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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Assisted Suicide 
includes: 
col 1363  Richard Ottaway: … That this House welcomes the Director of Public 
Prosecutions’ Policy for Prosecutors in Respect of Cases of Encouraging or Assisting 
Suicide, published in February 2010. … The motion welcomes the DPP’s “Policy for 
Prosecutors in Respect of Cases of Encouraging or Assisting Suicide”. This is not a 
debate on the recently published report of the Commission on Assisted Dying. The 
House is not being asked to express a view on voluntary euthanasia, which requires a 
change in the law of murder, and it is not being asked to support assisted dying for the 
terminally ill, which requires a change in the law on assisted suicide. Whatever our views, 
the debate is not about the application of Mr Tony Nicklinson to the High Court for 
assistance in ending his life, and whatever the outcome of the debate, assisted suicide 
will remain a criminal offence. This is a debate about the application of the existing law of 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. There is not an exact equivalent in Scotland, 
which has an offence of culpable homicide and no guidelines. … 
… records show that more than 180 Britons have travelled to Switzerland to die in the 
last 10 years. No one has been prosecuted for accompanying them or assisting them 
with their arrangements, even when there has been sufficient evidence to prosecute. 
However, before the 2010 policy document, precisely what criteria were used was never 
published … 

 

col 1366  Bob Stewart: To date, have there been any cases, or suspected cases, of 
malicious assistance? 

 

Richard Ottaway: As far as I am aware, there have been no prosecutions for escorting 
someone to Dignitas in Switzerland. … I am not aware of any prosecutions for assisting 
suicide in recent years. …  

 

Col 1367  Jacob Rees-Mogg: How is it possible to be sure that somebody’s motivation is 
entirely compassionate, and that they are not affected by other factors? 

 

Richard Ottaway: At the end of the day, that has to be a judgment made by the police 
and the prosecuting authorities. I have confidence in their ability to make that 
judgment. … 

 

col 1370  Paul Maynard: [Mr Winnick] is making the point that one particular disabled 
individual should be  given  the  right  to  make  this  judgment.  Is  he  not,  by  definition,  
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therefore making the case that a particular form of disability inevitably makes a life not 
worth living? Is that not a dangerous utilitarian judgment to make? 

 

Mr Winnick: That is the very opposite of my view. … There is an idea that, in some way, 
those of us who want a change in the law would wish to harm the disabled, but the very 
opposite is the truth. However, I take the point that to the extent that disabled people—or, 
at least, the organisations that speak on their behalf—have concerns about any change 
in the law, people such as me, who want a change in the legislation, should certainly 
bear that very much in mind. … 

 

col 1372  Paul Flynn: Many of us have had the experience … of doctors saying to them 
when their loved ones are suffering greatly that they will make sure that she or he “will 
not suffer”. What does my hon. Friend think doctors mean by that? 

 

Mr Winnick: I think that we could all come to the same conclusion. Are we to take it that 
doctors in Oregon, Belgium or the Netherlands are not concerned about their patients, 
that they are potential Shipmans and that they could not care less whether or not their 
patients die? … 

 

col 1373  Joan Ruddock: I beg to move amendment (a), at the end of the Question to 
add, ‘and invites the Government to consult as to whether to put the guidance on a 
statutory basis.’. …  
As it stands, the policy could be changed by the DPP, who is after all an individual who 
holds the role of DPP for a term of five years. It is unlikely that a future DPP would make 
significant changes to the policy, but it is always possible. That is why placing the DPP’s 
policy on a statutory footing would mean that this sensible, humane and popular policy 
could be changed only by Parliament. …  

 

col 1377  The Solicitor-General (Mr Edward Garnier): … The 1961 [Suicide] Act 
decriminalised the act of suicide, but section 2 of the Act made it an offence to assist the 
suicide or attempted suicide of another person. It is, therefore, a highly unusual offence. I 
cannot think of another example where it is a crime to assist someone in doing 
something which is not itself a crime, but given that assisting another person to commit 
suicide is an area potentially open to a good deal of abuse, it was thought right to make it 
a criminal offence. …  
It cannot be acceptable to permit people to encourage others to kill themselves. Most 
often the people concerned would know each other, but the growth in suicide websites 
means that the person doing the encouraging could well be wholly unknown to, and not 
even present with, the person being assisted or encouraged to kill himself. …  
There is a growing confusion—perhaps it was there already—between the guidelines, 
which are the DPP’s policy statement on when it is and is not thought appropriate to 
prosecute and the factors that he will consider, and the substantive law that is set out in 
section 2 of the Suicide Act. The two are quite different. …  
… the law cannot do everything. We need flexibility in its application, and to be able to 
apply the law and to make decisions about whether or not to prosecute on the facts and 
the surrounding circumstances of each case and on a case-by-case basis. …  

