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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical Questions: Justice 
Jim Shannon (Strangford) (DUP): The recent decision by the European Court of 
Human Rights ruled against Christians who were penalised for wearing a cross at work 
or taking a stand for their religious beliefs. That has caused great concern, and many 
people are asking where is the protection and religious freedom for Christians. What 
steps will be taken to prevent the erosion of justice for those with Christian beliefs, and to 
provide people with the protection that they should—and must—have? 

Damian Green: The Government support people’s right to wear a cross, and the 
law requires employers to consider whether any provisions or criteria that they 
adopt would disadvantage employees of any religion. We have discussed court 
actions in a previous Question Time, and common sense is important on behalf of 
both courts and employers, so as to allow the legitimate expression of religious 
views in the workplace. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120918/debtext/12091
8-0001.htm#12091825000033  
 

 

Culture, Media and Sport Committee 

Racism in Football 
vol 1 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmcumeds/89/89.pdf  

vol 2 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmcumeds/89/89vw.pdf  
 
 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister’s Rosh Hashanah message 
Prime Minister David Cameron has offered his best wishes to the Jewish community for 
Rosh Hashanah – the Jewish New Year. 
Mr Cameron said: “I am delighted to send my best wishes to the Jewish community in the 
UK, in Israel and around the world as you celebrate Rosh Hashanah. It is my hope that 
the new year is one which  brings  us  closer  to  lasting  peace  for  Israel  and  the  wider  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120918/debtext/120918-0001.htm#12091825000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120918/debtext/120918-0001.htm#12091825000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmcumeds/89/89.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmcumeds/89/89vw.pdf
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region. I would like to wish you and your families a very Happy New Year. L’Shanah 
Tovah U’Metuka (to a happy and sweet new year).” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/rosh-hashanah-message/  

 
 

Communities and Local Government 

Minister for Faith and Communities meets with Archbishop of Westminster 
Baroness Warsi … said: "Ever since I have been in Government I have been making the 
case for faith and I am delighted to be taking on a dual role in which I can focus on 
continuing to do so. I will be working closely with religious leaders, and communities of 
different faiths and none … particularly on issues of faith and religious freedom." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2219865  

TOP 
 

 

 
 

Holocaust 

Communities and Local Government 

Eric Pickles at the Holocaust Educational Trust Appeal Dinner 2012 
… Remembrance is not to be confused with memory. Remembrance is the conscious 
effort: to step into somebody else's shoes; to light a candle for the generation that has 
gone before; to cast light on the millions of lives snuffed out; to illuminate the lost 
byways, the forgotten streets, the villages ransacked of life and laughter. 
Remembrance fills the void statistics leaves behind. It tells us who was the mother, the 
father, the daughter, the son. It helps us imagine who might have lit up their community. 
Who might have become the next Einstein, or the next Ludgwig Guttman. The Jewish 
refugee from Nazism who founded the fantastic Paralympics. 
And there is no better aid to remembrance than education. So I want to pay tribute to the 
Holocaust Educational Trust for your work. It makes me proud to think, almost a quarter 
of a century on from your founding by Lord Janner and the late Lord Rees, that you 
continue to shine a light into history's darkest recesses. To provide teaching resources to 
classrooms and campuses. To send out hugely impressive volunteers. … 
And, of course, the Trust continues to send young people to witness despair's cul de sac 
at Auschwitz Birkenau. Having made that journey myself I know it never leaves you. Nor 
the chill of realising that destructive hate could strike, not in some medieval dark age, but 
in our modern world. In the cradle of our Western civilisation. … 
It is a profound challenge that forces us to confront Primo Levi's terrible truth that: "It 
happened, therefore it can happen again". 
Because Holocaust remembrance is never just about the past, it is a shofar blast to us 
here today. A shofar blast against prejudice. A shofar blast against discrimination. A 
shofar blast that would deny hate any sanctuary, any refuge, any hiding place. So future 
generations might walk our streets without fear. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/newsroom/holocaustappealdinner  
 

TOP 
 

 

 
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/rosh-hashanah-message/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2219865
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/newsroom/holocaustappealdinner
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether any 
members of the Israeli security forces have attended training courses in the UK 
provided by her Department in each of the last five years. [120355] 

James Brokenshire: The Home Office and Serious Organised Crime Agency, 
National Policing Improvement Agency, UK Border Agency, and Immigration 
and Passport Service, have not provided any UK-based training to Israeli 
security forces in the last five years. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120918/text/120918w
0002.htm#12091844000015  

 
Palestinians 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether the UK will vote in favour of recognising Palestine as a non-member observer 
state at the United Nations General Assembly. [121232] 

