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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Burial Space 
includes: 
col 355  Mr Amess: … For some groups, religious doctrine completely rules out 
cremation. For instance, Jewish people, Muslims and, until recently, those of my own 
faith—the Catholics—disapprove of cremation, while modern environmentalists object to 
the environmental impact of cremation and prefer natural or green burials. …  

 

col 358  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice (Mrs Helen 
Grant): … Burial was the only option available for people to dispose of their loved ones 
after death until the early 20th century, when national legislation to allow cremation was 
passed. Subsequently, the Roman Catholic Church has lifted its ban on the practice, and 
cremation has become an increasingly popular choice of funeral. As my hon. Friend said, 
cremation now accounts for about 70% of funerals in England and Wales. That of course 
means that about 30% of deaths still lead to a burial. Some 150,000 burials are carried 
out each year. Indeed, as my hon. Friend mentioned, for some faith groups, including 
Muslims, Orthodox Jews and followers of the Greek and Russian Orthodox Churches, 
burial is a religious requirement. For other faith groups, although cremation is not 
forbidden, burial remains a preferred option. The Government will continue to support 
people’s decisions to bury their loved ones after death. … 
In 2005, the previous Government conducted a survey of burial grounds. It indicated that 
existing burial grounds could remain in operation for approximately 30 years on the basis 
of current levels of demand. … we have not yet reached the stage where the position is 
critical or requires Government intervention. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120905/debtext/12090
5-0004.htm#12090536000002  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Alan Beith (439) Recognition of Sir Ludwig Guttmann – That this House supports the 
Jewish News' campaign for Sir Ludwig Guttmann, the founder of the Paralympics, to be 
formally recognised by the Olympic Authorities; calls on the London Development Legacy 
Corporation,  the Government and all  relevant  authorities to recognise  Sir Ludwig in the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120905/debtext/120905-0004.htm#12090536000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120905/debtext/120905-0004.htm#12090536000002
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post-Games Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park; notes that Sir Ludwig represents triumph in 
the face of adversity after he fled Nazi Germany and later became head of Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital's National Spinal Injury Centre which led him to establish the first 
Games for the disabled in 1948 which eventually paved the way for the realisation of his 
dream of a parallel Olympics for disabled people in 1960; and considers that it is 
therefore fitting, in this year of Olympic and Paralympic triumph for Great Britain, that Sir 
Ludwig Guttmann is formally recognised so that generations to come can be inspired by 
his significant contribution to the Paralympic movement. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/439  

 
 

Scottish Government 

Cabinet changes announced 
Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon … will now become Cabinet Secretary for 
Infrastructure, Investment and Cities, playing a key role in the Scottish Government’s 
programme for economic recovery. She will also take lead responsibility for Government 
Strategy and the Constitution, including preparations for the independence referendum. 
Alex Neil will become Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing … 
… Margaret Burgess, MSP for Cunninghame South, who will become new Minister for 
Housing and Welfare … 
Humza Yousaf, MSP for Glasgow, joins the Government as Minister for External Affairs 
and International Development reporting to Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External 
Affairs Fiona Hyslop. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/09/scottish-cabinet05092012  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Munich Olympics Massacre 
includes: 
col 101WH  Bob Blackman: … it was right that we remembered the fallen of two world 
wars and, of course, the victims of the 7/7 terrorist attacks, but the one thing that was not 
mentioned was the darkest hour of the Olympic games—the Munich massacre. I think 
that it is indeed shameful that the International Olympic Committee could not find one 
minute during the six weeks of the games to commemorate the victims of the worst 
terrorist attack in Olympic history. … 
A memorial service in remembrance of those who had died was held on 6 September 
[1972] and was attended by 80,000 spectators and 3,000 athletes. During the memorial 
service, the Olympic flag was flown at half mast. That overwhelming attendance and 
mass mourning was echoed at the 1976 Olympics, where, during the opening ceremony, 
the Israeli national flag was adorned with a black ribbon. 
However, there has been nothing since. This year marks the 40th anniversary of the 
Munich massacre, yet until this year, in a remarkable state of apathy, there had been no 
further commemoration. … 
Mr Rogge is on the record as saying that he feels that the opening ceremony “is an 
atmosphere that is not fit to remember such a tragic incident.” 
However, that is wholly inconsistent with past opening ceremonies. The 2002 winter 
games in Salt Lake City justifiably included a  number of references and  tributes to those  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/439
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lost or injured in the 9/11 attacks. The same point can be made in regard to the tragic 
death of Georgian luge slider Nodar Kumaritashvili, who died during a practice run at the 
2010 Vancouver Olympic games. … 
I am certain that had the 11 murdered Olympians been from any country other than Israel 
we would not be having this debate. The IOC would have organised a memorial at each 
and every subsequent Olympic games. … 