 

col 1386  John Pugh: … what we are considering is legalising not a person killing 
themselves but, under defined circumstances, a person participating in the killing of 
another. … we seem to be arguing around and, possibly, avoiding arguing about whether 
an individual can claim a right in law to request that someone, possibly a state agency or 
a private individual, assists them in ending their life. It is not clear whether giving people 
this right puts anyone under an obligation, but it is clear that anyone acting in a way that 
enables a person to exercise the right would not be committing a crime if the law was 
changed, just as there are people in Switzerland who kill and volunteer to kill many 
people but are clearly distinguishable from murderers. … 
… it is also abundantly clear that free consent is never a sufficient condition to claim the 
right for assisted suicide, nor to excuse a person who assisted them. Otherwise, we 
would tolerate assisted suicide in cases of people who enjoyed tolerable health but may 
have a range of reasons for wishing to be dead, not all of them laudable. … 
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Consent by itself is never a sufficient condition unless it is coupled with something else, 
which is usually the possibility of suffering or loss of dignity that an individual is unwilling 
to bear. It is also usually anticipated as being something that occurs in the last stages of 
terminal disease, but logically it need not be so. … 
If we allow euthanasia for those who are either in great pain or unwilling to face the 
probability of great pain, why should those who are, for whatever reason, incapable of 
giving consent be denied mercy if they are thought to endure exactly parallel 
circumstances? … 

 

col 1395  Nadine Dorries: … Sentiment is beginning to grow around the concept of a 
loving family member assisting in the final act of a loved one. However, those at the end 
of their lives do not always have a relative or a loved one; indeed, the “loved one” may, in 
fact, be the state or the care home, or wherever they are being cared for. No matter how 
we dress it up, there are people across this country in nursing homes being cared for—
disabled people, vulnerable people—who feel very protected by the law as it stands. If it 
were changed, they would suddenly feel very vulnerable, because they could imagine a 
point in time when they are aware of what they cost the NHS, the state or wherever they 
are being cared for. At the moment they may feel a burden, but they know that they are 
protected. However, there may come a point when they become depressed because of 
their illness and feel that one day the state will adopt the role of the person assisting in 
their suicide. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/debtext/12032
7-0002.htm#12032752000001 
 

col 1399  Frank Field: … we seem to think this country is populated exclusively by 
husbands who love their wives, and wives who love their husbands, and grannies, uncles 
and aunties who all gather around to do the right thing. I sometimes also see a nasty side 
to life, however. I know perfectly well that in certain circumstances some individuals 
would have no hesitation in trying to persuade a person that the decent thing to do is to 
end their life—and especially where money is involved. …  
I do not believe that we are autonomous. I find it amazing that those who are clearly on 
the centre left should have an individualistic view about human life. We are dependent on 
one another, and one person’s actions can affect another person. … 

 

