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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Queen’s Speech 
col 336  Lord Alderdice: … culture is to a community, group or nation very much what 
the personality is to us as individuals. … This is an important and difficult question 
because it leads us to the dilemmas that are being experienced over multiculturalism. 
Maybe part of the difficulty arises because we have not thought clearly about what we 
mean. It is one thing to say that we want a society that is multiracial and recognises 
people of all backgrounds, countries, colours and so on, but that is not about culture. Do 
we mean a multifaith society, in which we value people of faith and those of none? 
Sometimes I think we value those of none rather more than we value those of faith, 
which is a mistake and a foolishness. … Do we mean an inclusive society, in which men 
and women, young and old, sick, disabled and healthy are all valued members of the 
community? That is very important; it is an inclusive society but it is not multiculturalism. 
… We need to think a lot more about this question, because I detect that an absence of 
clarity has meant an absence of a feeling from all sorts of groups in our community that 
they share a sufficiently common culture to feel part of a nation and a people who can 
work together-whatever our faith or racial backgrounds, gender or health or physical 
appearance. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120515-0002.htm  
 

col 375  The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Henley):  We  … are committed to 
enabling same-sex couples to have civil marriage, and we are consulting on how to do 
that. … We also recognise, though, that it would not be right for any religious 
organisation to be forced to conduct same-sex marriages as a result of those proposals. 
… We believe that a couple who want to get married and move on in this way should not 
be denied the right to marry just because of their sexual orientation. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120515-0003.htm  

 
 

Strathclyde Police 

Arrests following anti-semitic comments on facebook 
… Following an operation on the morning of Friday 11 May involving nearly 50 police 
officers seven addresses in Glasgow and East Renfrewshire were searched under 
warrant. A significant quantity of computer equipment was seized, and five adult males 
aged between 18 and 21 and one male juvenile aged 15 were arrested and c harged with  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120515-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120515-0003.htm
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a Breach of the Peace with religious and racial aggravations. … 
The Area Commander for East Renfrewshire, Chief Inspector Alan Murray, stated; 'This 
was a very complex and protracted enquiry that required assistance from many 
departments of Strathclyde Police and the support of the Procurator Fiscal at Paisley. I 
hope it clearly demonstrates that Strathclyde Police will not tolerate Hate crimes of any 
kind. It should cause anyone who believes they can get away with this sort of behaviour 
to think again'. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2012/12v16_strathclyde_police.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Queen’s Speech 
col 426  Mr Hague: The events of the Arab spring make the need for a two-state solution 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict ever more pressing and urgent. A solution is urgently needed 
to give the Palestinian people the state that they need and deserve, and the Israeli 
people the security and peace that have eluded them for so long. We urge both sides to 
avoid any steps that could undermine the prospects for peace, whether rocket fire from 
Gaza or decisions by Israel to legalise settlement outposts. 

 

Helen Grant: … Can my right hon. Friend give me the details of any recent discussions 
he has had with the Israeli Government on the settlements, the security fence and, in 
particular, the condition of the prisoners who are on hunger strike? 

 

Mr Hague: Yes, I discussed all those issues with the new Deputy Prime Minister of 
Israel, Mr Mofaz, when I called him last Friday to congratulate him on the new coalition in 
Israel. My hon. Friend will be aware that the issue of the hunger strike appears to have 
been settled yesterday, with important changes to the way in which the prisoners will be 
treated by the Israelis. That is welcome. I reiterated the long-held position across this 
House on settlements, and we have condemned recent settlement announcements. We 
have continued to urge both the Israeli Government and the Palestinians to enter 
negotiations under the auspices of the Quartet to work towards a two-state solution. The 
creation of a Government in Israel with a huge majority in the Knesset provides an 
unusual opportunity to take forward such negotiations. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/12051
5-0001.htm#12051580000002  
 

col 438  Mr Alexander: … it is surely a matter of deep regret to us all that progress on 
the negotiations in Israel and the Palestinian territories remains frozen. … The 
international community and the majority of Israelis and Palestinians share a common 
view of what the principles of a final agreement should be based upon: land swaps 
around the 1967 borders, Jerusalem as a shared capital, and a fair settlement for 
refugees. 

