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Home Affairs 

CST 

Antisemitic Incidents Report 2011 
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/Incidents%20Report%202011.pdf  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Question 

pp17-18  3. Simon Thomas: What discussions has the Counsel General had with the 
judiciary and other relevant bodies on the work of Sharia tribunals in Wales. 
OAQ(4)0027(CGE)  

Theodore Huckle: As yet, I have had no such discussions. 
Simon Thomas: … He will be aware as I am that many communities, including Jewish 
and Muslim communities, have informal ways of resolving civil disputes, whether that is 
through Sharia courts or through the local place of worship. However, there are concerns 
that some people, particularly women, may feel that they do not have access to civil or 
criminal justice if they go down more informal arbitration routes. Will you have 
discussions with your colleagues elsewhere in the United Kingdom to ensure that the 
maximum publicity and information is available so that people have access to justice, 
whether they choose an informal route or the civil or criminal code in England and 
Wales? … 

Theodore Huckle: … You highlight an area that is not strictly a devolved matter. 
… The particular aspect that you identify, in relation to Sharia law and what part it 
plays in the legal framework of, currently, England and Wales, is a matter of great 
general interest. The current position is much misunderstood, but it is that there is 
no conflict between the application of Sharia law and the general law of the land, if 
I can call it that, because the only way in which Sharia law can be applied in any 
sense whatsoever within England and Wales is by the arbitration process to which 
you also referred. For the purposes of arbitration, provided the parties to that 
arbitration agree, Sharia law can be applied to a greater or lesser extent. 
There is no conflict necessarily between that and the application of the law of the 
land, because the same is true of a contractual commercial position, where the 
parties can agree, for the purposes of their commercial dispute, to apply the law of 
France, say, or of anywhere else for that matter. Those arrangements, therefore, 
do not conflict at all with the general law of the land. The end point of the answer 
is that the general law of the land applies to all members of the community. If they  
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choose to adopt the procedures that enable them to have access to those laws, 
they can do that. As I understand the position, they cannot be forced to be bound 
by any provision of Sharia law within England and Wales. Of course, what 
pressures are brought to bear on individuals is another matter … 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop/rop20120201qv.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=The%20Record%20%28PDF%2C%20968KB
%29  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

UN Relief and Works Agency 
2. Tony Lloyd: What assessment he has made of the (a) financial situation and (b) 
capacity to fund existing programmes of the UN Relief and Works Agency in 2011-12. 
[92778] 
5. Caroline Dinenage: What estimate he has made of the financial situation of the UN 
Relief and Works Agency in the occupied Palestinian territories in 2011-12. [92781] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): In 2011 DFID gave just over £30 million to UNRWA, and we are in the 
process of setting our budgets for the next few years. We will work with all donors 
and host Governments to help UNRWA’s long-term financial position so that it can 
continue to deliver its programmes to meet the needs of Palestinians and 
Palestinian refugees. 

Tony Lloyd: The Minister will be aware that about 75% of Palestinians in Gaza depend 
on food aid from UNRWA, and with the massively increased number of demolitions of 
homes in Jerusalem and the west bank by Israeli forces, UNRWA’s work is vital to 
Palestinians. The Government have a good record on funding. Will he give a 
commitment that that will continue, and will he work to ensure that the international 
community recognises UNRWA’s importance? 

Mr Duncan: Yes, we have repeatedly made clear to the Israelis our serious 
concern at last year’s 40% increase, as recorded by the UN, in the number of 
demolitions of Palestinian properties in the west bank and East Jerusalem. We 
view such demolitions and evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians and as harmful to the peace process. In all but the most limited 
circumstances, they are contrary to international humanitarian law, and we 
condemn them. 

Caroline Dinenage: Given that UNRWA is responsible for the refugee camps outside the 
occupied territories, will the Minister please update the House on what his Department is 
doing to support these camps? 

Mr Duncan: My hon. Friend is right to point out that UNRWA’s remit extends 
beyond the Palestinian territories themselves. Conditions in refugee camps in 
Lebanon, Syria and Jordan remain fragile, and DFID funds UNRWA to provide 
essential services to all these refugees across the region. In 2011 our support 
helped to provide maternal health care to 263,000 women, education for 45,000 
children, and food and income support for 29,000 refugees. We are in close 
contact with UNRWA as it strives to maintain services in Syria. 

Ann Clwyd (Cynon Valley) (Lab): What assistance will the Government give to the 
Palestinians whose houses have recently been demolished? 

Mr Duncan: Most of the support to refugees is given through UNRWA, but we are 
giving   our  full   support   to  the   Palestinian   Authority,   it  being  the   effective  
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government of the west bank, and through them we hope to ensure that all those 
affected are properly supported by access to the full legal rights necessary to 
pursue any claims that they might have. 

Mr Gary Streeter (South West Devon) (Con): May I particularly welcome the extra 
funding recently announced for the 400,000-plus refugees in Lebanon to help fund health 
care and education for thousands of children? Does my right hon. Friend agree that 
although this assistance is welcome in the short term, it is no substitute for the long-term 
peace settlement necessary to enable these 5 million refugees to go home and get on 
with their lives? 

