
 1

21 February 2012

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Mr Eric Pickles): … 
The freedom to pray 
On 10 February, the High Court ruled in a case against Bideford town council, banning 
the practice of prayers at the formal beginning of council meetings. The basis of this 
ruling was a narrow interpretation of section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972. In 
short, the Court asserted that councils do not have an explicit power to hold prayers as 
part of the formal business at council meetings. 
I do not believe it was ever the intention of Parliament when it passed that Act 40 years 
ago to prohibit council prayers, which are a common-day practice that dates back many 
centuries. It is my view that this judgment was another example of the public sector 
marginalising faith by promoting an illiberal and intolerant secularism. 
I believe Christianity continues to play an important part in the culture, heritage and fabric 
of our nation, especially given we have an established Church. As the Prime Minister 
asserted in his speech in Christ Church, Oxford, in December, “We are a Christian 
country and we should not be afraid to say so”. 
Of course, we respect those with other faiths, and those with none. The right to worship is 
a fundamental and hard-fought British liberty, and the fight for religious freedom in British 
history is deeply entwined with the political freedoms we take for granted. 
While Parliament’s prayers are protected by the Bill of Rights, local councils have no such 
shield. Last week, I decided to fast-track the commencement of the general power of 
competence in the Localism Act 2011. Previously local authorities have only been able to 
do those things that the law specifically empowered them to do or which are incidental to 
those things. The new general power of competence turns the current situation on its 
head. Rather than looking to Whitehall to hand down specific powers, it enables councils 
to do anything that an individual could do unless it is specifically prohibited by law. These 
new flexibilities for councils include the freedom to pray and hold prayers at the start of 
council meetings, should they wish. … 
Following the signing of a commencement order on 17 February, the power is now in 
effect for all principal local authorities in England and by April for parish councils meeting 
the necessary requirements, following the ratification of necessary (affirmative resolution) 
orders in both Houses of Parliament. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/wmstext/12022
0m0001.htm#1202202000004  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/wmstext/120220m0001.htm#1202202000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/wmstext/120220m0001.htm#1202202000004
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Eric Pickles gives councils back the freedom to pray 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2091511  

 
 

Communities and Local Government 

Eric Pickles: Communities together not apart 
… A new 'localist' approach to achieving a more integrated society focusing on creating 
the conditions for everyone to live and work successfully alongside each other was today 
unveiled by Secretary of State Eric Pickles and Communities Minister Andrew Stunell. … 
[This:] 

 emphasises and celebrates what we have in common … 
 promotes the responsibilities we have to each other and to society … 
 gives people of all backgrounds the opportunities to play an active part, be heard 

and take decisions … 
 ensures that intolerance is robustly challenged and extremist views and behaviour 

marginalised by improving the recording of hate crime including against the Muslim 
and Jewish communities. … 

The paper argues that Britain, with its proud history of migration and tolerance, is well 
placed to meet the challenges of integration. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2092147  
 

Creating the conditions for integration 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/2092103.pdf  
 
 

BBC 

Religious education in schools is 'a priority' say MPs    
MPs have set up a new group to safeguard the teaching of religious education to pupils in 
England. The all party parliamentary group on RE wants the subject to be treated as a 
priority. … Stephen Lloyd MP who will chair the group said the group would provide a real 
insight into the value of RE. …  
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-17068153 
 
Faith rules 'end at temple door', equalities chief says    
Christians who argue they should be exempt from equality laws are no different from 
Muslims who want to impose sharia law in the UK, human rights chief Trevor Phillips has 
said. … Asked about conflicts between religion and equalities, he said: "The law stops at 
the door of the temple as far as I'm concerned. Once you start to provide public services 
that have to be run under public rules, for example child protection, then you have to go 
with public law. Institutions have to make a decision whether they want to do that or they 
don't want to do that, but you can't say 'because we decide we're different then we need 
a different set of laws'. … To me there's nothing different in principle with a Catholic 
adoption agency, or indeed Methodist adoption agency, saying the rules in our 
community are different and therefore the law shouldn't apply to us. Why not then say 
sharia can be apply to different parts of the country? It doesn't work." … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-17074114 
 

TOP 
 

 
 
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2091511
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2092147
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/2092103.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-17068153
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-17074114


