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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
Tom Brake: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
steps the Government Equalities Office is taking to implement the recommendations of 
the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. [106422] 

Andrew Stunell: The UN Committee of the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD) published a set of Concluding Observations on the UK in September 
2011, which included some 32 recommendations to the United Kingdom 
authorities. These cover a wide range of subjects, which are the responsibility of a 
number of different Government Departments and, in devolved policy areas, of 
the devolved Administrations. It is for each of them to consider how to respond to 
the Committee's recommendations. 
The Department for Communities and Local Government is responsible for co-
ordinating the UK's periodic reports to the Committee, in consultation with other 
Government Departments and the devolved Administrations. The UK's next full 
report is due in April 2014, and this will address recommendations made by the 
Committee in its 2011 report. As requested by CERD in paragraph 37 of its 2011 
Concluding Observations, we will also provide information to the Committee by 
September 2012 on our responses to four of their recommendations. These 
concern the response to the August 2011 riots; police powers to “stop and 
search”; counter-terrorism measures; and the clearance of the unauthorised 
Traveller site at Dale Farm. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120516/text/120516w0
001.htm#12051646000022  

 
 

Crown Office 

Lord Advocate welcomes publication of figures on hate crimes 
… the Lord Advocate, Frank Mulholland QC, said: “In the last twelve months there have 
been a significant number of crimes brought to court arising from an underlying motive of 
prejudice and it is encouraging to see that many more of those subjected to such 
offences now have the confidence to report them.  
“We would urge the public to report all hate crimes to the police. They can have 
confidence that all such crimes will be investigated carefully and prosecuted robustly.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120516/text/120516w0001.htm#12051646000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120516/text/120516w0001.htm#12051646000022
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“We have a zero-tolerance approach for any such offences and will not tolerate bigotry 
and prejudice which can have no place in modern Scotland.  
“Although not included in these statistics, we have already seen 42 charges reported to 
COPFS in relation to offences in contravention on the Offensive Behaviour at Football 
and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 since it came into force on 1 
March. To date, in all but two the initial decision made was that court proceedings were to 
be commenced.” … 
The figures for crimes motivated by racial prejudice show a rise of 8% on last year. This is 
the highest number reported in the last 6 years. … 
 The figures for crimes motivated by religious prejudice show a rise of 29% on last year, 
and the highest number of charges since the legislation came into force. … 
This large increase is likely to be partly due to increased awareness, reporting and 
recording of these crimes, following several incidents which received significant media 
attention during 2011-12. … 
 http://www.copfs.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/05/Lord-Advocate-Welcomes-Publication-
Figures-Hate-Crime  

 
Hate Crime in Scotland 2011-12 
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Hate%20Crime%20-%20publication%20-
%20final%20published%2017%20May%202012.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Alex Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what discussions he (a) has had and (b)plans to have with ministerial colleagues 
on the export of armoured and other demolition vehicles to Israel which may be used to 
carry out demolitions in the occupied territories. [106648] 

Alistair Burt: There have been no recent ministerial discussions on exports to 
Israel and none are planned. Heavy equipment used in the construction industry 
is often not military rated and may therefore not require an export licence. 
Where such equipment is licensable, the Government policy on the export of UK 
controlled military goods to all destinations is based on the Consolidated EU and 
National Arms Export Licensing Criteria. All applications are assessed on a 
case-by-case basis, against the Consolidated Criteria, taking into account the 
circumstances prevailing at the time of the application and the stated end user 
and end use. The criteria make clear that the Government will not approve the 
export of controlled military goods where there is a clear risk that the proposed 
export might be used for internal repression. Ministers have oversight of the 
export licensing process and are involved in decision making with finely 
balanced applications. We have no records of any licensable exports of 
armoured demolition vehicles or plant vehicles to Israel. 