col 1425  Robert Halfon: … I believe that the people who have pushed forward today’s 
debate are, in essence, introducing a Trojan horse. I respect the genuine feeling that 
many have on the issue, but my worry is that whatever the intention of some Members, 
this will ratchet towards euthanasia. 
Secondly, there is a risk of abuse because of the serious abuse that exists in Oregon and 
the Netherlands, where assisted dying is legal and, dare I say it, in historical examples of 
state-sanctioned euthanasia, such as in Nazi Germany. Thirdly, I would argue that this is 
the wrong debate. In terms of resources and philosophically, surely we should put 
everything into helping people to live, not helping people to die. … 
Sadly, there is a real example in history of how the move to assisted dying has led to 
something much worse. In 1920, the eminent German medics, Binding and Hoche, 
argued strenuously that doctors should be protected against prosecution for assisted 
dying. Their research was popularised during the Weimar era, and by 1932 created the 
intellectual climate that allowed Prussia to remove support for the disabled and terminally 
ill. In 1939, we know that Hitler issued orders that doctors be commissioned to grant a 
mercy death to patients who were judged to be incurably sick. A small step perhaps; 
each step along this path was a small step. Two years later we know that 70,000 patients 
from Germany’s hospitals had been killed. We know that in 1941, the gas chambers were 
moved from the hospitals where they had been used for euthanasia to the death camps 
of Auschwitz and Treblinka. Nurses, doctors and technicians followed the equipment. 
That is why I am worried about a conveyor belt. Of course, we live in a benign country, 
and we think that such things would never happen,  but it is  precisely  because  we are a  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/debtext/120327-0002.htm#12032752000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/debtext/120327-0002.htm#12032752000001
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benign country that we have to put in every safeguard to ensure that it does never 
happen. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/debtext/12032
7-0003.htm  
 

col 1440… Amendment (a) negatived. 
Amendment made : (b), in line 3, at end add ‘and encourages further development of 
specialist palliative care and hospice provision.’.”—(Fiona Bruce.) 
Main motion, as amended, put and agreed to. 
Resolved, 
That this House welcomes the Director of Public Prosecution’s Policy to Prosecutors in 
Respect of Cases of Encouraging or Assisting Suicide, published in February 2010, and 
encourages further development of specialist palliative care and hospice provision. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/debtext/12032
7-0004.htm  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Israel and the Peace Process 
includes: 
col 343WH  John Woodcock: … it is important to set Israel’s place in the middle east, 
and thus the importance of the peace process, in its proper context. We often hear two 
polar positions, often simultaneously, and they are both wrong. Both are fuelled by a two-
dimensional view of the region that gets filtered through the media here. 
On the one hand, we hear that the lack of lasting peace in Israel is inextricably linked to 
everything else in the middle east and has been the central catalyst of all the unrest in 
the region for decades. That view has led to the belief that if only the Israelis and 
Palestinians could agree, all other troubles in the region would melt away. … 
On the other hand, there is the view that Israel is an impregnable island that is 
prosperous, supported by the west and secure in its own borders. It is the plucky hard 
man to its sympathisers and the oppressor state to its detractors. 
However, after a visit to the region, we can appreciate that this is a tiny nation that is 
bordered on all sides by states that are at best ambivalent and at worst hostile to its very 
existence. The existential threat to Israel consists not only of the rockets that are fired 
daily across its southern borders, but of the nuclear ambitions of Iran. It is not a country 
that is secure within its own borders. Certainly, if that level of threat were posed to the 
UK, we would not ignore it.  
Israel has reached out to its neighbours where it could. … In 2011, Israel exported goods 
worth some $6 billion to its neighbours … It joined in a campaign with the Palestinian 
Authority and the Jordanian Government to have the Dead sea declared as one of the 
seven wonders of the natural world. Such examples show that, at its best, it can work 
constructively with its neighbours. 
Conversely, although Israel is acutely aware of its deep connection to the countries that 
surround it, it is not prepared to subcontract its basic need for security to anyone. Above 
all, its innate quest for security has gone hand in hand—from its inception to the present 
day—with a deep commitment to the progressive values that we hold dear in this country 
… women enjoy equality; the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community 
flourishes; there is a free press; the powerless are protected from the powerful by an 
independent judiciary; trade unions are well-organised and strong; educational 
excellence and scientific innovation are pursued;  religious minorities are free to practise  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/debtext/120327-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/debtext/120327-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/debtext/120327-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/debtext/120327-0004.htm
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their creeds; a welfare state supports the poor and marginalised; and there is a fully 
functioning, vibrant, participatory democracy. … 
… there is, of course, a real sense of injustice among many Palestinians in Gaza and the 
west bank. … The Palestinians’ suffering and sense of injustice is prolonged with every 
passing month in which their dream of statehood is not realised. … 
We must not underplay or be seen to underplay the toll on Israel from the terror and 
threats from its neighbours, which have been endured by Israelis for decades and up to 
the present day. Equally, we should not overlook the fact that weighing on the whole of 
Israel and its politics is the threat that Iran, whose leader vowed to wipe Israel off the 
map, could acquire the means to do just that. …  
If the international community is to help engender the trust that is needed, it must 
approach both sides equally. That means eschewing the flawed caricature of, on the one 
side, plucky underdogs desperate for peace but systematically robbed in each 
negotiation and denied, on the other side, by an intransigent state that is happy to sit 
tight. … 
One of the fundamental barriers to such talks is that Hamas, as part of the coalition that 
forms the Palestinian Authority, refuses to accept the Quartet principle… There cannot 
be negotiation when one side at the table seeks to wipe the other off the map. 