 3

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Iran 
col 637  Paul Flynn: Is the hon. Gentleman aware of any IAEA evidence on Israel’s 
nuclear weapons programme? 
Mr Baron: The hon. Gentleman makes a fair point. In certain quarters in the middle east, 
it is felt that double standards are being applied in that Israel has developed nuclear 
weapons and the west does not seem to worry about them. My right hon. and learned 
Friend the Member for Kensington (Sir Malcolm Rifkind) suggests that the evidence is 
circumstantial, and I am willing to grant him that point. 
col 638  Mr Baron: … Those who view the map from Tehran’s point of view will see that 
she is surrounded by nuclear powers: Russia, Pakistan, a United States naval presence, 
and Israel. All those powers contribute to Iran’s feeling of encirclement. 
I am very conscious, as the House will be, of the argument that if Iran develops nuclear 
weapons, that will lead to a nuclear arms race in the region but without the safety 
mechanisms that existed during the cold war … However, I do not accept that argument. 
… Paul Pillar, the CIA’s national intelligence officer for the middle east between 2000 and 
2005, recently wrote that there was “nothing in the record of behavior by the Islamic 
Republic that suggests irrationality”. That view was reinforced by Ehud Barak, the Israeli 
Defence Minister, last year. … 
col 639  Mr Baron: … many invoke President Ahmadinejad’s call for Israel to be wiped 
off the face of the map. Surely, they say, that is proof of irrationality; surely that is 
evidence that Iran cannot be allowed to develop nuclear weapons. However, a careful 
examination of the translation suggests that President Ahmadinejad was badly 
misquoted. Even The New York Times, one of the first outlets to misquote Ahmadinejad, 
now accepts that the word “map” was never used. A more accurate translation offers “the 
regime occupying Jerusalem must vanish from the page of time”. 
Given that Ahmadinejad compared his desired option—the elimination of “the regime 
occupying Jerusalem”—with the fall of the Shah’s regime in Iran, it is quite clear that he 
was talking about regime change and not about the destruction of Israel itself, just as he 
did not want the end of Iran in his comparison. The pedantry over the translation is 
important. Some Members may scoff, but this is a terribly important point. The immediate 
reaction to Ahmadinejad’s speech in 2005 was the then Israeli Prime Minister’s call for 
Iran to be expelled from the United Nations, and the US urging its allies to “get tougher” 
on Iran. 
That mistranslation is used to this day, even by former Foreign Secretaries outside the 
House. I wonder why the Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not provided more 
clarity on the point. I hope that it is not to do with a hidden agenda. … 
Louise Ellman: If the hon. Gentleman is so dismissive of Iran’s statement that Israel 
should be wiped off the face of the earth, can he explain why, in February 2011, 
Ayatollah Khamenei repeated the statement that Israel was a “cancerous tumour” that 
must be removed? 
Mr Baron: If the hon. Lady will forgive me, I must say that we need to examine these 
statements very carefully, because that translation too is open to dispute. It is all very 
well coming to the House with these translations, but Farsi is a complex language, as 
she will know, and we have to make sure that we get them right. Many scholars outside 
this place verify that President Ahmadinejad’s original statement was misquoted … 
col 641  Mr Baron: … A strike by Israel or the west would unite Iran in fury and perhaps 
trigger a regional war, and it would certainly encourage the hard-liners to push for a 
bomb. … A fresh approach is required. Israel will not attack Iran if Washington objects.  
Now is the time for the US to make it clear to Israel that force should not be used.  
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col 643  Michael McCann: … I add the Iranians’ rhetoric that the holocaust did not take 
place and President Ahmadinejad’s declaration that Israel should be wiped off the map; I 
refer to the comments of the hon. Member for Basildon and Billericay. If that declaration 
was somehow misinterpreted, were the Iranians also misinterpreted when they said that 
the holocaust did not take place? …  
Alec Shelbrooke: It appears that President Ahmadinejad likes to cherry-pick his 
arguments. Clearly, he is an anti-Semite who is intent on getting rid of the Jewish people 
by denying the holocaust. He also talks about getting rid of the occupation of Jerusalem, 
but that is just looking at the past hour’s news. Look at the years before that, when the 
Jews were there before the Muslims. When President Ahmadinejad makes such 
statements, his intent towards the Jewish people is clear. 
Mr McCann: Absolutely. The question is the degree to which President Ahmadinejad is 
an anti-Semite rather than whether he is an anti-Semite in the first place. … 
col 645  Malcolm Rifkind: … if the United States … the west and the international 
community renounced the use of force at this stage, I believe that Israel would be more 
likely to decide to act unilaterally. … As long as the United States has not ruled out that 
option, the Israelis are under much greater pressure to allow the negotiations the best 
possible opportunity to produce the desired result. If that option is removed from the 
table, particularly by the United States, the Israelis will say, “We are sorry, but sanctions 
are not working and the negotiations are going nowhere. Every week that passes creates 
a more dangerous Iran. If no one else will act, we will.” … 
John McDonnell: If the Israelis do act unilaterally, what sanctions should be applied to 
them? 
Sir Malcolm Rifkind: The Israelis acted unilaterally against Iraq when they removed the 
Osirak reactor, and both the western world and the Arab world breathed a huge sign of 
relief. It would ultimately depend on how successful the Israelis could be, and that is a 
separate question. …  
col 646   Sarah Wollaston: Is it not in Israel’s gift to de-escalate the situation and move 
away from a nuclear arms race by declaring its own nuclear capability? 
Malcolm Rifkind: That might be an option, but the political reality is that Israel has had 
nuclear weapons for 30 years and that has not led to Arab countries threatening 
seriously to develop their own nuclear capability. … 
col 661  Douglas Alexander: … members of the [Iranian] regime have directed their 
hatred towards Israel, from their denial of the holocaust to the continued threats to the 
people and state of Israel, and for those statements and threats they deserve our clear 
and unequivocal condemnation. Israel should know that the international community is 
united in condemnation of this violent and abhorrent rhetoric and the world view that it 
reveals—there can be no excuse and no defence for such outrageous and inflammatory 
language about any member of the international community, and it should be condemned 
without qualification—but Israel should also understand that its friends in the international 
community see Iran acquiring nuclear weapons as affecting not only Israel’s security 
alone, but the security of the broader region and indeed the world. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/debtext/12022
0-0002.htm#12022015000001  