 

Mr Slaughter: Does my right hon. Friend share my disappointment that Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has once again refused to countenance a settlement freeze as a precondition 
for opening negotiations? … 

 

col 439  Mr Alexander: Of course I regret continued settlement building, because the 
position of the previous Government and, to be fair, that of the present Government are 
the same: settlement building in the occupied territories is illegal. … 

 

Fabian Hamilton: … does my right hon. Friend not agree that leading conflict resolution 
experts  from  Israel  who  are  trying to come to the  UK to promote a  two-state solution,  
 

http://www.scojec.org/news/2012/12v16_strathclyde_police.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/120515-0001.htm#12051580000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/120515-0001.htm#12051580000002
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such as Dr Moti Cristal, are being denied a voice by certain organisations in the UK? … 
 

Mr Alexander: I am not familiar with the specific case of which my hon. Friend speaks, 
but I am clear that I do not regard boycotts on the basis of nationality as in any way 
constructive or helpful in achieving the two-state solution that we all want to see. … I will 
be very clear that those who continue to argue that the way forward is to seek to isolate 
and somehow delegitimise the state of Israel, whatever political party or organisation in 
the United Kingdom they are in, do a disservice to the pursuit of peace … 

 

Alex Cunningham: … What is your view on the use of EU grants by businesses in the 
illegal settlements in the west bank? Do you not agree that those grants should be 
stopped once and for all? … 

 

Mr Alexander: … I am not familiar with the grant of which he speaks, given that the 
principal EU grants I encountered when in government, as I recollect clearly, both related 
to the EU Co-ordinating Office for Palestinian Police Support and provided facilities, 
training and support for the Palestinian Authority to develop their own security capability, 
something that has been one of the glimmers of light in the enveloping darkness of 
recent years. … 

 

col 440  John Woodcock: Does my right hon. Friend share my hope that the new 
coalition within the Israeli Government can—and must—provide a new impetus for peace 
and a return to negotiations by both sides? 

 

Mr Alexander: … Of course, all of us must hope that as broad a degree of support as 
Prime Minister Netanyahu has now secured in the Knesset can be the foundation on 
which he takes steps that he has previously chosen not to take. … 

 

Jeremy Corbyn: … does he agree that it would be completely inappropriate to upgrade 
the EU-Israel trade agreement while Israel continues its settlement policy and the 
imprisonment of Palestinians, and that there should be no stealth by which any other 
agreement opens up European markets to, for example, Israeli pharmaceutical 
companies and others …? 

 

Mr Alexander: I have just spoken of the important role that economic development can 
play on the west bank, and I genuinely believe that, if we are to offer young Palestinians 
hope and an opportunity to renounce violence and to build a better future for themselves, 
economic development and trade will have a key role to play. It would therefore be 
difficult to argue that part of the solution to the conflict is to encourage development on 
one side of it while on the other hand saying that the way to secure an advance in the 
peace process is to deliver greater isolation to the Israelis. … 

 

col 445  Dame Joan Ruddock: … No one disputes Israel’s right to protect its citizens 
and to arrest, try and imprison criminals and terrorists, but the rule of law must prevail, 
and I have no doubt that it does within Israel itself. However, that cannot be said to be 
true of justice within Palestine. … Around 4,800 Palestinians are in prison today. Until 
yesterday, more than a third were on hunger strike. … It is a clear sign of desperation 
and the all-pervasive sense that the occupation will never end and that Palestinians will 
never determine their own destiny. … 
Instead, the pressure of occupation increases, relentlessly pressing down on every 
aspect of Palestinian existence. Nowhere is that more poignant than in the treatment of 
children—those who throw stones at the wall, at passing military vehicles, at the symbols 
of their oppressors. For those offences, children as young as 12 are arrested, taken from 
their homes in night raids, interrogated with no parent or lawyer present, tried in military 
courts and imprisoned in Israeli jails, where their families cannot visit them. … 
Last week, I visited Ofer military court. The proceedings were chaotic. Several children 
were brought into the court at the same time. They were handcuffed together and their 
legs were shackled. … 
… Yusef … was first arrested and imprisoned when he was 12, and has been jailed three 
times since. On the last occasion, the soldiers came for him at 1.30 am. They surrounded 
the house and banged on the door, their faces masked.  They tied  Yusef’s hands behind  
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his back, made him lie face down, and then hit and kicked him. As he screamed in pain, 
his mother attempted to go to him, only to be hit in the chest with the butt of a gun, which 
fractured her rib. Yusef was blindfolded and led away. The family was forced back 
indoors, and the departing soldiers threw tear gas canisters into the house. … 
… young Palestinian boys and men must feel a constant sense of humiliation and 
frustration. … 
… We cannot stand aside and fail to use whatever tools are at our disposal. We have a 
responsibility. We are all signed up to the human rights convention, and what is going on 
is an absolute denial of human rights. … 