 

col 348WH  Bob Stewart: … The peace process [in Northern Ireland] went ahead with 
the Provisional IRA still on active operations, so perhaps one of those principles is not 
sacrosanct. … 

 

Mr Dodds: Before Sinn Fein was admitted to the talks in Northern Ireland, it had to sign 
up to the Mitchell principles, which were about decommissioning commitments, peaceful 
activities and a political way forward, so it was clear that it could not come to the table 
while still avowing terrorism. … 

 

Lee Scott: Does my hon. Friend agree that the main difference between the two peace 
processes is that, to the best of my knowledge, Sinn Fein at no time called for the 
destruction of Northern Ireland? 

 

Mike Freer: … It is difficult to negotiate when one side simply wants to wipe the other off 
the face of the earth. … 

 

col 350WH  Michael McCann: Does my hon. Friend [Richard Burden] support the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign? If so, can he tell us why there is no mention of a two-
state solution in the campaign’s objectives and why its logo shows a land without the 
state of Israel? 

 

Richard Burden: … that is nonsense. It would be a bit like my standing up and asking 
whether he would condemn the Israeli tourist board, which was done over by the 
Advertising Standards Authority only last week because it published a map of what it 
described as northern Israel, but which included part of the west bank. …  
… the Palestinians applied for membership of the United Nations, which Israel claims for 
itself not as something negotiable but as a matter of right. If anybody questions Israel’s 
right to membership of the United Nations, they are regarded as delegitimising Israel, 
which is one stage short of anti-Semitism. … However, if Palestine applies to the United 
Nations, that is seen as provocative. … 

 

col 3523WH  Bob Blackman: … Israel… is the only country in the world that I know of … 
where a person can stand on one side of the country, see the other and know that they 
are surrounded by hostile neighbours, many of whom wish to wipe them off the face of 
the map. Unless we appreciate that, it is difficult to understand the security position in 
which Israel finds itself. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/halltext/120327
h0001.htm#12032749000002  

 

col 3533WH  Bob Blackman: … I saw many settlements. I also saw how the Palestinian 
people have been sold out by their own lawyers—their own people. Palestinians have 
sold land to the Israelis and given them the opportunity to  build houses  on  it.  They had  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/halltext/120327h0001.htm#12032749000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/halltext/120327h0001.htm#12032749000002
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claims over that land, but,  unfortunately, they sold them.  They went through the courts,  
and their lawyers sold them out. It is difficult for someone who has been through a legal 
process to complain when it has gone against them. 
… Hamas, Islamic Jihad and other groups oppose Israel’s right to exist and they refuse 
to accept the Quartet principles. Until such time as they openly say, “We accept Israel’s 
right to exist”, no meaningful peace talks can take place. … 

 

col 3553WH  Louise Ellman: … We are told that the current major impediment to peace 
is the existence of the Israeli settlements. The obvious question that must be raised 
when they are described in that way—not as undesirable but as the major, or only, 
obstacle to peace—is why Israel’s forcible withdrawal of 8,000 settlers, and its soldiers, 
from Gaza in 2005 was followed not by peace in Gaza but by the election of Hamas, 
which declared that it would fight for ever to get rid of all the state of Israel, and by the 
continuation of rockets being fired from Gaza to Israel—to Sderot and other places. 
Hamas has a charter that is blatantly anti-Semitic and talks about Jews ruling the world 
and being responsible for the Russian and French revolutions—events that I seem to 
remember took place before the state of Israel was set up. … 

