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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

Holocaust Education 
Stewart Maxwell: To ask the Scottish Government what support it provides to Holocaust 
educational programmes. (S4O-00934) 

The Minister for Learning, Science and Scotland’s Languages (Dr Alasdair 
Allan): At a reception last Wednesday, on the eve of Yom Hashoah, the Jewish 
community’s day for commemorating and reflecting on the Holocaust, I was 
pleased to share my experiences of visiting Auschwitz with Scottish students as 
part of the Holocaust Educational Trust’s lessons from Auschwitz project. 
The Scottish Government renewed funding for the lessons from Auschwitz project 
earlier this year, which ensures that more young people from schools and colleges 
across Scotland will be able to participate in the project. Participants have come 
from more than 60 per cent of Scotland’s secondary schools and colleges. In 
collaboration with the Holocaust Educational Trust, the Holocaust Memorial Day 
Trust and other partners, we will continue to support and promote Holocaust 
education in the context of the curriculum for excellence. 

Stewart Maxwell: … The minister will be aware of the gathering the voices initiative, 
which has gathered an invaluable collection of oral testimonies from Holocaust survivors 
who sought sanctuary in Scotland. The project has been a success in highlighting the 
positive contribution that Holocaust survivors have made to Scottish society. The project 
team is currently exploring how to build on the work that it has done so far. Is the minister 
willing to arrange a meeting between the organisers of the gathering the voices project 
and his officials to discuss how best to take the project forward? 

Dr Allan: I thank the member for those comments. They are particularly 
appropriate because, at the reception last week, we were fortunate enough to be 
joined by Henry and Ingrid Wuga, who faced persecution by the Nazis in occupied 
Europe before leaving all that they had known and eventually choosing Scotland 
as their new home. I recognise the value and importance of capturing the 
testimonies of Holocaust survivors and refugees and their reflections on life in 
Scotland. Therefore, I am happy to ask officials to meet the project organisers to 
explore how best to capture testimonies about those most important parts of our 
history from around Scotland. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=6992&mode=html
#iob_63653 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Palestinians 
Grahame M. Morris: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what estimate his Department has made of the number of Palestinian children 
held in Israeli prisons. [104720] 

Alistair Burt: The latest information held by the British consulate-general in 
Jerusalem indicates that the Israeli authorities are currently holding 166 
Palestinian children in Israeli prisons. All the children are boys; no girls are being 
held. Of these, 140 are in the age range 16-18 years, and 26 are under 16 years 
old. 

Grahame M. Morris: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what discussions officials in his Department have had with the Israeli government 
on the imprisonment of Palestinian members of the Palestine Legislative Council; and if 
he will make a statement. [104721] 

Alistair Burt: Our embassy in Tel Aviv has raised the arrests of Palestinian 
Legislative Council Members with the Israeli authorities. Most recently, the British 
ambassador to Tel Aviv raised this issue with the Israeli Deputy Attorney General 
on 23 April. I raised our concerns regarding the arrests and the number of 
Palestinians currently being held under administrative detention with the Israeli 
ambassador to London on 23 February. We will continue to monitor the situation 
closely. 

Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on current discussions between Israeli and Palestinian 
representatives. [104982] 

Alistair Burt: The UK continues to make regular high level representations to the 
Government of Israel and to the Palestinians on the urgency of making progress 
towards a two-state solution. We welcome the meeting between Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and a Palestinian delegation on 17 April. 
We continue to urge both sides to show the political leadership and courage 
needed to achieve a negotiated solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120426/text/120426w0
002.htm#120426119000051  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Conor Burns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he is taking to condemn all instances of religious persecution in the Middle East 
and to emphasise the importance of religious tolerance. [104733] 

Alistair Burt: We are committed to promoting the rights of all religious groups in 
the middle east region. We will continue to highlight and condemn all instances of 
violence and discrimination against individuals and groups because of their beliefs 
wherever and whenever they occur. 
The UK believes that no-one should be persecuted because of their religion or 
belief, and we condemn all instances of violence and discrimination against 
individuals and groups because of their faith  or  belief.  We  strongly  support  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120426/text/120426w0002.htm#120426119000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120426/text/120426w0002.htm#120426119000051


 

right to freedom of religion or belief as set out in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as well 
as the full implementation of the 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of all 
Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office's overseas missions have a responsibility 
to monitor and raise human rights in their host countries and regularly raise our 
concerns with host Governments, including freedom of religion or belief when 
appropriate. Where possible our embassies take action on individual cases where 
persecution or discrimination has occurred and lobby for changes in 
discriminatory practices and laws. 
We believe that more open and inclusive societies in the middle east is the surest 
route to stability, and to ensuring the security for minorities in the long run. The 
UK is supporting this process through the Arab Partnership, by promoting the 
strengthening of the institutions crucial for more open and accountable societies—
the judiciary, a free press and vibrant civil society. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120426/text/120426w0
002.htm#120426119000054  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Annual Human Rights and Democracy Report 2011 
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Cm-8339.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

Public Religion Research Institute 

Chosen for What? Jewish Values in 2012 
http://publicreligion.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Jewish-Values-Report.pdf  
 
 

Ivo 

New website to enable charities to search for volunteers in their area who are 
interested in their causes  
http://ivo.org/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
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Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
** closes in 4 days 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
 

Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_132880
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary

	Contents
	Holocaust
	Israel
	Foreign Affairs
	Other Relevant Information
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

