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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliamentary Question 

Extremism 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what actions it is taking to combat far right extremism. (S4O-01295)  

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is committed to creating a society in 
which intolerance and prejudice have no place and in building trust, respect and 
understanding within Scotland’s multi-faith and multi-cultural society.  
Prejudice and intolerance can fracture communities and undermine community 
cohesion and at its extremes can give rise to serious criminal behaviour. That is 
why we give priority to work on community safety, support programmes 
to promote equality, tackle discrimination and hate crime. It is also why we work 
closely with police colleagues through, among other things, the Scottish 
Preventing Violent Extremism Unit, to create a safer Scotland within which there is 
no place for violent extremism of any kind.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-01295&ResultsPerPage=10 

 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

Animal Welfare at the Time of Slaughter  
includes: 
Byron Davies: … the British Veterinary Association … supports stunning prior to 
slaughter and wants to see any food that has not been stunned for religious reasons 
labelled. I agree and fully support that view and ask the Minister to give it due 
consideration. … 

 

Mohammad Asghar: … My point is about Halal meat. There is a very wrong public 
perception that animals are treated inhumanely in slaughterhouses in order to produce 
Halal meat. However, it has been scientifically proven by a German university, which took 
an electroencephalogram and electrocardiogram of animals, that slaughtering in the Halal 
way causes the least pain to animals. We produce 15 million sheep here and thousands 
of cattle. My main concern is that our economy is losing money. Most sheep are taken to 
England to be slaughtered  and come back here for  consumption,  because there are not  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-01295&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-01295&ResultsPerPage=10
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very many Halal slaughterhouses in Wales. Therefore, we have a great opportunity in 
Wales for economic development. We must not listen to other lobby groups, such as the 
vegetarian and animal right groups, because it has been proven that Halal meat is the 
best to be consumed by human beings. … 

 

The Minister for Environment and Sustainable Development (John Griffiths): … 
There will be an opportunity for stakeholders and interested parties to provide comments 
on non-stun methods of slaughter. The Welsh Government will obtain views and gain 
evidence for the development of discussions with faith communities, which can take 
place following the implementation of the EU regulations. Therefore, the matters that 
Mohammad Asghar mentioned and concerns and views from faith communities in Wales 
will, I am sure, be a part of the discussions that the Welsh Government will be keen to 
have. …  
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=238825&ds=9%2F2012#07  

 
 

Welsh Government 

New plans to protect animals at the time of killing 
Plans aimed at protecting the welfare of animals at the time of their killing have been 
launched by Environment Minister, John Griffiths. … [He] said: “Wales has a strong 
record in animal welfare. Whilst we welcome the EU Regulation to improve the treatment 
of animals at the time of their killing across Europe, we are keen to ensure that the best 
welfare standards are achieved for animals at the time of their slaughter here in Wales. 
We also want to look at the welfare of the very small percentage of animals that are 
currently slaughtered in Wales without stunning and whether we can improve welfare in 
these instances. These are emotive issues for a range of groups so I would urge anyone 
with an interest to feed into the consultation.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2012/120924timeofkilling/?lan
g=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

United Nations 

At General Debate, Iran’s President calls for new world order and restructured UN 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad today called for a “just and fair” new world order 
…  
President Ahmadinejad … cited, however, “continued threats by the uncivilized Zionists to 
resort to military action against our great nation” as a clear example of the current world 
order of unilateralism and intimidation. ‘Zionists’ is reportedly the term he uses for Israel 
which, according to media reports, is prepared to use force to try to prevent Iran from 
reaching nuclear weapons capability.  In another reference to Israel, the Iranian leader 
called it a “fake government” imposed on occupied Palestine, and criticized “the hegemonic 
policies and actions of world Zionism.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43040&Cr=general+debate&Cr1=#.UGSa
VfmwDGI  
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Other Relevant Information 

Faith Matters 

A Study of the English Defence League: The Faith Hate Report 
… Christian organisations should be doing far more to combat the appeal of far-right 
groups such as the English Defence League (EDL), according to counter-extremism 
organisation, Faith Matters. The comments from Faith Matters coincides with the launch 
of research into the appeal of the EDL among faith communities, particularly among a 
small element of Christian, Jewish, Sikh and Hindu figures. … 
Main Findings 

 The EDL uses mainly Christian symbolism in its promotion and publicity material, 
 Some within faith communities believe that by allying with the EDL they can 

marginalise and stigmatise Muslims, 
 Building community resilience against such hate is vital – anti-hate groups in other 

faith communities, such as the Luton Faiths Forum, Community Security Trust, the 
Turban Campaign and Sikhs Against the EDL, should be more fully supported, 

 The UK government needs to look at how groups such as the EDL are financed 
internationally, via a network of supporters in the ‘counter jihadist’ network 
(particularly the USA), 

 The Jewish Defence League needs to be effectively outlawed in the UK for inciting 
extreme hatred against Muslims. 

http://faith-matters.org/  
 

A Study of the English Defence League: The Faith Hate Report 
http://faith-matters.org/images/stories/edl%20report.pdf  
 

 

Quilliam 

No compulsion in religion: an Islamic case against blasphemy laws 
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/publications/free/no-
compulsion-in-religion.pdf  

 

 

European Network Against Racism 
Hate crime victims finally recognised with European Parliament vote on Victims’ 
Directive 
… The European Parliament’s vote is a great step forward in protecting victims of hate 
crime in the most appropriate way, and in making sure that irregular migrants - the most 
vulnerable - are not abandoned to their fate if they fall victim to a crime”, said Chibo 
Onyeji, ENAR Chair. “We now hope the EU Council of Member States will follow the 
Parliament’s example.  Ethnic and religious minority groups face racist crime and 
violence on a daily basis across Europe but this reality is at worst denied, and at best 
underestimated. In addition, evidence shows that hate crimes cause greater harm than 
ordinary crimes because of the ripple effect it has on entire communities. The 2010-11 
British Crime Survey indicates that higher proportions of victims of hate crime reported 
feelings of shock, fear, depression, anxiety, panic attacks, loss of confidence, difficulty 
sleeping, compared with victims of similar non-hate crimes.  The report adopted by the 
European Parliament also calls on EU Member States to systematically collect data on 
reported crimes and on the victims of crime. This is crucial to assess whether hate crime 
is on the rise and for the EU to take informed action to tackle the problems identified. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://cms.horus.be/files/99935/MediaArchive/pdfpress/2012-09-12%20-
%20crime%20victims%20EP%20vote.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
 
DEFRA: Welfare of animals at the time of killing (closing date 24 October 2012) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/09/13/animal-welfare-killing/  
 
Scottish Government: The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the 
protection of animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill (closing date 30 October 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2012/september/small-charitable-donations-bill/ 
 
Welsh Government: EU Regulation 1099/2009 – Protection of Animals at Time of 
Killing (closing date 5 November 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/
?lang=en  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/09/13/animal-welfare-killing/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2012/september/small-charitable-donations-bill/
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/?lang=en

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Other Relevant Information
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

