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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Department for Education 
T8. [96415] Hugh Bayley: … the Minister of State, the hon. Member for Bognor Regis 
and Littlehampton (Mr Gibb), rightly pointed out the importance of the English 
baccalaureate in encouraging young people at secondary school to learn modern 
languages. In order to gain the baccalaureate, young people also have to do well in 
maths, science and a humanities subject—history or geography. Why not also include 
religious education as a possible subject here? 

The Minister of State, Department for Education (Mr Nick Gibb): There has 
been a large written campaign about religious education and I should make the 
point that we regard RE as a very important part of the curriculum, as it provides a 
rigorous subject. However, its study is compulsory until 16 and we were 
concerned that if we had included it as part of the humanities element, weaker 
schools would have dropped history or geography and focused only on RE. We 
want a broad and balanced curriculum taught in our schools, including not only a 
humanities subject, such as history and geography, but RE. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120227/debtext/12022
7-0001.htm#1202272000031  

 
Divorce (Religious Marriages) Act 2002 

Lord Lester of Herne Hill: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will consult 
representatives of the British Islamic religious communities about whether an order 
should be made by the Lord Chancellor under Section 1 of the Divorce (Religious 
Marriages) Act 2002.[HL15695] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally): It is for a religious 
community itself to decide to make use of the provisions of the Act and then ask 
the Lord Chancellor to prescribe the religious group for that purpose. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#120
22845004021  

 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Eric Pickles: First volunteering day marks the start of "A Year of Service" 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles will today join faith  leaders at a  special  volunteering  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120227/debtext/120227-0001.htm#1202272000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120227/debtext/120227-0001.htm#1202272000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#12022845004021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#12022845004021


 2

 

event held by members of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá'ís of the UK to 
launch the start of A Year of Service. 
A Year of Service is a unique programme where nine faith communities are leading a 
series of volunteering days throughout the year, encouraging people of all faiths and 
people of non-religious beliefs to come together to help improve their local 
neighbourhoods. … 
Also announced today is a new category in the national Faith Through a Lens 
photography competition, which this year will feature photographs taken by a Year of 
Service volunteers, celebrating their achievements of volunteers and capturing the wide 
range of activities that will take place during the year. 
… Eric Pickles said: "… Churches, temples, mosques and synagogues are keen to reach 
out beyond their own walls. Inter-faith activity is thriving and I'd encourage everyone to 
get involved in an event this year and remember to take a photo." … 
Andrew Stunell said: "Our faith groups are a huge force for good in building strong 
communities with thousands of unsung individuals donating significant amounts of their 
free time to improve the lives of those around them. These people are instrumental in 
getting others involved in local social action. … 
Nick Hurd Minister for Civil Society said: "Faith groups are a powerful tool to catalyse 
social action, which is why the Cabinet Office has provided grant funding to support A 
Year of Service. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2096308  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

EU: Israel Association Agreement 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether discussions at meetings under 
the European Union-Israel Association Agreement concerning the human rights clauses 
of the agreement always include points relating to the West Bank, East Jerusalem and 
Gaza; and, if not, whether they will press for their inclusion.[HL15698] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK is clear that the human rights clauses of the European Union 
(EU)-Israel Association Agreement are an important part of the framework 
governing co-operation between the EU and Israel. 
Human rights discussions formed significant parts of the last meetings of both the 
EU-Israel Association Council (the ministerial-level body overseeing the 
Association Agreement) in February 2011 and the EU-Israel Association 
Committee (the senior official body) in September 2011. Human rights will again 
be raised by the EU at the next meetings of these bodies. These human rights 
discussions take into account the situations in the West Bank, East Jerusalem 
and Gaza. The EU will continue to raise on a routine basis any concerns it has 
over human rights in these areas (and elsewhere) within the relevant structures of 
the EU-Israel Association Agreement. 
The UK has been clear that it is not in favour of upgrading the EU-Israel 
Association Agreement until there has been substantial progress towards a two-
state solution. Improvements in the human rights situations in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories will form an essential part of this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#120
22845004043  
 