 

col 3583WH  Jeremy Corbyn: … I have never supported anybody who fires rockets at 
someone, but I ask my hon. Friend to get a sense of reality and to compare rockets with 
the 1,500 people who were killed during Operation Cast Lead, when F16 jets using 
phosphorous bombs killed innocent women and children. I am not in favour of rockets or 
bombing. We will achieve peace only if there is real recognition of the rights of and 
injustices suffered by the Palestinian people. That includes ending the settlement policy, 
ending the occupation of East Jerusalem, and ending the whole policy of the expulsion of 
Palestinians from East Jerusalem. 
Israel is a very rich and very powerful nuclear-armed state situated in a region where it is 
in a position to threaten any of its neighbours at any time. I suggest that the way forward 
in the region is to end the injustice suffered by the Palestinian people, end the occupation 
of the west bank and the imprisonment of the people of Gaza, and allow those who have 
been stuck in refugee camps for so long to return home. … 

 

col 3603WH  Andy Slaughter:  … Israel is portrayed as the victim when it is, in fact, a 
regional superpower, a nuclear-armed state and, above all, an occupying power. It is a 
power that has occupied a people for longer than anywhere else in the world. … 

 

col 363WH The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Mr Jeremy 
Browne): … The goal of the UK Government remains a two-state solution. We believe 
firmly that it should be based on 1967 lines with equivalent land swaps, incorporate a fair 
and realistic solution for refugees, include security arrangements respecting Palestinian 
sovereignty and protecting Israeli security, and be based on Jerusalem as a joint capital 
for both states. … 
Settlements are illegal under international law, and in direct contravention of Israel’s 
commitments under the Quartet road map. They make a two-state solution, with 
Jerusalem as a shared capital, physically harder to achieve. This is made worse by the 
Israeli Government’s policy of connecting settlements to already stretched water 
supplies, and of restricting Palestinian movement and access in the occupied territories, 
including establishing a secondary road system to separate Palestinian and Israeli 
traffic. … 
It is unacceptable that Palestinian militant groups continue to threaten ordinary Israeli 
citizens—a point powerfully made by many contributors to our deliberations. It is also 
unacceptable that Israel continues to launch strikes that affect, and on occasions kill, 
ordinary Palestinians. … 
… the UK remains fully committed to developing our partnerships with both Israel and the 
Palestinians. We will continue to work tirelessly in support of the effort to achieve a long-
term, durable solution to the broader Israeli-Palestinian conflict. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/halltext/120327
h0002.htm  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/halltext/120327h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120327/halltext/120327h0002.htm
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United Nations 

UN envoy warns of potential risks of lack of progress between Israel and 
Palestinians 
The situation between the Palestinians and Israel remains “uncertain and difficult,” a 
United Nations envoy told the Security Council today, while warning of the increased 
risks of an absence of political progress and violence on the ground. 
“The unfortunate reality is that the parties have not yet found sufficient common ground to 
resume direct negotiations, and prospects remain slim,” the Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process, Robert Serry, said in a briefing to the 15-member body. … 
In the absence of progress, he added, there have been a number of “potentially worrying” 
developments in the West Bank and Gaza, including an increase in the number of 
Palestinians injured during search operations in the West Bank by the Israeli Defense 
Forces and a doubling of demonstrations and riots in the area, as well as continued 
Israeli settlement activity.… 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41651&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Parliament 

President Schulz condemns Toulouse killings 
The recent callous and cowardly murder of three soldiers, three children and a teacher in 
Montauban and Toulouse must strengthen Parliament's resolve to uphold the values of 
mutual respect and tolerance, said its President Schulz, opening the Brussels mini-
session. 
"Rarely have I experienced such a repellent act" said Mr Schulz, voicing MEPs' sympathy 
with the victims' parents and siblings, and condemning "gruesome and cowardly 
murderers" who take the lives of innocent children in order to propagate their "crazy 
views". Together with the city of Toulouse and its Jewish and Islamic communities, "we 
are all called upon to stand by the values of mutual respect and tolerance. There are no 
political divisions on this point. These values are the foundation of the civilised world", he 
added. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120328IPR42022/html/Ope
ning-President-Schulz-condemns-Toulouse-killings  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/sc10593.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41651&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120328IPR42022/html/Opening-President-Schulz-condemns-Toulouse-killings
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120328IPR42022/html/Opening-President-Schulz-condemns-Toulouse-killings
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
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Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
** closes in 4 days 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
 

Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 

TOP 
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