Mr Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment his Department has made of whether the conditions 
experienced by Israeli-held prisoners are in accord with (a) Articles 76 and 32 
and (b) other provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention concerning the protection of 
civilians in times of war; and if he will make a statement. [106830] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to have concerns about the situation of Palestinian 
prisoners in  Israeli  detention.  These  concerns include,  but are  not  limited to:  
 

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/05/Lord-Advocate-Welcomes-Publication-Figures-Hate-Crime
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/05/Lord-Advocate-Welcomes-Publication-Figures-Hate-Crime
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Hate%20Crime%20-%20publication%20-%20final%20published%2017%20May%202012.pdf
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Hate%20Crime%20-%20publication%20-%20final%20published%2017%20May%202012.pdf
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allegations of mistreatment during arrest and in Israeli prisons, widespread use 
of administrative detention by the Israeli authorities, frequent restrictions on 
family visits and on access to lawyers and the use of secret evidence before the 
military courts and routine detention of Palestinians from the West Bank in 
prison inside Israel, in contravention of the Geneva Convention. 
We raise these concerns regularly with the Israeli authorities. UK officials attend 
military court hearings as part of an EU team monitoring cases of Palestinians 
identified as human rights defenders. The UK Government has previously 
provided practical assistance such as helping ensure that detainees were 
represented by Palestinian lawyers trained in Israeli military law. 

Mr Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what reports he has received on the Israeli prison practise of sunduq 
punishment; and if he will make a statement. [106833] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of some reports of Sunduq punishment being used 
in Israeli prisons. We have not raised this specific issue with the Israeli 
authorities but will do so as part of our broader work on the rights of prisoners 
held in Israeli prisons. 
We continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities over the use of a 
dual court system whereby Palestinians, except East Jerusalem residents, are 
subject to the Israeli military court system, irrespective of the charge, whereas 
Israeli settlers are dealt with by the Israeli civil justice system. 
We regularly encourage the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations 
under international law, including in their policies on detention and the treatment 
of Palestinian prisoners. 

Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the EU not to renew Israel's special trading status 
in view of its continued occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem in 
contravention of UN Resolutions; and if he will make a statement. [107452] 

Alistair Burt: We support closer ties between Israel and the international 
community, including the EU. We do not believe that the isolation of Israel is the 
way to achieve the positive steps that we would like to see towards a two-state 
solution. 
At the same time progress towards a two-state solution is a key element of the 
relationship between the EU and Israel. The EU has been very clear that no 
progress can be made on upgrading the wider EU-Israel relationship until there 
is substantial progress towards a two-state solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
This is a position the UK supports. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120516/text/120516w
0003.htm#12051655000038  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what steps his Department is taking to investigate reports of the use of British 
equipment in the demolition of Palestinian homes and other buildings in Jerusalem and 
the West Bank. [106649] 

Alistair Burt: We are concerned about the threatened and actual demolition of 
Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. We are urging Israel 
to desist from the demolitions and evictions, which we consider to be contrary to 
Israel's obligations under international humanitarian law; harmful to the peace 
process; as well as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians. 
We are aware of reports that equipment manufactured by a British construction 
equipment company may have been used in demolitions. Officials from the 
British embassy in Tel Aviv lobbied the Jerusalem municipality on 21 February 
and were told that the Municipality had no plans to conduct wide-scale 
demolitions in the immediate future,  which is welcome.  We have no  records of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120516/text/120516w0003.htm#12051655000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120516/text/120516w0003.htm#12051655000038
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any licensable exports of armoured demolition vehicles or plant vehicles to 
Israel. 

Mr Mike Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what information his Department holds on the number of Palestinian prisoners 
that have been tried before Israeli military courts in the last 10 years. [106829] 

Alistair Burt: We do not have figures available on the number of Palestinian 
prisoners that have been tried before the Israeli military courts. 
We continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities over the use of a 
dual court system whereby Palestinians, except East Jerusalem residents, are 
subject to the Israeli military court system, irrespective of the charge, whereas 
Israeli settlers are dealt with by the Israeli civil justice system. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what representations he has made to the Israeli authorities on the possible 
demolition of EU-funded buildings at Khan al-Ahmar in the Palestinian territories. 
[107447] 

Alistair Burt: We have repeatedly made clear to the Israelis our serious concern 
at the 40% increase last year in demolitions of Palestinian properties in the west 
bank and East Jerusalem, as recorded by the UN. We view such demolitions 
and evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; as 
harmful to the peace process; and, in all but the most limited circumstances, as 
contrary to international humanitarian law. 
I visited several buildings, including the school at Khan al-Ahmar, subject to 
demolition orders during my visit to the Occupied Palestinian Territories in 
January and subsequently discussed this issue with the Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister on 9 January and the Israeli Deputy Prime Minister on 19 March. 
Officials from the British embassy in Tel Aviv also raised our concerns about the 
issue of demolitions at a senior level with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
on 8 May. 