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2096308
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#12022845004043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#12022845004043
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Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government, following the decisions of the executive 
board of UNESCO of 19 November 2010 and 19 June 2011, what action has been taken 
to follow up decisions on Israeli excavations and archaeological works on the al-Aqsa 
mosque and in the Old City of Jerusalem. [HL15557] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We raise our concerns on East Jerusalem with Israel on a regular 
basis bilaterally and with our European Union partners. East Jerusalem is 
regarded as occupied territory under international law-we do not recognise Israel's 
annexation of East Jerusalem. 
We continue to support international calls for restraint and the avoidance of 
provocative actions in and around Jerusalem. Attempts by Israel to alter the 
character or demography of East Jerusalem are unacceptable and extremely 
provocative. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
statement of 31 October 2011 by the Secretary-General of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference to the General Conference of UNESCO, asserting that Israel was 
"Judaizing" occupied East Jerusalem and attempting to change its demographic 
composition.[HL15558] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We raise our concerns on East Jerusalem with Israel 
on a regular basis bilaterally and with our European Union partners. East 
Jerusalem is regarded as occupied territory under international law-we do not 
recognise Israel's annexation of East Jerusalem. 
We continue to support international calls for restraint and the avoidance of 
provocative actions in and around Jerusalem. Jerusalem holds 
particular significance for many groups around the globe, especially the three 
Abrahamic faiths of Islam, Judaism and Christianity. Attempts by Israel to alter the 
character or demography of East Jerusalem are unacceptable and extremely 
provocative. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the value of British arms 
sales to Israel in 2011; what is the projected value of sales in 2012; and what system is 
in place to monitor Israel's use of British-manufactured arms within the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories.[HL15569] 

The Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills & 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Green of Hurstpierpoint): We do 
not hold information on actual arms sales. However, information on arms exports 
is published in the annual and quarterly reports on strategic export controls. 
These reports contain detailed information on export licences issued, refused or 
revoked, by destination, including the overall value, type (e.g. military, other) and 
a summary of the items covered by these licences. They are available to view at: 
https://www.exportcontroldb.berr.gov.uk/eng/fox. [incorrect link – see below] 
Currently this includes information up to 30 September 2011. Information covering 
1 October to 31 December 2011 will be published in April 2012 and information 
covering 1 January 2012 to 31 March 2012 will be published in July 2012. 
The use of military equipment in destinations of concern is monitored by UK 
overseas posts, using a variety of information including local media and NGOs. 
Posts have standing instructions to report misuse of UK-origin defence 
equipment. Overseas posts are regularly asked to check the accuracy of the 
information contained in the end-user documentation submitted in support of the 
application. Should this assessment identify an unacceptable risk, the application 
will not be approved. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are taking action to 
prevent any desecration of the Mamilla Jerusalem cemetery, and to halt the construction 
of the Centre for Human Dignity Museum of Tolerance and the related disinterment of 
Muslim graves.[HL15573] 

 

https://www.exportcontroldb.berr.gov.uk/eng/fox
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Lord Howell of Guildford: We have made it clear to Israel on a number of 
occasions that demolitions of homes and other property in occupied territory are in 
direct contravention of Article 53 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. We will 
continue to lobby the Israeli Government, bilaterally and with European Union 
partners, on the issue of demolitions and related human rights concerns. We have 
not taken direct action on this specific issue. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have studied the alleged 
use by Israeli Defence Forces of dense inert metal explosives, flechettes and 
phosphorus weapons in areas containing civilians in (1) southern Lebanon in 2006, and 
(2) the Gaza Strip in 2008-09; and, if so, what conclusions they reached and what action 
they propose. [HL15700] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The Government are committed to upholding 
accountability for allegations of breaches of international humanitarian law that 
have arisen from conflicts in the region through full, fair and impartial 
investigations by the parties. 
The report by the Human Rights Council fact-finding mission on Gaza (Goldstone 
report) raises very serious concerns about the conduct of both Israel and Hamas 
during the Gaza conflict. It is vital that each of the parties involved-Israel, Hamas 
and the Palestinian Authority-addresses the allegations made against them. 
The Israeli authorities carried out an investigation and reported on "The Operation 
in Gaza" in July 2009. This was updated in January 2010 and again in July 2010. 
This included investigating the use of white phosphorus munitions and flechettes. 
We will continue to raise our concerns as appropriate and follow the progress of 
investigations closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#120
22845004084  
 

