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Holocaust 

United Nations 

At Holocaust remembrance ceremony, UN urges protection of children from war 
The United Nations held today a remembrance service to honour the memory of the 
estimated six million Jews and countless others killed in the Nazi death camps during the 
Second World War, highlighting the need to protect children from the scourges of war. 
“One and a half million Jewish children perished,” said Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
… “Tens of thousands of others were murdered, including people with disabilities, as well 
as Roma and Sinti. … We will never know what these boys and girls might have 
contributed to our world. And many survivors were too shattered to tell their stories. 
Today, we seek to give voice to those accounts … Children are uniquely vulnerable to 
the worst of humankind. We must show them the best this world has to offer,” he added. 
President of the General Assembly Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser … stressed that the 
International Day in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust, observed each year on 27 
January, ensures that “the Holocaust will forever remain, in our time and for future 
generations, a warning to all people about the dangers of hatred, bigotry, racism and 
prejudice.” Mr. Al-Nasser also underscored the critical need to establish dialogue among 
various faiths to ensure widespread peace and stability. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40999&Cr=child%20rights&Cr1=  
 

 

University of Southern California 

IWitness – online resource providing over 1,000 video testimonies of survivors and 
other witnesses of the Holocaust 
http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns attack on Human Rights Activist in Gaza 
Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt today expressed his deep  concern on  hearing  about  
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the attack on Human Rights Activist Mahmoud Abu Rahma in the Gaza Strip. “I condemn 
the cowardly stabbing of Mahmoud Abu Rahma, Director of Communications and 
International Relations at the Al Mezan Center for Human Rights, in Gaza on 13 January. 
Mr Abu Rahma, who studied human rights in the UK, had received a number of death 
threats over an article he had written in which he argued for greater respect for the rights 
of ordinary Palestinians in Gaza.  Those who carried out this attack must be brought to 
justice. The freedom of brave activists like Mr Abu Rahma to speak out against the 
worsening human rights situation in Gaza must be protected.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=719085982  

 
 

Lambeth Palace 

Palestinian President meets Christian leaders 
Palestinian Authority President, Mahmoud Abbas, met with representatives of Christian 
Churches in the UK, led by the Archbishop of Liverpool, the Most Revd Patrick Kelly, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd Dr Rowan Williams, and Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Rt Revd David Arnott. 
The meeting, which took place at Lambeth Palace, discussed the plight of Christians in 
the Holy Land and an overview of the political situation affecting the ongoing peace 
process. President Abbas said that the resumption of talks in the context of the Arab 
Spring offered a rare opportunity that needed to be grasped now or it would be missed 
forever. … 
"We continue to share the hopes of the Palestinian leadership for a lasting and just peace 
in the Holy Land, and we pray for the courage on all sides to break the current deadlock. 
Young people in Israel and in the Palestinian territories long for justice and stability and 
they must not be let down. …" said Archbishop Rowan Williams.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/2324/palestinian-president-meets-
christian-leaders  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom Of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/ 
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