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Home Affairs 

Prorogation 

The Queen’s Speech 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501-
0001.htm#12050153000332  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Diamond Jubilee 2012: Religion 
Mr Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
funding he has allocated to encourage faith communities in the UK to organise services 
to celebrate HM the Queen’s diamond jubilee; for what purposes; and if he will make a 
statement. [105689] 

Andrew Stunell: No funding has been allocated to faith communities to organise 
services to mark the diamond jubilee, as it is not the role of Government to fund 
religious worship. However, we are keen to see people from all faiths and those of 
no religious beliefs coming together to mark this landmark in our country’s history. 
My Department is facilitating A Year of Service, a programme that is celebrating 
and linking up faith-based volunteering throughout the year. This is enabling 
people of different faiths to join together to mark the jubilee through practical 
action to benefit their communities. Ministers are also strongly encouraging 
support for the many local and neighbourhood celebrations being organised, 
including the big jubilee lunch, a large number of which have the active 
participation of faith communities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/text/120501w0
003.htm#12050242000007  
 

Halal Meat: Labelling 
Andrew Rosindell: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs what assessment she has made of the extent to which Halal products are sold 
without being labelled as such in (a) supermarkets and (b) restaurants and cafes. 
[104281] 

Mr Paice: There is no legislative requirement for products to be labelled as Halal, 
so no formal attempt has been made to collect data on the extent to which Halal 
products are sold without being labelled as such.  In principle we support the need  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501-0001.htm#12050153000332
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501-0001.htm#12050153000332
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/text/120501w0003.htm#12050242000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/text/120501w0003.htm#12050242000007
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for accurate information for consumers, but there are real practical difficulties in 
establishing traceability to identity method of slaughter to the point of 
consumption. 

Andrew Rosindell: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs what recent discussions she has had on the compulsory labelling of halal 
products. [104431] 

Mr Paice: I met with members of the food and food processing industries in early 
2011 to discuss method of slaughter labelling. We are currently reviewing the way 
the welfare of animals is protected during religious slaughter as we make 
preparations to implement EU Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing, from 1 January 2013. Meetings with members of the Jewish 
and Muslim communities took place during 2011 and the early part of 2012 in this 
context. 
In principle we support the need for accurate information for consumers but there 
are real practical difficulties in establishing traceability to identify method of 
slaughter for all meat and meat products from the point of slaughter to the point of 
consumption. An amendment to require food labels to indicate whether an animal 
has been stunned before slaughter was proposed last year by the European 
Parliament in the context of proposals for an EU Food Information for Consumers 
Regulation. This proposal was not taken up but, in subsequent discussions, a 
compromise agreement was reached which highlighted the importance of this 
issue. This proposed that the issue should be considered by the EU Commission 
in a welfare context as part of the anticipated discussion on the EU welfare 
strategy. The Commission has recently published a communication on the 
Strategy for the Protection and Welfare of Animals 2012-15 which confirms the 
Commission will be studying labelling as provided for in the agreement reached 
on the Food Information for Consumers Regulation. We look forward to early 
consideration of the Commission's proposals. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/text/120501w0
001.htm#12050228000020  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

UK-Israel Life Sciences Council 
Dr Poulter: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
assessment he has made of the work of the UK-Israel Life Sciences Council. [105783] 

Mr Willetts: The creation of the UK Israel Life Sciences Council (LSC) was 
announced by the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), during his visit to 
Israel in November 2010, in order to enhance scientific collaboration between the 
two countries. 
The first meeting of the LSC took place in January 2011 and decided to focus on 
Regenerative Medicine—an area in which both countries have much to offer each 
other. A fund of £10 million for a period of five years, raised mostly from private 
sources, will support this effort. 
The first call for proposals and the first UK-Israel Regenerative Medicine 
Conference took place last year. A large number of joint UK-IL research proposals 
have already been received and are currently under review. 
I believe the  LSC is a very  useful  forum for  focusing  UK and  Israeli joint efforts  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/text/120501w0001.htm#12050228000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/text/120501w0001.htm#12050228000020
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and is providing guidance and advice to the Regenerative Medicine initiative. The 
next meeting of the LSC will take place in Israel 20-21 May 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/text/120501w0
002.htm#12050228000071  
 