 

col 453 Mr McCann: … perhaps we now have an opportunity to make progress, with 
Netanyahu’s coalition holding 94 of the 120 Knesset seats. Reaching a peace agreement 
with the Palestinians must be first and foremost on the Israeli national agenda. If he 
succeeds, Netanyahu will be hailed as a leader who delivered his people true liberty. If 
he squanders the opportunity, he could be remembered as a Prime Minister who took his 
people to the brink of disaster. … 
The Israeli press are reporting that this deal came on the back of a letter from Netanyahu 
to Abbas saying that the formation of the unity Government in Israel presented a new 
opportunity to rejuvenate the peace process in the context of a two-state solution. That is 
a promising development, following Abbas’s letter seeking to engage Netanyahu last 
month. …  

 

col 470 Mr MacShane:  We should not forget the Deputy Prime Minister’s description of 
the Prime Minister’s allies in the European Parliament as nationalists, “anti-Semites and 
homophobes” —a description highlighted by the appalling Waffen-SS commemoration 
march in Latvia in March, when Jewish people were jostled at an event supported by a 
party allied to the Conservatives. As with the Prime Minister’s insulting and gratuitous 
pandering to anti-Israeli Turkish politicians when he called Gaza “a prison camp”, even 
though it would be more accurate to describe Gaza as a centre of missile attacks aimed 
at Jews in Israel, the standing of Britain is damaged by such loose-lipped remarks and by 
the dubious company that the ruling party keeps. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/12051
5-0002.htm  
 

col 476  Fabian Hamilton: … a late great uncle of mine was once the mayor of Tangier. 
That helped my Jewish family in the second world war, who took refuge in Morocco. I 
think that Morocco is the only Arab country that recognises an Israeli passport and allows 
joint citizenship with Israel. 

 

Dr Murrison: … the record of the former sultan in supporting the Jewish community, 
particularly around Casablanca, against the Vichy French is a powerful example. … 

 

col 478  Fabian Hamilton: … the director of the Tibetan children’s village went to Israel 
to see how the kibbutzim were managed and organised. When I was last there, I could 
not help but think that the village was run along the lines of a kibbutz. It seemed very 
much like it. I said to the director, “This seems strange. Have you been to Israel?” He 
said, “Yes we have. We went there to see what a kibbutz was like, and we put their 
principles into practice here so that our children could benefit from collective living and a 
co-operative upbringing together.” …  

 

col 482  Jeremy Corbyn: … We should recognise that the Palestinian prisoners’ hunger 
strike … is a cri de coeur … Although it is easy for the friends of Israel to proclaim it to be 
the only democracy in the whole region, a democracy cannot call itself by that name if it 
denies the same rights to others through occupation, settlement, the construction of walls 
or the imprisonment of its elected representatives. …  
col 505  Alex Cunningham: … Simple but effective measures that the Government 
could take … include introducing compulsory labelling for all goods so that consumers 
can tell at a glance whether a product is made in an illegal settlement or in Israel, 
ensuring that l egislation allows  for  public bodies to exclude  companies from  benefiting  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/120515-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/120515-0002.htm
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from public contracts where those companies operate in breach of international law, and 
ensuring that charitable donations that benefit from tax relief do not in any way benefit 
illegal settlements on the west bank or in East Jerusalem. …  
I urge the Government also to press the EU not to adopt with Israel the agreement on 
conformity assessment and acceptance of industrial products, as that would open up EU 
markets to Israeli goods … 

