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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Terrorism: Racial Incitement 
Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps her 
Department is taking to protect the public from (a) terrorism and (b) race hatred. [96903] 

James Brokenshire: The Office of Security and Counter-Terrorism within the 
Home Office is responsible for delivering the UK's counter-terrorism strategy 
(Contest), which was presented to Parliament by the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department in July 2011. 
The aim of the strategy is to reduce the risk to the UK and UK interests overseas 
from terrorism so that people can go about their lives freely and with confidence. 
The four work streams of Contest are: 
Pursue: to stop terrorist attacks; 
Prevent: to stop people from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism; 
Protect: to strengthen our protection against terrorist attack; and 
Prepare: to mitigate the impact of a terrorist impact. 
The strategy covers all forms of terrorism, including the threat to Great Britain from 
Northern Ireland-related terrorism and extreme right-wing terrorism, while focusing 
on those which pose the biggest risk to UK interests. 
A copy of the strategy is available in the House Library and it can be downloaded 
at: www.official-documents.gov.uk and also at: www.homeoffice.gov.uk/counter-
terrorism/  
The Government are committed to ensuring that everyone has the freedom to live 
their lives free from fear of targeted hostility or harassment on the grounds of a 
particular characteristic, and is taking action to ensure that the criminal justice 
services and partners locally are equipped to prevent and tackle such targeted 
hostility. 
We are working collaboratively across Government to develop a new hate crime 
action plan and aim to publish it later this year. We will also work proactively with 
our Independent Advisory Group on Hate Crime, many members of which have 
been victims of hate crime themselves, taking account of the group's views on the 
issues that need to be addressed. 
We are clear that criminal justice agencies must provide a consistently high 
standard of service to all victims of hate crime, irrespective of their backgrounds 
and needs. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/text/120228w0
003.htm#12022864000122  

 

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/counter-terrorism/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/counter-terrorism/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/text/120228w0003.htm#12022864000122
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/text/120228w0003.htm#12022864000122
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Scottish Government 

Offensive Behaviour Bill comes into force    
The Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012 will come into force tomorrow (March, 1) to stamp out offensive and religious hatred 
at football. … 
The Act creates two new distinct offences, punishable through a range of penalties up to 
a maximum five-year prison sentence and an unlimited fine: 

 The first offence targets any hateful, threatening or otherwise offensive behaviour 
expressed at and around football matches which is likely to cause public disorder. 

 The second offence relates to the communication of threats of serious harm or 
which are intended to stir up religious hatred, whether sent by post or posted on 
the internet. 

Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs, Roseanna Cunningham said: “… We 
listened to Scotland's police and prosecutors when they told us they needed greater 
powers to take a hard line on sectarianism at football and threats of harm being posted 
on the internet. These new laws make it very clear that religious hatred will no longer be 
tolerated … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/02/offensivebehaviour29022012 

 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

The Equality and Human Rights Commission Wales’s Annual Report 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=230887&ds=2%2F2012#adr  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Julian Sturdy: I am always sympathetic about the dangers facing the Israeli people from 
some of their aggressive neighbours, and will remain so, but does the Secretary of State 
agree that settlement-building programmes are never a means to an end and are, in fact, 
becoming a serious obstacle to peace? 

Mr Hague: Yes, I do agree with that. As the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), has often pointed out, we have made very strong 
representations to the Israeli Government whenever settlements have been 
announced in recent times. Settlements are on occupied land, they are illegal—
that is the view of almost the whole of the rest of the world—and this is an issue 
that Israel must address. … 

T2. [96713] Graham Jones (Hyndburn) (Lab): Does the Foreign Secretary share my 
concerns about the proposed evictions of Palestinian families and the demolition of their 
homes in the Silwan area of East Jerusalem? If so, what representations is he making to 
the Israeli Government and what actions are the UK Government taking to help prevent 
the destruction of these Palestinian homes? 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): On  behalf  of  the  United  Kingdom  Government,  I  have  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/02/offensivebehaviour29022012
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=230887&ds=2%2F2012#adr
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=230887&ds=2%2F2012#adr
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made representations on Silwan both to the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and 
the Israeli ambassador. It remains a matter of concern for us, and we continue to 
press on these issues in the manner that the Foreign Secretary set out a moment 
ago. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/debtext/12022
8-0001.htm#12022857000038  
 

West Bank 
14. Mr Rob Wilson (Reading East) (Con): What recent reports [the Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs] has received on 
settlement activity in the west bank; and if he will make a statement. [96703] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): We receive regular reports from our posts in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem on settlement activity on the west bank. We were concerned to hear on 
22 February of moves to legalise existing housing in Shvut Rachel and Shilo, both 
of which are deep within the west bank, but we acknowledge that those were the 
first such announcements this year. 

Mr Wilson: I thank my hon. Friend for that answer. Is he aware of the campaign, 
supported by many of my constituents, to prevent the illegal demolitions in Silwan 
neighbourhood and the village of al-Aqaba? Will he pledge to continue to raise this 
important issue with his Israeli counterparts? 

