel Aviv also raised the issue with 
Prime Minister Netanyahu's Chief Negotiator, Yitzhak Molcho, and the Israeli Co-
ordinator of Government Activity in the Territories, General Dangot, in March. 
The EU, with the full support of the UK, called on Israel to lift restrictions on Gaza 
in the Foreign Affairs Council conclusions issued on 14 May 2012: 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/1301
95.pdf  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0
003.htm#12052136000057  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0
008.htm#12042412000058  
 

Israel 
The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 
provided or plan to provide any financial assistance or practical support to organisations 
and bodies tackling discrimination and inequality between Jews and Arabs in 
Israel.[HL29] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Government condemn all instances of inequality and 
discrimination  against  individuals  and  groups  because of their faith, ethnicity or  
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/130195.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0003.htm#12052136000057
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120521/text/120521w0003.htm#12052136000057
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0008.htm#12042412000058
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120423/text/120423w0008.htm#12042412000058
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nationality. Our embassy in Tel Aviv and consulate-general in Jerusalem, as 
elsewhere, monitor and raise concerns over human rights with host governments, 
including discrimination and freedom of religion or belief when appropriate. 
When possible our embassies and high commissions take action on individual 
cases where persecution or discrimination has occurred and lobby for changes in 
discriminatory practices and laws. We continue to raise freedom of religion or 
belief in bilateral and European Union human rights dialogues and we also work in 
the United Nations and with other international organisations to uphold universal 
standards. 
We have also supported projects aimed at tackling discrimination between Jews 
and Arabs in Israel. In 2011 the UK sponsored a £40,000 project for Israeli and 
Palestinian religious leaders to join a multi-sector leaders network that aims to 
advance peace in the region. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have made 
an assessment of how the decision by the Government of Israel to classify as formal 
settlements the outposts of Bruchin, Rechanim and Sansana might impact on the viability 
of a two-state solution and the prospects for negotiating such a solution.[HL31] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have made it consistently clear that Israel should 
be removing, not legalising, illegal outposts, in line with its road map 
commitments. On 24 April, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) 
released a statement strongly condemning the Israeli Government's decision to 
legalise these three outposts in the West Bank. The Foreign Secretary made it 
clear that this decision set a dangerous precedent for future outposts and risked 
sending the message that Israel was not serious about its commitment to the two-
state solution. He called on Israel to rescind this decision. 
Our ambassador in Tel Aviv has also raised our concerns about this issue with 
Israeli officials. 
We have regular discussions with European partners with regards to the issues of 
Israeli settlements and outposts in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. On 14 
May, the European Union Foreign Affairs Council issued conclusions that 
expressed concern at the recent decision of the Government of Israel regarding 
the status of some outposts. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations 
they have made or intend to make to the Government of Israel regarding the decision to 
classify as formal settlements the outposts of Bruchin, Rechanim and Sansana.[HL32] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We have made it consistently clear that Israel should 
be removing-not legalising-illegal outposts, in line with its road map commitments. 
On 24 April, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) released a 
statement strongly condemning the Israeli Government's decision to legalise 
these three outposts in the West Bank. The Foreign Secretary made it clear that 
this decision set a dangerous precedent for future outposts and risked sending the 
message that Israel was not serious about its commitment to the two-state 
solution. He called on Israel to rescind this decision. 
Our ambassador in Tel Aviv has also raised our concerns about this issue with 
Israeli officials.  We have regular discussions with European partners with regards 
to the issues of Israeli settlements and outposts in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. On 14 May, the European Union Foreign Affairs Council issued 
conclusions that expressed concern at the recent decision of the Government of 
Israel regarding the status of some outposts. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they 
have had or intend to have with their European Union partners regarding the government 
of Israel's decision to classify as formal settlements the outposts of Bruchin, Rechanim 
and Sansana.[HL33] 
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Lord Howell of Guildford: We have made it consistently clear that Israel should 
be removing, not legalising, illegal outposts in line with its Roadmap 
commitments. On 24 April, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) 
released a statement strongly condemning the Israeli Government's decision to 
legalise these three outposts in the West Bank. The Foreign Secretary made it 
clear that this decision set a dangerous precedent for future outposts and risked 
sending the message that Israel was not serious about its commitment to the two-
state solution. He called on Israel to rescind this decision. 
Our ambassador in Tel Aviv has also raised our concerns about this issue with 
Israeli officials.  We have regular discussions with European partners with regards 
to the issues of Israeli settlements and outposts in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. On 14 May, the European Union Foreign Affairs Council issued 
conclusions that expressed concern at the recent decision of the Government of 
Israel regarding the status of some outposts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521w0001.htm#120
52118000229  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Brinton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel following the recent order to Palestinian farmers in the 
West Bank to uproot their olive trees. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, the Government are aware of the recent order by Israeli 
authorities to Palestinian farmers in the West Bank village of Deir Istiya to uproot 
1,400 newly planted olive trees. On 8 May, our embassy in Tel Aviv raised our 
concerns with the Israeli authorities responsible for the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. We encourage and expect Israel to adhere to its obligations under 
international law. 

