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Home Affairs 

Communities and Local Government 

Eric Pickles: Start of a 'Year of Service' celebrating faith inspired local volunteering 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles today announced that throughout 2012, faith 
communities will lead a series of volunteering days encouraging communities to come 
together to help improve their local neighbourhoods. 
Recognising the role of faith in inspiring charitable work, the Department for Communities 
and Local Government is supporting a Year of Service. During the course of 2012, nine 
faith communities will in turn hold volunteering days, inviting people of other faiths and 
people of non-religious beliefs to join in. Each of the days will focus on a different social 
action theme, such as 'community clean ups', planting trees in a local park, or cooking 
lunches and could be based around an existing religious festival like Lent or the Sikh 
festival commemorating the Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev, or an existing volunteering 
day such as the Jewish-led Mitzvah Day or the Hindu-led National Sewa Day. … 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said: "Faith is a great motivator, and throughout the 
year people from different faiths regularly give something back, volunteering for projects 
that benefit individuals in need or their local neighbourhood. … We want to help them do 
what they do best, recognising that just a little support can make a big difference. The 
Year of Service is a chance to link these great efforts together throughout the year, 
strengthen the existing work carried out by faith groups and encourage greater levels of 
volunteering in neighbourhoods and among businesses, led by individual faith 
communities but involving people of all faiths and none." … 
A new website, run for A Year of Service by Mitzvah Day, will provide details of each 
volunteering day, ideas for activities, background on why volunteering is important to 
each faith and suggestions as to where people can get involved and go for advice. … 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2065459  
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-01700 Stewart Maxwell: Holocaust Memorial Day 2012—That the Parliament 
notes that 27 January 2012 marks Holocaust Memorial Day, the 67th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau and an opportunity for schools, colleges, faith groups 
and communities across Scotland to remember the six million men, women and children 
murdered by the Nazi regime in occupied Europe; further notes that the theme of 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2012 is Speak Up, Speak Out; values the Holocaust 
Educational Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz Project, which gives two post-16 students 
from every school and college in Scotland the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-
Birkenau; applauds Katie McKenna and Dominic Bradley, two former students of St 
Ninian’s High School in East Dunbartonshire, who took part in the project and who will 
deliver the Parliament’s Time for Reflection message on 18 January 2012; celebrates the 
Holocaust survivors who have enriched Scotland as a nation, and re-commits to ensuring 
that racism, sectarianism and bigotry are never allowed to go unchallenged in Scotland. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-01700&ResultsPerPage=10  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Call for proposals - Fundamental Rights and Citizenship "Action grants" 2011-2012 
Projects require a minimum partnership of 2 organisations from 2 different Member States 
and cannot have an initial duration exceeding 24 months. … [funding priorities include] 
4.3 Combating racism, xenophobia and antisemitism (RXAS) 
In order to implement the European Union policy against racism, xenophobia and related 
forms of intolerance such as antisemitism, Islamophobia and anti-Roma racism, the 
Commission seeks to fund actions which aim to foster mutual understanding, counter 
traditional and new stereotypes which are at the roots of intolerant attitudes and 
behaviour and prevent the divulgation of such stereotypes. Specifically, the support will 
be provided to activities which raise awareness on racism, xenophobia or related forms of 
intolerance, and establish preventive methods and practices. Moreover, the Commission 
seeks for the projects which aim to analyse the reasons and sources of racist or 
xenophobic hate speech and hate crime, including societal trends leading to such 
phenomena, to inform victims of racism or xenophobia on redress mechanisms, or to 
assist law enforcement and judicial authorities to improve redress and reporting 
mechanisms, methods and practices. Among these projects the ones which aim to 
develop cross-community approaches would be favoured. … 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/grants/111201_en.htm  
 

 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Human Rights Measurement Framework: Prototype panels, indicator set and 
evidence base 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/humanrights/HRMF/hrmf.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
** Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 

Committee Stage Report 
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/RP12-3.pdf  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120112-
gc0001.htm#12011298000245  
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0121/12121.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom Of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/  
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