Alistair Burt: Yes, I spoke to the Israeli ambassador on 23 February about our 
concerns about the demolitions. We will continue to raise that issue. There have 
been a number of more positive moves over the past few months. I understand 
that some of the demolitions suggested in the Bedouin area of E1 have now been 
suspended, which we believe is good progress, as is the decision not to demolish 
the school at Khan al-Ahmar that I visited a short time ago. 

Mrs Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): Continued settlement activity 
on the west bank cannot be helpful in securing peace, but does the Minister believe that 
this is the only barrier to peace when the total withdrawal of all settlers in Gaza resulted 
in rule by Hamas and a continuing focus on attacks on Israeli settlements? 

Alistair Burt: The hon. Lady rightly gives expression to the complexity of the 
situation in Israel and the difficulty surrounding the settlement issue, where one 
side sees it as an obstruction to progress but the other remembers what 
happened in relation to Gaza. The United Kingdom is firmly of the view that 
continued settlement expansion is an obstacle to peace, but that the confidence 
and security needed to create an overall settlement is essential between the two 
sides, which is why we welcome the continuing conversations in Oman between 
the Palestinian Authority and Israeli leaders. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/debtext/12022
8-0001.htm#12022857000034  
 

West Bank 
8. Mrs Anne McGuire (Stirling) (Lab): What support his Department is providing to 
private sector initiatives in the west bank. [96694] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): Our private sector initiative in the west bank and Gaza 
supports about 500 companies. We attribute perhaps £50 million to sales and 
exports, and also support about 2,200 jobs. 

Mrs McGuire: Last year, I visited Rawabi, a new Palestinian city being built near 
Ramallah. It is the biggest private sector project in Palestinian history and is being 
facilitated by the Portland Trust with the Palestinian Authority. Does the Minister agree 
that economic progress will be an important component of peace? Will he update the 
House on the recent package of economic measures reportedly offered by the Israeli 
Government in response to the Quartet? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/debtext/120228-0001.htm#12022857000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/debtext/120228-0001.htm#12022857000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/debtext/120228-0001.htm#12022857000034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/debtext/120228-0001.htm#12022857000034
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Alistair Burt: I do indeed agree with the right hon. Lady. The economic 
development of the west bank has been a significant feature of the past few 
years, coupled with security improvements, and it is a measure of the relationship 
between Israel and the Palestinian Authority that this has continued. We want the 
discussions between the Israelis and Palestinians that were started in Amman to 
continue. A package of support is part of those continuing discussions, and there 
is no doubt that a comprehensive settlement will be of benefit to both the 
Palestinian and the Israeli economies. 

Pauline Latham (Mid Derbyshire) (Con): Commerce, restaurants and hotels continue 
to provide the highest number of jobs in the west bank, according to a recent United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency report on the Palestinian labour market. Given that 
these sectors stand to benefit directly from a future Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement, 
will the Foreign Secretary reiterate the importance of the Palestinian Authority returning 
to direct peace negotiations without preconditions? … 

Alistair Burt: The health of the private sector economy is a component part of the 
all-round package for the future of the Palestinian Authority and Israel to which my 
hon. Friend alludes. There is no doubt that a comprehensive settlement will 
benefit both the state and private sector economies, and I am pleased that she 
raised the matter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/debtext/12022
8-0001.htm#12022857000028  
 

Middle East: Quartet 
Baroness Falkner of Margravine: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their 
assessment of the role and future of the Middle East quartet. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, the Government remain determined to do everything 
possible to achieve a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. We believe the 
quartet still has an important role in achieving this. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: Given the breakdown of talks on 26 January, in the 
last iteration, and given that one side to the talks has no confidence whatever in the 
representative of the quartet-to the extent that they will not even shake his hand at the 
meetings-and that the other side in the talks flagrantly disregards the representative's 
deadlines for submissions and proposals, can the Government really stick to the view 
that they have complete confidence in the future of the quartet? … 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We all share my noble friend's disappointment at the 
slowness of progress in the Middle East peace process and the difficulties that are 
being encountered-as well as at the suspension of the talks in Amman, although 
they have only been suspended and not abandoned altogether. However, I think 
that she is a shade harsh in her general judgment. We pay tribute to the efforts of 
Mr Blair and others in improving the situation on the ground in occupied Palestine, 
but one must be realistic: the quartet alone cannot achieve the progress that we 
all want to see. Such progress can happen only if the will is there, but the will is 
not present on all the necessary sides in the peace process to make progress 
along the road map. If the will is not there, the quartet cannot achieve the 
impossible.  

Lord Anderson of Swansea: Does the noble Lord agree that the quartet is divided-for 
example over Syria, given Russia's view on it-and that it has been ineffective, save 
marginally at the lower infrastructure level; but that we cannot kill it because there is no 
alternative, and one day there may be a role for it? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I think that the noble Lord is realistic. The quartet is 
not in a position  to achieve  the  magic  progress  that  we  want  to  see,  but  the 
moment may come when its usefulness can be developed. In the mean time, we 
retain confidence in it as a part of the mechanism for taking things forward. … 

Lord Lea of Crondall: My  Lords,  how  does  the effect  of the  Iranian nuclear weapons  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/debtext/120228-0001.htm#12022857000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/debtext/120228-0001.htm#12022857000028
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crisis on Israel bear on the ostensible agenda of the quartet? … 
Lord Howell of Guildford: … Israel's concerns about Iran, and all our concerns 
about Iran's attempt to move to nuclear weapons, are part of the Middle East 
imbroglio. However, we must not let that take our eye too much off the need for 
the Middle East peace process to go ahead and for the road blocks along that 
process-including the building of settlements, which is clearly a major obstacle-to 
be overcome. 