 

col 674  Louise Ellman: … Iran threatens international peace, because it exports 
terrorism and provokes conflict, preventing peaceful solutions to long-standing conflicts. I 
refer specifically to its support for Hezbollah in Lebanon and for Hamas in Gaza. There is 
clear evidence that it is not just promoting terrorism, but supplying weapons and training 
to those groups. One of its main aims is to prevent a peaceful resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. …  
Last year 80 Iranian Katyushas went to Gaza and continued the conflict there, and in 
March 2011 the Israeli navy seized 50 tonnes of weapons from Iranian-loaded ships 
bound for Gaza. Those attempts by Iran—the supporting of terrorism and the provision of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/debtext/120220-0002.htm#12022015000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/debtext/120220-0002.htm#12022015000001
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arms to perpetuate the Israeli-Palestinian conflict—are underlined by its continually 
expressed theological objection to the very existence of the state of Israel.… it has 
repeatedly called for Israel to be wiped off the face of the map. That, combined with 
repeated holocaust denial, including the outrage of holding an international conference in 
Iran to see who could produce the “best” cartoon on holocaust denial, is just another 
example of Iran’s motivation and Iran’s danger. In February last year, Ayatollah 
Khamenei referred once again to Israel as a “cancerous tumour” that had to be removed, 
and this February, his chief strategist stated: “In the name of Allah, Iran must attack 
Israel by 2014.” 
col 683  Nigel Dodds: … The regime in Iran has made its views on Israel absolutely 
clear. I do not intend to repeat some of the quotes from President Ahmadinejad, but it is 
clear that he not only denied the holocaust, but on the 60th anniversary of the state of 
Israel he made it clear that “the reason for the Zionist regime’s existence is questioned, 
and this regime is on its way to annihilation.” 
In 2010, he said; “The nations of the region are able to eliminate the Zionist regime from 
the face of earth,” adding that the Israeli “regime has no future. Its life has come to an 
end.” 
Anyone who suggests that the use of the word “regime” refers to a particular Government 
as opposed to the nation state is stretching credulity. In November 2011, as reported in 
Reuters, he said: “This entity”—that is Israel—“can be compared to a kidney transplanted 
in a body that rejected it… Yes it will collapse and its end will be near.” There are many 
other examples of such statements, both from him and other senior Iranian figures. They 
demonstrate the thinking of the regime towards Israel and its people … 
col 686  Geoffrey Clifton-Brown: … I would shudder to live in Israel today, with 
Hezbollah from the Syrian state and Hamas from the Palestinian state. … 
col 693  John McDonnell: … I have listened … to a former head of Mossad, Efraim 
Halevy, who said that it is all about scaremongering and that there is no threat to the 
state of Israel as a result of this supposed escalation. …  If we are anxious about nuclear 
proliferation, we have to start with the root cause, which is Israel illegally gaining nuclear 
weapons. Unless we attack that root cause, the issue will not go away. Thirdly, it is about 
Israel’s own domestic political agenda: the crisis atmosphere suits Netanyahu and the 
hawks who surround him. … we are being blackmailed by Israel to the effect that if we do 
not support military action, it will. … It is now time for us to face down Israel and ask what 
sanctions we are willing to exercise against it if it seeks to threaten military action. … The 
covert military actions carried out by organisations and individuals whom we now know, 
as a result of exposés in Der Spiegel, were trained by Mossad, have prompted more 
terrorism around the world through Iran-sponsored attacks in India, Thailand and 
elsewhere. The cyber-war that was launched under Stuxnet, with the worm or bug that 
was put out to undermine Iran’s industrial complexes, has provoked even more 
retaliation, which has undermined some of the ability of Iran’s freedom movement to 
communicate with the outside world. I would welcome information on that extremely 
complicated cyber-attack. Did Israel sponsor it or its development? …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/debtext/12022
0-0003.htm  
 