The weblink included in Lord Green’s above response to Baroness Tonge is incorrect 
because the Department for Business, Enterprise, and Regulatory Reform (BERR) has 
been superseded by the Department for Business Innovation and Skills (BIS). The 
correct link is https://www.exportcontroldb.bis.gov.uk/eng/fox  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what enquiries they have made into 
allegations that Israeli companies are exploiting the stone resources of the West Bank, in 
contravention of the 4th Geneva Convention; and whether they have taken any 
consequent action.[HL15423] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We regularly raise with the Israeli authorities their obligations under 
international law. 
While our officials in Israel are aware of these allegations, our lobbying of the 
Israeli Government focuses on the most urgent issues including those which pose 
the greatest threat to a two-state solution, to the continuation of the peace 
process or to the lives of ordinary Palestinians. This specific issue has not been 
raised with the Israeli authorities. 
The UK continues to promote a lasting settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
and a final status agreement that will ensure a just arrangement on resources. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will continue to discuss 
with the Government of Israel their concerns regarding arrest, interrogation and detention 
of Palestinians by Israel, which have been raised by B'Tselem and UNICEF.[HL15697] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I can assure the noble Lord that the UK, along with 
European Union (EU) partners, continues regularly to raise our concerns with the 
Israeli Government about the application of due process and the treatment of 
Palestinian detainees. 
The  Parliamentary   Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022845004084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022845004084
https://www.exportcontroldb.bis.gov.uk/eng/fox
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Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), 
discussed the treatment of prisoners most recently with Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ayalon on 18 January 2012, including the issue of child detainees, as well as with 
the Israeli ambassador to London. 
The Government of Israel have reaffirmed to us their commitment to treating 
prisoners in line with international human rights standards. The UK will continue to 
monitor the situation with regard to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons and to 
encourage the Government of Israel to meet their stated commitments. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the European Union Heads of 
Mission in Jerusalem and Ramallah received responses from the Government of Israel to 
the statement of 28 January concerning detentions of members of the Palestinian 
Liberation Council in 2012.[HL15881] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: EU Heads of Mission in Jerusalem and Ramallah, as 
of 21 February, have not received a response from the Government of Israel in 
reply to their statement on the detention of members of the Palestinian Legislative 
Council. We continue to monitor the situation and to raise this issue as 
appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#120
22845004085  
 

Khader Adnan Mohammad Musa 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the health of Mr Khader Adnan 
Mohammad Musa; and what representations they have made regarding the practice of 
administrative detention in Israel. [HL15835] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The condition of Mr Khader Adnan Mohammed Musa, currently on 
hunger strike while held in administrative detention by the Israeli authorities, 
remains of concern to the UK. 
Our officials in Tel Aviv discussed the issue on 16 February with the Israeli 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, stressing our concerns, as well as with the office of the 
Israeli National Security Adviser and the Israeli Prison Service. 
The UK supports the position of the EU, as set out in the statement by the 
spokesperson of the EU High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy and Vice President of the Commission, on 17 February 2012: 
"The High Representative is following with great concern reports about the 
deteriorating health condition of Khader Adnan, a Palestinian held in 
administrative detention in Israel and who has been on hunger strike since mid-
December. 
The High Representative requests the Government of Israel to do all it can to 
preserve the health of Mr Adnan in its continuing handling of this case. 
The High Representative reiterates the EU's longstanding concern about the 
extensive use by Israel of administrative detention without formal charge. 
Detainees have the right to be informed about the charges underlying any 
detention and be subject to a fair trial." 
The UK continues to encourage the Israeli Government to comply with their 
obligations under international law, including in their policies on detention and the 
treatment of Palestinian prisoners. The UK is working closely with EU partners to 
consider further action as appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#120
22845004089  
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions  his  Department has had  with the  government  of Israel  on  proposed  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022845004085
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022845004085
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022845004089
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022845004089
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evictions and house demolitions in the Al Bustan area of Silwan in East Jerusalem. 
[95668] 

