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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
T7. [118527] Ian Lavery (Wansbeck) (Lab): Is the Foreign Secretary aware that the 
directors of G4S are possibly violating article 76 of the fourth Geneva convention through 
their involvement in imprisoning Palestinian children in Israeli jails and, if so, would he 
like to comment on that? 

Alistair Burt: The issue of contractual arrangements between the Israeli 
Government and their contractors is a matter for them. We are aware that 
concerns have been raised about the issue and know that enquiries are going on 
in that regard, but essentially the contract between G4S and the Israeli 
Government is a matter for them. … 

Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Will my right hon. Friend condemn the demolition of 
Palestinian homes in Gaza by Hamas? Reports from Palestinian agencies suggest that 
up to 120 families will lose their homes in Gaza because of the actions of Hamas. 

Mr Hague: Yes, absolutely. We have said what we have said about demolitions 
on the west bank, and that certainly applies to demolitions in Gaza as well. I will 
look at the reports to which my hon. Friend refers. There are many things that we 
call on Hamas to do in order to make a peace process viable and, of course, it is 
important that it respects the rights of the people living in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/12090
4-0001.htm#12090441000032  
 

Iran (Nuclear Programme) 
… Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): Has the right hon. Gentleman 
read the article by David Remnick in the current issue of The New Yorker? He has just 
returned from Israel, where he discussed this issue with all the top figures in Israeli 
intelligence, every single one of whom is opposed to Israeli military action against Iran. 
Vile though the regime in Iran is, and while it is proper for the right hon. Gentleman to be 
taking the action he is, will he make it clear to Israel and everybody else that we are 
totally opposed to military action against Iran? 

Mr Hague: I have not seen the article in question; I will be very pleased to have a 
look at it. Certainly, there is a variety of views in Israel about the merits of military 
action at any time. We have been very clear to Israeli leaders—the Prime Minister 
and I have been clear in our recent meetings with Israeli leaders—that the policy 
we favour and are pursuing is the twin-track policy of sanctions and negotiations.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/120904-0001.htm#12090441000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/120904-0001.htm#12090441000032
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We have been very clear that under those circumstances, we oppose a military 
strike on Iran. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/12090
4-0001.htm#12090441000025  
 

Middle East 
1. Ann McKechin (Glasgow North) (Lab): What steps he is taking to promote 
compliance with international law in the conflict between Israel and Palestine. [118496] 
7. Tom Brake (Carshalton and Wallington) (LD): What assessment he has made of the 
prospects for a two-state solution to the conflict between Israel and Palestine. [118502] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): Progress in the middle east peace process is needed urgently. We have 
urged both sides to focus on dialogue, to avoid steps that could undermine the 
prospects for peace and to work towards the resumption of direct negotiations. 
We are in regular contact with the Israeli authorities on legal issues relating to the 
conflict, and we urge Israel to comply with its legal obligations, including those 
arising under international humanitarian law. 

Ann McKechin: I welcome the Foreign Secretary’s commitment to this area, which is 
particularly important in the light of the problems that are affecting the region, to which he 
referred in his statement yesterday. Does he, however, understand the concern being 
expressed by many people that, on 24 July, the EU-Israel Association Council agreed to 
extend into a further 60 areas of trade co-operation while, at the same time, the increase 
in the number of demolitions and settlements and the blockade of Gaza are continuing 
apace. Will he tell us what his Department’s role was in that agreement, and whether he 
is going to hold Israel to account? 

Mr Hague: We have repeatedly made clear to the Israeli authorities our serious 
concern at the 40% increase in demolitions last year, as recorded by the United 
Nations. We view such demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary 
suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as harmful to the peace process and, in many 
circumstances, as contrary to international humanitarian law. I can reassure the 
hon. Lady about the EU-Israel Association Council, which discussed some 
practical co-operation in line with the existing EU-Israel action plan. The EU has 
been very clear that no progress can be made on upgrading the wider EU-Israel 
relationship until there is substantial progress towards a two-state solution. 

Tom Brake: The Israelis are considering closing the Ras Khamis checkpoints in 
Jerusalem; they are also building new housing in illegal settlements such as Har Homa. 
Just two days ago, a rocket was fired from Gaza into Israel. What route map does the 
Foreign Secretary believe can move the conflict from where it is now towards an 
agreement between the Israelis and the Palestinians by the end of this year, as 
recommended by the Quartet? 

Mr Hague: It is a difficult route map. My right hon. Friend is right to draw attention 
to the depressing aspects of what is happening now. We have been working hard 
this year, as have many others in the region, to achieve the resumption of direct 
negotiations between the Israeli and Palestinian leaderships, but that has not 
worked so far. My right hon. Friend referred to what might happen later this year, 
and it will be vital that, whatever Administration emerge following the American 
elections, they put their full weight behind this issue from the very beginning of 
that Administration in January. 

