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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what estimate he has made of the number of nuclear weapons in Israel. [119809] 

Alistair Burt: We have regular discussions with the Government of Israel on a 
wide range of nuclear-related issues. Israel has not declared a nuclear weapons 
programme. We encourage Israel to sign up to the non-proliferation treaty and call 
on them to agree a Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120906/text/120906w0
002.htm#12090635000036  
 

Middle East 
Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has had discussions with his counterpart in the Israeli government on that 
government's response to the requirement in UNSC Resolution 1860 that it should 
reopen crossing points to Gaza. [118769] 

Alistair Burt: In close co-ordination with our EU partners, we continue to press 
the Israeli Government to ease access restrictions on Gaza. As I saw when I 
visited in July 2011 the Israeli restrictions on movements of goods and people do 
tremendous damage to the economy and living standards of ordinary people in 
Gaza. The current situation fosters radicalisation and empowers Hamas, while 
punishing the ordinary people of Gaza. An improved economy is not only 
essential for the people of Gaza, but firmly in Israel's security interests. 

Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
information his Department holds on whether EU research funding has been granted to 
Israeli companies that operate in illegal settlements in each year since 2005. [118779] 

Alistair Burt: We are strongly opposed to Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories: they are illegal under international law and an obstacle to 
peace. No UK public funds have gone in direct support of settlements. We 
understand that Ahava Dead Sea Laboratories received an EU contribution 
totalling 1.13 million Euros under the Fifth and Seventh Framework Programmes 
for Research, Development and Technological Development. We are following up 
with the European Commission to outline our concerns. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for  Foreign and  Commonwealth  Affairs  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120906/text/120906w0002.htm#12090635000036
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what recent representations he has made to the government of Israel about the 
applications made to the Israeli High Court of Justice by the organisation Kfar Adumim 
calling for the Israeli Civil Administration to demolish the Jahalin School in Khan Al 
Ahmar; and if he will make a statement. [118919] 

Alistair Burt: This issue was raised most recently by our ambassador to Israel 
and our Consul-General in Jerusalem when they called on Israel's Co-ordinator of 
Government Activities in the Territories on 17 July. 
We have been informed that on 13 September, a panel of three judges of the 
Israeli High Court of Justice will hear the petition in order to reach a verdict, 
whether to accept the petition to demolish the school or to deny the petition. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on the proposed demolition 
of homes in the Al-Bustan neighbourhood of East Jerusalem. [119381] 

Alistair Burt: We have raised this issue with the Israeli Minister of Interior, the 
Israeli ambassador to the UK and the Municipality of Jerusalem. 
We are urging Israel to desist from the demolitions and evictions, which we 
consider to be contrary to Israel's obligations under international humanitarian 
law, harmful to the peace process, as well as causing unnecessary suffering to 
ordinary Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120906/text/120906w0
002.htm#12090635000037  
 

Middle East 
Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has had discussions with his counterparts in the Israeli government on 
permitting Palestinians living in Jerusalem to vote in Palestinian elections. [118778] 

Alistair Burt: We welcome the news that there are to be local elections held in 
the West Bank on 20 October. 
This Government looks to all parties to facilitate elections in the areas under their 
control and to help ensure a free and fair electoral process. We have not recently 
raised the specific issue of voting rights of Palestinians living in Jerusalem with 
the Government of Israel. Local Palestinian elections are not held in East 
Jerusalem, as they are seen as too contentious and a final status issue. 

Jonathan Reynolds: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what steps he is taking to continue the UK's support for human rights non-
governmental organisations in the Middle East. [118794] 

Alistair Burt: Support for human rights non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
is a vital element of our effort to promote and protect universal human rights in the 
Middle East. We provide support through a variety of funding sources, including 
the Human Rights and Democracy Programme Fund, the Conflict Pool and 
country programmes led by the Department for International Development. Our 
£110 million Arab Partnership Fund, launched last year, has also increased our 
investment in supporting the people of the region to build more open and 
accountable societies, with greater respect for the rule of law and human rights. 
Examples of our support include funding for B'Tselem, an Israeli NGO that uses 
deterrence, accountability and public awareness to improve human rights in the 
West Bank and the Gaza strip. In Jordan we work with the Adaleh Center to 
combat torture and to improve the application of international fair trial standards. 
In Syria, we are providing urgent training and equipment to human rights activists, 
including cameras, video recorders and forensic equipment. Britain has already 
trained more than 60 Syrian human rights activists to collect information to 
support criminal investigations. We are also working with Saferworld, a UK NGO, 
to promote women's political participation within the broader context of promoting 
gender equality and women's empowerment in Egypt, Libya and Yemen. 
The UK places great value on the  important role  played by  human  rights  NGOs  
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and as well as providing support, we seek to regularly consult them. The 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague's), Human Rights Advisory Group 
includes the heads of several UK based human rights NGOs as well as human 
rights legal practitioners and convenes every six months. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120907/text/120907w0
001.htm#12090719000023  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary expresses disappointment at Israeli decision to upgrade Ariel 
College 
I am very disappointed by last night’s decision by the Israeli Cabinet to approve the 
potential upgrading of Ariel College. This would lead to the creation of Israel’s first 
university beyond the Green Line, in a settlement illegal under international law. It would 
further entrench the presence of settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and 
create an additional barrier to peace with the Palestinians. 
“This move is particularly regrettable because it comes at a time of rapidly expanding co-
operation between UK and Israeli universities, and when the British Government has 
taken a firm stand against those who seek to undermine Israel’s legitimacy by boycotting 
educational and cultural institutions. I call on the Government of Israel to reconsider its 
approach as a matter of urgency. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=808534782  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
 
The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
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