 

Andy Slaughter: Today is the 64th anniversary of Nakba, the catastrophe that saw the 
ethnic cleansing of 50% of Palestinians from historical Palestine with the formation of the 
state of Israel. … Nakba is not just an historical event. … 
Many people are detained in appalling conditions in solitary confinement in 2 metre by 2 
metre cells, with just a bed and a bucket, for 23 hours a day for up to 10 years. … 
There is a new Israeli Government. We are told that they will have the confidence not to 
be enslaved to the ultra-religious minorities. Their first act was to have the confidence to 
once again refuse a freeze on settlement building, because they have such a large 
majority. … To increase on a logarithmic scale, as is happening at the moment, the 
number of settlers and the extent of the settlements while negotiations are going on is 
surely wrong. Surely that is wrong practically, because there is no incentive for Israel, 
while it is getting what it wants—the Judaisation of East Jerusalem and the west bank—
to conclude the negotiations. … 
The Government operate a double standard on this issue and refuse to recognise the 
Palestinian state. … Israel should be supported and should be a friendly country, but it 
should not be given a special or privileged status. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/12051
5-0003.htm  
 

col 513  Mr Lewis: … There is absolutely no doubt that in that part of the middle east we 
urgently need security and normalisation for the state of Israel, and dignity and statehood 
for the Palestinians. A lack of progress on the two-state solution is creating instability in 
the middle east as a whole, and we need rapid political progress. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/12051
5-0004.htm  
 

 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Palestinian Hunger Strikers 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the hunger strike taking place among 
Palestinian prisoners in Israel. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, the Government have followed closely the mass hunger 
strike by Palestinian prisoners. In the past week we have raised our long-standing 
concerns over Israel's extensive use of administrative detention and the treatment 
of Palestinian prisoners with the Israeli Vice-Prime Minister, the Israeli Foreign 
Minister and the Israeli national security adviser. We welcome the Egyptian-
brokered agreement, which has brought an end to the hunger strike. 

Baroness Tonge: I thank the Minister for that reply and the Government for their efforts 
on the prisoners' behalf, but this is Nakba Day-the "day of catastrophe" for the 
Palestinians, when the state of Israel was created-and I think that we should congratulate 
most of all those Palestinians who have reminded us of the power of peaceful resistance. 
The Minister will remember, however, that Israel reneged on its promise to ease the 
inhumane regime in its prisons after the release of Gilad Shalit. In fact, conditions got 
worse. Will the Minister therefore ensure that the seriously ill hunger strikers are given 
proper medical treatment immediately outside prison, and will he try to press for the new 
prison regime, which is still keeping administrative detention, to be monitored by an 
independent body such as Physicians for Human Rights-Israel? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/120515-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/120515-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/120515-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/debtext/120515-0004.htm
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Lord Howell of Guildford: As my noble friend knows very well from her 
expertise, these are very early days. We have only just heard about the deal 
being reached. Although it is true that it does not cover the ending of 
administrative detention for all but only for a limited number, it seems-together 
with the new arrangements for family visits from Gaza and the ending in most 
cases of solitary confinement-a very constructive move. We will be watching 
closely, as no doubt will the entire international community-and certainly the 
Palestinian authorities-to see that the deal goes forward. I shall look into the 
particular points that my noble friend raised. It is early days, and we do not quite 
know exactly how the arrangements that have been announced will affect the kind 
of categories that she described. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, will the Government congratulate the Government of Israel on 
their apparent intention to improve prison conditions? At the same time, will they urge the 
Israelis to end administrative detention, especially as far as it concerns democratically 
elected representatives? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Congratulations are certainly due to all parties 
concerned, and indeed to the Egyptian authorities that brokered the deal. As long 
as it can hold-and those who have all the details will know exactly what is implied-
it sounds good news, and congratulation is in place. As to extending the proposal 
to the ending of all detention, that may be a phase that we could see in future. It is 
the sort of thing that we will certainly continue to raise, but first let us see the 
details of this new deal and hope that this is a foundation and open path for better 
things, including possibly even the reopening of negotiations. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, will the Government encourage the Palestinians to come back 
to the negotiating table in view of the recent offer by Mr Netanyahu? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: That would be very good. The noble Lord is right-Mr 
Netanyahu wrote to Mr Mahmoud Abbas, and there is an exchange. Let us hope 
that the deal that we are talking about and other developments-as well as 
developments in the internal pattern of Israeli politics, which are not for me to 
comment on but are very interesting-together begin to provide the basis for a 
return to the negotiating table for both sides. 