Alistair Burt: No proposal has been put to the United Nations General 
Assembly on this issue. 
We see negotiations towards a two state solution as the best way to meet the 
national aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians and lead to a sovereign, viable 
and contiguous Palestinian state living in peace and security alongside a safe 
and secure Israel and their other neighbours in the region.' 
If the Palestinian Authority does turn to the United Nations General Assembly, 
the UK will use its vote in a way that makes a return to negotiations more likely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120917/text/120917w
0001.htm#12091715000046  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (540) Israeli threat to attack Iran – That this House notes the 
massive military build-up of US and UK naval forces in the Gulf; further notes that this is 
apparently in preparation for an expected military attack by Israel on nuclear facilities in 
Iran; believes that such an attack would be entirely unjustified and threatens a 
conflagration in the Middle East which is already a tinder box; and urges the Government 
to withdraw forces from the Gulf and instead to do everything possible to dissuade Israel 
from pursuing this disastrous course of action in which tens of thousands of people may 
lose their lives. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/540  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-04146 Sandra White: Remembering Sabra and Shatila—That the Parliament 
notes with great sadness the 30th anniversary of the massacre of thousands of innocent 
civilians in the refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila in Beirut; further notes that 60 years 
after the setting up of these camps Palestinians still remain refugees, and calls on all 
members to support recognition of Palestine as a state alongside the state of Israel, as 
stated by the UN. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04146&ResultsPerPage=10 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120918/text/120918w0002.htm#12091844000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120918/text/120918w0002.htm#12091844000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120917/text/120917w0001.htm#12091715000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120917/text/120917w0001.htm#12091715000046
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/540
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04146&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04146&ResultsPerPage=10
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European Parliament 

International Trade MEPs recommend easing EU-Israel pharmaceutical trade 
EU-certified pharmaceuticals could be exported to Israel and vice-versa without requiring 
additional certification in the importing country under a mutual recognition deal endorsed 
by the International Trade Committee on Tuesday. But to take effect, the deal must be 
approved by Parliament as whole. 
Medicinal products certified in the EU would be considered certified in Israel and vice 
versa under the agreement … [and] would remove technical barriers to trade, cutting 
manufacturers' costs and enabling them to get their products to market faster. … 
The committee — which gave its consent to the ACAA with 15 votes in favour, 13 against 
and 2 abstentions — was split over concerns, stated in an oral question to Commission in 
June, as to whether the conclusion of the protocol, which MEPs have been debating for 
more than two years already, could undermine the EU's firm condemnation of Israeli 
policy towards the Palestinians. 
MEPs in favour of the ACAA protocol argued that it is merely a technical addition to the 
existing Association Agreement, which already requires Israel to observe human rights 
and cooperate with respect to the Occupied Territories. The EU also has a technical 
arrangement with Israel whereby goods produced in the Occupied Territories can be 
identified at the border and denied preferential treatment, they added. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120917IPR51510/html/Inter
national-Trade-MEPs-recommend-easing-EU-Israel-pharmaceutical-trade  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the spokesperson of EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on 
the deteriorating health condition of Samer al-Barq and Hassan Safadi, 
Palestinians held in administrative detention in Israel 
The High Representative is following with great concern reports about the deteriorating 
health condition of Samer al-Barq and Hassan Safadi, Palestinians held in administrative 
detention without charge in Israel who are both on an extended hunger strike. She 
requests the Government of Israel to do all it can to preserve the health of Mr al-Barq and 
Mr Safad in its continued handling of their respective cases. She also reiterates the EU’s 
longstanding concern about the extensive use by Israel of administrative detention 
orders.  The High Representative is also following the case of Ayman Sharawna, a 
Palestinian prisoner on hunger strike, whose condition is reported to be critical. She has 
urged all sides to abide by the terms of the agreement reached between the Israeli prison 
authorities and prisoner representatives on 14 May 2012.” 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/132456.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

Citing lack of progress, UN envoy urges Israelis and Palestinians to step up peace 
efforts 
The United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process today said 
that the lack of progress between Israelis and Palestinians on the political track and the 
continuing conflict and occupation put at risk the viability of the two-State solution. 
“There is no more sobering a manifestation of such a risk than the financial and economic 
crisis currently afflicting the Palestinian Authority (PA) … The main obstacles remain 
political: the unresolved issues between  the parties,  the  continued  occupation  and  the  
ongoing Palestinian divide. But we can no longer simply count on the pursuit of short-term  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120917IPR51510/html/International-Trade-MEPs-recommend-easing-EU-Israel-pharmaceutical-trade
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120917IPR51510/html/International-Trade-MEPs-recommend-easing-EU-Israel-pharmaceutical-trade
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/132456.pdf
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mutual confidence-building measures aimed at starting talks. Such measures are not 
alternatives for a negotiated peace.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42913&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UFnmjqS3jGI  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
 
Welfare of animals at the time of killing (closing date 24 October 2012) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/09/13/animal-welfare-killing/  
 
The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill (closing date 30 October 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2012/september/small-charitable-donations-bill/ 
 

TOP 
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