Alistair Burt: We view demolitions and evictions in occupied territory as causing 
unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians, as harmful to the peace process 
and, in all but the most limited circumstances, as contrary to international 
humanitarian law.   
We have made clear to the Israeli authorities in various meetings our serious 
concern at the 40% increase during 2011, as recorded by the UN, in demolitions 
of Palestinian properties in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
I raised Israeli plans for the City of David National Park in Al Bustan area of Silwan 
in East Jerusalem most recently on 23 February 2012 with the Israeli ambassador 
to London. The British ambassador to Tel Aviv raised our concerns on 20 
February 2012 with Interior Minister Yishai. We have also discussed the issue 
with the Jerusalem municipality. 
We and our EU partners are continuing to follow closely developments in Silwan, 
East Jerusalem, including threatened and actual demolition of Palestinian homes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120227/text/120227w0
001.htm#12022740000039 
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Graeme Morrice: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli government on the possible eviction of 
Palestinian citizens from the town of Silwan in East Jerusalem; and if he will make a 
statement. [96010] 

Alistair Burt: We are urging the Israeli authorities to desist from the threatened 
demolitions and evictions from the town of Silwan in East Jerusalem, which we 
consider to be contrary to Israel's obligations under international humanitarian 
law; harmful to the peace process; as well as causing unnecessary suffering to 
ordinary Palestinians.  I raised the Israeli plans for the City of David National Park 
in Al Bustan area of Silwan with the Israeli ambassador to London on 23 February 
2012. The British ambassador to Tel Aviv raised this issue with the Israeli Minister 
of Interior on 20 February. Embassy officials also lobbied the Jerusalem 
municipality on 21 February and were told that the municipality had no plans to 
conduct wide-scale demolitions in the immediate future. I issued a statement 
condemning the decision of the Jerusalem authorities to build additional Israeli 
structures in Silwan on 30 December 2011.   
We and our EU partners are following closely developments in Silwan and East 
Jerusalem, including threatened and actual demolition of Palestinian homes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120227/text/120227w0
001.htm#12022740000040  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning a response to the Palestinian Centre for 
Human Rights in Gaza, which submitted criminal complaints three years ago on behalf of 
families whose members were severely injured during Operation Cast Lead.[HL15571] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We regularly raise with the Israeli authorities the importance of due 
process and access to justice for Palestinians affected by the occupation. We 
have not made any representations to the Israeli authorities on this specific issue. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the arrest on 19 January at the Erez 
crossing in Gaza and subsequent imprisonment of Bassam Raihan; and what steps they 
will take to ensure that those leaving Gaza for urgent medical treatment are not subject 
to cruel and degrading treatment.[HL15572] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120227/text/120227w0001.htm#12022740000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120227/text/120227w0001.htm#12022740000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120227/text/120227w0001.htm#12022740000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120227/text/120227w0001.htm#12022740000040
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Lord Howell of Guildford: We continue to raise with the Israeli Government the 
need to ease their restrictions on movement and access to and from Gaza, in 
close co-ordination with the office of the Quartet Representative and European 
Union partners. 
Officials at our consulate general in Jerusalem have discussed the case of Mr 
Bassam Raihan with the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR), which 
confirmed that Mr Raihan is in Israeli custody at Ashdod prison in southern Israel, 
having been arrested while seeking to cross from Gaza to the West Bank for 
medical treatment. PCHR is making efforts to ensure that he has access to legal 
representation. We continue to monitor developments. 
The Department for International Development (DfID) supports the United Nations 
(UN) Access Coordination Unit, to work with the UN, Israel, the Palestinian 
Authority and aid agencies to facilitate the transfer of vital humanitarian 
assistance, including medical equipment and supplies, in and out of Gaza. DfID 
gives the UN Access Coordination Unit £1.1 million to help support its work. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
concerning the supply of affordable fuel to Gaza, following the stoppage of the Gaza 
power plant due to shortage of fuel on 14 February.[HL15836] 