Religious Freedom 
Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the respect 
for legal guarantees of freedom of worship for all faiths within the state of 
Israel.[HL16837] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Government place a high priority on the right to freedom of 
religion for all. 
The UK is not aware of specific legal restrictions placed upon worshippers in the 
state of Israel to practise their religion. All Israeli citizens are free to worship 
according to their own beliefs. 
Israel's declaration of independence calls for the establishment of a Jewish state 
with equal social and political rights for all citizens, irrespective of religion, race or 
sex. We urge the application of the declaration of independence and Israeli law to 
all citizens of Israel. 
The Government regularly discuss these issues with religious leaders of all faiths, 
and with the relevant authorities, including raising specific cases as appropriate 
and discussing ways of protecting holy sites across Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the degree 
of religious freedom of Christians within (a) Gaza and (b) the West Bank.[HL16838] 

Lord Howell of Guildford:The Government place a high priority on the right to 
freedom of religion for all. 
The UK is not aware of specific legal restrictions placed upon Christians in Gaza 
or the West Bank to practise their religion. However, we remain deeply concerned 
about restrictions on freedom of movement. Palestinian Christian communities are 
primarily concentrated in Bethlehem, Ramallah and East Jerusalem. Travel by 
Palestinians between these places remains very difficult due to Israeli restrictions 
on freedom of movement. Palestinian Christians may also, like Palestinians of 
other faiths, face other restrictions as a result of the policies of the respective 
authorities exercising control over the occupied Palestinian Territories. 
The Government regularly discuss these issues with religious leaders of all faiths, 
and with the relevant authorities, including raising specific cases as appropriate 
and discussing ways of protecting holy sites across the occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the degree 
of religious freedom of Arab Christians in the Near East.[HL16839] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: In Lebanon, the rights of Christians are enshrined in 
the national pact and the constitution, with a Christian designated as President of 
Lebanon. The UK is not aware of specific legal restrictions placed upon Christians 
in Lebanon to practise their religion. The same is true of Jordan, Israel and the 
occupied Palestinian Territories, where Christians are free to worship according to 
their own beliefs. 
However, we remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement in the occupied Palestinian Territories. Palestinian Christian 
communities are primarily concentrated in Bethlehem, Ramallah and East 
Jerusalem. Travel by Palestinians between these places remains very difficult due 
to Israeli restrictions on freedom of movement. Palestinian Christians may also, 
like Palestinians of other faiths, face other restrictions as a result of the policies of 
the respective authorities exercising control over the occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/text/120501w0002.htm#12050228000071
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/text/120501w0002.htm#12050228000071
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In Syria, the regime's actions continue to undermine the stability and security of 
Syria and therefore endanger all of Syria's citizens, including Christians and other 
religious minorities. In recent contact with Syrian oppositionists, the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the 
Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has made clear that oppositionists 
should make clear their intention to ensure equal rights for all. 
The Government regularly discuss these issues with religious leaders of all faiths, 
and with the relevant authorities, including raising specific cases as appropriate 
and discussing ways of protecting holy sites across the Near East. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0002.htm#120
50150000895  
 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will ask the United Nations 
Security Council to consider any recent attempts to alter the demographic balance in 
occupied East Jerusalem.[HL16828] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The United Nations Security Council considers the situation in Israel 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on a monthly basis, most recently at an 
open debate on 23 April 2012. 
During this debate, the UK condemned the decision by Israel to publish tenders 
for 872 units in the illegal Israeli settlement of Har Homa, across the Green Line in 
East Jerusalem. The UK also urged the Israeli Government to desist from further 
settlement announcements, given their illegality under international law, as well as 
the threat settlements pose to the two state-solution and to international efforts to 
enable peace. 
We remain concerned by any attempt to alter the demographic balance in East 
Jerusalem or elsewhere in the occupied Palestinian Territories and will continue to 
raise our concerns within appropriate international fora. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0001.htm#120
50150000878  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they last made representations to 
the Government of Israel about the proposed evictions of Palestinian residents from 
Silwan, the proposed King David Tourist Park in East Jerusalem, and the 
continuing revocations of residency rights for Palestinians and the increase in the settler 
population in East Jerusalem; and with what result in each case.[HL16827] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We have many concerns about Israeli actions in East Jerusalem, 
which we consider to be occupied territory. These concerns include the removal of 
residency rights from Palestinians; the evictions of Palestinians and demolition of 
Palestinian property; the construction of illegal Israeli settlements; possible 
unilateral changes to the municipal borders; and severe difficulties of access to 
Jerusalem for Palestinians from the West Bank or for those residents of 
Jerusalem who live beyond the separation barrier. 
Through our Embassy in Tel Aviv and in direct contact with senior Israeli 
politicians and senior officials, we have lobbied the appropriate Israeli authorities 
on the wide range of issues connected with East Jerusalem. 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my hon Friend the member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) most 
recently raised the general issue of evictions and demolitions during the visit by 
the Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Dan Meridor on 19 March 2012, and Israeli 
plans for the City of David National Park in Al Bustan area of Silwan in East 
Jerusalem  on 23  February  2012  with  the  Israeli  Ambassador to  London.  Our  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0002.htm#12050150000895
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0002.htm#12050150000895
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0001.htm#12050150000878
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0001.htm#12050150000878
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Ambassador to Tel Aviv has also regularly raised our concerns with the Interior 
Ministry, National Security Adviser and other senior Israeli officials and politicians. 
When last raised with the Jerusalem Municipality, we were assured that the 
Municipality had no plans to conduct wide-scale demolitions in Silwan in the 
immediate future. 
We continue to work closely with the European Union and other international 
partners and to call on Israel to ease restrictions on movement and access. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0001.htm#120
50150000879  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Howell of Guildford on 23 April (WA 353), when they expect consideration by the 
European Union of further measures designed to limit expansion of Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied Territories and to deter violence by settlers against local inhabitants, 
including bans on entry to the European Union, to be completed.[HL16830] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The European Union Foreign Affairs Council (EUFAC) most recently 
discussed the Middle East peace process at their meeting on 23 April 2012. 
European Union (EU) Foreign Ministers took note of Baroness Ashton's briefing 
on the peace process in her role as EU representative to the Quartet, including on 
the statement issued by the Quartet on 11 April 2012. Ministers noted the concern 
expressed by the Quartet over unilateral and provocative actions by either party, 
including continued settlement activity, as well as over settler violence and 
incitement in the West Bank. 
There was broad consensus among Ministers at the EUFAC on the need for 
further EU action on settlements. This was primarily driven by increasing concern 
about the threat settlements pose to the viability of a two-state solution. 
The EUFAC agreed to review this issue at the next EUFAC meeting on 14 May, 
with a substantive discussion and EUFAC conclusions. 
The Government are increasingly concerned about illegal settlement activity and 
the actions of violent settlers, and their impact on peace and stability. The UK, 
together with our EU partners, fully supports the efforts of the EU High 
Representative to maintain focus on these critical issues. 
The full statement of the Quartet on 11 April can be found 
at: www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/129513.
pdf  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0001.htm#120
50150000880  
 