Lord King of Bridgwater: My Lords, is my noble friend advised whether it is the 
Government's view that the new coalition in Israel, which includes the Kadima Party, 
makes less likely the risk of a lunatic attack on Iran? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The Government's view is that we are watching 
closely to see whether there are going to be any changes. It is the comment of an 
analyst rather than an outside Government that the change in the party structure 
inside Israel obviously appears to reduce the powers of some wings of its political 
spectrum and to increase the influence of others, but so far, although we are 
watching carefully, there is not much sign of change. However, we will continue 
looking at the matter very closely indeed. 

Lord McAvoy: The Government are to be commended for the moves that they have 
made this week in helping to bring about a resolution of the current dispute. Does the 
Minister agree with me that it is comparatively easy to imprison a few thousand people 
but that it is not easy to imprison a whole nation or a whole people? Does he agree that if 
the Israeli Government decided to stop building more illegal settlements, the Palestinians 
would come to the table? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I do not know enough about precise cause and effect 
but I certainly agree with the noble Lord that the settlements issue is a really sore 
point-a really poisonous one, if you like. We regard the extension of the 
settlements as illegal and settlement activities that press into Palestine as 
unhelpful and illegal. I agree with the noble Lord that if that were to stop, it would 
certainly open some of the doors to a negotiation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120515-
0001.htm#12051582000405  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120515-0001.htm#12051582000405
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120515-0001.htm#12051582000405
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Palestinians 
Nicholas Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with his Egyptian counterpart on the full opening of 
the Rafah crossing into Gaza. [107449] 

Alistair Burt: During his visit to Egypt in May 2011, my the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), discussed the relaxation of the Rafah crossing 
controls with the then Egyptian Foreign Minister, Nabil al-Arabi. Following these 
discussions, the UK welcomed the decision by Egypt on 27 May 2011 to partially 
ease restrictions on the movement of people through the Rafah crossing. 
However, Rafah is not suitable for commercial goods or large amounts of 
humanitarian aid.  We are clear that the key to the economic regeneration of Gaza 
is easing of restrictions at the Israeli crossings into Gaza, including for exports, 
construction material imports and the movement of people. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/text/120515w0
001.htm#120515102000006  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary welcomes agreement to end hunger strikes by Palestinian 
prisoners 
Foreign Secretary William Hague commended all sides for their role in finding a solution 
which prevents loss of life after Palestinian prisoners agreed to end their hunger strike. 
The Foreign Secretary said:  "I welcome the agreement reached to end the mass hunger 
strike by Palestinian prisoners.  We commend all sides, including the Palestinian 
Authority, the prisoners’ representatives and the Egyptian authorities and the Israeli 
Government, for their role in finding a solution which prevents loss of life.  The British 
Government particularly welcomes the Israeli Government’s agreement to limit the use of 
administrative detention and solitary confinement and reinstate family visits for 
detainees.  Increased confidence between all the parties to the Middle East peace 
process is crucial and we hope that this positive step can be built upon in the months to 
come.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=764785882  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/text/120515w0001.htm#120515102000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120515/text/120515w0001.htm#120515102000006
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=764785882
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html


 8

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
 
Equality Act 2010: employer liability for harassment of employees by third parties 
(closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/third-party-
harassment/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Equality Act 2010: repeal of two enforcement provisions  (closing date 7 August 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equality-act-wider-
enforcement/consultation-document?view=Binary  
 
Facing Facts: EU project to improve monitoring and recording of hate crimes and 
incidents throughout the European Union  (no closing date given) 
http://www.ceji.org/facingfacts/?page_id=158 

TOP 
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