Mr Duncan: My hon. Friend is absolutely right and I am sure that the vast majority 
of Members in this House agree with him. The permanent plight of someone who 
is an everlasting refugee is not something that any of us would relish, and it is the 
peace process that we hope can eventually give a permanent settlement and 
solution for those who are so affected. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120201/debtext/12020
1-0001.htm#12020160000021  
 

Topical Questions: Department for International Development 
T2. [92793] Cathy Jamieson: I welcomed the words that we heard from the Government 
earlier in condemnation of the displacement of Palestinians, but can the Secretary of 
State tell us specifically what assistance might be offered to the Bedouins who are 
currently being displaced from their traditional areas? 

Mr Mitchell: All these humanitarian issues are wrestled with by the international 
community. The hon. Lady heard about the very specific support that Britain is 
delivering through UNRWA. We will consider her question about the Bedouins in 
the terms that she has specified. … 

T7. [92798] Lisa Nandy: On a recent visit to the west bank, I was horrified to learn that 
schools are routinely targeted for demolition. Does the Secretary of State share my 
concern that that undermines humanitarian efforts in the west bank and East Jerusalem, 
and will he join me in condemning that appalling practice? 

Mr Mitchell: As the Minister of State eloquently set out in answer to an earlier 
question, and as I saw for myself in a visit to the west bank and Gaza immediately 
before Christmas, humanitarian aid is targeted directly at helping the victims of 
what the hon. Lady describes. Our commitment is to continue to ensure that 
Britain is engaged in the most effective possible resolution of those matters, both 
on the ground and in international forums. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120201/debtext/12020
1-0001.htm#12020160000026  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government following the demolition of 
the homes of Bedouins in Anata in the west bank on 23 January 2012. [92955] 

Alistair Burt: We are concerned at reports that Bedouin families were forcibly 
displaced from their homes at Anata on 23 January. Demolitions of Palestinian 
homes in the west bank are illegal and deeply unhelpful to efforts to bring a lasting 
peace to the middle east conflict. 
I most recently raised concerns over plans to move west bank Bedouin 
communities during my visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 
7-10 January. I visited the Bedouin community school at Khan al Ahmar to give 
profile to this issue and subsequently discussed it with Deputy Foreign Minister 
Danny Ayalon on 9 January. Our officials at the embassy in Tel Aviv regularly 
discuss our concerns with the Israeli authorities. 
The Israeli authorities state that they are yet to finalise their plans and will consult 
fully   with  Bedouin  communities   before  moving  ahead.  The  UK  continues  to  
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encourage the Israeli Government to carry through on this commitment, to comply 
fully with their obligations under international law and to ensure that any decision 
reached on the movement of Bedouin communities should be made with their full 
consent and not result in a forcible transfer. 
Our officials at the British embassy in Tel Aviv are monitoring this situation closely. 
While they have not raised the specific issue of Anata with the Israeli authorities 
yet, they are planning to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120201/text/120201w0
002.htm#12020185000088  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Remarks by Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt to the World Affairs Council of 
Houston. 
… Israel and MEPP 
And no assessment of the future of the region could be complete without considering 
what lies ahead for the Middle East Peace Process. Let me say up front that we do not 
have the luxury of 20 years to solve the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. On my visit to the 
Palestinian territories two weeks ago I saw for myself the pace of settlement construction 
which will soon render futile any ambition remaining for the establishment of a Palestinian 
state. Unless both sides can agree on a peaceful settlement that guarantees the security 
of the Israelis and the sovereignty of the Palestinians, Israel will be faced with a series of 
unappealing choices: a one state solution that preserves Israel’s democratic nature but 
destroys its essential character; a one state solution that preserves the Jewish nature of 
Israel, but at the expense of its democratic credentials; Either of these options would 
threaten the security of Israelis. 
Now is the time to resolve the issue. During a period of profound change, Israel has the 
opportunity to redefine its relationship with the region. The two state solution is not just 
the guarantor of Israel’s security. It provides the foundations for a normalisation of 
relations with its Arab neighbours which could help facilitate regional trade and 
prosperity. This kind of agreement requires courage; the kind of courage exemplified by 
Sadat and Rabin. …  
To read the full statement see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=724954182  
 

 

United Nations 

In Middle East, Ban urges stepped-up efforts to resolve Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called on Israelis and Palestinians to take steps 
that will build trust and ensure an environment conducive to sustained negotiations, 
voicing his hope that the nascent talks begun last month between the two sides will 
continue. … 
In his meeting with Mr. Peres, the Secretary-General stressed the need for positive 
actions on the ground to contribute to an environment conducive to successful 
negotiations. He also discussed the status of the peace process with Israel’s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman. … 
The Secretary-General commended Mr. Netanyahu’s commitment to a two-State solution, 
adding that this is the moment to display further leadership to ensure that negotiations 
continue. … 
Following his meeting with Mahmoud Abbas, President of the Palestinian Authority, Mr. 
Ban stated that a viable Palestinian State is long overdue. “I continue to believe that a 
two-State   solution  can  be   achieved  –  and   that  the  way  to   achieve  it  is   through  
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negotiations that resolve permanent status issues such as borders, security, refugees 
and Jerusalem,” … He also commended the Palestinian leader for the State-building 
efforts of the past several years and discussed with him ongoing tensions, including 
continued settlement activity and settler violence. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41102&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 30 April 2012)    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Final_version_as_lodged.pdf  
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