Baroness Northover: We hold Israel, as the occupying power, responsible for 
ensuring Gaza's basic needs are met and this includes the provision of fuel. Israel 
continues to provide 120 megawatts of electricity per day directly to Gaza, which 
meets approximately 43 per cent of Gaza's power needs and is paid for by the 
Palestinian Authority. The remainder of Gaza's power needs, including the fuel 
needed to operate the Gaza power station, is sourced from Egypt. We understand 
that the stoppage of the Gaza power plant on 14 February was due to a shortage 
of fuel entering Gaza from Egypt. 
Discussions are continuing between the Palestinian and Egyptian authorities on 
the transfer of fuel to Gaza. The UK continues to press the Israeli authorities on 
the urgent need to ease movement and access restrictions into and out of Gaza, 
including for the reconstruction of essential infrastructure to ensure a sustainable 
and affordable power supply for the Gazan people. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the airstrikes in Gaza on 3 February which 
wounded four civilians, and destroyed and damaged civilian buildings and a water 
tank.[HL15837] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK remains concerned about the situation in 
Gaza and by recent incidents in and around Gaza. 
We continue to urge restraint on all sides and to condemn any acts that might lead 
to an escalation of the fragile situation on the ground or cause civilian casualties. 
All such violence represents both an unacceptable risk to innocent life and a real 
obstacle to direct negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. 
We have not raised the specific incidents on 3 February, but are continuing to 
monitor developments closely and to raise our concerns as appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#120
22845004051  
 

Egypt 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Egypt about allowing the legitimate supply of fuel to Gaza.[HL15665] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We hold Israel, as the occupying power, responsible for ensuring 
Gaza's basic needs are met, and this includes the provision of fuel. Israel 
continues to provide 120 megawatts (MW) of electricity per day directly to Gaza, 
which meets approximately 43 per cent of Gaza's power needs and is paid for by 
the  Palestinian  Authority.  Egypt  provides a  further  17MW and  the  balance  of  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022845004051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0003.htm#12022845004051
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Gaza's power needs (approximately 140MW) should be met by the Gaza power 
plant. The Gaza Electricity Distribution Company (GEDCO) is now buying diesel 
fuel, which is sourced via tunnels between Egypt and Gaza, to operate two 
turbines in the power station to produce 60MW, and has not requested any 
industrial fuel from Israel since 5 January 2011. The majority of the population still 
experiences power cuts, but these are now shorter in duration and less frequent 
than in late 2010. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#120
22845004027  

 
 

United Nations 

Only negotiated, two-state solution will fully restore Jerusalem to rightful place as 
symbol of sanctity, fraternity, peace for entire world, says Secretary-General 
… For Muslims, Jews and Christians, Jerusalem is a place of faith and longing, as well as 
the symbol of intertwined national aspirations.  It is a sacred space that must not be 
confined to one creed or community and must be open and accessible to all.  Precisely 
because actions in Jerusalem are felt throughout the world, it must stand as a symbol of 
peace and opportunity for the region and beyond. … 
Only through negotiations can Jerusalem emerge as the capital of two states, living side-
by-side in peace and security, with arrangements for the holy sites that are acceptable to 
all.  This is the road to fulfilling the vision put forward by Security Council resolutions and 
the Arab Peace Initiative, and the hopes of all those yearning for peace.  Both sides have 
a particular responsibility to create a conducive environment for meaningful 
negotiations.  Palestinians should remain constructively engaged. 
Unfortunately, Israel’s continued settlement activity in occupied East Jerusalem, as well 
as in the rest of the West Bank, undermines that effort and prejudges final status issues, 
often with tragic human consequences.  Home demolitions and forced evictions are also 
cause for continued deep concern.  So, too, is the Government of Israel’s recent forcible 
transfer of members of the Palestinian Legislative Council from East Jerusalem to 
Ramallah.  … Access into East Jerusalem remains severely restricted by checkpoints, 
permits and the barrier, whose route is contrary to the Advisory Opinion of the 
International Court of Justice.  Day after day, Palestinians are cut off from economic 
opportunity, family contact, and basic services. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/sgsm14130.doc.htm  
 