col 710  Robert Halfon: … we cannot be sure that Iran would not use a nuclear bomb. 
Iranian leaders have made numerous statements calling for the destruction of the state of 
Israel and the Jewish people. Just last week, the Iranian website Alef published an article 
by Khamenei’s strategy chief, Alireza Forghani, detailing plans for the extermination of 
Israel. As British newspapers have reported, the dossier even pinpoints the housing 
estates with the highest concentration of Jewish people. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/debtext/12022
0-0004.htm  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/debtext/120220-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/debtext/120220-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/debtext/120220-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/debtext/120220-0004.htm
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the case of Khader Adnan Mohammad Musa who has been 
on hunger strike for 50 days in Ramlah military hospital; and if he will make 
representations on this matter to the Israeli Government. [95170] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of the case of Mr Khader Adnan Mohammad Musa. 
On 31 January 2012 Mr Musa was transferred to Mayanei HaYeshua Medical 
Centre in central Israel after 45 days on hunger strike. On 16 February, he had 
sustained his hunger strike for 61 days. 
Our embassy in Tel Aviv discussed Mr Musa's condition with the Israeli Prison 
Service again on Friday 10 February 2012, urging them to comply with their 
obligations under international law. We have also raised the case with the Israeli 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Israeli authorities claim that he is receiving 
medical attention from the NGO Physicians for Human Rights and from ICRC. 
Our officials have discussed the issue with the ICRC. They are closely involved 
and report that Khader Adnan's condition is critical, but that he remains conscious, 
has access to medical treatment and is receiving family visitors. 

Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will raise the case of Khader Adnan Mohammad Musa with his counterparts in the EU 
and request them to make representations on this matter to the Israeli Government. 
[95171] 