Baroness Brinton: … Given that the Israeli Government seem to be changing the rules 
about land ownership on the West Bank at whim, what further pressure can the UK 
Government bring to bear on the Israelis to cease this illegal activity immediately and to 
allow the farmers to continue the cultivation of their trees, which is also their principal 
economic activity? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: … There are difficulties in that there all kinds of 
different rules governing the ownership of land-layer after layer of them arising 
from the different status of this area over several decades. This causes confusion 
and difficulty, and my noble friend is right to identify it. These are the problems. 
We keep raising them with the Israeli authorities. Obviously, if the trees were 
mature and established, it would be even worse, as ancient olive trees are of 
great value, but even with these newly planted trees, there remains a constant 
dispute about whether the area is a nature reserve, as the authorities suggest, or 
an area where planting can properly take place. We shall keep monitoring the 
situation very closely indeed. 

Lord Turnberg: Is it not the case that Battir village, one of the villages in which the olive 
trees are slated to be removed, is the still the subject of a legal battle and no final 
decision has been taken on it? Is it not also the case that the economy of the West Bank 
is growing quite markedly-at the rate of 6% to 7% per annum-productivity is going right 
up, towns that used to be the centres of terrorism are now centres of economic 
development and large numbers of the barriers and checkpoints have been removed? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The noble Lord is quite right to bring forward the good 
news to balance the bad news. Unfortunately, there is a slice of both. He is right 
that in Ramallah and related areas industrial activity has increased and major 
orders are  fulfilled,  not  least for the  British  market,  thanks to the  efforts of  the  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521w0001.htm#12052118000229
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521w0001.htm#12052118000229
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noble Lord, Lord Stone, and others in this House. That is a very encouraging side 
of the West Bank, but there is a discouraging side, of which I am afraid this 
constant friction about what the Palestinian farmers may do and-if I may raise an 
even more controversial point-what the settlers are allowed to do, is the negative 
aspect of an otherwise potentially good story. 

Lord Hussain: My Lords, in addition to the problem of trees being uprooted, many 
Palestinian communities on the West Bank are finding their water sources being diverted 
to illegal settlements. What are the Government doing to persuade the Israeli 
Government to take action against illegal settlers, especially when essential resources, 
such as water, are being diverted? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: … the British Government regard the settlements 
policy and the expansion of settlements as illegal. We also deplore the recent 
tendency, which seems to be going against previous trends, of legalising 
previously illegal settlement outposts. These are again matters that we raise again 
and again with our opposite numbers in the Israeli Government. We believe that 
the policy of settlements is one of the barriers to the higher purpose we all want to 
achieve of reopening negotiations and getting a long and lasting settlement of the 
Israeli/Palestinian situation. 

