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Home Affairs 

State Opening of Parliament 

Queen’s Speech 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120509-
0001.htm#12050911000182  
 

 

Debate on the Queen’s Speech 

col 41  Mr Dodds: … I am pleased that no Bill on so-called gay marriage has been 
proposed for this Session, but I understand that it is the Government’s clear intention to 
introduce a Bill at some point. I hope that they will reconsider that in light of the fact that 
well over 500,000 people have signed the Coalition for Marriage’s petition against 
changing the definition of marriage. … 
… this issue highlights the question of whether we are prepared to connect with the views 
of the vast majority of the people we purport to represent in this House or we remain 
disconnected from the concerns of ordinary people in the community. We have already 
legislated for civil partnerships, and this issue of gay marriage does not have the support 
of people out in the country. … 
 

col 46  Simon Hughes: … I think it is entirely reasonable that in a modern society in 
which we have accepted that both gay and straight couples should be able to have 
permanent, recognised relationships, the state should allow that to happen in an equal 
way? It happens in many other places in the world and it does not mean that any 
denomination of the Church or any other faith group has to accept that, endorse it or carry 
out such ceremonies in its buildings—it is simply about saying that the state recognises it 
when two people want to live their lives as adults together. … we should recognise that 
there is a civil liberties issue at stake for many of our constituents. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120509/debtext/120509
-0002.htm  

 
 

Cabinet Office 

Charitable giving through cash points arrives this summer 
… Charity donations will be made possible at all 12,000 ATMs belonging to Royal Bank of 
Scotland and cash machine operator Bank Machine this summer … The banks taking 
part in the scheme will nominate a number of  charities and  people will be able to choose  
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who they support at the cash point.  … 
Melanie Knight, Bank Machine’s Director of Communications & Resources, said: “… We 
have received registrations of interest from over 550 charities that wish to take part. We 
have asked an independent panel to decide which charities will participate as we want to 
ensure that as many worthy causes as possible are able to take part.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/charitable-giving-through-cash-points-arrives-
summer  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Bob Russell (2) Living in the Holy Land and National Curriculum – That this House 
believes that life over the last 100 years in that part of the Middle East known as the Holy 
Land should form part of the National Curriculum for History so that pupils and students 
are taught how the State of Israel was created from the former administration of 
Palestine; and calls on the Secretary of State for Education to encourage the 
development of an outreach programme so that pupils and students can witness how 
Palestinians in the twenty first century live both in their former homelands and in refugee 
camps in neighbouring countries. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/2  
 
Bob Russell (9) Israel’s illegal action in international waters – That this House 
condemns the Israeli Navy for boarding two ships in international waters in April, the 
vessels Beethoven and Victoria; is astonished that this serious breach of international law 
went largely unreported and questions what the attitude would have been had it been any 
country other than Israel which carried out such an illegal act; is dismayed at the 
response of the UK Government to this breach of international law by saying that Israel's 
`legitimate security concerns' were good enough reasons for them to do so; and calls on 
the UK Government not to support Israel in its continuing acts of breaches of international 
law and UN resolutions in respect of illegal action in international waters and in the illegal 
occupation of the West Bank and the annexation of East Jerusalem. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/9  
 
Jeremy Corbyn (34) Administrative detention in Palestine – That this House notes the 
desperate plight of over 2,000 Palestinian political prisoners who are on hunger strike in 
protest against inhumane treatment and the denial of basic human rights including 
administrative detention, the punitive use of solitary confinement and refusal of family 
visits; further notes with concern that some prisoners are close to death; further notes the 
negligible media coverage being given to this non-violent protest; further notes the UN 
Special Rapporteur for the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Richard Falk, has called on 
the international community to act to ensure that Israel complies with international human 
rights law which it is currently violating with impunity; commends the Government for 
speaking out against the refusal of visits and the shackling of children but calls for more 
robust representations as a matter of urgency including on the incarceration of the 
Speaker and 26 members of the Palestinian Legislative Assembly most of whom are 
currently detained without charge or trial. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/34  
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-02791 Humza Yousaf: Co-op Boycott of Israeli Settlement Goods—That the 
Parliament congratulates the Co-operative Group, one of the five largest food retailers in 
the UK, on ending trade with companies that export produce from Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank; understands that it is the first major European supermarket group to do 
so; notes that, under international law, these settlements, which are in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, are illegal; believes that they have a detrimental impact 
on the daily lives of Palestinians; understands that the Palestinians are enduring 
increased violence at the hands of settlers; notes that the Co-op has stressed that this is 
a boycott of produce sourced from illegal Israeli settlements and not of all Israeli 
goods, and encourages other retailers to take similar action and boycott goods from the 
settlements. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-02791&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
 

United Nations 

UN official urges Israel to resolve Palestinian prisoners’ hunger strike issue 
The head of the United Nations agency tasked with assisting Palestinian refugees today 
urged the Israeli Government to find an acceptable solution to the issue of Palestinian 
prisoners on hunger strike, noting their demands are generally related to basic prisoners’ 
rights as stipulated in the Geneva Conventions. 
The Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East, Filippo Grandi, also voiced grave concern over the health of the more 
than 1,000 Palestinian political prisoners on hunger strike in Israeli jails. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41965&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Concerned at plight of Palestinian hunger strikers, Ban urges solution without 
delay 
 Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today stressed the importance of averting any further 
deterioration in the condition of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli custody who are on hunger 
strike, and urged everyone concerned to reach a solution to their plight without delay. 
“The Secretary-General continues to follow with concern the ongoing hunger strike by 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli custody, in particular those held in what is known as 
administrative detention,” according to information provided by his spokesperson. 
“He stresses the importance of averting any further deterioration in their condition,” the 
spokesperson added. “He reiterates that those detained must be charged and face trial 
with judicial guarantees, or released without delay.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41959&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
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** Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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