Young Palestinian entrepreneurs to receive loans through UN-backed initiative 
Thousands of young Palestinians will receive access to financial loans to support their 
new businesses through a United Nations-backed initiative announced today, which 
seeks to stimulate the creation of new jobs in the Middle East. 
The “Mubadarati” loan programme will be carried out by the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East in collaboration with Silatech, a social enterprise 
company that focuses on creating opportunities for youth in the Arab world. … 
“Both UNRWA and Silatech are committed to policies of economic empowerment and 
financial inclusion that will enable Palestinian youth to play their full economic and social 
role in the societies in which they live and work.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41382&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0002.htm#12022845004027
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

UN: Security Council 
Lord Grocott: To ask Her Majesty's Government on which occasions in the past 10 
years a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council has exercised a veto, 
and in each case what was the issue on which the veto was exercised.[HL15658] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): This table shows the occasions in the past 10 years where a 
permanent member of the United Nations Security Council has exercised a veto 
and the issue in which the veto was exercised: 

Year 
No. of 
Vetoes 

Date Issue 
Vetoing 
Member 
State 

2002 2 
30 
Jun. 

Situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina Draft Resolution on the 
renewal of UN peacekeeping mission (UNMIBH) (S/2002/712) 

USA 

  
20 
Dec. 

Situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian Question Draft 
Resolution condemned the killing by Israeli forces of several UN 
employees and the destruction of the World Food Programme 
(WFP) warehouse (S/2002/1385) 

USA 

2003 2 
16 
Sep. 

Situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian Question Draft 
Resolution demanded the cessation of violence and that Israel 
ceased to threaten the safety of the President of the Palestinian 
Authority (S/2003/891) 

USA 

  
14 
Oct. 

Situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian Question Draft 
Resolution declared the security wall built by Israel in the West 
Bank to be illegal (S/2003/980) 

USA 

2004 3 
25 
Mar. 

Situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian Question Draft 
Resolution condemned the killing of Ahmed Yassin, the leader of 
the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) (S/2004/240) 

USA 

  
21 
Apr. 

Situation in Cyprus Draft Resolution approved the mandate of a 
new UN operation in Cyprus and banned arm sales (S/2004/313) 

Russia 

  
05 
Oct. 

Situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian Question Draft 
Resolution demanded that Israel halt all military operations in 
northern Gaza and ensure that UN personnel and workers can 
access the region (S/2004/783) 

USA 

2005 0    

2006 2 
13 
Jul. 

Situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian Question Draft 
Resolution demanded the unconditional release of an Israeli soldier 
as well as Israel's immediate withdrawal from Gaza and the release 
of Palestinian Officials (S/2006/508) 

USA 

  
11 
Nov. 

Situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian Question Draft 
Resolution on the Israeli military operations in Gaza and the 
immediate withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza and a cessation of 
violence on both sides (S/2006/878) 

USA 

2007 2 
12 
Jan. 

Situation in Myanmar Draft Resolution called on the Government of 
Myanmar to cease military attacks against civilians and ethnic 
minority regions (S/2007/14) 

China, 
Russia 

2008 2 
11 
Jul. 

Peace and Security in Africa Draft Resolution condemned the 
violence by the Government of Zimbabwe against civilians after the 
elections of 27 June 2008 and demanding the immediate cessation 
of violence (S/2008/447) 

China, 
Russia 
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2009 1 
15 
Jun. 