21. [118518] Mrs Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): The Palestinians 
claim that they will return to negotiations if settlement building stops, but they did not do 
so when settlement building did stop. They have now introduced two new conditions, 
including the release of all prisoners. Why does the Foreign Secretary think they are 
doing that? 

Mr Hague: There has been fault on both sides when it comes to making a 
success of negotiations.  We have advocated  the need for  Israel to make a more  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/120904-0001.htm#12090441000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/120904-0001.htm#12090441000025


 3

 

decisive offer than has been the case in the recent past, but we have also pressed 
the Palestinians to enter negotiations and not to set new conditions for doing so. I 
have said in the House in the past that Israel had been too intransigent in this 
process, but the Palestinians have been too erratic about the basis on which they 
are willing to enter negotiations. Both those things need to be put right in order for 
negotiations to get going and succeed. 

Mr James Clappison (Hertsmere) (Con): Has my right hon. Friend seen the reports 
that, on Sunday, 280 Israeli settlers were removed from the settlement in Migron under 
Israeli legal process, as a result of action initiated by Peace Now and Palestinian 
landowners? Does he not agree that it would be even better if those in some quarters 
dropped their blanket hostility towards Israel, if the Palestinians were to remove their 
preconditions to talks, and if there were direct and comprehensive negotiations during 
which the question of the settlements could be fully addressed? 

Mr Hague: I absolutely agree that it is important to drop blanket opposition to 
Israel. We should stoutly defend the security and the legitimacy of Israel, but we 
must also be absolutely clear that Israel needs to make its contribution and 
recognise that settlements on occupied land are illegal, that settlement building 
activity must cease and that outposts on occupied land are illegal. We should be 
clear about that and maintain the pressure on Israel, as well as on Palestinians, to 
enter into direct negotiations and give them some chance to succeed. 

Mr John Denham (Southampton, Itchen) (Lab): According to the House of Commons 
Library, multilateral and bilateral aid to the occupied territories and Gaza cost European 
taxpayers £670 million last year. Does the Foreign Secretary agree with me that, given 
that Israeli policy on settlements is making a two-state solution less likely, any deepening 
of trade relations with Israel would not be justified when the cost to European taxpayers 
is so high? 

Mr Hague: We do give that support. The right hon. Gentleman is right about the 
extent of our support, which is, of course, very important for the Palestinian 
Authority to be able to function, particularly on the west bank. The position on 
trade relations is the one that I explained to the hon. Member for Glasgow North 
(Ann McKechin), and the European Union is very clear that an upgrade of the 
wider EU-Israel relationship depends on making substantial progress towards a 
two-state solution. That is a position that the United Kingdom firmly supports. 

Mr Andrew Turner (Isle of Wight) (Con): Will my right hon. Friend have a look at the 
case of Mustafa Tamimi, who was shot at close range by an Israeli soldier recently? 
What can the Foreign Secretary do to ensure that future inquiries meet global standards? 

Mr Hague: We have made representations about this case. The Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for 
North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt) has done so, and he visited the family on 
his recent visit to the region. Of course, we want all such investigations to be 
carried out thoroughly and to meet international standards. That will be part of our 
continuing representations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/12090
4-0001.htm#12090441000021  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary statement on anniversary of Munich terrorist attack 
 “The terrorist attack at Munich which cost the lives of 11 innocent Israeli athletes and 
officials was a shocking act of evil which betrayed everything the Olympic movement 
stands for.  On today’s sad anniversary we pay tribute to their memory and reiterate our 
determination to confront terrorism and stand with the victims of terrorism wherever it 
may occur.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=806849082  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/120904-0001.htm#12090441000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/120904-0001.htm#12090441000021
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=806849082
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United Nations 

UN labour agency raises concern over ‘precarious’ situation of Palestinian workers 
The United Nations labour agency drew attention today to the “precarious” situation of 
workers in the occupied Palestinian territory, in the wake of a suicide by a young 
Palestinian who set himself on fire after months of looking for work. … “The situation of 
workers in Gaza is one of the worst in the region and the world,” said the UN International 
Labour Organization’s Regional Director for the Arab States,Nada al-Nashif …  
In Gaza, the unemployment rate is three times the regional average. More than 80 per 
cent of Gaza’s 1.6 million residents are dependent on international aid, and over 40 per 
cent live in conditions of poverty. … “Many unskilled young people, like Abu Nada, rely on 
temporary informal jobs when they can find them. Those who do have university degrees 
often cannot find jobs that match their skills, forcing many to emigrate,” ILO noted in a 
news release. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42804&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 

second reading 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/120904-
0001.htm#12090441000001  
 

TOP 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42804&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/120904-0001.htm#12090441000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120904/debtext/120904-0001.htm#12090441000001


 5

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Draft Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 10 September 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organbill/?lang=en  
 
Fertility and human tissue regulators (closing date 28 September 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/06/consultation-regulators/  
 
The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
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