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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the government of Israel about the demolition order regarding the Palestinian village of 
Al-Aqaba; and what replies they have received.[HL14288] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of the demolition orders regarding the village of Al 
Aqaba. The UK has a strong record of lobbying hard on issues relating to house 
demolitions and settlement building. Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv expressed 
strong concerns to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Prime Minister's 
Office on 8 December over pending demolition orders in the West Bank, but we 
have not made representations on this specific case. We will continue to monitor 
the situation of the pending demolition orders. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had with the 
Government of Israel concerning the isolation of Palestinian villages and 
towns.[HL14290] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware of concerns about the isolation of 
Palestinian villages and towns. Our officials in Tel Aviv regularly hold discussions 
with the Israeli Government about a range of issues relating to various locations in 
the West Bank and Gaza.  We continue to call on all parties to respect their 
responsibilities under International Law and International Humanitarian Law and 
for Israel to respect its obligations as the Occupying Power. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111221w0001.htm#111
22135000363  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel concerning the supply of medical and other supplies to the St 
Johns Eye Hospital in Gaza and access by patients to the main hospital in Jerusalem; 
and what replies they have received. [HL14289] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Officials in our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raise access issues with 
Israeli Ministers, senior officials and the Israeli Defence Forces, including the 
issues of medical supplies to Gaza and physical access relating to Jerusalem, but 
they have not made representations on these specific cases. We will continue to 
monitor the situation regarding access issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111221w0001.htm#111
22135000358  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111221w0001.htm#11122135000363
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United Nations 

Security Council extends mandate of UN force in Golan Heights 
The Security Council today agreed to extend the mandate of the United Nations 
peacekeeping force monitoring the ceasefire between Israel and Syria in the Golan 
Heights for another six months. 
In a resolution adopted unanimously by its 15 members, the Council authorized an 
extension of the mandate of the UN Disengagement Observer Force through 30 June 
2012. The mission was first established in 1974. 
The resolution voiced grave concern about the impact of events on 15 May and 5 June 
this year – when demonstrations in UNDOF’s area of operations resulted in civilians 
being killed – on the long-held ceasefire in the area.The Council authorized an extension 
of the mandate of the UN Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) through 30 June 
2012. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40809&Cr=Syria&Cr1=  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century (closing date 13 
February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf 
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