Mr Mark Williams: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what steps his Department plans to take to help ensure Palestinians' access to 
clean water and sanitation. [107233] 

Alistair Burt: The fair and effective distribution of shared water resources 
across the middle east is of great concern to the UK. 
The British Government has had detailed discussions with both Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities on the issue of water supply policies. 
The UK is funding a project working with Palestinians and Israelis to help 
improve co-operation on water issues to the benefit of both parties. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent assessment he has made of the number of Gazans dependent on 
food aid. [107448] 

Alistair Burt: According to the latest figures (June 2011) from the UN Office for 
the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 66% of Gazans depend either entirely 
or partly on food aid. 
Over the next four years, the UK will provide annually food vouchers to 5,750 
poor households and temporary work opportunities to 5,300 vulnerable refugees 
to enable them to meet their basic food needs. 
We continue to call on the Israeli Government to ease movement and access 
restrictions to enable the rebuilding of the Gazan economy and to reduce aid 
dependency. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent representations he has made on the opening of crossings into 
Gaza. [107450] 

Alistair Burt: We are clear that Israeli restrictions on movements of goods and 
people do serious damage to the economy and living standards of ordinary 
people  in  Gaza.   The  current  situation  fosters  radicalisation  and  empowers  
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Hamas. An improved economy is not only essential for the people of Gaza, but 
firmly in Israel's security interests. In close co-ordination with our EU partners 
and the Office of the Quartet Representation, we continue to press the Israeli 
Government at ministerial and official level to ease access restrictions. 
I most recently raised this issue with Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Ayalon on 
18 January. Our ambassador to Israel also raised the issue with Prime Minister 
Netanyahu's Chief Negotiator, Yitzhak Molcho, and the Israeli Co-ordinator of 
Government Activity in the Territories, General Dangot, in March. 

Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs whether he plans to visit Palestine to assess the humanitarian situation. 
[107451] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has no 
immediate plans to visit the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
We maintain a regular schedule of ministerial visits to Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, including to assess the humanitarian situation. I last 
visited in January this year. The Secretary of State for International 
Development, my right hon. Friend the member for Sutton Coldfield (Mr 
Mitchell), also visited in December. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120516/text/120516w
0004.htm#12051655000039  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-02912 Drew Smith: Palestinian Prisoners’ Hunger Strike Ends—That the 
Parliament welcomes the ending of hunger strikes by Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails 
following the decision of the Israeli authorities not to renew detentions of Palestinian 
prisoners without charge; notes that this decision is to be conditional on a written 
commitment "not to engage in actions contravening security inside the jails"; understands 
that more than 1,500 Palestinian prisoners who had been on hunger strike in protest 
against their conditions and Israel’s use of administrative detention; further understands 
that two prisoners, Bilal Diab and Tha’er Halahlah, had both been without food for more 
than 70 days; notes that more than 300 prisoners could be freed by November, and 
recognises Palestinian and international calls to the Israeli Government demanding that 
international law with regard to administrative detention is respected, that Israel ends its 
policy of administrative detention and keeping prisoners in solitary confinement and that 
prisoners are allowed visits from their families. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02912&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
 

United Nations 
UN relief official voices concern over plight of Palestinians affected by occupation 
… “I am extremely concerned about the humanitarian impact of demolitions and 
displacement on Palestinian families,” the Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs, Catherine Bragg, said in a news release issued at the end of her three-day visit to 
the occupied Palestinian territory. “Such actions cause great human suffering, run 
counter to international law and must be brought to a halt,” … “The continued suffering 
and loss of dignity is unacceptable. Palestinian communities could support themselves if 
they had the freedom to do so, … Urgent action is required to change current policies 
and practices on the ground and ensure the protection of the civilian population.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42023&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120516/text/120516w0004.htm#12051655000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120516/text/120516w0004.htm#12051655000039
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02912&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02912&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42023&Cr=palestin&Cr1
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
** Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0017/2013017.pdf  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Equality Act 2010: repeal of two enforcement provisions  (closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equality-act-wider-
enforcement/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Facing Facts: EU project to improve monitoring and recording of hate crimes and 
incidents throughout the European Union  (no closing date given) 
http://www.ceji.org/facingfacts/?page_id=158 

TOP 
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