 

col 105WH  Philip Hollobone:  … 1972 was no more than 27 years after 6 million Jews 
were led to their deaths in German extermination camps. The Munich Olympics were 
meant to be Germany’s rehabilitation—if you like—in the international world order. … 
The presence of the Israeli team at the Olympic games was a very important part of that 
… and it was therefore even more terrible that it was the Israeli team that was targeted 
by Palestinian terrorists. … 
I simply do not accept the reason given by the terrorists for the Munich massacre, which 
was to raise the profile of the Palestinian dispute among the audience of the world … It 
was simply illegitimate for the Palestinians to say that the only way to attract world 
attention was by committing such atrocities. It was one of the many wrong decisions 
taken by the Palestinians in the furtherance of their aims. … 
Even today, Palestinian groups hail as martyrs the terrorists who were killed, and hold up 
the Munich attack as a good example of the sort of activity that Palestinians should 
undertake to highlight their cause. That is completely wrongheaded. Would not it have 
been wonderful, on the 40th anniversary of the massacre, for the Arab League to come 
out with a statement condemning the events in Munich in 1972? If we are ever to get a 
resolution to the middle east crisis, we will need such gestures from the Arab world as an 
attempt to go some way towards healing the wounds of the past. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120905/halltext/120905
h0001.htm#12090526000001  
 

col 109WH  John Mann: … If, in 1972, it had been 11 Americans or Britons, Germans, 
French, Canadians, Chinese or Russians who had been murdered, there would have 
been, in some way, a small symbolic but significant reference to it in every Olympics. … 
The real outrage … are the excuses that were given, such as there will be some people 
who would object. That is the nub of the problem. Who would object? … Anyone who 
would object has no place in an Olympic games. … 
Double standards when it comes to Jewish people and Israel have no place in the 
modern world. We see double standards when it comes to anything Israeli, and that is a 
major problem. The Olympic ideal should counter that in its very essence … 

 

col 112 WH  Graham Evans: … Such appalling events should not be forgotten. … The 
International Olympic Committee has said: “We must consider what this could do to other 
delegations that are hostile to Israel.” In my view, that is simply unacceptable. If someone 
is prepared to boycott the Olympics because of a simple memorial for murdered Israelis, 
why would we want them to attend anyway? … 

 

col 113WH Tessa Jowell: The event we are commemorating is an affront to the Talmud, 
which states that taking a single life is like destroying an entire world. Something of the 
innocence of the Olympic movement was lost on that day. Children lost their fathers, 
mothers lost their sons, and wives lost their husbands. As the ages of those who were 
killed suggest, lives with enormous potential were simply extinguished. We have only our 
sense of national outrage, and our private speculations about the potential that would 
never be realised. As with all such moments—9/11, 7/7 and September 1972—we can all 
remember where we were on that day 40 years ago, because the sense of 
incomprehensible tragedy and the violation of the very essence of the Olympics lives on 
in our collective memory. This was an attack on not just Israeli athletes, but on the values 
and spirit of the entire Olympic movement. The memory of the tragedy remains not just 
with the victims’ families, but with the whole Olympic family and the world beyond—and 
here, for a brief time, in our House of Commons, which is something of which we can all 
be proud. …  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120905/halltext/120905h0001.htm#12090526000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120905/halltext/120905h0001.htm#12090526000001
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the Olympic charter says, “to place sport at the service of the harmonious development 
of” man to promote “a peaceful society”. The Munich attacks were a gross betrayal of 
that ideal and of everything that the Olympics stand for. The degree of sustained outrage 
is a measure of how the Olympic movement, and the millions of people who have been 
inspired by it, have marked the anniversary in different ways. … 

 

col 114WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, 
Media and Sport (Mr Edward Vaizey): … It is the horrible disjuncture with the joy and 
harmony of the Olympic games that we have experienced in London that makes the 
appalling events in Munich 40 years ago so shocking. It is absolutely right that we should 
remember the terrible events in Munich, and absolutely appropriate that we should be 
having this debate on this day. … 
It is worth remembering that although these were Israeli athletes and officials, they came 
from everywhere. They were American-born, Romanian-born, Polish-born, Libyan-born 
and Russian-born—many nations had an interest in them. … 
… there was a ceremony during the Olympic games. On Monday 6 August, my right hon. 
Friend the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister and other Ministers, including the 
then Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport … and myself … along with the 
Leader of the Opposition and the Mayor of London attended an event at the Guildhall in 
London to commemorate the events of 1972. The Prime Minister said: “As the world 
comes together in London to celebrate the Games and the values it represents, it is right 
that we should stop and remember the 11 Israeli athletes who so tragically lost their lives 
when those values came under attack in Munich 40 years ago …”. … It was an extremely 
moving occasion, and I was delighted that the president of the International Olympic 
Committee, Jacques Rogge, turned up to pay his respects. … 
I recognise that many people were disappointed that a minute’s silence was not held 
during the Olympic opening or closing ceremonies, but events that form part of the 
games are primarily for the International Olympic Committee, not for the Government of 
the host country. … 
 

The Chamber observed one minute’s silence. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120905/halltext/120905
h0002.htm  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns attack on Trappist monastery in Latrun 
"I strongly condemn the crime against the Latrun Monastery. This was a shocking and 
deliberately provocative act on a place of worship. I welcome the commitments made by 
the Israeli authorities to track down those responsible and bring them to justice.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=807374282  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Religion or belief, equality and human rights in England and Wales 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/rr84_final_opt.pdf  
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Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Role of education in countering intolerance against Muslims in focus at ODIHR 
meeting 
The important role of education in countering intolerance against Muslims was the theme 
of a meeting of representatives of education ministries and educational institutions 
organized by the ODIHR … [which] presented Guidelines for Educators on Countering 
Intolerance and Discrimination against Muslims … 
Rolf Gollob from the Zurich University of Teacher Education, said that stereotypes and 
misunderstandings about Muslims are typical symptoms of a widespread lack of 
adequate knowledge. “Teachers are the first line of defence against intolerance and 
discrimination, and the Guidelines recognize that teachers can play a central role in 
shaping the behaviour and attitude of young people,”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/93497  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 

Committee Stage Report 
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/RP12-49.pdf  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/84495
http://www.osce.org/odihr/84495
http://www.osce.org/odihr/93497
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/RP12-49.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en
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Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
 
The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 

TOP 
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