Alistair Burt: The Head of the EU Delegation in Tel Aviv carried out a demarche 
to the Israeli authorities on this issue on 15 February 2012. On 16 February our 
ambassador to Tel Aviv raised our concerns with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and has discussed the matter with other EU Heads of Mission. We have 
also discussed this issue with other EU member states and in Brussels. Together 
with our EU partners, we continue to monitor the situation closely and are 
considering what further action can be taken. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/text/120220w0
003.htm#1202212000028  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the spokesperson of EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on 
the deteriorating health condition of Khader Adnan, a Palestinian held in 
administrative detention in Israel 
… The High Representative is following with great concern reports about the deteriorating 
health condition of Khader Adnan, a Palestinian held in administrative detention in Israel 
and who has been on hunger strike since mid-December. The High Representative 
requests the Government of Israel to do all it can to preserve the health of Mr. Adnan in 
its continuing handling of this case. The High Representative reiterates the EU’s 
longstanding concern about the extensive use by Israel of administrative detention 
without formal charge. Detainees have the right to be informed about the charges 
underlying any detention and be subject to a fair trial. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/128045.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination to hold eightieth session 
…  The  Committee  on  the  Elimination  of  Racial  Discrimination  will  hold  its  eightieth  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/text/120220w0003.htm#1202212000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120220/text/120220w0003.htm#1202212000028
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/128045.pdf
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session at Palais Wilson in Geneva from 13 February to 9 March to review anti-
discrimination efforts undertaken by the Governments of Mexico, Israel, Kuwait, Portugal, 
Viet Nam, Canada, Turkmenistan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Qatar, Jordan and 
Italy. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B9C2E/(httpNewsByYear_en)/9E98CA0544347258C1
25799F0045CD6C?OpenDocument  
 

Fourteenth to sixteenth periodic reports of States parties due in 2010: Israel 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/docs/AdvanceVersions/CERD-C-ISR-14-
16.doc  
 
 
UN rights expert urges Israel to release Palestinian detainee on hunger strike 
An independent United Nations human rights expert today renewed his call on Israel to 
release a Palestinian prisoner who has been on a hunger strike for over two months to 
protest his detention and whose health is reported to be deteriorating. 
Khader Adnan has been refusing food since 18 December to protest his “humiliating” 
detention and treatment by Israeli security forces and his objection to Israel’s use of 
detention without charge, according to a news release issued by the UN human rights 
office in Geneva. 
“I am informed that Mr. Adnan’s health has already suffered irreparable damage, he is in 
jeopardy of dying at any moment,” said Richard Falk, the Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories … “I reiterate my call on the 
Government of Israel to uphold Mr. Adnan’s rights, taking full account of the extreme 
urgency of the situation,” … The expert also stressed that “allegations of torture and other 
mistreatment should be promptly, independently and impartially investigated.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41304&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance 

Reports on the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, 
antisemitism and intolerance 
 

Italy 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Italy/ITA-CbC-IV-2012-
002-ENG.pdf  
 

Latvia 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Latvia/LVA-CbC-IV-2012-
003-ENG.pdf  
 

Luxembourg 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Luxembourg/LUX-CbC-IV-
2012-004-ENG.pdf  
 

Montenegro 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Montenegro/MNE-CbC-IV-
2012-005-ENG.pdf  
 
 
 
 

http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B9C2E/(httpNewsByYear_en)/9E98CA0544347258C125799F0045CD6C?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B9C2E/(httpNewsByYear_en)/9E98CA0544347258C125799F0045CD6C?OpenDocument
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/docs/AdvanceVersions/CERD-C-ISR-14-16.doc
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/docs/AdvanceVersions/CERD-C-ISR-14-16.doc
http://ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11847&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41304&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Italy/ITA-CbC-IV-2012-002-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Italy/ITA-CbC-IV-2012-002-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Latvia/LVA-CbC-IV-2012-003-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Latvia/LVA-CbC-IV-2012-003-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Luxembourg/LUX-CbC-IV-2012-004-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Luxembourg/LUX-CbC-IV-2012-004-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Montenegro/MNE-CbC-IV-2012-005-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Montenegro/MNE-CbC-IV-2012-005-ENG.pdf
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Ukraine 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Ukraine/UKR-CbC-IV-
2012-006-ENG.pdf  
 

Iceland 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Iceland/ISL-CbC-IV-2012-
001-ENG.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill (closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Counter-terrorism stop and search powers code of practice (closing date 1 April 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/  
 
Charities Act Review (closing date 16 April 2012) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
 
General Medical Council Draft Guidance for the Investigation Committee and case 
examiners when they are considering allegations about a doctor’s involvement in 
encouraging or assisting suicide (closing date 4 May 2012) 
https://gmc.e-
consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I 

TOP 
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http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/consultation-ct-code/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/content/charities-act-review
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
https://gmc.e-consultation.net/econsult/consultation_Dtl.aspx?consult_Id=240&status=2&criteria=I
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