Georgia Draft Resolution on extending UN mandate in Georgia 
(S/2009/310) 

Russia 

2010 0    

2011 3 
18 
Feb. 

Situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian Question Draft 
Resolution demanded that Israeli cease the construction of 
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (S/2011/24) 

USA 

  
04 
Oct. 

Middle East (Syria) Draft Resolution called on the Syrian 
Government to halt their violent offensive, comply with its 
obligations under applicable international law, co-operate with the 
UN and UN agencies (S/2011/612) 

China, 
Russia 

Up to 
15 

Feb. 
2012 

2 
04 
Feb. 

Middle East (Syria) Draft Resolution condemned the violations of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms by the Syrian Government 
and demanded that the Syrian Government comply with the Arab 
League Action Plan of 2 November 2011 and with its decision on 22 
January 2012 to cease all violence. (S/2012/77) 

China, 
Russia 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0005.htm#120
22845004148 
 

Religious Freedom 
Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office maintains or maintained a Religious Freedom Panel; if so, whether 
it still meets; and, if not, why not. [HL15562] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Foreign and Commonwealth Office does not currently maintain a 
Religious Freedom Panel. The panel's role was embraced in the Foreign 
Secretary's Advisory Group on Human Rights in 2010. The members of this group 
were chosen because of their ability to contribute to discussions across the range 
of human rights issues and many of the group's members are familiar with 
freedom of religion issues, which continue to be a central concern. In its report on 
the FCO's human rights work 2010-11, the Foreign Affairs Committee commented 
that the Advisory Group on Human Rights was a "significant advance on the 
FCO's Religion Freedom Panel of old". 

Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they regularly assess the state 
of religious freedoms worldwide; and, if so, whether their findings are available in a 
collected form.[HL15563] 

Lord Howell of Guildford Protecting religious freedoms and preventing 
discrimination on religious grounds is a key human rights issue for the 
Government. All of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office's Embassies and High 
Commissions have a responsibility regularly to monitor and to raise human rights 
violations and attacks on religious freedoms where these occur in their host 
countries. Ministers and FCO staff raise our concerns with host Governments and 
where possible take action on individual cases and lobby for changes in 
discriminatory practices and laws. 
In addition, the FCO produces an annual Human Rights Report which has a 
section on freedom of religion or belief. The entry for each "country of concern" in 
the Human Rights Report includes a section on freedom of religion or belief in that 
country. Updates are published online on a quarterly basis. 

Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of religious 
freedom in Saudi Arabia. [HL15715] 

Lord Howell of Guildford Non-Muslims are not permitted to worship openly or 
establish places of worship in Saudi Arabia as the authorities take the view that 
this is contrary to Sharia law in the Land of the Two Holy Mosques. The Saudi 
authorities maintain that all forms of Islam are permitted to worship in Saudi 
Arabia. However, for the Shia community,  civic and  religious  freedoms,  such  as  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0005.htm#12022845004148
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0005.htm#12022845004148


 11

 

the building of mosques, are restricted. 
We support the right to freedom of religion or belief. We make our views known 
through the United Nations Universal Periodic Review Process, the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office's annual human rights report and directly with Saudi human 
rights organisations and the Saudi Arabian Government. The UK will continue to 
press for greater, more open religious freedom. 

Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of religious 
freedom in Bahrain. [HL15716] 

Lord Howell of Guildford Article 22 of the 2002 Constitution of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain guarantees the inviolability of worship and states that freedom of 
conscience is absolute. This guarantees its citizens the freedom to perform 
religious rites and hold religious parades and meetings. Bahrain therefore permits 
many communities freedom to practice their respective religions without 
interference and display symbols of their religion. This includes followers of Islam, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Judaism and the Baha'i Faith. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0004.htm#120
22845004119  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill (closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0004.htm#12022845004119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120227w0004.htm#12022845004119
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review
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Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 
 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
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