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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Criminal Records Bureau 
Lord Vinson: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many checks have been 
conducted by the Criminal Records Bureau since it was established, and at what total 
cost to applicants. 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Henley): My Lords, the Criminal 
Records Bureau has issued more than 31 million certificates since its launch in 
March 2002 and has received more than £868 million in fees. The bureau does 
not hold any information to determine what portion of this cost has been paid by 
applicants, employers or other bodies. 

Lord Vinson: … Is he aware that many organisations find that this staggering level of 
CRB checks is overdone, is disproportionate to the risk and is putting off good 
volunteers? … 
Lord Henley: … This is a matter that we have been addressing in the course of the 
Protection of Freedoms Bill. I refer my noble friend to the impact assessment of last year 
on that Bill, which estimated that there would be a reduction of some 50 per cent in the 
number of such certificates being issued, dropping from about 3.7 million a year to 
something like 1.7 million. … 
The Earl of Erroll: What percentage of these certificates would reveal either a criminal 
record or information that would bar these people from working? 

Lord Henley: My Lords, I cannot answer that question, but I can say that in the 10 
years in which this system has been running some 130,000 potentially unsuitable 
people have been prevented from working with children and vulnerable adults. … 

Lord Hunt of Kings Heath: My Lords, can the noble Lord confirm that it is the 
Government's view that in general the establishment of CRB checks and the system that 
came from it was essential to ensure that vulnerable people are protected? … does he 
agree that part of the problem is overzealous interpretation by a number of 
organisations? Perhaps the Government's best efforts should be put into working with 
those organisations on guidance, information and education, so as their decisions on the 
number of people who need CRB checks might be more proportionate. 

Lord Henley: My Lords, I accept that it was necessary to bring in the CRB and 
these checks, but things had become out of proportion. That is why my right 
honourable friend announced her review and is why we want to scale things back 
to allow people to take proper responsibility for these matters. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321-
0001.htm#12032153000316  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321-0001.htm#12032153000316
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Prisons: Chaplains 
Lord Avebury: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether, in the light of changes in the 
prison population, they will hold a consultation about updating the Prison Act 1952 to 
reflect modern ideas on the prison chaplaincy.[HL16383] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally): I hope the noble Lord 
will agree that the Prison Act 1952 has not been a barrier to the development of 
prison chaplaincy on a multi faith basis, in order to meet the needs of the changes 
to the prison population. We have no plans currently to hold a consultation about 
updating the Act in this respect. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321w0001.htm#120
32172000485  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Heather Wheeler: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what support the Government is providing for the renewal of direct peace talks between 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority. [100458] 

Alistair Burt: The UK continues to make regular high level representations to the 
Government of Israel and to the Palestinians on the urgency of making progress 
towards a two-state solution. We view as a positive development the efforts of 
King Abdullah of Jordan and Jordanian Foreign Minister, Nasser Judeh, to bring 
the parties together under the framework of the Quartet statement of 23 
September 2011. 
The UK also provides practical and technical support, including to the Office of the 
Quartet Representative, to reinforce the prospects for peace, economic 
development and stability in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120321/text/120321w0
002.htm#12032182000062  
 

