
 1

 

12 January 2012
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Holocaust 

Israel 

Foreign Affairs 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Caroline Lucas (2592) Speak Up, Speak Out Holocaust Commemoration – That this 
House joins in the commemoration of the Holocaust and genocides in Cambodia, Bosnia, 
Rwanda and Darfur for Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 January 2012, which is the 67th 
anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration and death camp Auschwitz-
Birkenau; notes the theme Speak up, Speak out which provides an opportunity to pledge 
that the language of hatred will not be used or go unchallenged, that a voice will be given 
to the voiceless and that work will be done with friends, family, colleagues and 
community to create a society which is free from the dangers of persecution and hatred; 
and commends the PCS Union work for 2012, which encourages civil servants to speak 
out against racism and fascism in the workplace, especially in the public sector where 
such beliefs run counter to both the public service ethos and human rights and dignity 
more generally. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2592  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
 
col 178  Sir Bob Russell (Colchester) (LD): Ethnic cleansing and apartheid are evil. 
Sadly, successive Governments have supported a country where those vile actions are 
inflicted on indigenous people. We welcomed the Arab spring, but the long Arab winter 
continues for Palestinians. Last Tuesday the Israeli Government said that they would 
proceed with the forced eviction of 30,000 Bedouin Arabs from their historic lands. Is it 
not time we treated Israel as we did apartheid South Africa? 

The Prime Minister: What I would say to my hon. Friend is that first, we should 
respect the fact that Israel is a democracy. It is a country that has a right to exist 
and that has frequently been threatened by its neighbours — but  also,  we  are  a  
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country that should stand up for clear human rights and clear rights and wrongs in 
international relations. This Government have been very clear that we do not 
agree with the Israeli Government’s practice on settlements. I raised the issue 
myself with the Israeli Prime Minister in a new year telephone call, and this 
Government will continue to act and vote on illegal settlements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120111/debtext/12011
1-0001.htm#12011176000009  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the shortage of medicines in Gaza, and in 
particular the lack of dialysis filters. [HL14437] 

Baroness Northover: The UK is at the forefront of the international effort pushing 
for the easing of movement and access restrictions for Gaza, and regularly raises 
these issues with Israeli Ministers, senior officials and the Israeli Defence Forces. 
We have made frequent representations on access to medical supplies in Gaza 
and will continue to monitor the situation. We have not made representations on 
the specific issue of dialysis filters. 
The UK supports healthcare in Gaza through our financial assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) and the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). The 
PA provides healthcare services to non-refugees and hospital care for all Gazans. 
UNRWA provides primary healthcare to the 70 per cent of the population in Gaza 
who are refugees. We also support the UN Access Co-ordination Unit to work with 
the World Health Organisation, Israel, the Palestinian Authority and aid agencies 
to facilitate the transfer of medical equipment and supplies into Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201212/ldhansrd/text/120111w0001.htm#120
11174001402  
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Foreign Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Iran (Human Rights) 
includes: 
col 116WH  Mr Jackson: … The persecution of Christians has been accompanied by a 
proliferation of anti-Christian rhetoric from authority figures in Iran. … Ayatollah 
Khamenei declared from Qom that Christianity was being deliberately spread by Iran’s 
enemies as a means to weaken Islam within Iranian society. … Morteza Tamaddon, 
governor of Tehran, made a speech in which he openly threatened further arrests of 
Christians. He declared that evangelical Christians had inserted themselves into Islam 
“like a parasite” with the backing of the west. We must think back to the vile propaganda 
of the Nazis before the war and the way in which Jews and others were characterised 
when we consider the appalling comments that have been made by leading figures in the 
Government of Iran. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120111/halltext/120111
h0001.htm#12011180000005  
 

col 120WH  … Jeremy Corbyn: Will the hon. Gentleman confirm that intolerance in Iran 
towards Christians and, indeed, other religious minorities, including Jewish people, is 
outwith the traditions of Persia before the Shah’s time, when there was considerable 
religious tolerance of a wide variety of faiths? …  

 

col 123WH  Martin Horwood: …  The   last  faith  group  in Iran that I shall mention is the  
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Jewish community, which is extremely long-established. There is a history of tolerance of 
the Jewish community in Iran, but there is increasing evidence that anti-Semitism is 
growing there, and that the small Jewish community there is being blamed for the actions 
of the Israeli Government. Those actions are beside the point; an unfair collective 
punishment is, in effect, being imposed. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201212/cmhansrd/cm120111/halltext/120111
h0002.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
 
Proposals for A Freedom Of Information (Amendment) Bill  
(closing date 8 March 2012)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/365157/0124123.pdf   
 
Forced marriage (closing date 30 March 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/forced-marriage/  
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