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Home Affairs 

Ten Minute Rule Bill  

Food Labelling (Halal and Kosher Meat) 
col 823  Philip Davies: I beg to move, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to introduce 
compulsory labelling of halal and kosher meat and products containing halal and kosher 
meat by retailers at the point of sale; and for connected purposes. … 
I am a firm believer in individual freedom of choice, and with my background in customer 
service and marketing at Asda, I believe in particular in consumers’ freedom of choice. 
That is why today I am introducing a Bill to make labelling of halal and kosher meat and 
products containing halal and kosher meat by retailers at the point of sale compulsory. 
My sole reason for introducing the Bill is to give consumers more information, so that 
they can exercise their freedom of choice. … 
According to the EU Dialrel project, the exemption for religious slaughter in schedule 12 
of the Welfare of Animals (Slaughter or Killing) Regulations 1995 clearly states that it 
applies to people of that religion, not to everybody. This implies that halal and kosher 
meat should be consumed by those of Muslim and Jewish faiths, respectively, because 
this type of slaughter is specified for their religious needs. This is obviously not the case 
at present because Muslims make up around 3% of the UK population, yet the Halal 
Food Authority estimates that halal meat makes up about 25% of the meat market. 
Similarly, it has been estimated that 70% of the kosher meat was not consumed by the 
Jewish community. … 
There are some people who wish to ban halal and kosher meat on animal welfare 
grounds. I want to make it clear that I am not one of those people. … 

 

col 825  Sir Gerald Kaufman: I oppose the Bill. I declare an interest. I am an orthodox 
Jew and I was brought up in a household where only kosher meat was eaten. … large 
numbers of Jews would be very greatly distressed if what he proposes were to become 
law. … I do not see why Jews and Muslims alone should be compelled by law to have 
the meat they eat labelled in a way that no other meat is labelled. … If the hon. 
Gentleman’s proposed Bill had a wider remit—for example, if it said that all chickens had 
to be labelled in a certain way if the birds had been battery hens—or if he had proposed 
that meat had to be labelled in a certain way if the animals had been kept in dreadful 
conditions before being killed, and killed in an extremely brutal way … I would at least 
regard him as consistent. But he is not being consistent. He has picked on two small 
minorities who share the way in which the meat they eat is killed. … 

 

The House divided: Ayes 70, Noes 73. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120424/debtext/12042
4-0001.htm#12042451000001  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120424/debtext/120424-0001.htm#12042451000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120424/debtext/120424-0001.htm#12042451000001
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Value Added Tax: Listed Places of Worship 
Lord Northbrook: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will reconsider the 
extension of the standard rate of VAT to alterations to listed places of worship and the 
restriction on the amount of VAT claimable on repairs to those places. 

The Commercial Secretary to the Treasury (Lord Sassoon): My Lords, the 
Budget removes a VAT distinction, which is notoriously difficult to apply in 
practice, between alterations to protected buildings, which include listed places of 
worship, and repairs to all buildings. The listed places of worship grant scheme, 
which makes grants towards the VAT incurred on works of repair and 
maintenance for listed places of worship, currently allocates £12 million a year. 
We are exploring options with the church authorities, including committing more 
money to the scheme, so that listed places of worship are not adversely affected 
by the Budget proposal. 

Lord Northbrook: … What progress was made at the meeting yesterday between 
church leaders and the Treasury to mitigate the reported £20 million VAT effect of these 
measures for listed churches, which is causing concern for church building projects 
throughout the land? 

Lord Sassoon: … My understanding is that they had a very open and 
constructive discussion. The Chancellor made it clear that the £5 million which the 
Government have committed to the listed places of worship grant scheme in the 
Budget is on top of the £12 million which the scheme already had. We accept, 
having seen the churches' numbers, that the VAT change will indeed be more 
than £5 million and that we need to commit more money, and discussions will 
continue next week to look at what the projected numbers and our commitment 
should be. 

Lord Newby: My Lords, does the Minister acknowledge that the VAT changes are 
particularly damaging to projects that are already under way? For example, for a project 
in Kingston, the church reckons that it may have to pay as much as £400,000 additional 
VAT as a result of this change, when it has already raised several million pounds. Can 
the Government, at the very least, give a commitment that schemes that are already 
under way and on which there has already been significant fundraising will not be 
disadvantaged by the more general proposals in the Budget? 