Lord Grocott: My Lords, I am sure that the House will fully understand and sympathise 
with the difficulty that the noble Lord, Lord Howell, has in answering Questions of this 
sort. It has been the case for many Ministers from both major political parties over the 
years. Basically, they have to express concern about what is happening, which is the 
profound and fundamental illegality of one country occupying another country's land. It 
seems to everyone who looks closely at these things that all we seem able to do is 
express our concern and raise the matters with the Israeli authorities. Surely, the 
question should be: at what point do the Government of Israel face any disadvantage 
whatever-at the moment, there seems to be none-from continuing with the illegal 
settlement activities? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: … There is more that this country can do and seeks to 
do, collectively with our allies such as United Nations colleagues, within the EU 
and bilaterally. We can press on the various points that may yield some progress 
towards reconciliation and settlement. Israel's security has to be considered. The 
noble Lord says that there is nothing to lose but always at the back of people's 
minds are questions of Israel's security. At the same time, these are occupied 
territories. We want to see an end to that process and a two-state solution that is 
not undermined by the settlements. These are all aspirations towards which we 
can and do work, beyond being concerned day-to-day about specific issues such 
as the one we are discussing now. 

Lord Selsdon: … Will my noble friend tell me what the economic deficit is here? What 
cost is being incurred by uprooting these olive trees and what is their value? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: As we are dealing with newly planted trees, their value 
is all in the future. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521-
0001.htm#1205217000452 

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Bob Blackman (100) Munich Olypmpic killings – That this House notes that the 
London 2012 Olympic Games will be the 40th anniversary of the murder of 11 members 
of the Israeli team at the Munich Olympics of 1972; further notes that for 40 years their 
families have asked the International Olympic Committee to observe a minute's silence in 
their memory; believes that it would be a fitting tribute to the memory of the 11 Israeli 
athletes,   coaches  and  referees  to  hold  a  minute's  silence  at  this  year's  and  every  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521-0001.htm#1205217000452
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120521-0001.htm#1205217000452
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subsequent Games to promote peace; and urges the International Olympic Committee to 
honour the memory of those murdered in 1972 by holding a minute's silence. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/100  
 
Mark Durkan (103) Parents Circle – Families Forum and Reconciliation in the 
Middle East – That this House recognises the need to provide a framework for a 
reconciliation process as an integral part of any future peace agreements between Israel 
and Palestine; believes that reconciliation is a necessary condition for ensuring a lasting 
peace in the Middle East; applauds the work of the charity Parents Circle-Families Forum 
(PCFF) to make an emotional breakthrough; notes that the PCFF is made up of over 600 
families, half Israeli and half Palestinian, who have all lost an immediate family member 
in the conflict; and supports the message of the Forum that if Palestinians and Israelis 
who have paid the highest price of a conflict can sit together and look for a way to peace, 
then surely others can. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/103  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance 
ECRI Report on Denmark 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Denmark/DNK-CBC-IV-2012-
025-ENG.pdf  
 
ECRI Report on Andorra 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Andorra/AND-CBC-IV-2012-
024-ENG.pdf  
 
Conclusions on the implementation of ECRI’s priority recommendations: 

Belgium 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Belgium/BEL-IFU-IV-
2012-026-ENG.pdf  

The Czech Republic 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Czech_Republic/CZE-
IFU-IV-2012-027-ENG.pdf  

Germany 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Germany/DEU-IFU-IV-
2012-028-ENG.pdf  

Slovakia 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Slovakia/SVK-IFU-IV-
2012-029-ENG.pdf  

Switzerland 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Switzerland/CHE-IFU-
IV-2012-030-ENG.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases (closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Equality Act 2010: repeal of two enforcement provisions  (closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equality-act-wider-
enforcement/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Facing Facts: EU project to improve monitoring and recording of hate crimes and 
incidents throughout the European Union  (no closing date given) 
http://www.ceji.org/facingfacts/?page_id=158 

TOP 
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