Lord Low of Dalston: My Lords, with the rate of Israeli settlement in Palestine 
continuing apace and apparently unchecked, in precisely what respect has the situation 
improved on the ground? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: As far as settlements are concerned, it has not 
improved at all. On the contrary, although the Jerusalem municipality has told the 
British representatives who make constant representations that for the moment it 
does not plan any further settlements, or any further demolition in east Jerusalem 
either, the settlements seem to continue. … I was referring to Palestine industry 
and enterprise and some beginnings-even in the miserable conditions of Gaza-of 
advance in enterprise, thanks to some noble and dynamic contributions by British 
businesses. 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick: My Lords, if the Palestinian parties, Fatah and Hamas, reach 
agreement in the coming weeks on constituting a technocratic Government with 
Mahmoud Abbas as both President and Prime Minister, will the British Government use 
their influence to deal directly with the Government who emerge from that process and 
not be impeded from doing so by any objections from elsewhere? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The answer is yes, provided that Hamas shows some 
readiness to conform to the quartet principles, renounces violence and plays a 
constructive role. Provided that that happens, we could then move forward, and 
certainly the British Government would use all their influence and support to 
ensure that that process did move forward. 

Lord Alderdice: My Lords, from my visit there last week, I have come away with the 
sense that some important changes are taking place. Indeed, on the Palestinian side, 
there is a sense of confidence which is perhaps partly to do with the application to the 
United Nations and other developments. However, is it not clear that the efforts of the 
quartet itself are resulting in little more than nugatory negotiations and arbitrary 
deadlines? … 

Lord Howell of Guildford: … The quartet is part of the mechanism, but many 
other things need to change and improve. There is the question of the recognition 
of Palestine as a state. The British Government believe that Palestine has fulfilled 
most of the conditions for that although we think that the ultimate statehood will be 
acquired when the occupation ends and when peace is achieved. … 

Baroness Tonge: My Lords, I have just returned from a conference called by the Arab 
League in Qatar on the subject of Jerusalem. At the end of that conference a resolution 
supported by the Arab League was passed to ask the United Nations to try to stop 
Israel's annexation and Judaisation of east Jerusalem. Will the British Government and 
the quartet support this move? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: That is part of a jigsaw, the aims of which would 
certainly have our full support. The position is that after the suspension of the 
Amman talks, Mahmoud Abbas and others have made it quite clear that the aims 
are: border security, on which Israel is supposed to report back by the end of 
March on what it does; a freeze on the settlements, which certainly has not 
occurred; and that if neither of those things happens, then indeed the whole 
process will go back to the United Nations-and we shall continue to use our best 
efforts to make progress there. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120228-
0001.htm#12022860000561  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120228-0001.htm#12022860000561
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120228-0001.htm#12022860000561
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Palestinians 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions his Department has had with the (a) Egyptian, (b) Palestinian 
and (c) Israeli governments on the political and economic situation in the Gaza strip. 
[96820] 

Alistair Burt: We regularly discuss the political and economic situation in Gaza 
with the Israeli and Palestinian authorities, and on occasion with the Egyptian 
Government. In those discussions, we have argued for a relaxation of Israeli 
access and movement restrictions on Gaza; expressed our concern at the 
frequent exchange of rocket attacks and air strikes; and set out our position on 
reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah. I most recently raised the situation in 
Gaza with the Deputy Israeli Foreign Minister on 18 January while Gaza was a 
subject of discussion during President Abbas's visit to London on 15-17 January. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/text/120228w0
004.htm#12022880000024  

 
 

United Nations 

Time for Israeli and Palestinian leaders to get serious about peace talks 
The United Nations political chief today called on Israeli and Palestinian leaders to get 
serious about overcoming the current impasse, noting that the talks begun last month 
have stalled and the situation on the ground in the West Bank and Gaza remains 
dangerous.  “What is important now is for the parties to engage seriously on substance,” 
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs B. Lynn Pascoe said as he briefed the 
Security Council on the situation in the Middle East. … “So far, prospects for the 
resumption of direct bilateral negotiations remain dim,” …  Incidents of settler violence 
against Palestinians and their property, as well as violence by Palestinians against 
settlers, continue in the West Bank, as does demolitions of Palestinian property. The past 
month has also witnessed increasing tensions and violence between Palestinians and 
Israeli security forces around holy sites, he reported. There was also a significant 
increase in rockets fired from Gaza into Israel this month, he added. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41402&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/text/120228w0004.htm#12022880000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120228/text/120228w0004.htm#12022880000024
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html


 7

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill (closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
 

Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
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