Lord Sassoon: My Lords, I confirm that there are indeed transitional 
arrangements in place for approved alterations to listed buildings, which cover 
contracts in place before Budget Day. Contracts in place on that day will retain the 
zero rate if the work is performed by 20 March 2013. Our consultation paper 
specifically asks for comments on whether the transitional period is sufficient. We 
will of course listen to any reasonable comments about these transitional 
arrangements and will consider whether any more generous arrangements could 
be implemented. 

The Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells: My Lords, of the 563 churches in my diocese, 503 
are listed-some 89 per cent. Their upkeep relies almost entirely on voluntary fundraising 
and support from their congregations. In promoting the big society, many wish to open 
those buildings to wider community use. What incentive does the Minister believe is 
being created for congregations to do so by making them pay VAT up front only to claim 
it back through a scheme that is not adequately funded? Would not a simpler and real 
incentive for local churches to improve their buildings be to retain the current exemption 
on VAT? 

Lord Sassoon: … First, as I have already explained, we intend to make sure that 
the compensation number fully reflects the additional costs of the Budget change. 
The element that troubles us most is that under the previous VAT arrangements 
the incentivisation worked in favour of alterations of listed buildings as  opposed to  
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repair and maintenance. We do not want to see anything that incentivises people 
against repairing and maintaining and therefore preserving the core heritage 
features of the property, so we think that it is right to put alterations, repairs and 
maintenance on an even basis. Therefore, although I cannot give the right 
reverend Prelate the comfort that we intend to revisit that issue, I stress again that 
we want to make sure that the churches are fully protected against the impact of 
the Budget change. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120424-
0001.htm#12042452000445  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Palestinians 
Bob Stewart: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he had at the UN on the withdrawal of Israel from occupied 
Palestinian territories. [105065] 

Alistair Burt: The UN Security Council (UNSC) discusses the situation in Israel 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on a monthly basis. 
The UNSC last discussed this issue on 23 April, when the UK underlined the need 
for a negotiated two-state solution. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), also discussed the middle 
east peace process during the UNSC debate on ‘The Situation in the Middle East: 
Challenges and Opportunities’ that he chaired on 12 March. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120424/text/120424w0
003.htm#12042485000111  
 

Palestinians 
Gordon Henderson: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
proportion of Palestinian textbooks are audited by UNESCO. [104950] 

Mr Duncan: In its reports on Palestinian school textbooks, including the study 
“Fragmented Foundations: education and chronic crisis in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory” (2007) and “Studies on the Palestinian Curriculum and 
textbooks: Consolidated Report” (2006) United Nations Education, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) does not specify the total number of Palestinian 
textbooks covered. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120424/text/120424w0
003.htm#12042485000146  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on the decision of the 
Israeli Authorities regarding the status of the settlements of Sansana, Rechelim 
and Bruchin in the occupied Palestinian territory 
I am extremely concerned about the decision of the Israeli Authorities regarding the 
status of the settlements of Sansana, Rechelim and Bruchin in the occupied Palestinian 
territory. I call upon them to reverse this decision. The EU has repeatedly called on Israel 
to end all settlement activity.  Settlements are illegal under  international law,  an obstacle  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120424-0001.htm#12042452000445
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120424-0001.htm#12042452000445
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120424/text/120424w0003.htm#12042485000111
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120424/text/120424w0003.htm#12042485000111
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120424/text/120424w0003.htm#12042485000146
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120424/text/120424w0003.htm#12042485000146
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to peace and threaten the viability of a two-state solution. Such measures run counter to 
the spirit of the Quartet Statement of 11 April 2012, which expressed concern about 
unilateral and provocative actions, including continued settlement activity." 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/129777.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

Ban ‘deeply troubled’ by Israel’s approval of West Bank outposts 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today said he was “deeply troubled” by Israel’s decision 
to formally approve three outposts in the West Bank, describing the action as illegal 
under international law. According to a statement issued by his spokesperson, Mr. Ban 
reiterated that “all settlement activity is illegal under international law” and that “it runs 
contrary to Israel’s obligations under the Road Map and repeated Quartet calls for the 
parties to refrain from provocations.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41853&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Lords consideration of Commons Reasons and Amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120424-
0001.htm#12042452000448  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/129777.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6019
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41853&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120424-0001.htm#12042452000448
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120424-0001.htm#12042452000448
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
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Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Consultation on Personal beliefs and medical practice (closing date 13 June 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=268&status=2&criteria=I  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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