 

United Nations 

UN human rights expert ‘appalled’ by ongoing violations in Israeli prisons 
An independent United Nations expert today said he was appalled by the ongoing human 
rights violations in Israeli prisons amid a wave of hunger strikes by Palestinian prisoners. 
More than 1,000 Palestinian prisoners began an open-ended hunger strike two weeks 
ago on 17 April – Palestinian Prisoners Day – to protest against unjust arrest procedures, 
arbitrary detention and bad prison conditions, according to a news release issued by the 
UN human rights office. 
Prison authorities have reportedly taken punitive measures against those on hunger 
strike, including by denying them family and lawyer visits, confiscating their personal 
belongings and placing them in solitary confinement, the news release added. 
“I am appalled by the continuing human  rights  violations in  Israeli prisons and I urge the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0001.htm#12050150000879
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0001.htm#12050150000879
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/129513.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/129513.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0001.htm#12050150000880
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120501w0001.htm#12050150000880
http://ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12102&LangID=E
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Government of Israel to respect its international human rights obligations towards all 
Palestinian prisoners,” said Richard Falk, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967. … 
“Israel must treat those prisoners on hunger strike in accordance with international 
standards, including by allowing the detainees visits from their family members,” Mr. Falk 
added. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41901&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 

The 2010-12 session of parliament has prorogued and this Bill will make no further 
progress. 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-12/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
** Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 

The Bill failed to complete its passage through Parliament before the end of the session. 
This means the Bill will make no further progress. 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/debtext/120501
-0001.htm#12050149000006  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
 

Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/debtext/120501-0001.htm#12050149000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120501/debtext/120501-0001.htm#12050149000006
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
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http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
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Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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