Palestinians 
Nadhim Zahawi: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what his policy is on the application of the Quartet principles to a Hamas-Fatah unity 
government; [R] [100411] 
(2) what reports he has received on Hamas' Charter; and what assessment he has made 
of the likely effect the charter will have on the Middle East peace process; [R] [100414] 
(3) what assessment he has made of the likely effect of Hamas and Fatah merging their 
security forces on co-ordination between Palestinian Authorities and the authorities in 
Israel on security matters. [R] [100415] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to follow developments on Palestinian reconciliation 
closely, including recent meetings between Hamas and Fatah officials, and 
discussions that may have implications for the two organisations' charters and 
their future co-operation on security issues. 
We have been clear that any new Palestinian authority, including any technocratic 
government formed to prepare for elections, must be composed of figures 
committed to the principles set by President Abbas in Cairo in May 2011; uphold 
the principle of non-violence; be committed to a negotiated two-state solution; and 
accept previous agreements of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation. We will 
judge any future Palestinian Government by their  actions and  their  readiness  to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321w0001.htm#12032172000485
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321w0001.htm#12032172000485
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120321/text/120321w0002.htm#12032182000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120321/text/120321w0002.htm#12032182000062
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work for peace. The Palestinian Security forces should remain under the 
command of the Palestinian Authority. 
In the context of the dramatic changes in the wider middle east, we continue to 
encourage all groups to espouse the principle of non-violence and to join 
mainstream democratic politics, thereby contributing to peace and stability in the 
region. If Hamas were to do so, this would constitute a significant step towards 
meeting the Quartet principles. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120321/text/120321w0
002.htm#12032182000063  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make 
representations to the Government of Israel concerning restitution to Ahmad al Ashqar, 
whose grocery shop in Beit Lahiya was destroyed by a missile strike on 2 February, in 
the mistaken belief it was a munitions storage facility, as reported by the Palestinian 
Centre for Human Rights. [HL16402] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Our officials monitor the situation in Gaza closely. Our lobbying of the 
Israeli Government focuses on the most urgent issues including those which pose 
the greatest threat to a two-state solution, to the continuation of the peace 
process or to the lives of ordinary Palestinians. This specific issue has not been 
raised with the Israeli authorities. 
We continue to call on all parties to respect their responsibilities under 
International Humanitarian Law and for Israel to respect its obligations as the 
occupying power. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make 
representations to the Government of Israel concerning extra-judicial assassinations and 
their relationship to rocket attacks.[HL16403] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We remain concerned about continued indiscriminate 
rocket attacks by Palestinian militant groups on Israel, as well as air-strikes and 
other attacks by the Israeli military on Gaza. We raise these concerns with the 
Israeli Government, Palestinian authorities and other parties as appropriate. 
Our officials are continuing to monitor the situation closely and to make 
representations as appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321w0001.htm#120
32172000482  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they will take following 
the Israeli missile strikes on Gaza between Friday 9 March and Monday 12 March; 
whether those missile strikes have targeted houses occupied by extended families; and 
what assessment they have made of the necessity of those strikes for Israeli security and 
of their other purpose.[HL16400] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): On 12 March 2012, following the Israeli air-strikes on Gaza and 
rocket attacks by Palestinian militant groups on Israel, the Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend 
the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) released the following 
statement: 
"I am deeply concerned by the recent escalation of violence in Gaza and southern 
Israel. I condemn any attacks targeting civilians. I urge all sides to exercise 
restraint, re-establish calm and avoid any further civilian casualties". 
The incidents on 9-12 March 2012 represent a worrying escalation of violence. 
Reports indicate that 30 air-strikes were undertaken by the Israeli Defence Force; 
and 212 rockets and  mortars were  launched from the  Gaza  Strip by  Palestinian  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120321/text/120321w0002.htm#12032182000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120321/text/120321w0002.htm#12032182000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321w0001.htm#12032172000482
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321w0001.htm#12032172000482
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militant groups,  with 95 landing in Israel. At least eight Israelis were injured; 26 
Palestinians were killed, and several tens of Palestinians injured. 
There has been an ongoing low level of violence since then, but we are not aware 
of further casualties. 
Our officials are continuing to monitor the situation closely and to make 
representations as appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321w0001.htm#120
32172000479  

 
 

United Nations 

Lack of electricity and fuel making life for Gazans “even more difficult” 
A United Nations official today expressed deep concern about the worsening effects of 
electricity and fuel shortages in Gaza, which are affecting citizens on a daily basis. 
“These chronic shortages are reaching beyond the rationing of electricity and water for 
households, which has been a feature over the past several years, to a situation where 
day-to-day life for Gazans is ever more difficult,” said the Humanitarian Coordinator for 
the occupied Palestinian territory, Maxwell Gaylard. 
In addition to interrupting everyday life, Mr. Gaylard noted that the shortages have made 
it increasingly difficult for hospitals and ambulance services to function, and already 
fragile water and sanitation systems are failing, compromising access to basic needs. 
Mr. Gaylard welcomed the news of ongoing negotiations among concerned parties to end 
the shortages in both the short and longer term, and encouraged them to identify 
solutions as soon as possible. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41606&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321w0001.htm#12032172000479
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120321w0001.htm#12032172000479
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41606&Cr=Gaza&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
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Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 
2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 
Consultation on the United Kingdom Plan for rare diseases  
(closing date 25 May 2012) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGu
idance/DH_132880  
 
Equal civil marriage consultation (closing date 14 June 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-
marriage/consultation-document?view=Binary 
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